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Editorial

“Think of the Children!”
Publisher’s Column

By Rob Diaz-Marino, MSc.
When gay marriage was still up for debate, many
conservative family groups were in firm opposition to
the prospect, crying, “think of the children!” I remember
seeing video footage on the news of these groups holding
rallies, touting that allowing gay marriage was wrong,
that it would destroy the traditional family unit, that it
would pollute the minds of children and lure them to
homosexuality…and so forth.
While parents took turns on the microphone to share their outrage,
their fear, their emotionally-founded reasoning – their children watched
from the audience and followed everyone else’s lead, cheering them on.
Clearly they trusted their parents implicitly, and were probably told this
was all to keep them safe. Many of them were far too young to judge
for themselves what was right or wrong in an adult situation like this,
so they deferred to their parents to know what was best for them and
their future.
Meanwhile, as the camera panned across the audience I thought to
myself, what if that little girl right there turns out to be lesbian? What if,
later in life, that little boy discovers that he is gay? What kind of example
are their parents setting for them right now? How damaging would the
message of a rally like this be, when those children realize they are this
terrible thing that their parents were fighting against? How sick is it
that those parents were working toward denouncing and scuttling the
rights of some of their own children? How will it make those children feel
when they realize that their parents, who they trusted completely, had
betrayed them and their future right in front of their eyes?
Did any of those thoughts cross the minds of any of those parents?
I guess not. So who is truly forgetting to “think of the children” here?
Then came the whole kafuffle over gay parenting. Once again we
heard more outcry of “think of the children,” we saw more rallies by
conservative family groups on the news with renewed fervor. They
touted how gay parents would pressure their children to be gay (as they
apparently pressure their own children to be straight), fail to provide
male and female role models, and so on.
For the amount of panic this caused, it seemed like straight parents
were perhaps a little fearful of becoming outdated – soon to be replaced
by newer, shinier models. If they keep it up, they might be right. Gay
parents do have some intrinsic advantages over certain conservative
straight parents: they are equipped to raise both straight and gay
children. Furthermore, in most cases they get to choose when they
are ready to take on the responsibility, rather than having parenthood
thrust upon them by necessity.
Conservative straight parents can bitch, moan, kick, scream, and
resist all they want. The only way for them not to be left behind is for
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them to accept there are some new lessons to learn from us “gays” so
that they can truly do what’s best for all of their children.
When a baby is on the way, every parent begins to plan. They come
up with contingencies of what to do if the child is a boy or a girl: what to
name them, what colour to paint their room, what kind of clothes and
toys to buy them, what kind of culture they want to expose them to at an
early age. Sure, gender is a 50/50 shot (well, not quite) that is answered
immediately after the baby is born, if not earlier with an ultrasound. But
there’s also a 1 in 10 shot that their child may be homosexual, which
won’t be known for many years.
While parents instinctively tailor the treatment of their children to
their gender, they need to be mindful about making false heterosexual
assumptions when representing human sexuality and its impact on
society. Parents need to realize that their children, and only their
children, can identify their own sexuality when the time is right. They
will do this regardless of how you pressure them to be one way or another.
So teaching them about all the possibilities is not going to harm them
or push them in the wrong direction; it is only going to prepare them,
allow them (and their parents) to think about contingencies. And when
the time comes, they will know how they fit, and they will be ready for
a bright future.
The alternative is what we see today, and it is NOT acceptable: gay
and lesbian teens committing suicide because they can’t see a future
for themselves. They come to realize they cannot get around the fact
that they are attracted to the same sex, and all of their plans for the
heterosexual life their parents promised them go out the window. It feels
like the end of the world, like being stuck in limbo with no way to move
forward, and only one escape. Of course there is a future for them, but
their parents have failed catastrophically to prepare them for it.
To make matters worse, some parents also reach an impasse when
they discover that their child is gay or lesbian. They don’t know how
to move forward either, and their only escape is to disown their child,
pretend as if they are dead or that they never existed, or in extreme cases
try to murder them. None of these reactions are acceptable either, and
the way I see it, as adults the fault is entirely theirs – not that their child
is gay, but that they failed to prepare for this very real possibility. (Even
so, children are diagnosed with life-altering medical conditions that are
impossible for parents to predict, and this is no excuse to throw them
away.)
The justification we often hear is that a life of homosexuality is
something morally reprehensible, and parents are not prepared to cope
with it. This is backwards logic. Any child that is deeply betrayed and
wounded by their supposedly “morally upstanding” parents, cast out of
their home and denied a proper education, is going to live a troubled life,
and likely turn their back on the morals and principles that failed them.
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It is a self fulfilling prophecy. Only love, acceptance, and support can
guide your child to a healthy and happy lifestyle.
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Sadly it is bound to keep happening. Legislation like Bill 44 allows for
children to be thrown forward as human shields to protect parents from
what they are afraid to face – dealing with the topic of homosexuality.
Do they realize that the momentum from this fear is driving them to
reinforce the wrong defenses? Do they realize that they are setting
themselves up for the very disasters that they fear the most?

Book Marks

Patchwork
The Girls Club, by Sally Bellerose. Bywater
Books, 288 pages, $14.95 paper. Marie is the
tough sister. Renee is the pretty sister. And...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2367

Certainly, parents who choose to stand by their gay or lesbian children
can still feel lost, like their children are developing in ways that they
don’t know how to properly cultivate. Trying to steer them away from
unfamiliar territory is the wrong reaction. A parent’s job is to prop their
children up, not to hold them back. Children can develop in many ways
that go beyond their parents’ realm of experience – it could be in music,
art, science, math, or anything else under the sun. When this happens,
a parent must research and seek advice so that they can help their child
grow naturally - as much as they need to, in whatever direction they
need to - even if they can’t always be the teacher.

Creep of the Week:Vicky Hartzler

So even if parents don’t understand what constitutes typical
development for their gay or lesbian child, or how they should handle
unfamiliar situations that may arise as a result, there are literally
millions of resources that they can consult (this article makes me one
such resource, though I recognize I’ve offered little in regards to trans
youth - this is not something I have experienced personally). So all they
have to do is ask, or ask around until they know who to ask.
And as far parents from certain family groups are concerned, I have
a conclusion that they need to hear, and are derelict in their duty as
parents if they ignore: The evil does not lay in homosexuality itself, but
rather in the ignorance, denial, and fear of its existence. This is what
destroys families. Those who perpetuate this medieval kind of thinking
are not truly thinking of the children - they are mostly just thinking of
themselves.

August 2011
Most of the major events that happened last month, happened in
Edmonton. Usually I only drive up once or twice in the period of a
month, but this time I needed to make the trip thrice!
The first time was for the Junction’s first anniversary. Considering
how involved this bar is in the community, I have to admit I found the
turnout…underwhelming. Nevertheless I had a good time as I snapped
photos, chatted with friends, and made some new ones. Once the
camera was away, I kissed an inflatable lizard, and scrambled to claim
spoils from the virtually indestructible piñata that Deb and Tracy hung
on stage for one lucky patron to try to whack apart.
Later in the month, I made my second trip to Edmonton with Steve
for the Bearbash. Aside from the usual fur frenzy (you can never have
too much of a good thing), this time around they had a charity jock strap
auction. With limited cash, I had to choose very carefully who I bought
tickets from, and felt guilty that I had to pass over some friends (I mean
jeez, we’re friends with practically all of the 10 contestants). As it turns
out, I was very happy to win Sir Scott’s jock strap. I went back stage to
claim my prize, and came back out with a dazed grin on my face.
We weren’t really prepared for transporting a used jock strap home
with us. The only place I could think to keep it was in the glove
compartment of my car, scrunched up and tucked to one side. That
would have been fine if we didn’t take Steve’s sister to West Edmonton
Mall the next day…and she hadn’t sat in the front seat…and I hadn’t
asked her for my sunglasses. As the compartment popped open, I could
see her pause for a moment. This was one of those situations where she
realized she just shouldn’t ask, wordlessly handed me my sunglasses,
and continued on as if she hadn’t seen anything.
The final weekend of August, Steve and I returned to Edmonton
for the ISCWR Coronation 36. We saw some fantastic numbers put
on in partnership between the Calgary and Edmonton courts, and by
other courts from across the continent. While Emperor LJ Steele and
Empress Dee Luv stepped down from their year long reign, and their
standing total of $28,000 was announced, it was also officially revealed
that there were no candidates for Emperor or Empress to replace them.
Normally the duty falls through to a past Emperor and a past Empress
to volunteer themselves as Regents for the year. But the ISCWR decided
to do something not-so-typical, and took on 3 of each. So, confusing as
it may be, Edmonton now has 3 reigning Regent Emperors (Big Daddy
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Deep Inside Hollywood

James Franco tells yet another gay story
with Sal
It looks like James Franco is making gayness
his primary cinematic concern. First he played
Harvey Milk’s boyfriend in Milk, then Allen...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2373

Hear Me Out

Beyoncé, Jill Scott
Beyoncé, 4 It might as well be a rhetorical
question on Beyoncé’s fourth album, but she
asks it anyway – “who runs the world?” Her...
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When are you getting married?
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If there’s anything I love it’s a good ol’ Nazi
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The Outfield

Gay softball: It’s not just for gays anymore
It sounds like a headline straight out of The
Onion: Discriminated-against gays discriminate
against straights. But the facts – couched a...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2379

Hear Me Out

Dolly Parton, Vanessa Carlton
Dolly Parton, Better Day Times are hard,
but Dolly’s here with a new album – and her
trademark look-on-the-bright-side attitude...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2376

Don’t Hug Me Worth An Embrace

Don’t Hug Me, a musical comedy playing
at Stage West Calgary, is a show that is
charms due to the fact that the actors
dive head first into their roles...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2384
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Get to know: Jillian Armenante
This September sees the release of
Contagion, an everyone-in-the-worldis-going-to-die-of-bird-flu-right-now
thriller (best line in the trailer...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2374

GayTravel

Seven tips to stay fit while traveling
All of us have priorities. For me,
traveling is near the top of my list—just
under staying healthy. Unfortunately,
the two don’t always go...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2381

Creep of the Week: Marcus Bachmann

Marcus
Bachmann
and
the
Christian
counseling clinics he owns are not anti-gay.
And if you say they are then you’re just an antihetero hate crimer...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2371

The OutField

Justice Calo reign reigns
There’s more to Justice Calo Reign’s uniqueness
than his name. He’s an African-American gay
man who graduated from the United States Air
Force...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2380

Pump, Jim McBride, Rob BigOnion) and 3 reigning Regent Empresses
(Ivanna Diamonds, Leah Way, Marni Gras). It should be interesting to
see how the year will go for the organization with this extended upper
house.
Meanwhile in Calgary on the day before the Bearbash, the Backlot
hosted their second Drag Queen H20 event put on by the ISCCA, though
they faced some unexpected challenges. With the power out on most of
their block, and hoards of electricians working madly in the alleyway,
the Backlot rented a generator so that the show could go on. Daylight
faded as the show progressed, making the queens harder targets, and
the poor patio gas heater took a further beating despite pleas to avoid
hitting it. Nevertheless, the event raised a total of just under $1000. Not
bad for a drag show in the dark!

This Month
Of course the biggest event of this month will already be underway
by the time this edition hits the stands: Calgary Pride, and all of the
surrounding events like the Pure Pride Dance, the Dyke March, and so
on. Happy Pride, and may much fun be had by all!
Otherwise we have the annual AIDS Walk for Life happening mid
September in Calgary, Edmonton, Red Deer, Grande Prairie, and
Peace River (sadly Fort MacMurray cancelled the event). GayCalgary &
Edmonton Magazine is proud to be sponsoring all of them. So don’t just
stand there, look for the pledge form on page 32!

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2432

View Bonus Pics/Videos • Share with a Friend • Post Comments
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Kelly Rowland, Kasey Chambers
Kelly Rowland, Here I Am It’s never a good sign
when an album’s street date gets pushed back
– especially by a year. But for Kelly Rowland...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2377

GayTravel

San Francisco: Mutant Utopia of the Queers
San Francisco is regularly recognized as one of
the most visited cities in the world, and equally
as often is dubbed the most European city in...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2382

Creep of the Week: Bryan Fischer
Like many gay and lesbian Americans
I’ve been proudly watching videos and
news stories about same-sex couples
getting to – finally! – legally wed in...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2372
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Interview

 Photos courtesy of Sony Pictures.

Halfway Gay

What’s so gay about dude comedy 30 Minutes or Less? More than you think.
By Chris Azzopardi
It felt like a major coup – a gay journalist invited out to New
York City to interview the cast of 30 Minutes or Less, a comedy
that appeared to be made for men. Straight bro-talking, burpexpelling men.
But after the recent gay marriage ruling in N.Y., progress is
just sweeping the nation. I mean, how else do you explain my
presence among all this mainstream press covering a movie
that, I was told, wasn’t the least bit gay?
So just minutes into the film, about a pizza-delivery guy forced
to rob a bank, I couldn’t believe what I was witnessing – gayness,
everywhere. Maybe I’m just trained to see gay – you know, like a
sixth sense or something – because 30 Minutes or Less was full of
it: gay-adjacent relationships where having sex with your dudefriend’s sister means you had sex with him too, humping Jason
Voorhees via a movie screen (weird? or gay? or both?) and talk of
a girl getting some OTPF (Over The Pants Fingering) from a gay
guy. And that’s not all – there’s Jesse Eisenberg, Aziz Ansari,
Danny McBride and Nick Swardson, the foursome who comprise
the budding bromances.
When the all-guy cast casually assembles in their street
clothes at the Ritz-Carlton Central Park for a press conference
that’s nearly as funny as the film itself, my question is, naturally,
the gayest: When does a bromance go full-on gay?
“There is an alternate ending we shot where we all fuck each
other,” says a straight-faced Ansari, best known for his role
opposite Amy Poehler on NBC’s Parks and Recreation. “But when
we watched that, we’re like, ‘This is turning into a gay thing.’”
Even without the scene, sometimes 30 Minutes or Less,
like so many halfway-gay buddy films where the guys have a
complicated and unusually strong tenderness for each other (for
instance, I Love You, Man, Superbad and Pineapple Express),
seems kind of like a gay thing – just not gay-gay, clarifies director
Ruben Fleischer.
“I call it a double-buddy comedy,” he says. “This is really two
pairs of friends, and to me the friendship never strays too gay.
It’s just a true affection and support and love for a friend.”
Because in the film, the well-off Chet (Ansari) throws his
life on the line to help rob a bank so that his not-all-together
chum, Nick (Eisenberg), doesn’t explode into smithereens
when two small-town twits, Dwayne and Travis (McBride and
10
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Swardson, respectively), strap a bomb to his chest and give
him an ultimatum: get them the money, or die. What ensues
is ridiculously, and probably surprisingly, hilarious, as they
exert their masculinity by making homemade flamethrowers in
the garage and blowing the hell out of watermelons – and yet
Dwayne and Travis still come off, at times, like two big fruits
themselves. And therein lies the setup of an endless barrage of
gay jokes. That’s not it, though: Gender and ethnicity, you’re not
getting off that easy.
“I kind of have this Lenny Bruce approach,” Fleischer explains.
“If you insult everybody, it’s like you’re not singling anyone out.”
Says Swardson: “For me and Danny, we made a lot of off-color
jokes and we did have to be in the mindset of those characters,
because they are these kind of small-town – I mean, they’re just
jerks. It was really in the vein of those guys.”
And so it makes sense that these dummies would talk and act
like fifth graders who get a kick out of finding bad words in the
Spanish dictionary. One scene has Dwayne calling out Travis on
“being gay for this dude,” referring to his softheartedness toward
Nick.
“If wanting a lot of money is gay,” he responds, “then yeah, I’m
fucking Elton John.”
For as much gay talk as there is, and with the so-closethey’re-almost-gay bonds between the guys, it wouldn’t have
been terribly shocking had one of them come out by the time the
movie reached its big finish.
But since they don’t, we’ll just have to call it a bromance.
“Can everyone stop saying bromance?” Ansari insists,
admitting his distaste for the genre. And still, it’s hard not to
see 30 Minutes or Less as exactly that. Fleischer even compares
the two duos to Edward and Jacob of Twilight (and that’s pretty
gay), and Swardson, well, he has his own way of putting it: “The
cool thing about the movie is that it does show the relationships
of guys and just how close guys can be without chowing each
other’s cocks,” he says. “It just shows that guys are... awesome.”
“It’s so great,” Ansari adds, “because you guys are like the bad
guys in the movie and you have such a sweet relationship, and
it really pays off.”
In his most mockish tone, Swardson looks lovingly at Ansari:
“It’s very bromantic, right?”
www.gaycalgary.com

Real-life bromance
Nick Swardson is like that guy you’ve seen at the bar but
can’t quite place how or why he looks familiar. Even as he stood
in front of me on an elevator in the Ritz, casually dressed in a
T-shirt and jeans, it took me a good few minutes before it hit me.
That’s because Swardson, a longtime comic actor who’s gone
gay in Grandma’s Boy and I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry,
has a tendency to get lost in his characters. You might remember
him as, and he puts it best, “a raging gay prostitute on roller
skates” named Terry on Comedy Central’s cop farce Reno 911!
“I really wanted to do the exact opposite of what I did in Reno
911!” says Swardson, who jokes that he used audio loops from
gay pornos to get him pumped for the action sequences in 30
Minutes or Less.
The movie’s also a vehicle for the two sides of Jesse Eisenberg,
who not only does his nerdy, average-guy thing, as seen in
Zombieland, but morphs into a fake-gun-totting badass. After
The Social Network, and last year’s lesser-known Holy Rollers,
what’s up with all these shady characters?
Eisenberg looks concerned when asked, and then deadpans
his response: “Thanks, Mom.”
“No, I mean, all of these characters have, like, a real inner
life,” he continues. “They’re going through something real,
experiencing it in a realistic way. This one is very heightened,
because he’s experiencing this mortal fear at every moment, but
it’s all the same to me.”
Even somewhat relatable, as his role as a pizza boy paralleled
with a past real-life gig in musical theater. “I started doing
musical theater when I was 10 years old, and I did a lot of musical
theater,” he says, “so maybe cumulatively that’s a terrible job –
but individually they were fun!”
The rest of the cast didn’t fare much better. Fleischer cleaned
up the Scantron bubbles while working at a standardized testing
company. Ansari jokes that he’s currently managing a Bubba
Gump Shrimp Co., and McBride worked at an amusement park’s
candy store a half-hour from his house.
“I used to pray on the way to work, ‘God, please help get me in
a car accident,’” McBride recalls. “‘One where I don’t get hurt but
where I don’t have to go to work today.’”
Says Eisenberg: “It’s tough to find that middle ground in a car
accident.”
Swardson had lots of sucky stints. “Before I started doing
comedy and acting, I was a busboy at Planet Hollywood,” he
says. “It was kind of bizarre, but I also prayed for car accidents.”
Who can say they have that in common? Oh, these two fellas,
who don’t just have that onscreen camaraderie, or bromance
(sorry, Aziz), but a real-life relationship.
“Making a movie is long hours,” McBride says. “Whenever you
get to work with people that you dig, who you think are really
funny and cool, it’s always good. With this project, all these guys
were awesome to work with. I’d want to do it again in a heartbeat
with any of them.”
Should a sequel happen, and Fleischer doesn’t expect it to,
Ansari already has the concept worked out: “It’s, like, a couple
day later and Jesse’s character comes back, knocks on my door,
has another bomb and he goes, ‘Here we go again!’ That’s how
the second film will start.”
But the real question, Aziz, is: How does it end?

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2433
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James Randi

The Thinking Sceptic

By Evan Kayne
James Randi has a reputation as a stage magician,
but over the last four decades he has become better
known as a challenger of pseudoscience, occult, and the
paranormal. He’ll be in Calgary on Saturday, September
24th and Edmonton on the 25th to discuss why it’s
important to challenge claims of the supernatural and
the occult.
It’s so important that in 1996 he set up the James Randi
Educational Foundation (JREF) with its mission “to promote
critical thinking by reaching out to the public and media with
reliable information about paranormal and supernatural ideas
so widespread in our society today.”
“We believe we can help people defend themselves from
paranormal and pseudo-scientific frauds of various kinds
that the media is selling to us all the time,” he recently told
12
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GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine. He thinks we need to
educate people to think critically about the world. The feedback
Mr. Randi gets from younger people is they – along with some
older folks - particularly are very susceptible to the media’s
manipulation of their thoughts on tales of the supernatural.
These tales of supernatural powers need to be examined
scientifically for many reasons. Some of these people are
charlatans, claiming they are faith healers or psychics who will
help you out in your time of need “for a modest fee.” Some may
give dangerous advice. At any rate, “...if there is one person
out there who is what I call a woo-woo, that is, someone who
accepts all of these things without any question whatsoever,
that person’s vote neutralizes mine on any important matter.
That means that’s a person I believe is not thinking rationally,
and I don’t want my vote cancelled out that way.”

www.gaycalgary.com

People are not thinking critically, he asserts. Instead, they
use this fantasy viewpoint to run their life, which means they
are then lost and deaf to critical thoughts and ideas. “I want to
do the most I can, as often as I can, to relieve the...ignorance
in the world. It’s not stupidity necessarily – not at all. In some
cases it is stupidity, but in most cases it’s ignorance. People
simply don’t know any better. I want to try to make sure
they do know better, so I put the information out there. They
can pick and choose from it. They can accept it or they can
reject it. That’s what we call freedom of speech and freedom
of expression.”
Unfortunately, for some, ignorance from new ideas is
bliss. They don’t want to have to think and re-examine their
worldview. Contrarily, Mr. Randi enjoys having his concepts
challenged. “I’m delighted when a new idea or concept comes
along for my consideration. It doesn’t mean I’m going to
accept it right away. I’m going to think about it. But certainly,
I welcome any new aspect of life and view of how the world
really works. I always welcome it. Many people don’t. They’re
afraid of it because they don’t want the status quo to change.
That disturbs them somehow.”
Still, the proudest moments Mr. Randi or the JREF
has brought about are when a little sliver of open-minded,
questioning rationality shines through. “You hear someone
say on a particular subject, I may be wrong...I’m going to think
about it. That’s all you can hope for...for someone to learn to
doubt, to accept that they might be wrong. I don’t ask others
to believe everything I say, or everything the James Randi
Educational Foundation says. I ask them to think about it.”
Which is not to say be cynical, it’s to say don’t accept
everything that comes up in front of you. Especially, as Mr.
Randi says, if the media are pushing it. “Remember...the
media don’t really care whether something is true or not.
They’re only interested in whether or not this will put 15 lines
of text on the screen that night on the internet, or whether it
will give a host of some news show something to say – whether
it’s true or not... As long as it fills time, affects the media in
some way, gets into a magazine, gets into writing someplace
or is announced on radio or on television. That’s all they care
about, and as soon as that’s done, bang, they’re finished, and
they go to the computer; they start to peck out a new story for
tomorrow night. The media is a whore, when it comes right
down to it. It’s been said many times in the past.”
Despite what the media portrays, what is encouraging are
the growing ranks of rational thinkers and sceptics who don’t
accept there are gods, ghosts and demons involved in our
lives; rather they believe in scientific progress and expanding
our understanding of the world.“Every day we know a little bit
more about how the world really works. We’ve got to keep up
on that sort of thing,” says Mr. Randi.
An example of how a rational, rather than supernatural
approach has benefited the world: mental disorders which may
cause hallucinations (visual or aural) are now being treated as
a health issue, not as a reason to call out the witchdoctors.

www.gaycalgary.com

People are attacking situations rationally. They’re asking if
these odd events were caused by chemical imbalances in the
brain, or external influences either on the person’s body or on
the environment. Unfortunately, as Mr. Randi told me, most
people can’t imagine they would suffer from these stressful
situations and may then reject rational, real reasons for their
condition.
“Oh, I’m immune to that, they think. I don’t have
hallucinations. But how do you positively figure out that
you don’t have hallucinations? Because hallucinations, by
definition, are things that don’t happen, but that seem to
happen to you. So how could you say Everything that happens
to me is real, therefore I don’t have any hallucinations? That’s
ridiculous.”
The internet has been a big help for fostering rational
discussion, however, as Mr. Randi says, it can also be a
breeding ground for falsehoods. “Communication is one
thing, but what is it communicating? Is it communicating the
truth, or an approximation of it, or falsehoods? The internet
is used as much by liars as it is by truth-seekers, I would
say, and people who want to sell you products - or ideas, or
philosophies, or religions, or whatever - are very active on the
internet because they realize it’s a very potent weapon.”
He went on to mention Wikipedia as an example of how it
can work both ways. Wikipedia doesn’t say its contents are
absolutely true, they tell you because of the different editors
from around the world who each have different languages/
cultures/points of view/motivations, you have to be your own
judge in accepting or rejecting their data.
“I think that’s a very wise attitude to take. Wikipedia is very
useful particularly because it can be corrected by people who
see errors in the entries. And my own biographical information
on Wikipedia I have to check about every 4-6 weeks just to
make sure there’s no real howler in there.” His point is to be
sceptical about information coming from ANYWHERE.
That being said, if you do read James Randi’s Wikipedia
entry, one recent fact is absolutely true. Over a year ago, at
the age of 81, he decided to publicly “out” himself as a gay
man. He did expect some people to question why he waited
until now to reveal it to the world.
Yet, he was never really “in” the closet.
“I’ve always been out – certainly to my family, to my friends,
to my colleagues, and my business partners. People like
that. Everybody who knows me at all well – even more than
fifteen minutes or so – becomes aware of this, and I’ve always
been very upfront about it. But I’ve never advertised the fact,
anymore than I advertise the fact that I’m right-handed. I
don’t think I would have a bulletin going out on our webpage
going Oh, by the way, I should tell everyone I’m right-handed. I
don’t think it’s important in that way either.”
He was expecting some of his critics to have their “a-ha!”
moment, but the reaction was very positive. Not one member of

Continued on Next Page 
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the “woo-woo” crowd touched it. He wondered whether in this
day and age they knew better than to go there, nevertheless,
“I literally did not get one woo-woo out there who has said, for
example, Oh, now I know the kind of person you are....”
However, what really surprised him was the positive
reception he got from GLBTQ youth:
“I got a lot of email from young people. I’m talking about
teenagers and even younger folks who had access to that
information. They all thanked me for giving them just a little
bit of inspiration—maybe not to come out right away, but to
be comfortable with themselves and with the idea of coming
out, so they’d be a little more ready when their time came to do
that. That really edified me to no end. I was very, very pleased
to see that. It was an unanticipated bonus for me.”
I did speculate with Mr. Randi that the rise in a more
rational, scientific approach to life has helped lead society
toward being more accepting of the GLBTQ community. He
agreed.
“When I was a teenager, I had to hide this fact. If I didn’t
I would have been stoned in the street by my neighbours.
That was just a hated thing. That was like admitting you had
ambitions of being a mass murderer. It really was a different
thing altogether. When I was a teenager, I had to conceal the
fact – I didn’t go through a lot of pain to do it, mind you – but
I just didn’t advertise it, and I certainly wouldn’t come out in
that particular atmosphere.”
“I think even in the last 6 to 8 years things have improved so
much for the gay community. I think it’s a bit astonishing to
me...a bit of a surprise, and certainly a delight to see that is the
situation, and that it continues to develop in that direction.”
Seeing the ranks of sceptics growing, thanks to people like
James Randi, is certainly a delight to a lot of people. It may not
happen overnight, but much as gay rights have progressed to
move us away from hate, one day we will be free from seeing
minds enslaved to superstition.

James Randi in Calgary
Sat Sept 24, 7:30pm
Science Theatres 140, University of Calgary
Reception at Club Sapien.
James Randi in Edmonton
Sun Sept 25, 7pm
TELUS Building 150, University of Alberta North Campus
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2434
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Fire Disrupts Pride
Centre of Edmonton
By Carey Rutherford & Rob Diaz-Marino
Last month the Pride Centre of Edmonton posted
a notice and media release on their website with
alarming news.
“Due to a fire, the Pride Centre will be closed temporarily.
We will continue to respond to telephone calls and email
inquiries during this temporary closure. Regularly scheduled
group meetings may experience a temporary change of
location or hiatus, please contact us if you require further
information on a particular group, program or service
during this unfortunate disruption to our services.”
You may be wondering what actually happened. As
Executive Director Ashley Matchem explains, there isn’t
much to tell.
“Unfortunately at this point, there’s not a whole lot of
information to give. It was investigated as a hate crime. I
think that was more of a precautionary item than an actual
concern that it may be a hate crime. Because of the nature
of what we do, serving a community that is marginalized,
and does experience hate crimes for a number of different
reasons.”
“It was determined to be an arson fire.. Unfortunately the
area that we’re in is prone to transient persons, so it’s not
uncommon for there to be homeless people around that pick
through dumpsters or have fires in the area. It may very well
be that we were the unlucky centre of the night.”
Ms. Matchem mentions that, as the fire was isolated
around the electrical panels of the building, the building as
a whole looks pretty much as it did beforehand, but their
offices and programs can’t do a lot without an electrical
supply.
“Right now, until we hear from insurance and the landlord
as to when we can return to the building, we’ve arranged
some temporary space through HIV Edmonton.”
She’s pleased with the community response to their time
in need, and she doesn’t just mean the LGBT community.
“I’ve been comforted in some way by the number of
organizations and individuals that have reached out to
help the Centre. And some of them aren’t necessarily
organizations that you would see affiliate with a Pride
Centre because of the nature of what we do. But a lot of
people have been willing to help, to provide space, willing
to volunteer: if we need to get in there and clean some stuff
up, what can we do? It’s been comforting to see that there’s
such community support from people who don’t identify
anywhere along the LGBTQ spectrum; realizing that there’s
more allies out there than what you think there are.”
The Pride Centre of Edmonton’s phone and email contacts
remain intact, so they can be reached for details about
activities and support programs during their temporary
closure.

Pride Centre of Edmonton
(780) 488-3234
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2435
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OVO

Cirque Du Soleil Hatches in Calgary

 Photo by OSA Images, Costumes: Liz Vandal, Copyright Cirque du Soleil 2009

By Jason Clevett
The world of insects leaps to life as only Cirque Du Soleil
can do it, under the Grand Chapiteau on the Stampede
Grounds. Ovo takes the audience into a colourful
ecosystem teeming with life, where insects work, eat,
crawl, flutter, play, fight and look for love. When a
mysterious egg appears in their midst, the insects are
awestruck and intensely curious about this iconic object
that represents the enigma and cycles of their lives.
“When Guy Laliberte asked (creator) Deborah Colker to
create a show for the 25th anniversary of Cirque Du Soliel, he
asked to do something about biodiversity. She realized that
you can do a lot with insects. You can explore that crickets
can jump five times their size, so it would be interesting
to experience that with performers and trampolines. It had
never been done in Cirque Du Soliel history, so that is how
it came about,” Marie-Claude Asselin, OVO publicist told
GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine.
“The entire process is two years to create a Cirque du
Soleil show. First the creative teams are working together to
pitch ideas on paper and make sure the show will be good.
It has to live 15 years before it retires, so the concept has
to be strong enough to survive all those years. A year prior
to opening the artists come together in Montreal. We have
a big studio here and we rehearse to create the show. It
opens in Montreal as a work in progress, we need to make
sure that the show is good enough and strong enough to go
on tour.”
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Setup began August 28th with over 200 workers erecting
the main tent. It is a fast-paced 10 days to set everything up
for the show, Asselin explained.
“This is quite a process. Normally we have only 1 week to
transfer, but we needed more time on the road to transport
the equipment from Chicago to Calgary. When the show
closes Sunday night we tear down as much as we can.
Packing it takes about three days and we hit the road to
the next city. 61 trucks had to go through customs to come
to Canada. We are currently setting up the stage, it takes
two days to set up the concession stand. We have to put the
chairs in the big top and do the artistic tent - the small tent
where the performers rehearse. Our artists start training
the Friday before in Calgary to be ready for the opening
September 7th.”
Calgary has long embraced Cirque Du Soleil coming to
the city. The love is mutual, both in the energy between
audience and performers, and how the show positively
impacts Calgary’s economy. To spend a month in a city is
really enjoyable.

Continued on Next Page 
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 From Previous Page
“There are cities that just love Cirque Du Soleil and we
do love the audience in Calgary. Every time it is a warm
welcome and it is important to go back to those cities that
truly appreciate our work. Everybody is super excited, it
has been a long time since we have been in Canada for Ovo.
We hire almost 150 local people to help us. We have people
helping us with set-up, and local people help in ushers,
box office, merchandising, VIP tent... We also hire people to
run the follow spot, in wardrobe, in the kitchen. It is really
important for us to help the economy of a city, and we can’t
travel with that many people so in every city we do hire
local people. A Cirque Du Soleil show is always a great date,
so before going to the show people go to restaurants. We
source locally to feed all the performers and staff, they stay
in hotels or apartments, we are buying public transportation
passes and doing a lot of tourist activities in the city. We
are travelling with 170 people going to restaurants and
shopping and spending money. Plus people travel from
other cities to see a Cirque Du Soleil show so it is a big
advantage for tourism. We are doing a lot of shows, we like
to be close to the audience that comes to see the show.
So for the performers, to be able to explore the city allows
them to know about the people from here. The performers
do shows six days a week, so we have Mondays off. Don’t
try and call a performer that day, because they are all out
around the city. We also try and organize tour activities
where we can just explore the highlights and check out the
must see. Banff is my first thing to do; I have never been to
Calgary so I am super excited.”
When asked which of the nine acts is her favorite, two
immediately stood out for her.
“It is difficult because it depends on your mood, your
favourite acts will change. The first one that comes to mind
is the last act of the show, it is 11 crickets jumping all
over the stage. We have three big trampolines and they
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are bouncing around full of energy and colour. My second
favorite is the six Chinese girls as ants that do foot juggling.
They juggle kiwis, oranges, eggplants and each other. They
are crazy, they have been rehearsing together since they
were six years old, they do incredible things with their feet.”
From Montreal to Vegas to worldwide tours, Cirque Du
Soleil is renowned for their spectacular shows. Ovo is
another in their list of must see shows.
“It is a very family-friendly show, not only for kids, it will
amaze even grandparents and forty year old people will find
their kid at heart. It is the first show created by a woman,
she is from Brazil so the music is influenced by that and you
will want to dance on your chair. To see the giant insects,
the costumes, the beautiful energy of the performers, I
haven’t seen anybody leave without a smile on their face. It
is a feel good show.”

Cirque Du Soleil presents Ovo
Under the Grand Chapiteau at Stampede Park
September 7th - October 9th, 2011
www.cirquedusoleil.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2436
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Calgary Outlink---------- Community Groups
Aids Calgary------------- Community Groups
Backlot------------------------ Bars and Clubs
Calgary Eagle Inc.------------ Bars and Clubs
Texas Lounge----------------- Bars and Clubs
Goliath’s-------------------------- Bathhouses

9
13
16
24
33
34

FAB---------------------------- Bars and Clubs
Westways Guest House---- Accommodations
Priape Calgary------------------ Retail Stores
Courtney Aarbo----------------------- Services
Twisted Element-------------- Bars and Clubs
Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------- Theatre

FIND OUT!

GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine is the go-to source for
information about Alberta LGBT businesses and community
groups—the most extensive and accurate resource of its kind! This
print supplement contains a subset of active community groups
and venues, with premium business listings of paid advertisers.
......... Wheelchair Accessible

Spot something inaccurate or outdated? Want your business or
organization listed? We welcome you to contact us!

 403-543-6960		
 1-888-543-6960
 magazine@gaycalgary.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/CalgaryTravelRss
http://www.gaycalgary.com/EdmontonTravelRss

Local Bars, Restaurants, and Accommodations info on the go!
http://www.gaycalgary.com/Directory

Browse our complete directory of over 600 gay-frieindly listings!
www.gaycalgary.com

One Yellow Rabbit-------------------- Theatre
ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects-------- Theatre
Pumphouse Theatre----------------- Theatre
La Fleur-------------------------- Retail Stores
Lisa Heinricks----------Theatre and Fine Arts
Marquee Room--------------- Bars and Clubs

CALGARY

LGBT Community Directory

✰....... Find our Magazine Here

35
36
37
41
43
55

Accommodations
13 Westways Guest House--------------------✰
 216 - 25th Avenue SW
 403-229-1758
 1-866-846-7038
 westways@shaw.ca
 www.gaywestways.com

Bars & Clubs
3 Backlot----------------------------------- ✰
 209 - 10th Ave SW
 403-265-5211
 Open 7 days a week, 2pm-close
4 Calgary Eagle Inc.----------------------- ✰
 424a - 8th Ave SE
 403-263-5847
 http://www.calgaryeagle.com
 Open Wed-Sun, 5pm-close
Leather/Denim/Fetish bar.

Club Paradiso

 1413 - 9th Ave SE, 2nd Floor
 403-265-5739
 www.clubparadiso.ca  tracy@villagecantina.ca
Fri: Garter Girls Burlesque. Sat: Carly’s Angels. Weekdays:
Magic, Comedy & Music.
60 Club Sapien------------------------------ ✰
 1140 10th Ave SW
 403-457-4464
 http://www.clubsapien.ca
Dance Club and Restaurant/Lounge.

58
60
61
62

Theatre Junction--------------------- Theatre
Club Sapien------------------- Bars and Clubs
Holidays on the Hill------------- Retail Stores
Concept Bar & Lounge------- Bars and Clubs

60 Concept Bar & Lounge---------------------✰
 908 17th Ave SW
 403-228-1006
 www.facebook.com/ConceptLounge
Premiere crossover lounge. Entrance on 16th Ave.
55 Marquee Room-----------------------------✰
 612 - 8th Avenue SW
 www.marqueeroom.com
Alternative night every Wednesday.
9 FAB--------------------------------------- ✰
 1742 - 10th Ave SW
 403-263-7411
 www.fab-bar.com
 Closed Mondays.
Bar and restaurant.
5 Texas Lounge-------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 11am-close
33 Twisted Element----------------------------✰
 1006 - 11th Ave SW
 403-802-0230
 www.twistedelement.ca
Dance Club and Lounge.

Bathhouses/Saunas
6 Goliaths-------------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day

Community Groups
2 AIDS Calgary---------------------------- ✰
 110, 1603 10th Avenue SW
 403-508-2500
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Directory & Events
Calgary Events

Lesbian Seniors---------------------------- 2pm

Mondays

ASK Meet and Greet----------------  7-9:30pm
 Bonasera (1204 Edmonton Tr. NE)

See 1 Calgary Outlink

Yoga (A)-----------------------------  6-7:30pm
Apollo Calgary

Sep27Dec6

Yoga (B)-------------------------  7:45-9:15pm
See

Apollo Calgary

Sep27Dec6

Squash--------------------------  8:15-9:45pm
See

 Kerby Center, Sunshine Room
		1133 7th Ave SW

 3rd

Apollo Calgary

Oct18

Apollo Calgary

Sep7

Between Men---------------------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink

 2nd, 4th

Pride Party--------------------------------- 1pm

 1st

Sunday Services---------------------  10:45am

Uniform Night----------------------  6pm-6am

Fake Mustache Show---------------------- 9pm

Worship Services-------------------------  11am

Kiss Pride Goodbye Show----------------- 8pm

Int/Comp Volleyball-----------  12:15-1:45pm

Friday, September 9th

At 1 Calgary Outlink

 1st

Fake Mustache Show------------------  7:30pm
By Miscellaneous Youth Network
 Quincy’s (609 7th Ave SW)

 3rd

 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

See
See
See
See
See
See

Deer Park United Church
Scarboro United Church
Apollo Calgary

Sep12

Hillhurst United Church
Knox United Church

Apollo Calgary

BBQ Social Sundays----------------------- 2pm

Fridays

Leather Night-------------------------- Evening
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Rainbow Community Church

At 5 Texas Lounge

See

Fetish Slosh----------------------------  Evening

Illusions--------------------------------  7-10pm

Sunday Socials----------------------  Afternoon

At 3 Backlot

 2nd

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm

Apollo Calgary

See 1 Calgary Outlink

See 1 Calgary Outlink

Women’s Healing Circle---------------  1:30pm

Apollo Calgary

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Thursday, September 1st

Wednesdays
Knox United Church

See

New Directions--------------------------  7-9pm

 2nd
 3rd

Heading Out-----------------------  8pm-10pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink

 4th

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Pride Fundraiser--------------------------- 8pm
At 9 FAB Bar

Sept1

Friday, September 2nd

Saturdays

Badminton--------------------------------- 7pm

Running------------------------------------  9am

Annual Uniform Ball---------------------- 9pm

Bowling------------------------------------ 7pm

Coffee------------------------------------  10am

Beach Party-------------------------------- 9pm

AIDS Calgary

Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day
At 4 Calgary Eagle with
See

Prime Timers Calgary

Apollo Calgary

See

Apollo Calgary

Sep8Dec15

Sep1Mar30

Mosaic Youth Group--------------------  7-9pm
 Old Y Centre (223 12th Ave SW)

 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

See

Apollo Calgary

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Sept2

By Prime Timers Calgary
 Midtown Co-op (1130 - 11th Ave SW)

At 60 Club Sapien

Curling-------------------------  2:20 & 4:30pm

PURE Pride Dance---------------------- 9pm
 Flames Central (219 - 8th Ave SW)
Sept3

See

Apollo Calgary

Sept2

Saturday, September 3rd

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm

Alberta Society for Kink

Apollo Calgary - Friends in Sports

 www.apollocalgary.com
 www.myapollo.com
A volunteer operated, non-profit organization serving
primarily members of the LGBT communities but open to all
members of all communities. Primary focus is to provide
members with well-organized and fun sporting events and
other activities.

• Western Cup 30

 www.westerncup.com
Easter long weekend, 2012.
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Sunday, September 11th
By

Apollo Calgary at Renfrew Community Association

Tuesday, September 13th

Annual General Meeting------------------ 7pm
By

ARGRA at  Old Y Centre (223 12 Ave SW)

Saturday, September 17th

Bear as you Dare-------------------------- 9pm
Saturday, September 24th

Mustache Party---------------------------- 9pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Sunday, September 25th
AIDS Walk for Life--------------------  10am
By AIDS Calgary at  Eau Claire Market
Friday, September 30th

Onyxx’s 26th Birthday Fundraiser-------- 9pm
At 5 Texas Lounge
October 2011

Pool Party----------------------------------  TBA
By

ARGRA

Oct1

Risen------------------------------------- 7pm
 Arrata Opera Centre (1315 - 7 Street SW)
Oct13

Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range/Future),  = Sponsored Event

 Calgary Contd.

 403-398-9968
 albetasocietyforkink@hotmail.com
 http://ca.groups.yahoo.com/
		group.albertasocietyforkink

ISCCA at 5 Texas Lounge

Halloween Dance----------------------- 8pm
By ARGRA
Oct15

 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

 info@aidscalgary.org
 www.aidscalgary.org

By

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Pride Dance----------------------------- 7pm
By Pride Calgary
Sept2
 Arrata Opera Centre
		1315 7th Street SW

See

The Gong Show---------------------------- 8pm

Apollo Pride Sports Day-----------  10am-6pm

Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day

See 1 Calgary Outlink

See

By Different Strokes
 SAIT Pool (1301 - 16 Ave NW)

Womynspace----------------------------  7-9pm

 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

Communion Service------------------  12:10pm

 1st

Sept4

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Swimming-------------------------------  5-6pm

Karaoke------------------------------  8pm-1am

ISCCA at 3 Backlot

ISCCA at 5 Texas Lounge

80s Night----------------------------------- 9pm

See

Women’s Volleyball----------------  7-8:30pm

By

By

Sept4

Church Service----------------------------- 4pm

Rec Volleyball------------------------------ 7pm

Jun

At 6 Goliaths

Sept4

Saturday, September 10th

BBQ Fundraiser-------------------------  5-9pm

Calgary Men’s Chorus

At 4 Calgary Eagle

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Rehearsals--------------------------  7-9:30pm
See

Sept4

Boot Camp (B)----------------  10:30am-12pm

Lesbian Meetup Group-------------  7:30-9pm

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm

See

Pride Brunch-----------------------  9am-12pm
At 9 FAB Bar

Sundays

Pride Street Festival----------------  12-6pm
By Pride Calgary at  Shaw Millennium Park Sept4

Calgary Networking Club--------------  5-7pm
Boot Camp (A)----------------------  7-8:30pm

Sunday, September 4th

Worship------------------------------  10:30am

By Different Strokes
 SAIT Pool (1301 - 16 Ave NW)

Tuesdays
 1st Tues

 1st, 3rd

Pride Parade--------------------------  12pm
By Pride Calgary at  Olympic Plaza
Sept4

By Miscellaneous Youth Network
At 60 Club Sapien

See 1 Calgary Outlink

At 9 FAB

Worship Time----------------------------  10am

Swimming-------------------------------  7-8pm

Inside Out Youth Group----------------  7-9pm
See

Tuned Out Music Trivia----------------  Evening

Thursdays

• Badminton (Absolutely Smashing)
 6020 - 4 Avenue NE
 badminton@apollocalgary.com

• Biking

 bike@apollocalgary.com

• Boot Camp

 Platoon FX, 1351 Aviation Park NE
 bootcamp@apollocalgary.com

• Bowling (Rainbow Riders League)
 Let’s Bowl (2916 5th Avenue NE)
 bowling@apollocalgary.com

• Curling

 North Hill Curling Club (1201 - 2 Street NW)
 curling@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at myapollo.org
to receive updates.
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• Golf

• Slow Pitch

• Lawn Bowling

• Squash

 golf@apollocalgary.com
 lawnbowling@apollocalgary.com

• Outdoor Pursuits

 outdoorpursuits@apollocalgary.com
If it’s done outdoors, we do it. Volunteer led events all
summer and winter. Hiking, camping, biking, skiing, snow
shoeing, etc. Sign up at myapollo.org to get updates on
the sport you like. We’re always looking for people to
lead events.

• Running (Calgary Frontrunners)

 YMCA Eau Claire (4th St, 1st Ave SW)
 calgaryfrontrunners@shaw.ca
East Doors (directly off the Bow river pathway). Distances
vary from 8 km - 15 km. Runners from 6 minutes/mile to
9+ minute miles.

 slow.pitch@apollocalgary.com

 Mount Royal University Recreation
 squash@apollocalgary.com
All skill levels welcome.

• Tennis

 tennis@apollocalgary.com

• Volleyball (Beach)

 beachvb@apollocalgary.com

• Volleyball (Int/Comp)

 West Hillhurst Community Center
		1940 6th Avenue NW
 vb@apollocalgary.com

• Volleyball (Recreational)
 235 - 18 Ave SW
 recvb@apollocalgary.com

www.gaycalgary.com

Directory & Events
 Calgary Contd.
• Volleyball (Women’s)

 YWCA Calgary (320 - 5th Avenue SE)
 vbwomen@apollocalgary.com

• Yoga

 World Tree Studio (812 Edmonton Trail NE)
 Robin: 403-618-9642
 yoga@apollocalgary.com
$120 (10 sessions); $14 Drop-ins open to all levels. Apollo
membership is required.

Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association (ARGRA)

 www.argra.org

• Monthly Dances----------------------------- Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Association
		1320 - 5th Avenue NW

Artists for the Quality of Life

 403-890-1261
 linda@afqol.org

 www.afqol.org

Calgary Gay Fathers

 calgaryfathers@hotmail.com
 http://www.calgarygayfathers.ca
Peer support group for gay, bisexual and questioning
fathers. Meeting twice a month.

Calgary Men’s Chorus

 http://www.calgarymenschorus.org

• Rehearsals

 Temple B’Nai Tikvah, 900 - 47 Avenue SW

Calgary Sexual Health Centre---------- ✰

 304, 301 14th Street NW
 403-283-5580
 http://www.calgarysexualhealth.ca
A pro-choice organization that believes all people have the
right and ability to make their own choices regarding their
sexual and reproductive health.

1 Calgary Outlink-----------------------------✰
 B1, 1528 16th Avenue SW
 403-234-8973
 info@calgaryoutlink.ca
 http://www.calgaryoutlink.com

• Peer Support and Crisis Line

 1-877-OUT-IS-OK (1-877-688-4765)
Front-line help service for GLBT individuals and their family
and friends, or anyone questioning their sexuality.

• Calgary Lesbian Ladies Meet up Group
• Between Men and Between Men Online
• Heading Out
• Illusions Calgary
• Inside Out
• New Directions
• Womynspace
Calgary Queer Book Club

 Weeds Cafe (1903 20 Ave NW)

Girl Friends

 girlfriends@shaw.ca
 members.shaw.ca/girlfriends

Girlsgroove

 403-278-8263

Different Strokes

 http://www.differentstrokescalgary.org

Don’t Buy In Project

 http://www.dontbuyin.ca
This Calgary Police Service Initiative aims to encourage
youth to working towards an inclusive environment in which
diversity is embraced in their schools and community.

FairyTales Presentation Society

 403-244-1956
 http://www.fairytalesfilmfest.com
Alberta Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.

• DVD Resource Library

Over a hundred titles to choose from. Annual membership
is $10.

www.gaycalgary.com

Primetimers Calgary

 primetimerscalgary@gmail.com
 http://www.primetimerscalgary.com
Designed to foster social interaction for its members
through a variety of social, educational and recreational
activities. Open to all gay and bisexual men of any age,
respects whatever degree of anonymity that each member
desires.

Queers on Campus---------------------- ✰

 http://www.girlsgroove.ca

Hillhurst United Church

 1227 Kensington Close NW
 (403) 283-1539
 office@hillhurstunited.com
 www.hillhurstunited.com

HIV Peer Support Group

 403-230-5832
 hivpeergroup@yahoo.ca

ISCCA Social Association

 http://www.iscca.ca
Imperial Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch. Charity
fundraising group..

Knox United Church

 506 - 4th Street SW
 403-269-8382
 http://www.knoxunited.ab.ca
Knox United Church is an all-inclusive church located in
downtown Calgary. A variety of facility rentals are also
available for meetings, events and concerts.

• Worship Services

 10:30am in July and August.

Miscellaneous Youth Network

 http://www.miscyouth.com

 Quincy’s (609 7th Ave SW)
 Club Sapien (609 7th Ave SW)
Calgary’s ONLY Drag King Show. Early show 7:30pm,
late show 9pm.

• Mosaic Youth Group

 The Old Y Centre (223 12th Ave SW)
For queer and trans youth and their allies.

Mystique

 mystiquesocialclub@yahoo.com
Mystique is primarily a Lesbian group for women 30 and
up but all are welcome.

• Coffee Night

 Second Cup (2312 - 4th Street SW)

NETWORKS

 networkscalgary@gmail.com
A social, cultural, and service organization for the mature
minded and “Plus 40” LGBT individuals seeking to meet
others at age-appropriate activities within a positive, safe
environment.
 Sean: 403-695-5791
 http://www.pflagcanada.ca
A registered charitable organization that provides
support, education and resources to parents, families and
individuals who have questions or concerns about sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Positive Space Committee

 4825 Mount Royal Gate SW
 403-440-6383
 http://www.mtroyal.ca/positivespace
Works to raise awareness and challenge the patterns of
silence that continue to marginalize LGBTTQ individuals.

✰

 140, 58th Ave SW
 403-258-2777
Gay, bi, straight video rentals and sex toys.
61 Holidays on the Hill----------------------- 210 - 7th Ave SW
 403-263-3030
Christmas, Halloween, and much more.
41 La Fleur------------------------------------ 103 - 100 7th Avenue SW
 403-266-1707
Florist and Flower Shop.

• Coffee Night

 305 10th Street NW
 http://www.thenakedleaf.ca
Organic teas and tea ware.

The Naked Leaf----------------------------

 2nd Cup, Kensington

Safety Under the Rainbow

 http://www.safetyrainbow.ca
Mission: To raise awareness and understanding of same-sex
domestic violence and homophobic youth bullying.

Scarboro United Church

 134 Scarboro Avenue SW
 403-244-1161
 www.scarborounited.ab.ca
An affirming congregation—the full inclusion of LGBT
people is essential to our mission and purpose.
 403-272-2912
 sharpfoundation@nucleus.com
 http://www.thesharpfoundation.com

16 Priape Calgary------------------------- ✰
 1322 - 17 Ave SW
 403-215-1800
 http://www.priape.com
Clothing and accessories. Adult toys, leather wear, movies
and magazines. Gifts.

Services & Products
Calgary Civil Marriage Centre

24 Courtney Aarbo (Barristers & Solicitors)
 1138 Kensington Road NW
 403-571-5120
 http://www.courtneyaarbo.ca
GLBT legal services.

 Let’s Bowl (2916 - 5th Ave NE)
 sundayunity@live.com
 CJSW 90.9 FM
 http://www.cjsw.com
Focus on sexuality; gay bisexual lesbian trans gendered and
straight issues here in Calgary and around the web.

Cruiseline

 403-777-9494 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca
Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.

DevaDave Salon & Boutique

Vigor Calgary

 403-255-7004
 www.vigorcalgary.ca
Violence in Gay Male Relationships (VIGOR) is a committee
of professionals dedicated to increasing the awareness of
gay men’s domestic violence and the services available
to them.

Wild Rose United Church

 1317-1st Street NW

 810 Edmonton Trail NE
 403-290-1973
Cuts, Colour, Hilights.

Duncan’s Residential Cleaning

 Jim Duncan: 403-978-6600
Residential cleaning. Free estimates.

Lorne Doucette (CIR Realtors)

 403-461-9195
 http://www.lornedoucette.com

“Yeah...What She Said!” Radio Show

 CJSW 90.9 FM
 yeahwhatshesaid@gmail.com

Marnie Campbell (Maxwell Realtors)

 403-479-8619
 http://www.marniecampbell.ca

Restaurants
4 Calgary Eagle Inc.---------------------		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.

 403-283-3555

 403-246-4134
 ca.ca@shaw.ca
Marriage Commissioner for Alberta (aka Justice of the Peace
- JP), Marriage Officiant, Commissioner for Oaths.

Sharp Foundation

Urban Sex Radio Show

• Fake Mustache

Retail Stores
Adult Depot-----------------------------

 279R Student Union Club Spaces, U of C
 403-220-6394
 http://www.ucalgary.ca/~glass
Formerly GLASS - Gay/Lesbian Association of Students
and Staff.

Unity Bowling

Parents for Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)

Deer Park United Church/Wholeness Centre

 77 Deerpoint Road SE
 http://www.dpuc.ca

Gay Friends in Calgary

 http://www.gayfriendsincalgary.ca
Organizes and hosts social activities catered to the LGBT
people and friends.

✰

MFM Communications

60 Club Sapien------------------------------ ✰
 1140 10th Ave SW
 403-457-4464
 http://www.clubsapien.ca

 403-543-6970
 1-877-543-6970
 http://www.mfmcommunications.com
Web site hosting and development. Computer hardware
and software.

9 FAB-------------------------------------		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.

 403-607-8215

Halo Steak, Seafood & Wine Bar

 Canyon Meadows Plaza
		13226 Macleod Trail SE
 403-271-4111
 www.halorestaurant.com

✰

MPs Catering
SafeWorks

Free and confidential HIV/AIDS and STI testing.

• Calgary Drop-in Centre

 Room 117, 423 - 4th Ave SE
 403-699-8216
 Mon-Fri: 9am-12pm, Sat: 12:15pm-3:15pm

Pride Calgary Planning Committee

 403-797-6564

 www.pridecalgary.ca

Pride Rainbow Project

 prp@planet-save.com
 http://www.priderainbowproject.com
Youth run project designed to show support for same-sex
marriage in Canada and elsewhere. A fabric rainbow
banner approximately 5 feet wide - goal is to make it
3.2km (2 miles) long, in order to break the world record.
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DOWNTOWN EDMONTON

1

5

7
11 6 12

3

N

4
14

1 Pride Centre------------- Community Groups
3 HIV Network------------- Community Groups
4 Edmonton STD---------- Community Groups

5 The Junction------------------ Bars and Clubs
6 Buddy’s Nite Club------------ Bars and Clubs
7 Down Under Baths--------------- Bathhouses

8 Prism Bar & Grill------------- Bars and Clubs
11 Steamworks---------------------- Bathhouses
12 Woody’s----------------------- Bars and Clubs

43 Lisa Heinricks (Artist)--------------------- Art Central, 100 7th Ave SW, lower level
 http://www.creamydreamy.com

EDMONTON

13 PLAY Nightclub--------------- Bars and Clubs
14 FLASH------------------------- Bars and Clubs

 Calgary Contd.
• Centre of Hope

 Room 201, 420 - 9th Ave SE
 403-410-1180
 Mon-Fri: 1pm-5pm

• Sheldon M. Chumir Health Centre

 1213 - 4th Str SW
 403-955-6014
 Sat-Thu: 4:15pm-7:45pm, Fri: Closed

• Safeworks Van

 403-850-3755
 Sat-Thu: 8pm-12am, Fri: 4pm-12am

Theatre & Fine Arts
36 ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects
 403-294-7402
 http://www.ATPlive.com

AXIS Contemporary Art--------------------

 107, 100 - 7 Ave SW
 rob@axisart.ca

Fairytales

		See Calgary - Community Groups.

Jubilations Dinner Theatre

 Bow Trail and 37th St. SW
 403-249-7799
 www.jubilations.ca

 403-262-3356
 www.axisart.ca

35 One Yellow Rabbit------------------------- Big Secret Theatre - EPCOR CENTRE
 403-299-8888
 www.oyr.org
37 Pumphouse Theatre------------------ 2140 Pumphouse Avenue SW
 403-263-0079
 http://www.pumphousetheatres.ca

✰

Stagewest-------------------------------

✰

58 Theatre Junction---------------------- Theatre Junction GRAND, 608 1st St. SW
 403-205-2922
 info@theatrejunction.com
http://www.theatrejunction.com

✰

 727 - 42 Avenue SE
 403-243-6642
 http://www.stagewestcalgary.com

34 Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------------ 161, 115 - 9 Ave SE
 403-221-3708
 http://www.vertigomysterytheatre.com

Community Groups
Alberta Bears

 www.beefbearbash.com

Bars & Clubs
6 Buddy’s Nite Club--------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6636
14 FLASH---------------------------------------✰
 10018 105 Street
 780-938-2941
 flashnightclub@hotmail.com
5 The Junction---------------------------- ✰
 10242 106th St
 780-756-5667
 http://www.junctionedmonton.com

PLAY Nightclub (closed)-------------------✰

 10220 103 Street
 info@playnightclub.ca
 http://www.playnightclub.ca

 780-497-7529

Prism Bar & Grill (closed)-------------

 10524 101st St
 http://www.prismbar.ca

✰

 780-990-0038

12 Woody’s-------------------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6557

Bathhouses/Saunas
7 Down Under Baths-------------------------✰
 12224 Jasper Ave
 780-482-7960
 http://www.gayedmonton.com
11 Steamworks--------------------------------✰
 11745 Jasper Ave
 780-451-5554
 http://www.steamworksedmonton.com
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AltView Foundation

 #44, 48 Brentwood Blvd, Sherwood Park, AB
 403-398-9968
 info@altview.ca
 www.altview.ca
For gender variant and sexual minorities.

Book Worm’s Book Club

 Howard McBride Chapel of Chimes
		10179 - 108 Street
 bookworm@teamedmonton.ca

Buck Naked Boys Club

 780-471-6993
 http://www.bucknakedboys.ca
Naturism club for men—being social while everyone is
naked, and it does not include sexual activity. Participants do
not need to be gay, only male.

Camp fYrefly

 7-104 Dept. of Educational Policy Studies
		Faculty of Education, University of Alberta
		Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2G5
 http://www.fyrefly.ualberta.ca

Edmonton Pride Festival Society (EPFS)

 http://www.edmontonpride.ca

Edmonton Prime Timers

 edmontonpt@yahoo.ca
 www.primetimersww.org/edmonton
Group of older gay men and their admirers who come from
diverse backgrounds but have common social interests.
Affiliated with Prime Timers World Wide.

www.gaycalgary.com
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Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm

Edmonton Events

See

Mondays

Boot Camp------------------------------  7-8pm
See

Team Edmonton

Men’s HIV Support Group--------------  7-9pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 2nd

Curling---------------------------------  7:15pm
See

Team Edmonton

Oct4Mar21

Tuesdays

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

TTIQ-------------------------------------  2-4pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 2nd

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Bowling-----------------------------  6:45-9pm
See

Team Edmonton

Sept7Mar15

Community Potluck---------------------  7-9pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 Last

Recreational Volleyball--------  8:30-10:30pm
See

Team Edmonton

Oct5

Swimming-----------------------  7:30-8:30pm
See

Team Edmonton

May19

Martial Arts---------------------  7:30-8:30pm
See

Team Edmonton

Pride Centre of Edmonton

See

Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm

See

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm

See

Youth Movie Night------------------  6:30-8:30

See

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm

See

Get Tested for STIs----------------------  3-6pm

Saturdays

 Unitarian Church (10804 119th Street)
See Edmonton Primetimers

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See

Youth Understanding Youth

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Mixed Badminton----------------------  8-10pm
See

Team Edmonton

Jan13End of May

See
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton
Pride Centre of Edmonton

 Last

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See

Youth Understanding Youth

Swimming-------------------------------  7-8pm
See

Team Edmonton

May19

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Book Club------------------------------  7:30pm
See

BookWorm’s Book Club

 3rd

Martial Arts---------------------  7:30-8:30pm
See
See

Team Edmonton
Team Edmonton

Pride Centre of Edmonton

See
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Understanding Youth

Naturalist Gettogether
See

Buck Naked Boys Club

 2nd

AA Big Book Study--------------------  12-1pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Monthly Meeting-----------------------  2:30pm
By Edmonton Primetimers
 Unitarian Church, 10804 - 119th Street

 2nd

Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 2nd, 4th

Womonspace Meeting---------  12:30-1:30pm
Pride Centre of Edmonton

 1st

Yoga---------------------------------  2-3:30pm
Team Edmonton

Men Talking with Pride----------------  7-9pm
Pride Centre of Edmonton

Ballroom Dancing--------------  7:30-8:30pm
Team Edmonton

Monthly Meetings---------------------- 2:30pm
 2nd

Tuesday, September 13th

Mixer-----------------------------------  5:30pm
By ERBA
 Remedy Cafe (8631 - 109 Street)
Sunday, September 18th
AIDS Walk for Life--------------  11am-4pm
By HIV Edmonton at  Sir Winston Chirchill Square
Tuesday, September 20th

Bowling------------------------------------ 5pm

Annual General Meeting----------  8:30-10pm

Sundays

October 2011

See

Team Edmonton

GLBT African Group

At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

 1st, Last

Running------------------------------  10-11am
Team Edmonton

By

ISCWR at 5 The Junction

Investitures----------------------------- 11am
By ISCWR
Oct1
Exposure Festival---------------------- 11am
By Exposure
Oct20Oct23

 1st

Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range),  = Sponsored Event

 Edmonton Contd.
Edmonton Rainbow Business Association

 3379, 11215 Jasper Ave
 780-429-5014
 http://www.edmontonrba.org
Primary focus is the provision of networking opportunities
for LGBT owned or operated and LGBT-friendly businesses
in the Edmonton region.

Edmonton Illusions Social Club

 5 The Junction
 780-387-3343
 groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions
4 Edmonton STD
 11111 Jasper Ave

Free School provides workshops on a variety of topics
related to local activism.

• Get Tested for STIs

Free STD testing for anyone interested. For more
information please contact the Pride Centre.

• GLBT African Group (Drop-In)

 fred@pridecentreofedmonton.org
 jeff@pridecentreofedmonton.org
Group for ALL gay refugees and their friends and families,
from all around the world.

• GLBT Seniors Drop-In

Edmonton Vocal Minority

 780-479-2038
 www.evmchoir.com

 2nd

At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

See

PFLAG---------------------------------  12:10pm
See

At 5 The Junction

See 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Thursdays

Intermediate Volleyball--------  7:30-9:30pm

Wednesdays

Free School----------------------------  11-5pm

Fridays

Edmonton Illusions--------------------  8:30pm

 sing@evmchoir.com

3 HIV Network Of Edmonton Society---- ✰
 9702 111 Ave NW
 www.hivedmonton.com

Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose

 http://www.iscwr.ca

OUTreach

 University of Alberta, basement of SUB
 outreach@ualberta.ca
 http://www.ualberta.ca/~outreach
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender/transsexual, Queer,
Questioning and Straight-but-not-Narrow student group.
1 Pride Centre of Edmonton-------------- ✰
 95A Street, 111 Ave
 780-488-3234
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org

• Community Potluck

 Main Space – Upstairs
 tuff@shaw.ca
A potluck open to all members of the LGBTQ community. A
time to get together, share a meal and meet people from
the community.

 SAGE building, Classroom B
		15 Sir Winstone Churchill Square
 tuff@shaw.ca
A social and support group for seniors of all genders and
sexualities to talk, have tea and offer each other support.

• Men Talking with Pride

 Main Space – Upstairs
 robwells780@hotmail.com
A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and
transgendered men to discuss current issues and to offer
support to each other.

• Men’s HIV Support Group

 Green Room – Upstairs
 huges@shaw.ca
Support group for people living with HIV/AIDS.

• PFLAG

 Red room - Downstairs
 780-436-1998
 edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays: A support
group for family members and friends of GLBT people. An
excellent resource for people whose family members and
friends have just come out.

• Suit Up and Show Up: AA Big Book Study

 Downstairs Couch Area
Discussion and support group for those struggling with an
alcohol addiction or seeking support in staying sober.

Members are invited to attend and help determine the
board for the next term. If you are interested in running for
the board or getting involved in some of the committees,
please contact us.

• TTIQ

• Badminton (Mixed)

 Green Room – Upstairs
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org
TTIQ is mixed gender open support group addressing the
needs of transsexual and transgendered individuals.

 St. Thomas Moore School, 9610 165 Street
 coedbadminton@teamedmonton.ca
New group seeking male & female players.

• Womonspace Board Meeting

 Oliver School, 10227 - 118 Street
 780-465-3620
 badminton@teamedmonton.ca
Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton. $40.00 season
or $5.00 per drop in.

 Main Space – Upstairs
 wspresident@hotmail.com
Womonspace is a Social and Recreational Society in
Edmonton run by volunteers. They provide opportunities
for lesbians to interact and support each other in a safe
environment, and to contribute to the broader community.

• Youth Movie

 Main Space – Upstairs
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
Movie chosen by youth (aged 14 – 25), usually with LGBT
themes. Popcorn is served.

• YouthSpace

 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
A safe and supportive space for GLBTQ youth aged 13–25.
Video games, computers with internet, clothing bank,
and more.

Team Edmonton

 president@teamedmonton.ca
 http://www.teamedmonton.ca

• Badminton (Women’s)

•Ballroom Dancing

 Foot Notes Dance Studio, 9708-45 Avenue NW
 Cynthia: 780-469-3281

• Blazin’ Bootcamp

 Garneau Elementary School
		10925 - 87 Ave
 bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca

• Bowling (Northern Titans)

 Ed’s Rec Room (West Edmonton Mall)
 bowling@teamedmonton.ca
$15.00 per person.

• Cross Country Skiing

 crosscountry@teamedmonton.ca

• Prime Timers

See Edmonton Primetimers.

• Free School

 Main Space – Upstairs
 monika\penner@shaw.ca

www.gaycalgary.com
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• Curling with Pride

 Granite Curling Club, 8620 107 Street NW
 curling@teamedmonton.ca

• Cycling (Edmonton Prideriders)
 Various locations in Edmonton
 cycling@teamedmonton.ca

• Dragon Boat (Flaming Dragons)
 dragonboat@teamedmonton.ca

• Golf

 golf@teamedmonton.ca

• Gymnastics, Drop-in

 Ortona Gymnastics Club, 8755 - 50 Avenue
 gymnastics@teamedmonton.ca
Have the whole gym to yourselves and an instructor to
help you achieve your individual goals. Cost is $5.00
per session.

• Hockey

 hockey@teamedmonton.ca

• Martial Arts

 15450 - 105 Ave (daycare entrance)
 780-328-6414
 kungfu@teamedmonton.ca
 kickboxing@teamedmonton.ca
Drop-ins welcome.

• Outdoor Pursuits

 outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca

• Running (Arctic Frontrunners)

 Emily Murphy Park, west end
 running@teamedmonton.ca
All genders and levels of runners and walkers are invited to
join this free activity.

• Slo Pitch

 Parkallen Field, 111 st and 68 ave
 slo-pitch@teamedmonton.ca
Season fee is $30.00 per person. $10 discount for players
from the 2008 season.

• Snowballs V

 January 27-29, 2012
 snowballs@teamedmonton.ca
Skiing and Snowboarding Weekend.

• Soccer

 soccer@teamedmonton.ca

• Spin

Open to women 21+, experienced or not, all are welcome.
Call for info.

• Yoga

 Lion's Breath Yoga Studio (10350-124 Street)
 yoga@teamedmonton.ca

Womonspace

 780-482-1794
 womonspace@gmail.com
 www.womonspace.ca
Women’s social group, but all welcome at events.

Youth Understanding Youth

 780-248-1971
 www.yuyedm.ca
A support and social group for queer youth 12-25.

• Sports and Recreation

 Brendan: 780-488-3234
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org

Restaurants
5 The Junction------------------------------- 10242 106th St
 780-756-5667
12 Woody’s-------------------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6557

Retail Stores
Rodéo Drive

 11528 - 89th Street
 780-474-0413
 brendalee@rodeodrive.ca
 http://www.rodeodrive.ca
His and hers fetish wear, toys, jewelry, etc.

Products & Services
Cruiseline

 780-413-7122 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca
Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.

Robertson-Wesley United Church

 10209 - 123 St. NW
 780-482-1587
 jravenscroft@rwuc.org
 www.rwuc.org
 Worship: Sunday mornings at 10:30am
People of all sexual orientations welcome. Other LGBT
events include a monthly book club and a bi-monthly film
night. As a caring spiritual community, we’d love to have
you join us!

 MacEwan Centre for Sport and Wellness
		109 St. and 104 Ave
 Wednesdays, 5:45-6:45pm
		Season has ended.
 spin@teamedmonton.ca
7 classes, $28.00 per registrant.

• Soul OUTing

• Swimming (Making Waves)

• Book Club

 NAIT Pool (11762 - 106 Street)
 swimming@teamedmonton.ca
 www.makingwavesswimclub.ca

• Tennis

 Kinsmen Sports Centre
 Sundays, 12pm-3pm
 tennis@teamedmonton.ca

• Ultimate Frisbee

 Sundays
		Summer Season starts July 12th
 ultimatefrisbee@teamedmonton.ca
E-mail if interested.

• Volleyball, Intermediate

 Amiskiwacy Academy (101 Airport Road)
 volleyball@teamedmonton.ca

• Volleyball, Recreational

 Mother Teresa School (9008 - 105 Ave)
 recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca

• Women’s Lacrosse

 Sharon: 780-461-0017
 Pam: 780-436-7374
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 Second Sunday every month, 7pm
An LGBT-focused alternative worship.

• Film Night

 Bi-monthly, contact us for exact dates.
 Monthly, contact us for exact dates.

Theatre & Fine Arts
Exposure Festival

 http://www.exposurefestival.ca
Edmonton’s Queer Arts and Culture Festival.

The Roxy Theatre

 10708 124th Street, Edmonton AB
 780-453-2440
 www.theatrenetwork.ca

BANFF/CANMORE
Community Groups
Mountain Pride

 BOX 4892, BANFF, AB, T1L 1G1
 Brian, 403-431-2569
 1-800-958-9632
 members@gaybanff.com
 www.gaybanff.com
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Serving the GLBTQS community in Banff, Canmore, Lake
Louise and Area.

GRANDE PRAIRIE
Community Groups
GALAP

 10113 - 103 Ave, T8V 1C2
 780-512-1990
Gay and Lesbian Association of the Peace.

Community Groups
Central Alberta AIDS Network Society

 4611-50 Avenue, Red Deer, AB
 http://www.caans.org
The Central Alberta AIDS Network Society is the local
charity responsible for HIV prevention and support in
Central Alberta.

Western Canadian Pride Campout

 www.eventmasterinc.net

• Wednesday Coffee Nights

LETHBRIDGE
Community Groups
GALA/LA

 403-308-2893
 http://www.galalethbridge.ca
Gay and Lesbian Alliance of Lethbridge and Area.

• Monthly Dances

 Henotic (402 - 2 Ave S)
Bring your membership card and photo ID.

• Monthly Potluck Dinners

 McKillop United Church, 2329 - 15 Ave S
GALA/LA will provide the turkey...you bring the rest. Please
bring a dish to share that will serve 4-6 people, and your
own beverage.

• Support Line

 403-308-2893
 Monday OR Wednesday, 7pm-11pm
Leave a message any other time.

• Friday Mixer

 The Mix (green water tower)
		103 Mayor Magrath Dr S
 Every Friday at 10pm

YouthSafe

 http://www.youthsafe.net
Alberta’s website for youth with sex-and-gender differences.
Youthsafe.net lists the resources, information and services
to help youth find safe and caring spaces in Alberta.

Theatre & Fine Arts
Alberta Ballet

 http://www.albertaballet.com
Frequent productions in Calgary and Edmonton.

CANADA
Community Groups
Alberta Trans Support/Activities Group

 http://www.albertatrans.org
A nexus for transgendered persons, regardless of where they
may be on the continuum.

Canadian Rainbow Health Coalition

 P..O. Box 3043, Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3S9
 (306) 955-5135
 1-800-955-5129
 http://www.rainbowhealth.ca

Egale Canada

Gay & Lesbian Integrity Assoc. (GALIA)

 University of Lethbridge
GBLTTQQ club on campus.

ALBERTA

 galia@uleth.ca

• Movie Night

 Room C610, University of Lethbridge

Gay Youth Alliance Group

 Betty, 403-381-5260
 bneil@chr.ab.ca
 Every second Wednesday, 3:30pm-5pm

Lethbridge HIV Connection

 1206 - 6 Ave S

PFLAG Canada

 1-888-530-6777
 lethbridgeab@pflagcanada.ca
 www.pflagcanada.ca

Pride Lethbridge

 lethbridgepridefest@gmail.com

 8 Wellington St E, Third Floor
		Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1C5
 1-888-204-7777
 www.egale.ca
Egale Canada is the national advocacy and lobby
organization for gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, transidentified people and our families.

Products & Services
Squirt

 http://www.squirt.org
Website for dating and hook-ups. 18+ ONLY!

Theatre & Fine Arts
Broadway Across Canada

 http://www.broadwayacrosscanada.ca

OUTtv

 http://www.outtv.ca
GLBT Television Station.

RED DEER
Community Groups
Affirm

 Sunnybrook United Church
 403-347-6073
 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7pm
Composed of LGBTQ people, their friends, family and
allies. No religious affiliation necessary. Activities include
support, faith and social justice discussions, film nights,
and potlucks!

www.gaycalgary.com
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Politics

It’s Not That Easy Being Green
By Stephen Lock
Many of us grew up absorbing the values and lessons
relayed by the American-produced children’s show
Sesame Street, where acceptance of individual differences
and getting along were the key messages. Diversity was
a large part of that as well and, over all, the show did a
pretty fine job of it.
For those of us who grew up to be gay, lesbian, bi and trans,
however, we never saw ourselves reflected in the Utopian world
of the neighbourhood and, as many of us did growing up, we
adapted or “read in” what we saw and heard around us to see
that reflection even if it wasn’t really there.
There is now a fellow by the name of Lair Scott who has
started an on-line petition to have the producers of Sesame
Street hold a same-sex marriage for long time best friends and
roommates, Bert and Ernie, claiming the two characters are
not, in fact, best friends but gay partners. To be honest, I never
saw them that way.
Predictably, there has been a backlash to the suggestion
of Bert and Ernie “turning gay.” A central argument here is
that Scott is yet another ‘radical gay activist’ who wants to coopt an innocent children’s show to promote The Gay Agenda.
While I am not sure about imposing, for right or wrong, adult
real-world issues on foam-based characters in a kiddie show,
there is the argument that Sesame Street does, in fact, teach
about a variety of issues including fairness and respect towards
others. Sesame Street is multi-racial and multi-specied, and
has different overlapping layers of reality in which everyone
gets along and looks out for each other. If Sesame Street can
create a universe in which humans co-exist and communicate
daily with talking frogs, slutty pigs, large yellow birds, various
hairy monsters, singing bugs, Martians, Jewish bears, cuddly
vampires, and fairies and in which various family configurations
are featured, then why can’t a couple of characters be gay or
lesbian?
As soon as one suggests that, what immediately springs to
mind - and it sprang to my own as I wrote that - is the question
of what differentiates ‘gay’ or ‘lesbian’ from ‘non-gay’ and ‘nonlesbian’ and the answer, of course, is sex...or more specifically,
the sort of sex we have and who we have it with. And sex
scares people, especially the possibility of having to discuss it
around children. I completely understand that and can quite
see how those who are not gay or lesbian, and who only see “gay
issues” in terms of sexuality and sexual behaviour, would react
to something like this being introduced to innocent children.
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We see this in the whole debate of introducing sexual
orientation issues in our schools, too. People immediately
assume young children will learn/be taught about what we do,
or what they assume we do, sexually. Certainly in the older
grades this is appropriate, alongside other aspects of sex ed, but
that is not what we are talking about here. What individuals
like Scott are proposing is that the social and cultural reality
of GLBTQ be presented. It doesn’t have to be about “sex” any
more than the relationship between Kermit and Miss Piggy is,
or the relationship between Forgetful Jones and Clementine
or, for that matter, the HIV status of Kami, who is a character
in the South African show. It is possible to present GLBTQ
characters as characters who are different without delving into
their sexuality.
One might simply say that these are all just puppets made of
felt, foam and fake fur and that anyone attempting to “sexualize”
them clearly has some issues about separating fantasy from
reality. What is lost in that argument, however, is that these
puppets reflect reality and are used to teach valuable lessons
about acceptance, tolerance, diversity, and co-existence. I
suspect the real issue is, if the neighbourhood were to have
a GLBTQ character or two, even if its sexuality was not front
and centre, it would pose a challenge to parents to perhaps try
and explain to inquisitive toddlers why the character feels hurt,
or left out, or not liked; what is it that makes them different?
Children can accept differences quite easily if left to their own
devices and if they understand the differences are not something
to tease about; that those who are ‘different’ from them really
are not all that different after all. It’s called empathy. It is
adults who get queasy about having to explain that some boys
and some girls “like” other boys and other girls in a special way.
What way, Mommy? Argh!
To me, it can be easily explained to the age level that watches
Sesame Street, and is enthralled with it, that some boys and
some girls fall in love with a girl or a boy and other boys and
girls fall in love with another boy or another girl. Children
aren’t uncomfortable about these things; adults are.
Sesame Workshop president and CEO, Gary Knell, in
response to the call by Lair Scott to “out” Bert and Ernie, wrote
“they are not gay, they are not straight, they are puppets...they
do not exist below the waist.” Just who is sexualizing here?
Scott was talking about the social identity, the character, the
persona if you will, of Bert and Ernie and Knell goes right for
the gonads - or lack of them.
In many ways, Sesame Street has become that highly touted
entity known as An American Institution. It has helped mould
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the minds and perceptions of generations of children, helping to
guide them to a deeper understanding, and appreciation, of the
world around them in all its diversity. And that is a good thing.
The interesting thing about children is their innocence and
along with that is a particular ability to simply accept. If Bert
and Ernie, or another new character, was presented as gay
(without the sexual overtones) it wouldn’t be particularly noted
by the child. I remember watching Bugs Bunny as he devoted
himself to making Elmer Fudd’s life a living hell and thought it
was funny and clever. As an adult, I have seen some of those
episodes where Bugs Bunny cross-dresses, flirts with Elmer,
even lays a big ol’ smacker of a kiss on him and bats his eyes at
the flustered, and intrigued, Elmer before skipping away across
the meadow on tip-toes.
Of course, Elmer soon figures out the flirtatious creature
that made his eyes turn into swelling little valentine hearts is
nothing more than his nemesis; that “wascally wabbit”, Bugs.
Talk about your adult themes. There is much in the old Looney
Tunes universe that is actually quite adult, but I never saw it
as a child; it went right over my head yet, at the same time, I
was exposed to another way of being, another way one could
express oneself.
Looking back, I can see viewing these episodes was just a
harmless way to spend a Saturday morning (not that I was
big on cartoons to begin with) and I didn’t question why Bugs
seemed to delight in dressing up as a girl and flitting about;
he just did and it was funny. Just as Wily Coyote having a
bomb-making kit from ACME Bomb Inc. blow him up instead of
Road Runner, or having an anvil sail up into the air and come
careening back, it’s ominous shadow growing larger and larger
as Wily gazed mournfully at the camera before being flattened
into the dry earth of the canyon, yet again. These images didn’t
corrupt me or twist me into a cross-dressing, bomb-making
little terrorist, but they did resonate with me, even if I didn’t
totally comprehend why until years later.
Just as innercity black, Hispanic and other minority kids
needed to see themselves reflected in the shows they watched
instead of only seeing white middle class able-bodied kids,
so too do GLBTQ kids, or those kids who will grow up to be
GLBTQ, need to see themselves; to have those nascent feelings
and awareness affirmed, to know they are in fact okay. Sesame
Street is about this diversity and is well-equipped to handle it
appropriately, if only they remember their roots and take the
risk to do so.
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Trans-Identity

Why the Umbrella Failed
Part 3: Trans Activism as Allies
By Mercedes Allen
In previous articles, I examined trans activism and
how umbrella thinking – conflating transsexual and
gender diverse people as one puzzling whole – sets the
stage for erasure and conflict that impedes trans as a
social movement or movements. I also talked about
an ongoing “don’t call me transgender” argument that
has been happening in trans groups and how simply
divorcing various trans groups from each other only
perpetuates the colonial practices it claims to be trying
to address. It’s easy to pull something apart - the more
challenging thing is to put it back together in a way that
makes sense.
“Transsexual and Gender Diverse People”
I’ve used the phrase “Transsexual and Gender Diverse”
in this discussion. “Gender diverse” is likely a temporary
designation, since as someone relatively binary-privileged,
I probably shouldn’t be the person defining someone else.
Any umbrella term is likely to be flawed, although at least
it acknowledges diversity. Maybe gender diverse people whether genderqueer, crossdressing, agender or otherwise
- will prefer to retain “transgender.” Time will tell.
When I use that phrase for issues that both share, I’m
denoting a visible difference in narrative and needs between:
• Physical transition between sexes (usually with binary
identification), and
• Expression of gender that varies from societal
expectations, for many different possible reasons
(typically not with a medical or life-change track)
We know that both kinds of paths exist and that the
people who follow them need to do so, in order to be true to
themselves.
I do sometimes use “trans” to keep discussions from
being clunky, but using two designations where possible
to ensure greater visibility and distinction. “Trans” alone is
still vulnerable to umbrella thinking.
Denoting Separate Characteristics, Not Invalidating People
It’s important to note that I’m talking about dividing
characteristics, and not people. People can be both.
Divorce and repudiation of anyone who doesn’t fit certain
preconceptions is not decolonialism, but rather the creation
of new borders and hierarchies.
The whole concept of human rights, for example, is that
everyone needs to be treated according to their individual
merits and actions, and not be prejudged based on a real
or perceived membership in any particular class. If we truly
believe in the concept of human rights, then we believe in
human rights for all. If we seek to make exceptions, then we
aren’t seeking human rights, we’re seeking special rights,
which is oppression. We don’t put into place protections
for disability and then seek to exempt mental disabilities
simply because what we believe about this-or-that condition
intimidates us.
Not Just the Same-Old Same-Old
If alliance is to be something significantly different from
umbrella activism, then it’s not likely to follow exactly the
same rules. We can’t just change the name and proceed
exactly as we did before. Being that I’m not the “Supreme
Dictator,” I can’t dictate what those rules should be. I can
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suggest what I think would make sense - but again, I speak
only for myself.
The question now becomes “Why ally?” and that has been
an ongoing debate in trans and LGB(T) circles. Because
we’re thinking in terms of umbrellas, we look for “sames”
that unite us - the nature of homophobia and transphobia,
the general public’s perception of us, gender expression and
societal expectations, areas of overlap - and then we face
challenges to that by people who focus on the differences.
When we’re arguing this, we’re still thinking in terms of
forming colonies and mapping their borders.
Why ally? Well, for social justice purists, the answer is
usually simply “because there’s a need,” or “because it’s the
right thing to do.” But becoming involved with everything
that has a need is obviously going to drive people to burn
themselves out. So ultimately, we need to be somewhat
selective and limit this to “because there’s a need and
because I can.”
Why: Being on the Same Page for Clarity
For those coming from positions of lesser power - or in this
case, when both are in positions of equally reduced power the answer to that question is also often in part, “so we can
be heard.” Without a presence in a dialogue, one is unable
to shape it. So we seek to be involved with movements that
are active in issues that directly and sometimes indirectly
affect us, or have the potential to define us in the public
arena.
The latter is important, because from a pragmatic point
of view, transsexual and gender diverse communities have
already been so closely linked that each will probably
shape the other for years to come whether they intend to
or not - unless both can be on the same page about clearly
presenting multiple communities, with multiple sets of
issues and needs.
Why: Empathy
But most often, the answer to that question comes down
to ones willingness and/or ability to empathize. For many of
us, those umbrella “sames” we mentioned give us a reason to
care, and help us understand another’s issues to a greater
or lesser degree. Not everyone agrees with those “sames,” so
trying to force those points of empathy that appeal to you
on someone else is a cornering argument, and inevitably will
get a cornered response. We care - or we don’t - on our own
terms. But if we don’t, we can’t play the victim when others
view us in the same manner.
Likewise, if we have a common “same,” it doesn’t give us a
right to speak on behalf of everyone with that commonality
(and that’s something that thinking in terms of an umbrella
sometimes seduces us into doing), but it does give us ample
reason to speak our own perspective, listen (and parse), and
find a middle ground if it’s needed.
Why: Consistency
There is sometimes also a responsibility. For us to protest
how a group or society at large disenfranchises or had
previously disenfranchised us, we take on a responsibility
to not perpetuate that same marginalization on others. This
means being involved enough to understand the perspective
of people we might be affecting through our movement, or
at least honestly seeking ways to minimize any harms we
might cause them. Alliance is a process of oppressed classes
abandoning many of the internal struggles that cause them
www.gaycalgary.com

to further oppress each other, and look for a path by which
they all can progress.
And if we do ally, then there is something that becomes
admittedly more difficult than they were when we were
expecting people to simply get under our umbrella: building
mutual solidarity. This is more difficult because we can no
longer simply assume that our vision is right for everybody.
And this is more rewarding because it provides a check
and balance to ensure that we are seeking out the voices
of others, instead of just our own. We cannot presume to
change a “father knows best” social structure by adopting
our own “father knows best” perspective.
Next Month: How.
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Gossip
Glee’s Jonathan Groff and True Blood’s Rutina Wesley join
The Submission
When a gay white male playwright poses as an AfricanAmerican female in order to pen a story about an alcoholic
black mother, only to be discovered in that lie, the
consequences aren’t going to be the stuff of fluffy musical
theater. So when the non-musical drama The Submission
opens Off Broadway this fall, audiences can expect to see a
side of Jonathan Groff (Spring Awakening/Glee) they might
not have experienced before. The Tony nominee will be
joined by True Blood star Rutina Wesley (as a woman who
becomes involved in Groff’s hoax) as well as by Eddie Kaye
Thomas (American Pie) as Groff’s boyfriend, with directing
duties handled by Tony winner Walter Bobbie (Venus In
Fur/Chicago) So if you’re planning a New York theater trip
this fall, put it at the top of your to-see list; serious drama
– especially serious drama about touchy issues like race –
never sticks around as long as the ones with catchy songs
and cat costumes.
Coming soon: a Weekend of Toast

 Elton John, photo by Andrew Macpherson/Miramax

Deep Inside Hollywood
Elton John ditches gnomes for trolls
By Romeo San Vicente
Elton John’s movie producing arm, Rocket Pictures,
scored a solid hit with this spring’s
Gnomeo & Juliet, an animated reworking of Romeo and
Juliet featuring talking, singing garden gnomes. Filled to
the brim with John’s classic hit singles, the film made
almost $200 million worldwide.
And because it’s a short leap from gnomes to trolls, that’s
where Rocket’s going next. Will Gallows and the Snake-Bellied
Troll, a live-action/CGI-animated feature based on the first in
a series of kid-aimed books by author Derek Keilty, is already
in production with Gnomeo’s writer/director Kelly Asbury.
The story combines elements of Wild West cowboy adventure
and, well, trolls from a fantasy universe. There’s no voice
cast set up just yet, but it’s safe to expect that John will
contribute in some way to the film’s score. No gay troll jokes
please.
T.R. Knight heads back To TV
It’s been about two years since Grey’s Anatomy star T.R.
Knight quit that show amidst conflict with fellow actor
Isaiah Washington. And he’s kept busy in the theater world
in the meantime, including taking a starring role in the 2010
Broadway show A Life In The Theatre opposite Patrick Stewart.
But Hollywood called again, so now he’s coming back to
work in front of the cameras on an upcoming episode of
Law & Order: SVU. The episode in question – currently in
production – finds Knight playing a suspected serial rapist,
so that’s an interesting out-of-the-box step for the actor, a
role worlds away from the nice-guy character he portrayed on
Grey’s. Maybe he can parlay it into meaty villain roles and
become the next Joan Collins. There’s no airdate for the SVU
episode just yet, so keep a close watch on your DVR.
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Pity the gay-themed indie film. Usually relegated to a
limited release for an equally limited audience in the urban
arthouse movie market, it can be tough to find a box-office
foothold when Hollywood stuffs multiplexes with 3,000 prints
of the new Adam Sandler movie. But two autumn releases
might have more life up their sleeve than the usual suspects.
September sees the release of the critically acclaimed
U.K. film Weekend, from director Andrew Haigh. It’s been
winning film festival awards all year and gathering praise
from both audiences and critics, a rarity for low-budget
romantic dramas with gay subject matter. And another Brit
import, Toast, already aired on BBC1 but getting an October
theatrical release stateside, is a nostalgic dramedy about the
boyhood of best-selling gay food writer Nigel Slater. Starring
Freddie Highmore (Neverland) and Helena Bonham Carter
(The King’s Speech) and penned by Billy Elliot screenwriter
Lee Hall, Toast has Elliot-style crowd-pleaser written all over
it and the credentials to score with Oscar voters, too. Now
all it has to do is leave a good taste in audiences’ mouths.
Romeo San Vicente believes in the health benefits of buttered toast with
Nutella, no matter what anyone else at the gym has to say about it. He can
be reached care of this publication
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Lifestyle

Cocktail Chatter

No Sun Up in the Sky: Dark and Stormy
by Ed Sikov
“Old Storrrr-my! Old Storrrr-my!” Craig was insufferable.
But he was so perfectly Santana that I laughed despite myself.
“Shut up!” I begged, but that only spurred him on.
All was not well. Last Sunday afternoon, Sammy blurted out
something horrifically specific about my having shtupped Jack
Fogg after the four of us – Jack, Sammy, Dan, and me – had
spent a perfectly delightful French-sex-farce weekend together
during which everyone but Dan knew about mon petit bout a
derriere avec Jacques le Brouillard. Well, I suppose it wasn’t so
delightful for Dan, who was humiliated. He packed up and left
while I was still at the beach and drove home alone. (I respect
his rage, and I’m totally at fault and all that, but couldn’t he at
least have driven me back to the city?)
“I’m making the cocktails tonight,” Craig said after crowing
the final syllable of the wretched “Stormy.” “It’s all the rage.
Wanna know what it’s called?” This was obviously a set-up.
“What?” I spat.
“The Dark and Storrrr-my. Old Storrr-my!”
“Piss off,” I snarled and headed upstairs, inwardly marveling
at his talent.
I’d actually had my first Dark and Stormy during the week at
Bar Henry, a wonderful place on Houston Street in the Village.
Jon, the hunky bartender (blond, cute, middle-weight wrestler’s
body, frat-boy-turned-MBA-turned-chic-bar-investor, tragically
straight), talked me into trying one. Made of dark rum and
ginger beer, it wasn’t the sort of drink I usually order, but Jon
swore by it, and since I was dazzled by the thick tuft of light
blond hair poking out of his open collar, I tried one. It was
perfect for a night of guilt, shame and solitude – spicy-sweet
and refreshing, the ginger beer’s fizz cutting through the dark
rum’s thickness.
I returned from my pout before dinner and made my own
Dark and Stormy. Or two. Actually, four. I was plastered from
the rum and bursting at the seams from all the ginger beer when
Dan stomped in. “It’s my house, too,” he said without glancing
in my direction and headed for the unoccupied guestroom off
the kitchen. We call it the ABD – short for the Ann B. Davis
Suite, in honor of Alice from The Brady Bunch, who lived in
a similar place. (Question: If the man named Brady was an
architect, why did all six kids have to share one bathroom?) He
threw his briefcase and backpack on the ABD’s single bed and
slammed the door.
Craig made dinner that night – fettucine Alfredo, two loaves
of garlic bread, no vegetables and a giant-size bag of Oreos.
Paolo and Chipper both gasped at the carbs-‘n’-fat menu but
ate their share anyway. Dan was so theatrically wrathful that
nobody dared talk. Just as Craig ripped open the Oreos, the
sky opened too, and we were pounded by a frighteningly intense
shoreline thunderstorm. You know you’re in big trouble when
nature itself turns against you in a rage.

From the Mailbag: ‘The Escondido Surprise’
I never hear from readers – the folks Norma Desmond describes in
Sunset Boulevard as “those wonderful people out there in the dark.” So
I was glad to get a message from “Joey from Denver.” Here’s his note,
quoted with his permission:
Dear Ed: I love your column, even though I think you’re a crud for
cheating on Dan. How can you risk throwing away a good man for
an asshole (literally!)? Anyway, I’m not writing to scold but rather
to share a recipe. I call it ‘the Escondido Surprise.’ It’s basically a
gimlet with emotional problems.
I’m an IT guy for a financial company in Denver, where I grew up.
Fifteen or so years ago, my parents retired to Escondido, California.
Escondido’s website describes the place as follows: “Settled in a
valley in the coastal mountains of Southern California, Escondido
– which means hidden in Spanish – lies 18 miles inland and 100
miles south of Los Angeles. Surrounded by avocado and citrus
groves, Escondido is a vibrant community with just the right mix of
small town friendliness and big-city buzz.’ I describe it as ‘hell on
earth, with a stinking mix of deadly heat and Reagan-worshipping
cretins,” but anyway….
I just moved my parents out of their trailer. Neither of them is
in good health anymore, and my older sister, Julie, found them
a “retirement apartment,” which is to say a one-stop-shopping
residence that will see them through daily check-ins by nurses’
aides to hospice care. The Escondido Surprise is the concoction
I mixed after shipping my parents along with 12 boxes of clothes,
horrible tchotchkes (note: Yiddish for “worthless crap”) and
diabetes supplies to Seattle in Julie’s SUV. It sounds dire, but it’s
actually a huge relief to know they’ll have emergency pull-cords in
every room.
In the back of a cabinet was a bottle of Beefeater with enough left
for one drink. I found a yellow lime on the ground on the side of
the trailer, and as I picked it up, I heard Phyl, the newly lonely
next-door neighbor, bark, “Take ‘em all, I don’t care!” I grabbed
three more and squeezed the juice into a glass with the gin. The
stone-like sugar at the bottom of an ancient box wouldn’t kill me,
so I smashed it on the counter with my shoe (hygienically wrapped
in an unused trash bag) and randomly poured some in the glass. I
pried some brownish ice chips off bottom of the freezer and gave it
all a couple rounds with my index finger. Surprise! It was delicious
– the perfect cocktail with which to say good riddance to Escondido
and hello to the next phase of my family’s life.
I don’t know if this is funny or pathetic, but you can use it in your
column if you want.

– Your faithful reader, Joey
Well, Joey, New York supermarket limes are green, our icemaker
produces clear ice, and our sugar isn’t clumped, but otherwise I
duplicated your recipe, and it was terrific. Here’s to you and your folks,
Joey. Having gone through this myself, I can tell you: it isn’t pathetic.
It’s an act of love.

The Escondido Surprise
Beefeater gin

The Dark and Stormy
Dark rum
Ginger beer
Lime wedge for garnish (optional)
Pour as much chilled ginger beer as you like into a glass with some
ice cubes in it, then float the dark rum on top. Or, if you’re on the
outs with your boyfriend, pour a large quantity of dark rum over ice
and add a splash of ginger beer to the top.

Fresh or bottled lime juice, to taste
Sugar to taste
Ice, any color
Pour gin over possibly funky ice, add lime juice and sugar, stir
with your index finger and drink while pondering your own journey
to the grave.
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Community

One Year Later

New or Improved Bars in Calgary & Edmonton
By Evan Kayne

Club Sapien - Calgary
A year ago, when Club Sapien opened in Calgary, “...the community
was so excited to have another option and...another business that’s
really interested in working with our local community groups,” Mike
Gray, manager of Sapien told GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine.
These local groups (such as ARGRA, Apollo, Pride Calgary, the Sharp
Foundation, and AIDS Calgary to name a few) are getting great
support from the existing bars, but they just need more. “And we
were more than happy to step into that role.”
As Sapien has a restaurant side with a full menu, they’ve also seen
crowds coming in earlier than what’s typical in most other clubs.
“People know that early in the night they can come out and we’ll have
a good group that’s here.” Yet Mike is also looking at events later
in the night to keep the crowds. “Now we’ve got more events going
on later into the night and really focusing on that nightclub side (of
Sapien) we’re finding people that are here earlier are staying.”
Furthermore, they are making changes to the club layout. “We’re
doing some partitions – private rooms. We’re changing some of the
layouts and flow of the room to make it feel more nightclubish when
we’re in our nightclub hours. We’ve built up some go-go dancing
platforms, tonnes of improvements to the dance floor...you can sit
from almost anywhere in the room and still see the hot boys dancing
up on the speakers and still enjoy the view.”
Speaking of hot boys, Mike is happy to see the new go-go boy
contest become unbelievably popular. “It goes up by multiples every
week, and the boys are sexier every week, and the crowd is loving
it more and more.” Furthermore, Sapien has some great plans for
Calgary Pride this year: “we have a guest DJ here from Miami. We’ve
got some of the Ice Cream Truck Boys coming in for our Friday night
party. We’ve got Brent Everett who’s going to be here on Sunday of
Pride to sign some autographs.”
Furthermore, he does encourage couch potatoes to come out –
whether it be for the nightclub, or for a bite to eat at the restaurant.
Many people are huge moral supporters – which is wonderful. That
being said, he’d love to see you show “moral support” in person,
which, from the increasing numbers, seems to be happening.
“Overall we’ve given Calgary a choice, and it’s up to them to accept
that choice...or not. The more people come out, the more people bring
their friends out with them, the more we know we’re on the right
track.”

The Backlot - Calgary
When the Backlot opened up 15 years ago, Calgary’s club scene
was different – Boyztown was two doors down, and Detours was 7
blocks away on 17th Avenue. Both of those venues are gone, but The
Backlot continues on as a popular community pub, and celebrates a
year under the management of the new owners Mark Campbell and
Ward Sobry.
Backlot, out of all the bars in this article, has the greatest
continuity. That may be because according to Ward, “both of us have
been working here for quite a period of time.” Since the change in
ownership, the reception has been all good, Mark told me. “Totally
positive support...everyone has banded together to help us out.” And
in return, they’ve helped a lot of charity events going on.
For example, the two recent Drag Queen H2O events have been
very successful at helping raise funds. Backlot wants to continue
helping local community groups, through fundraisers or even if it’s
just booking the upstairs room (if it’s for a group of 15 people or more,
they’ll give “Happy Hour” pricing for the night).
Regulars have loved that the boys have kept what made Backlot a
great bar. Of course, as Mark mentions, they are doing small things
over time to improve the bar. When they first reopened, their major
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focus was to redo the whole patio. Since then, “...we’ve done a lot of
little things...every three months we plan on doing one thing different
and upgrading the place. Eventually when we have the bar paid off
we’re going to do some major renovations.”
As for future events, Mark and Ward were fairly tight-lipped – they
prefer to keep those plans secret until they announce it and invite
everyone down to party. However, one recent event that made a big
impression on the boys was the Backlot to Boyztown Reunion party
just before Western Cup this year. The event was so well received
that they are considering planning something similar to occur with
Western Cup 2012. No firm plans as of yet, so stay tuned.

FAB Bar - Calgary
It has been a year since the old Money-pennies was renamed FAB
bar. Owner Jason Wheeler told us that “financially we’re up year
over year...we’ve had very good feedback about our new menu and
the changes we’ve made to our atmosphere.” So the alterations were
positively received.
The name wasn’t the only thing to transform. The upper patio deck
and roof below it were redone. While these were essential renovations,
they included things (plumbing, electrical, the roof) people don’t
usually notice. Renovations to the building are necessary if FAB is to
be around for years, Jason says. “I have to do this properly. I’m here
for the long haul, not for quick profit and run. I believe to support
the community I have to be viable.” Yet changing the identity of the
bar to start a new legacy was always a crucial part of his goal. Other
noticeable improvements include the adoption of a new menu, which
has been well-received.
Jason also has the advantage of a new C-Train station being
constructed almost directly behind his establishment. The area will
see more bus traffic, which will drastically increase walk-by traffic.
Consequently they’ve made some changes to security, but also gayed
it up a bit with the lights and the gay flag to identify FAB as a gay bar.
“Anyone else is welcome to join, but it’s going to be in our space on
our terms.”
Future plans? FAB will be starting their own in-house gay dart
league this year to get something different going. Additionally, “I’ve
got someone working on a speed-dating program...just trying to offer
the community different things.” Yet a lot of what has been successful
will remain.
Furthermore, “we’re working closer with Pride...we have signed on
as a Platinum sponsor with the rodeo (ARGRA), so we’ll be sponsoring
all the rodeo dances with our food...give people a sample of our FAB
food.”
The biggest thing for FAB will be this year’s Pride festival. “I’m
really determined to help our community get Pride spread out so it’s
not just condensed into one day.” FAB’s own Pride celebrations run
over 4 days: September 1st to 4th. They will have live bands and they
really want to have people make a weekend of it.
Finally, Jason thinks that while we shouldn’t limit ourselves to the
community, we should try to support it. “The amount that we eat out
in Calgary and in Canada...just go on the percentage of that 10%.
Just go to a gay place to eat [at least] 10% of the time.” If you do that,
you will have community support and these bars in turn can help the
community to exist and grow.

FLASH - Edmonton
It has been over a year since Flash opened their doors. I spoke with
Larissa and Ross from Flash about their experience. “On a Saturday
night, we have a really good response,” Ross says. As for Friday, well...
even after all this time, there’s still the Friday/Saturday 2 bar split,
as Larissa told me: “both of us used to work at Play, and it was the
same thing there...everyone was at Buddy’s on Friday and at Play on
Saturday.” According to them, if you go to the wrong bar on the wrong
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night, you’ll be the only one there. Yet, FLASH is appreciative of the
loyalty of the existing crowds, Larisa said, telling me that “Saturday
nights are still the same hugely fun nights.”
However, their Fridays have picked up recently with their “Triple
Threat” promotion, so there is hope people will realize it is possible to
live in a city the size of Edmonton and support two nightclubs. And it’s
not like they haven’t had some successes. Recently they held the Pure
Pride kickoff party, and in the past they’ve hosted some events for
the Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose, and other fundraisers.
Larissa told me they want to continue working with the community.
They’ve always made the space available for groups to come and
use; they want to strengthen that so more groups consider FLASH
in the future. “Our game plan for next year is to develop a stronger
relationship with the community in general.”
Another great event FLASH does well, Ross told me, are their fashion
shows. “The last fashion show we did here was a huge success. Every
three months I’ll continue to do fashion shows here.” In the future
they’re looking to get more designers involved. In fact, the next show
on September 23rd will be targeted at students as a “Back to School”
Fashion show.
Finally, like other clubs, Ross and Larissa didn’t want to spring too
many details about upcoming events, but they did want everyone to
know FLASH will be doing some renovations in the Fall. “The bar will
be under major renovations,” explained Ross. “Our dancefloor here is
small...I will admit it, but with the renovations we’re hoping to more
than double our dance floor.” At this point they’re waiting on the okay
from the City of Edmonton to make the updates, but if all goes well, it
will be a bigger, brighter FLASH than before.

The Junction – Edmonton
Former Prism owners Deborah Chymyshyn and Tracey Smith took
over the space that was occupied by Boots n’ Saddles and the Garage
restaurant. In the year since, Deborah told me, “we have gotten a
great response...very very positive.”
Regretfully, she admits she has heard some complaints: “We have
heard comments like Oh, it’s just Boots with a new paintjob.” Which
isn’t necessarily true. First off, as a wood frame building which has
been under continuous use for 30-40 years, Deborah discovered there
were some issues.
“What happened is that we ended up spending most of our budget
that we had earmarked for doing some really nice renovations...we
ended up having to do a lot of behind the scene maintenance and
repairs.” That has been hard for Deborah, because people don’t
outwardly see these kinds of improvements.
The Junction is a work in progress, and as such we’re asked to be
patient, Deborah says. “The more people in the community that come
out to our establishment and support us, the better chance we have to
increase our budget and make those changes.” Remember it is a gay
heritage site to a certain degree – it was Boots n’ Saddles for 30 years.
Sometimes with an older building, time is needed to rebuild.
Happily, they do want the Junction to succeed because they know
the space gives back to the community. “The Junction has always
been a space we want to offer to the community to come and use...
in the way they see best. There’s a lot of community groups we have
welcomed and invited to come and have their meetings and their
social gatherings at the Junction.”
Which is evidenced by the fact the Imperial Court in Edmonton has
made good use of the Junction, along with other groups like the Pride
Center, Womonspace, HIV Edmonton, MacEwan Diversity Project,
and Team Edmonton among others.
For this, Deborah wants to recognize, and thank. “We’re really all
about the community and we’re all about creating that space where
everyone can come together.”
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An Oil Stain on the
Rainbow
By Arthur McComish

This past summer a new ‘grassroots’ organization came out
swinging punches at conventional oil producers, pulling the
gay community into the politics of the Canadian oil sands.
Declaring that the oil developed in Canada is ethically superior
to oil produced in places like Saudi Arabia or Venezuela, the
EthicalOil.org campaign has not held back on its criticism
of conventional oil producing countries. To make it’s point
it launched a series of ads depicting horrific human rights
violations in contrast to Canadian “rights”, one of which was
the hanging of two teenage Iranian boys accused of being gay.
Originally the brainchild of Ezra Levant, Sun TV right wing pundit,
and author of EthicalOil.org: The case for Canada’s Oil Sands, EthicalOil.
org has morphed into a blog turned public relations machine run by
conservative agitator Alykhan Velshi. Velshi recently took up the
position having retired from working as director of communications for
conservative minister of citizenship and immigration, Jason Kenny.
According to their web site, “EthicalOil.org has become an online
community that empowers people to become grassroots community
activists on the front-lines of the campaign for EthicalOil.org.” They
stake out their moral high ground by stating, “Countries that produce
EthicalOil.org protect the rights of women, workers, indigenous peoples
and other minorities including gays and lesbians. Conflict Oil regimes,
by contrast, oppress their citizens and operate in secret with no
accountability to voters, the press or independent judiciaries.”
Despite the fact that many of the rights listed by EthicalOil.org
have been problematic for the current federal government, under the
Conservatives, to uphold and ideologically defend, Canadians are
privileged to have such freedoms. This fact should not give any industry
free license to exploit these rights to market any product without having
shown some concrete examples of directly contributing to the protection
thereof. Causality should be the minimum requirement for making such
claims.
EthicalOil.org should be of particular concern to any supporter of the
GBLTQ community. It has been a long and hard fight to achieve equal
rights in Canada, and Canada’s oil sands have had nothing to do with
it. Further, there are millions of gay people worldwide who currently face
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identification and
to rally behind EthicalOil.org would only do them a disservice.
The ad featuring the picture of two Iranian boys hanged on July
19, 2005 is a reminder of how cruel the world can be. We should also
remember that it was only 42 years ago that homosexuality was a crime
in Canada, roughly the same period when the oil sands began to be
developed.
Coincidentally, it was the day after this hanging, July 20th, 2005, that
Bill-C38, The Civil Marriage Act received royal assent thereby allowing
gay marriage in Canada.
While these boys were being buried, Canadian queers were only just
experiencing equality for the first time. There are still many fronts that
GLBTQ people in Canada are fighting on: hate crimes and recognition
of the transgender community top that list. While dramatic, the ad
does not tell the full story. EthicalOil.org presents only what suited its
message, leaving out some important distinctions.
For instance, one glaring hypocrisy that exists behind EthicalOil.org
is that its biggest proponents have been the largest barrier to gay rights
in Canada. A few searches on the Internet turn up that EthicalOil.org is
very much associated with people connected to the Conservative parties
of Alberta and Canada.
Only one MP in all of Alberta voted in favor of Bill-C38. Jim Prentice
was only one of three Conservative MPs in all of Canada to support gay
marriage. For Velshi, who worked for the Conservative party, it is a
stretch to claim that their government has work hard to protect rights
for the GLBTQ community.

Continued 
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The Alberta Government also threatened to use Section 33 of the
Charter to block the Supreme Court from reading in sexual orientation
into its protected rights. It never happened, but even the threat of using
it displayed an unjustified animosity. As the oil sands biggest advocate,
it is hard to reconcile EthicalOil.org’s argument that Alberta has actively
protected the rights of the GLBTQ community.
Knowing who is behind this campaign is a signal that the whole
EthicalOil.org is a last resort. Almost every public relations angle has
been used to defend oil sands; jobs, the economy, green technology and
reclamation. Nothing has worked, and as criticism continues to grow,
the spin-doctors have turned to ethics.
When asked about the EthicalOil.org campaign, Helen Kennedy,
Executive Director for Equality for Gays and Lesbians Everywhere
(EGALE), was surprised to see the EthicalOil.org “Pride” ads and
questioned the ethics of even using such a campaign in the first place.
Travis Davis, spokesperson for the Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers (CAPP) took a more supportive view saying that because
the oil does in fact come from Canada, and Canada does have these
protections, it is fair to say that oil from Canada is more ethical. Davis
did note that EthicalOil.org does not officially represent the 100 plus
CAPP members involved in the production of the oil sands, rather it is
limited to the resource itself. This is a small but important distinction
because without oil companies to extract the oil from the oil sands, it
would stay in the ground.
Canadian oil is not as ethical as EthicalOil.org would like you to
believe. For the gay community, the EthicalOil.org argument stops
on the south side of the rainbow, and yes there is a pot of gold there.
Notorious oil barons, the Koch brothers of Wichita, Kansas, are major
players in the oil sands. Koch Industries refines a substantial portion of
the oil sands from Canada in the United States.
The Koch brothers contributed millions of dollars to the conservative
movement in the United States, and are currently supporting homophobic
politicians such as Tea Party darling, Michelle Bachmann in her bid to
become President of the United States.
Bachmann openly attacks the gay community on a regular basis. She
has equated being gay with being an abuse victim, being an act of evil,
and as having a disorder. A big target for Bachmann has been the public
school system, which she sees as a vehicle of homosexual recruitment.
The area that Bachmann represents in the United States Congress has
come under fire for the staggering number of gay teens that have killed
themselves. Critics have pointed to Bachmann’s anti-gay rhetoric as a
possible link to the high rates of suicides.
You also should consider Marcus Bachmann, Michelle Bachmann’s
husband. He runs a clinic in suburban Minnesota that’s specializes in
“praying the gay away”. He has also proclaimed that homosexuals are
barbarians. Having the Koch brothers support Michele Bachmann, even
indirectly, with any of the avails of the oil sands, means that somebody
out there who attacks all gay people is being supported by EthicalOil.org.
Even if you consider the Bachmann example to be too far removed,
the EthicalOil.org argument is flawed in two other profound ways. The
campaign fails to mention that many of the countries listed as having
offended human rights, also have their resources produced by some of
the very same companies that operate in the oil sands.

 An ad from EthicalOil.org utilizing GLBT themes
(CNOOC) are major investors in the oil sands, by the tune of billions or
dollars, yet queers in China face severe state sanctioned discrimination.
China is noticeably absent from the list of EthicalOil.orgs offenders.
Until 2001 being gay was considered by China to be an official mental
illness. Even today the gay community there faces many hurdles with
state sanctioned discrimination.
Then you have Canada. Canada holds many trade relationships with
rights offenders identified by EthicalOil.org. In 2010 imports and exports
from Saudi Arabia totaled $3 billion dollars. Even in Iran, where the two
teenage boys were hanged, there has been trade. In 2009 merchandise
trade between Canada and Iran was $158 million dollars. It seems
that although some of the most repressive regimes offend our ethical
values as Canadians they nonetheless represent an important part of
our economy and therefore it becomes permissible to trade with them
regardless of their human rights violations.
If EthicalOil.org was truly concerned about human rights violations,
it could lobby oppressive governments like Amnesty International or
Avvaz do. It could also use the donations it is soliciting to help people in
oppressive countries. But it won’t. This is where the real modus operandi
of EthicalOil.org is apparent; ethics are important to EthicalOil.org in
so far as they can distract from the environmental criticism that the oil
sands face.
It has never been about human rights. It’s been about taking control
of the message. So it doesn’t matter if consumers buy their oil from
Canada, it will not make those oppressing nations any less oppressive.
Sadly, the GLBTQ community in Canada has been drawn into the
debate. Hopefully the campaign will fizzle out soon enough and we can
go about our business once again.
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EthicalOil.org also does not highlight that Canada maintains trade
relationships with many of the offending countries. So it begs the
question, why should potential consumers of Canada’s oil sands be
compelled by an ethical argument that hasn’t even persuaded oil sands
producers or the Government of Canada to turn their backs on these
oppressive countries?
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Recently, Suncor president Rick George, faced many questions over
the involvement of Suncor in Syria, another country where homosexuality
is prohibited by law. It was an awkward position for George to be in
considering that Syrian President Bashar Assad, has made every effort to
silence dissent. Since spring of this year, over 2000 protesters have been
killed by government troops. While Suncor cannot be held responsible
for such atrocities, they do profit from their operations there.

Both Ezra Levant and EthicalOil.org were contacted for
comment, but did not respond to our requests.

Suncor is not alone. Other oil sands players operate all over the world,
in democracies and dictatorships alike. Wherever there is oil to be found,
ethics is most always trumped by the bottom line. Take for example
China. Both Petro-china and China National Offshore Oil Corporation
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Arthur McComish is a public relations consultant and freelance writer
based in Calgary.
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Jackson Hole, WY
Unexpectedly FABULOUS!

 Grand Teton National Park

By Sopie Needelman
When my mom announced to me that this summer’s
family vacation would be spent in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, I was less than enthused. I know, I know“mom” and “family” are not the most exciting words
(or people!) to be surrounding a vacation. I thought the
same thing too, especially about a vacation to what I
thought was the middle of nowhere... I mean, Wyoming.
I should begin explaining my lack of enthusiasm by
mentioning that I am an LGBTQ-identified college student
who was spent the last year of my life living in the Bay Area.
I’m spoiled by having the San Franciscan mecca of arts and
culture, both gay and otherwise, a short BART-ride away.
When deterred by the oh-so-extreme weather of rain or fog,
I could access the urban hippie scene of the East Bay. When
that failed, I always had the tens of thousands of my college
peers around campus to fraternize with. Coming from this
environment, the idea of going to what I thought was a small
mountain town with lots of downtime and not a lot to do didn’t
thrill me. However, the charm of my mother’s guilt- uhhrrm,
convincing- continues to work even after having flown the
coop. A few weeks later, I was on a plane to Jackson.
Upon landing, I instantly knew my assessment of Jackson
was mistaken. The Jackson Hole airport is actually in Grand
Teton National Park, so the first view we got after stepping off
the plane was of the massive snow-capped mountain range (A
fun fact: “Grand Tetons” is French for “Big Tits”… I’m not so
sure that there weren’t a few Lesbians among those French
explorers!). Next came the National Elk Refuge and National
Museum of Wildlife Art- and that was still just on the ride
into town. Jackson itself is an adorable mountain resort town
whose every corner looks like a rustic version of Main Street
U.S.A., complete with a grassy town square. The various
38
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saloons, camping gear shops, gourmet cafes, and outdoor tour
guide storefronts lining each and every boardwalk style street
only enhanced this vibe. There were even Christmas lights.
Yes, in June. Jackson Hole now joins the ranks of babies and
puppies on the list of things that unconditionally make me
smile.
After window shopping and orienting ourselves in the
cutest town on Earth, my family and I went to what locals
told us was the best restaurant in town, The Gun Barrel. We
should have known by the name that locals tend to hunt, eat,
stuff, and display a variety of wild game like Elk and Buffalo.
Luckily, they also had a good vegetarian selection to serve
their abundant tourist demographic, like many of the other
restaurants in town. The next day we woke up early to hit the
hiking trail around Jenny Lake. This trail featured highlights
of a beautiful waterfall called Hidden Falls, as well as a ferry
ride across the lake (for when you’re too tired to hike all the
way back- duh!). The night concluded with a guided driving
tour through Grand Teton National Park, complete with
multiple animal sightings (Buffalo, Elk, Bald Eagle, and even
a Coyote!), lengthy explanations about the history of the park,
and answers to every question we could think of. Much to my
mom’s satisfaction, the trip was off to an incredible start.
Next on the agenda was what most summertime tourists
come to Jackson for- Yellowstone National Park. The park is
only two hours away by car, which is pretty good considering
the ride is through the gorgeous Teton National Park. While
waiting for Old Faithful to, uh, blow (pardon the sexual
innuendo), we milled around the Old Faithful Inn. This historic
hotel is a great place to people-watch, as well as enjoy the
beautiful mountainous architecture and a Chai latte. Which,
by the way, was in a size “large” cup that was equivalent of a
California-coffee-chain “small”. Only in Wyoming.
www.gaycalgary.com

 Lower Yellowstone Falls

Old Faithful put on an amusing few-minute long
performance, but the rest of the park’s colorful geysers really
stole the show. Every geyser offered unique out-of-this-world
colors that only Mother Nature could produce, each more
beautiful than the last. Gurgles, steam, and Sulfuric smells
completed the full sensory experience. More driving took us to
various viewpoints around the Grand Canyon of Yellowstone
where we could see waterfalls, the Snake River, and the
breathtaking magic of the canyon itself. Watching the sunset
on the banks of Yellowstone Lake at the historic Yellowstone
Lake Hotel capped off an incredible sightseeing day.
The next day’s outings included more window-shopping and
lunch at The Lotus Café, a very chic eatery with a beautiful
patio dining area. We then took a ski lift to the top of a
mountain overlooking Jackson Hole, which offered incredible
views of the town, the mountains, and the overlaying area.
Dinner at Dornan’s in the neighboring town of Moose gave us
front-row seats to sunset at the Tetons. As if we hadn’t done
enough sightseeing by then, we soon did another mountaintop
viewing expedition- this time by way of a gondola from Teton
Village. A meal at Café Genevieve, another chic-outdoor patiotype of restaurant, was icing on the already sugar-loaded cake.
Just when I was about to get overloaded with picturesque
Jackson Hole riff-raff, ad nauseam, we did something very
unlike us: we went white water rafting. And let me tell you,
skin-tight wet suits look good on NO ONE. Once I got over that
brutal realization, I had to swallow the idea of getting thrown
off of a flimsy raft into ice-cold river water should the trip
down Snake River go awry. Luckily, the guides at Barker and
Ewing River Trips equipped us well (even if it meant having to
look more than slightly scary in colorful synthetic material).
We made it over the violent rapids with only a few soaked
individuals in our party; we even got to hear about our fellow
rafters’ own family vacations (no matter that their kids were
in elementary school while my sister and I are young adults…
thanks Mom!!). Exhausted but pleased, I rewarded myself for
going on such a daring excursion with a pat on the back and
some gourmet gelato. I mean, I HAD risked my life- not to
mention the reputation of my fashion sense- for the good of
the rest of my family. We have the souvenir photos to prove
it.
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Photography
Bowling for Beswick - Calgary
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Drag Queen H20 II at Backlot - Calgary
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Photography
Chris Tron’s Funeral Show at Twisted Element - Calgary

Pride Calgary Fundraiser at Club Sapien - Calgary
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Emily Morgan Fundraising Baseball Tourney - Edmonton
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Event

The AIDS Walk for Life
An Alberta-wide Affair

By Carey Rutherford
As of 2011, HIV/AIDS has been around for 30 years.
It has had a longer life than my friend Peter, who
succumbed to it in the early nineties after he was
maliciously infected by a monster who knew what he
was doing.
The AIDS Calgary Awareness Association has been organizing a
response to this kind of occurrence for 27 years, and is surpassed
in size in Canada only by the Toronto and Vancouver’s networks.
This is the 17th annual Aids Walk that has been held in Calgary,
and Simonne LeBlanc, Aids Calgary’s Executive Director, is proud
to point out that “Ours was the first fundraising walk of any kind
established in Canada.”
As you probably realize, HIV/AIDS has brought about social
and human rights issues that don’t exist for most other medical
conditions. For example, Canada is one of the few countries that
have criminalized HIV non-disclosure by a sexual partner instead
of actual transmission of the disease (like in Peter’s case). This can,
however, create the somewhat complex situation where a person
may appear in court, even though they did not give HIV/AIDS to
their partner. Some choose to walk based on such awareness-raising
concerns, though not suffering from the conditions themselves.
This fundraising walk helps the ACAA to: “provide HIV prevention
and education; provide support and advocacy, and enhance the
quality of life, for people living with HIV; promote awareness and
understanding of these issues; and assist the larger community to
create a caring and compassionate society in the face of HIV/AIDS.”
This year, Calgary’s walk occurs on Sunday, September 25th,
starting with a breakfast at 9:00 am for the most successful
fundraisers from last year, and this year’s sponsors. Registration for
the walk begins at 10:00 am, and there will also be a Marketplace
for anyone who comes down, to purchase jewelry and other things
from local artists. If participants wish to express themselves
artistically or politically, there will be a banner-making station with
supplies for them to create an AIDS Walk identity for themselves.
There are different foci for Alberta’s different regional Aids walks:
Calgary’s is for people who are affected by, and to raise awareness of,
HIV, AIDS and surrounding issues like stigma and discrimination.
The people who participate are pretty much “from every walk of
life,” continues Ms. LeBlanc, “Families; kids and dogs that show up
for the walk, people who are there just because they do walks, and
people who are there because they’ve been touched (by HIV/AIDS)
in some way; people who want to teach their kids about giving back
to the community. Last year we had just about every alderman that
was running - almost every mayoralty candidate showed up. We
get a huge turnout of people from TD Bank, and the Royal Bank.”
To help this fund- and awareness-raising event succeed, you can
sign up as teams or, as individuals, to gather pledges. AIDS Calgary
has collected nearly $2 million in pledges since the walk’s inception.
Given the constantly growing awareness and diminishing stigma,
that number will hopefully grow faster as each walk occurs.
Though the walk is now nationally organized, the funds
each region collects are retained within the region for their own
programs. For example, according to Jennifer Vanderschaeghe of
the Central Alberta AIDS Network, Red Deer’s Aids Walk funds the
transportation of HIV patients to either Calgary or Edmonton where
there are the necessary facilities for medical treatment.
Outside our conversation about funding details and walk
logistics, she agrees that there is greater acceptance and support
even in this, the most American of provinces. Though these
sentiments may not be shared by the overtaxed workers in smaller,
more blue-collar regions, in Red Deer and Calgary at least we agree
that younger generations are much more enlightened.

Alberta AIDS Walks
Calgary
AIDS Calgary Awareness Association
Sunday, September 25th
Eau Claire Market (200 Barclay Parade Southwest)
10am
Pancake Breakfast (Market Opens)
10:30-11:30am Registration
12pm
Opening Ceremonies
12-1pm Walk
1-2pm Snacks and Entertainment

Edmonton
HIV Network of Edmonton Society
Sunday, September 18th
Sir Winston Churchill Square
11am
Registration and Pancake Breakfast
1pm
Walk

Red Deer
Central Alberta AIDS Network Society
Saturday, September 24th
Rotary Park
10am
Registration
11am
Walk

Grande Prairie
HIV North Society
Saturday, September 24th
Muskoseepi Park
10am
Registration
11am
Opening Ceremonies & Walk
12pm
Barbecue and Entertainment

Peace River
HIV North Society
Saturday, September 17th
Kinsmen Park
11am
Registration
12pm
Walk

Fort McMurray
Wood Buffalo HIV & AIDS Society
CANCELLED
A tear-out pledge form can be found in this magazine on page 32.

So, though it has been five years since Red Deer’s last official AIDS
walk, they are quite excited to reintroduce the event to their area.
“We just decided we wanted a bit of a break, and it was just a bit
longer than I would have liked,” says Jennifer. “You try out different
events, and do different things, but certainly (the participation of)
the Canadian AIDS Society and Scotiabank is super, and we’re
excited to just be getting at it this year. …Because it’s a really
family-friendly event, it means you can do something with a lot of
folks, so it brings in lots of different kinds of people.”
The fact that the fundraising walk is a little more media-palatable
in Red Deer than the Vagina Monologues helps also.

Continued on Page 46 
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Culture

CUT! Costume
and the Cinema

An Exclusive Canadian Debut in Cowtown
By Janine Eva Trotta
An initial disappointment for the Glenbow Museum has
resulted in a rewarding opportunity for those film and
costume buffs among us.
Calgary has received the exclusive Canadian showing for
the CUT! Costume and the Cinema exhibit coming all the
way from the esteemed costume house Cosprop Ltd. of
London, England. This marks the fourth stop for the show,
which showcases 43 costumes from 25 different movies,
representing roughly 500 years of ‘high fashion’.
“We had a slot to fill when the Terra Cotta Soldiers exhibit
was cancelled,” explained Megan Bailey, communications
specialist for the Glenbow Musem. “This is the first time
[this exhibit] has been in Canada; after this it returns to
the States.”
“And it’s only here for five weeks,” she continues, so come
and see it while you can.
CUT! has no future dates lined up in the country, “And
I don’t think there will be,” says co-curator of the exhibit,
Nancy Lawson. While the Massachusetts-born, now
Manhattan resident says it would be lovely to line up a
showing in the East, the western locale which she finds
herself in now seems to suit the fashion exhibit just fine.
“Calgary is a nice city; it’s cosmopolitan, small, but quite
fancy.”
CUT! showcases the “crème-de-la-crème” of costuming in
period films. The exhibit informs viewers that only the most
affluent film production companies can afford to have several
costumes made from
scratch. The exhibit
aims to showcase the
craftsmanship
and
skill that goes into
pieces we only see for
mere flashes on film.
“These are some of
the best of the best
costumes that you’ll
find
anywhere,”
Lawson states. “This
is the highest level
of costume making
you’ll see.”
Show
features
include gowns worn
by Keira Knightley in
The Dutchess; Johnny
Depp’s Captain Jack
Sparrow
costume
from Pirates of the
Caribbean;
Health
Ledger’s
Casanova
red frock coat and
cream shirt with lace
jabot and cuffs; the
cotton-muslin dress
worn by Kait Winslet
 Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse
in 1995’s Sense and
of the Black Pearl (2003), 18th Century
Sensibility, meant to
Costume, Johnny Depp as Captain Jack
illustrate her fall from
Sparrow, Costume Design by Penny
a lady of fashion to
Rose
www.gaycalgary.com

 Land of the Blind (2006), 20th Century, Lara Flynn Boyle as First
Lady, Costume Design by Phoebe De Gaye

gentile; the suits that mark the heroic duo Sherlock Holmes
and Watson, as portrayed by Robert Downey Jr. and Jude
Law; and my personal favourite, the Renaissance-period
court gown of rich, emerald velvet and golden brocaded
bodice, sleeves and underskirt, worn by Angelica Houston
as the Baroness Rodmilla de Ghent in 1998’s Ever After.
When asked to point out her favourite piece Lawson said
she will change her selection every time, but lead me to a
gown created to reflect the Deco Period in which it would
have been worn. The silk, gold and black evening dress,
designed by Alexandra Byrne, was dawned by actress Radha
Mitchell, playing Mary Ansell Barrie, the wife of Sir James
Matthew Barrie, in the film Finding Neverland (2004),
receiving nominations for the Academy Award and British
Academy of Film and Television Arts Award for costume
design.
“It was during this period that art started to inform
fashion; artists like Cocteau and Salvador Dali started
influencing designers,” Lawson explains. “This is a really
good representation on art deco, and a good example of the
beadsmanship that was important in this period.”
Nearly all of the designers, or craftsmen, employed at
Cosprop Ltd. hail from Great Britain and its isles, and
nearly all of the costumes were worn in pieces that take
place there. The Cosprop team is what one could coyly call
‘close-knit’.
“In general it’s usually one person that does the entire
piece,” Lawson says. “It’s like your baby; your piece of art.”
The exhibit explains that prior to beginning work on a
piece, the designer – selected to design for the period in
GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine #95, September 2011
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“When actors put on those clothes, that is when the
character comes alive,” Lawson states.
The exhibit also informs the visitor of the art of distressing
clothes; that is, making them appear as dirty or worn as is
necessary to be believable en scene. Often numerous copies
of the same costume need be made in cases where the
original is sure to be destroyed during shooting.
For those interested, there are special event dates for this
exhibit listed at the end of this article.

Glenbow Museum
130 - 9th Avenue SE, Calgary
(403) 268-4100
www.glenbow.org
Cut! Costumes and the Cinema
August 20th - September 28th
Behind the Scenes Tour - Thurs, Sept 8th
Celebrity Worship Talk - Thurs, Sept 22nd
Behind the Curtain Fashion Bash - Sat, Sept 24th
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2449
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 AIDS Walk - From Page 42
 The Phantom of the Opera (2004), 19th Century, Emmy Rossum as
Christine, Costume Design by Alexandra Byrne

which they exemplify particular forte – will read the film
script and envisage the character on which their garment
will appear: their style, attitude and station in life.
Next they will routinely make a visit to the Cosprop house,
home to roughly a quarter-million costumes and a museum
featuring original period pieces, for additional inspiration
and template. The museum only lends out its original pieces
to film stars on extremely rare occasion, in order to protect
their material fragility.
Though the company may use sewing machines, as much
of the work as is possible is done by hand and in the method
it would have been done in the period for which it is made
to represent. This means finishing work and closures are
implemented true to life; hooks and eyes or snaps in place
of zippers.
Once actresses are strapped into their period-true corsets,
wiry crinoline, pannier hoops, bustles, tights and stiffened
petticoats, it becomes very uncomfortable to slouch or
cross one’s legs. But such is the intention – to transpose
the modern day actor into yester-century’s heroine, hero,
ingénue or rogue.

Regarding community acceptance or palatability, the people
working in the Ft. McMurray Health Promotions Centre definitely
deserve the Hero Cookie of Alberta for attempting to get an AIDS
walk going. Like other frontier towns through history, one can’t
imagine that there’s a broad-based desire for development of a
higher self or acceptance of diversity in what everyone recognizes
as a ‘working town’, where people are drawn by the promise of hard
work for good pay.
“It has been historically a small event,” admitted Kate McBride,
Community Education Coordinator, when I spoke to her prior to the
news that the walk had been cancelled. “We’ve (begun to) organize
a walk from 10:00 until noon on September 24th at Borealis Park,
which is our central downtown park with a skate park and a youth
centre.”
When asked how they can make this event more visible and
accepted with what is clearly a difficult audience, Kate replied,
“We think it has to start with events like this one... The LGBT
Community just had a fantastic event: they showed the Rocky
Horror Picture Show, and it sold out!”
“We’re seeing a change in the community here, as we get more
people: families rather than just single young men. There’s more
openness in the community, and we have hope for this walk (but)
you really have to fight for those few moments of attention... We
know it will be a small and close-knit group walking, but the people
who are coming out care so much more than anybody else you’re
going to meet.”
Other Alberta cities that are hosting AIDS walks are of course
Edmonton (Sunday, September 18th), Grande Prairie (Wednesday,
September 24th) and Peace River (Saturday, September 17th).
Unfortunately we were unable to speak to a representative from
these organizations before time of press.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2446
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Calgary Mother Pushes
Acceptance Campaign
By Evan Kayne
We all need to be loved and accepted exactly for who
we are. The GLBTQ community has been pushing this
message for years to the point it is becoming mainstream
in society. However, due to various incidents on Calgary
Transit, one Calgary mother decided everyone needed a
refresher course.
Gail (last name withheld to protect her daughter’s identity) put together
the “Acceptance” Campaign – which is hoped will help reduce incidents of
homophobic hate on public transit. The campaign will be running on various
Pattison Sign Group’s electronic billboards throughout September. As well,
with donations to Calgary Outink, we may be able to see an entire C-train
compartment plastered with Acceptance posters.
The inspiration for this campaign came from Gail’s daughter, who attends
both youth groups here in Calgary (Mosaic – part of the Miscellaneous Youth
Network and Calgary Outlink’s own group Inside Out). She has told her
mother various stories about incidents on public transit. “Two of her friends
- on two different occasions - were beaten up on the train.” This was on the
C-train as they were on their way to or from school, and in one instance, a
young man had to go to the hospital for stitches.
Additionally, Gail’s daughter has experienced other passengers on Calgary
Transit voicing homophobic comments. “That was the start of it. I realized
none of them...could complain, and who would they complain to? The
majority of them at that age are half out” – whether they be out to friends
only, family only, or some variation thereof.
Gail did ask Calgary Transit about this and they told her the youth needs
to report this to the police. What they didn’t understand is, given the above
degree of “outness”, the youth may not want to go to the authorities and
make (to their perception) a public statement.
“Then I thought...wouldn’t it be nice if we had some posters talking about
these issues?” It grew from there. As Lynne Hood, Vice President of Calgary
Outlink explains it, this past Spring Gail emailed her. She then brought the
Acceptance Campaign proposal to the Board of Directors meeting where it
was accepted. “Gail proceeded with Outlink’s full support and confidence,”
confirmed Lynne.
From there, two youth groups - InsideOut and Miscellaneous Youth/
Mosaic – discussed and voted on what they thought were the best slogans. A
welcome suggestion from this youth focus group was that there needed to be
awareness and support for the transgender community.
The campaign consists of two parts. Pattison Outdoor has contributed
time on their digital outdoor signs located throughout Calgary (e.g. 9th & 16th
Ave SW, Macleod & 24th Ave SW, Heritage & Macleod). “Pattison Outdoor is
donating...I think it’s about $3000 worth of free outdoor advertising,” Gail
explained. The ads will appear in rotation with the other electronic ads at
digital billboards across Calgary for the month of September.
The second part comes courtesy of Outlink and more assistance from
Pattison, Gail tells us. “Pattison has also agreed to have us do a buy one have
one free poster. So we have some money coming in from Outlink for posters.”
These posters will go inside the train compartments. While Calgary Outlink
has purchased some posters, they are still looking at getting donations to
allow them to purchase more.
The four messages approved and in rotation on the billboards and
displayed on the posters are the following: Stop Homophobia; Respect
Diversity; Straight Against H8; and Support Transgender Rights.
“We thought those four were our strongest messages, and the most
respectful for everyone...and really basically we’re talking about acceptance
– let’s accept everyone and let’s accept how wonderfully different we all are,”
stated Gail.
An additional spillover from the billboards and posters is that they may
also reach some of the parents of the teens – and not just those parents of
the teens in attendance at Mosiac and Inside Out. Gail agrees this is a great
bonus: “It’s educating parents as well as educating the other kids in school,
because sometimes the parents need as much education.”
Help make this campaign larger. Whether it be the parents, other kids or
just the general public, “Acceptance” and freedom from hate is something we
all want. Individuals, groups and businesses are invited to donate to Calgary
Outlink to help buy more posters for the Acceptance Campaign running this
month.

www.gaycalgary.com

Calgary Outlink
Centre for Gender and Sexual Diversity
(403) 234-8973 • www.calgaryoutlink.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2450
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Risen

Calgary’s Queer Youth Art and Theatre Show
By Carey Rutherford
Justine Bonczek, the Program Director of Risen:
Calgary’s Queer Youth Art and Theatre Show, was not
sure at first how she should be titled: “I guess that’s
what you’d call me. I like Master of the World, myself,”
she laughs.
She is a Member-At-Large on the board of the
Miscellaneous Youth Network, “That’s my biggest hat: I
wear a lot of hats,” she explains. “You can also call me the
one who is screaming into phones, and talking to insurance,
and organizing everything, and trying to do marketing.”
Pretty ambitious for a 19 year-old who claims she didn’t
have anything to clean in her house, got really bored, and
decided she wanted to run a theatre show.
“Also because I had attended so many amazing functions
like Project Blue Sky, The Coming Out Monologues, and so
many drag shows: there’s so many places to express yourself
onstage, but I really wanted to have a show that celebrated
many different mediums.”
“The thing about ‘Risen’ is that we’re having a theatre
show and an art show, so there’s so many different ways to
find your voice. Just put it up there in the spotlight.”
Besides the variety of musical/stage components that
have been proposed (live acoustic music, spoken word,
a theatrical presentation, modern dance), the ‘Risen’
organizers have been receiving concept art, photography, oil
paintings, and text-based art.
“I don’t want to watch a show that’s a bunch of 15 yearolds talking to another bunch of 15 year-olds for 40 minutes
48
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about what it’s like, because I’ll get bored... So we have 30
year-olds talking about what it was like to be queer 15 yearolds; we have people who are 11 hoping to know what it’s
like for them in 5 years... We felt it was really important that
we have representation from parts of the community that
weren’t just the queer youth community.”
Because she works with the Miscellaneous Youth
Network, and facilitates a queer youth group, that’s a big
part of Justine’s priorities. She wanted to have a queer
youth framework: “All of the proceeds are going to support
queer youth in Calgary.”
Justine is very excited to have previewed the venue for
the event.
”The entire thing is just absolutely gorgeous. It’s an old
church, and the staff there were so friendly, it really made
a good impression on me... It’s actually where the Pride
dance is being held this year.” As she explains, ‘Risen’ is
happening in what is basically an extremely large room with
a removable wall in the middle, “so you can still be part of
the art gallery and watch the show, or you can (specifically)
sit and watch the show and not feel like you’re completely
disconnected from all the amazing artwork we’re getting.”
Be there or be square!

Risen: Calgary’s Queer Youth Art & Theatre Show
October 13th, 7pm to 10pm
Arrata Opera Centre (1315 - 7th Stree SW, Calgary)
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2451
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Wynter Time

Pop artist talks music industry burnout, finding her gay following and foreshadowing J. Lo’s divorce
 Wynter Gordon. Photos by Andrew Zaeh (above) and Brooke Nipar (next page)

By Chris Azzopardi
Of course Wynter Gordon is named after Diana Ross, at least before the “Dirty Talk”
singer changed it so she didn’t have to explain that she wasn’t that Diana. But she
still has something in common with the Supremes legend – lots of gay fans.
Not only did she just release an EP, With the Music I Die, but Gordon’s also written a handful
of songs for other artists, including Mary J. Blige, David Guetta and Jennifer Lopez, whom she
wrote a post-breakup song for before the actress’ recent split with Marc Anthony. Currently,
Gordon’s continuing work on her full-length debut, which she says is due later this year or
early next, depending on the success of the singles – and so far, so good: “Til Death” recently
made a Hot Shot Debut on the Billboard Club Play Chart.
The ethereal-voiced singer, who lives in New York, caught up with us during tour rehearsals
to chat about the divas who influence her, growing up in a homophobic country and how she
almost gave up music altogether.
GC: When you were younger, you listened to big-voiced icons like Whitney, Mariah and
Celine. How did they influence you musically?
WG: I love the runs that Celine does and the way she opens up her voice. I always tried to
emulate her as a little girl. And then Alanis Morissette, her melodies are so original. When I
make music, I try to bring melodies into a song that nobody’s really using or hearing, and that’s
what I took from her.
GC: They all have a very distinctive way of moving their hands: Mariah has them in the
air, Celine pounds her chest with them and Alanis does something with them that I can’t
www.gaycalgary.com
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really explain. What do you do with your hands when you’re
performing?
WG: I guess I have a very violent stance. I’m super muscular,
so my hands are always balled-up in a fist; it looks like I’m
going to punch somebody, like I’m angry. (Laughs)
GC: But you’re not?
WG: No, no. I’m happy. It just looks like I want to hurt
someone.
GC: I haven’t been able to stop listening to “Still Getting
Younger,” one of the songs on your EP. Tell me about the song.
WG: That’s my favorite song on the album. “Still Getting
Younger” came about at a time in my life when I was feeling
really discouraged about the music industry. But then I went
to London and I met Nick Littlemore – the producer and cowriter of the song – and just being with him was so freeing. He
just told me to forget all the rules and just make music that I
love, and the song came about within minutes. I’d never really
recorded a song like that. It was such a great experience and
brought back my love for the project.
GC: Why were you so unhappy with the music industry?
WG: It’s not that I wasn’t happy with it, but I had spent a
whole summer – the same summer I wrote “Dirty Talk” – in one
room, within four walls, and I kept churning out music. I had
over 100 songs, but they weren’t getting any play. And I’d been
in the music industry for such a long time, and I was like, “I’m
kind of over it. I’ve been trying for a long time.”
But I got the whole artist experience without actually being
famous. I discovered what I like and what I don’t like through
trial and error, because working with Flo Rida on “Sugar,” I got
to travel the world with him. I experienced all the things that
new artists experience, without anybody even knowing who I
was.
It was kind of like a shield, because at that point in time,
people were telling me how I should dress, what the videos
50
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should look like or what my sound should be – and through
trial and error, I learned what I’m comfortable with and I wasn’t
afraid to show it.
GC: Recently, the media was reporting that a song you wrote
for Jennifer Lopez, “Starting Over,” for her latest album had
something to do with her ex, Marc Anthony. WG: What’s the
deal with that? Did you write that knowing they’d split?
No! I’m actually surprised. I was as shocked as everybody
else, because Marc was on set with her (during The Back-up
Plan) when I was there and they were very loving to each other.
But at the same time, I had to sit down and talk to her and she
explained that marriage is work and you can love somebody but
you still have to work on marriage – living in the same house,
seeing that person every day – so I kind of ran with it, but I
didn’t realize it would be a testament to the future.
GC: What about some of the song lyrics, like when you refer
to the guy as a “dog” and a “player”?
WG: I kind of made that up. (Laughs) I really had no idea.
GC: You were raised in South Jamaica, which is one of the
most homophobic places on Earth.
WG: Is it homophobic? You know, I left when I was 17, so I
didn’t see it. I didn’t really know any gay people on the block. It
wasn’t like there was any homophobia around me, and nobody
said anything anti-gay, because I don’t think anybody really
knew anybody gay. You know, it wasn’t in to be out back then.
It wasn’t really accepted as it is today.
A very close family member just came out to me, and I don’t
want to reveal his name because he’s young and he’s still
struggling with his choice, but he grew up with me, so I knew
before he knew.
GC: With music, how did you figure out you have a gay
following?
WG: I did a song called “Surveillance” and I got called to a
club – Deko Lounge in New Jersey – by the DJ who said, “I want
you to come out, we love your music.” I got there and it was a
gay club and everybody showed me so much love.
GC: How did the song “Putting It Out There (Pride),” the
Official Sydney Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras ’11, come about?
WG: I didn’t even write the song for that. I just put it out
because I thought it would be perfect for it. Those words are
really strong to me. Sometimes those songs work for everything
in your life.
GC: And the song was also used as part of the “It Gets Better”
campaign the year before. Why did you feel a need to become
involved in that?
WG: Because of my very close family member, and not really
understanding the issues until it’s firsthand in your face. I had
to deal with the problems and talk my family member through
it – just to be OK with it and the religion thing, because we
grew up very religious. He didn’t think God loved him anymore,
and I love him more than I love myself. It just gave a new
understanding of what gay people go through.
GC: Do you remember the response you got from that song?
WG: Nobody personally wrote to me. It was more comments
on YouTube and people would say, “I love that song” and “thank
you for doing that.” I always feel, because I’ve been asked to
speak at a lot of events, it’s better to speak through my music
than having me just speak. It makes more of an impact.
GC: So many artists have released empowering anthems
lately, like Katy Perry and Lady Gaga. What do you think of
how other artists have used their music as a platform for songs
about acceptance and perseverance?
WG: The more the merrier. As an artist you have that huge
audience, so it’s your responsibility to do something positive
with it.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2452
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One (Gay) Day with Anne Hathaway

Actress talks gay ‘pod,’ Catwoman role and N.Y. marriage stories
 Jim Sturgess (left) and Anne Hathaway (right) star in the romance One Day, photo by Giles Keyte

By Chris Azzopardi
Gays adore Anne Hathaway for more than her sweetheart
sensibility and frumpy-to-fashionable underdog role in
The Devil Wears Prada. She’s practically an honorary
member of the community, contributing to the “It Gets
Better” project, receiving an award from the Human
Rights Campaign and quitting Catholicism for her gay
brother.
And then consider the super gay trajectory of her career: Brokeback
Mountain and, as reported, an upcoming role as Judy Garland in the
gay icon’s biopic and a stint on Glee, as Kurt’s lesbian aunt.
Hathaway is cast as Emma Morley in her latest movie, the lovely
screen adaptation of David Nicholls’ bestselling novel One Day,
which chronicles her relationship with Dexter Mayhew (Jim Sturgess
of Across the Universe) on the same day every year for two decades.
The day after the premiere in New York City, the actress cheerfully
breezes into a suite at the Waldorf Astoria, appearing so tiny you
could put her in your pocket. And lesbians everywhere just might
want to after seeing her sexily vacuum-sealed in a vinyl cat suit
for The Dark Knight Rises, which she’s currently filming. When
Hathaway sits down, she’s her usual bubbly self, discussing the
most significant day in her life, her upcoming role as Catwoman
(as much as she can, anyway) and the enduring power of love for
all people.
GC: Even though this is a story about a straight couple, how do
you think it can resonate with a gay audience?
AH: Love is universal. Anybody who has a heart can relate to
what it is to have it broken again and again and again, and like I
said, that’s universal – gay, straight, questioning, whatever you are.

www.gaycalgary.com

GC: Do you know a gay couple that has that type of enduring
relationship like Emma and Dexter?
AH: Oh my god, yes – I went to Vassar! I have like a pod now,
and we’ve all been in each other’s lives for 10 years – and they don’t
admit it, but I have gay friends that I think are secretly in love with
each other.
GC: And now, gay relationships are finally recognized in this
state.
AH: Yes, yes! Round of applause for New York! I was so happy.
I couldn’t believe it. All the pictures of the couples who have been
together for so many years – some people for over 60 years, like those
two ladies that got married first – adorable! And that wonderful
couple who had a profile done on them – one gentleman is in his
80s and the other is in his 70s and they’ve been together for over
65 years or something like that and they met at Juilliard – it’s just
beautiful. Long overdue but so welcome. Now the rest of America, get
on it! Enough with your nonsense and foolishness.
GC: What can people take away from One Day?
AH: It’s up there with the classic love stories. It requires you to
open your heart and feel, and a lot of movies don’t mind if you feel.
I personally think there are few things more satisfying in life than
crying in a dark room with strangers. That sounds a little funny, but
go to see One Day at 4 o’ clock on a Wednesday and you’ll know what
I’m talking about.
GC: Emma’s arc follows her through many years, from college to
potential motherhood.
AH: What about her did you cling to throughout all those years?
The book! I clung to the book – tightly. (Laughs) The thing that I
clung to about Emma was that she’s a survivor. She is somebody who
gets up when you knock her down, she is somebody who wants to
grow, she’s somebody who wants to be her best self, she’s somebody
who, contrary to what she might profess, believes that things are
going to turn out OK.
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GC: How did you bring Emma to life?
AH: The accent was key. It informs so much about Emma and

Dexter’s relationship that we don’t necessarily talk about in the
movie.
To understand her education, one of the things I did was I tried
to read as many books that David
mentions by name in the novel –
but I’m a really, really good reader
and they were a little arduous.
(Laughs)
I
much
preferred
Dexter’s (reading material), like
The Face magazine. And then
I just went to England as early
as I could and went up to every
single person that I could meet
from Yorkshire and asked them
as many questions as I could.
GC: Were you familiar with
the book before you got the part?
AH: I was sent the script first
and then, as soon as I read the
script, I was deeply in love with
it, and then I read the book and I
fell even more deeply in love with
the whole idea.
GC: Do you think if Emma
and Dexter had hooked up in
the early days their relationship
would have lasted as long?
AH: No, not at all. Definitely
not. It’s one of the bittersweet
parts of the story – they couldn’t
have gotten together a day before
they do.
GC: Emma and Dexter change
from year to year, but there’s still
something about them that stays
the same. What about you do you
see changing most from year to
year? And what is something that
always stays the same?
AH: I’m happier. I get happier
every year. I find that as I get
older, I take in life more and I
think that’s making me a better
person. As I get older I, funny
enough, become more trusting,
but I trust fewer people. The
people that I do trust, it’s gone
much deeper. What stays the
same? I’m a really curious
person. I believe that imagination
is not something you grow out of,
and I find that stays the same. Oh, and I love books!
GC: How quickly did you and Jim click?
AH: It’s very hard not to get along with Jim. If you don’t get along
with Jim, there’s something seriously wrong with you. We have a lot
of friends in common, and you know when there are those people
that when their name is mentioned everything stops, people grab
you by the shoulder, they peer deep, deep, deep into your eyes and
they think they’re talking to your soul but really they’re just looking
kind of bugged out and they just shake you a little bit and describe
their love for this person? That happened to me when I told people I
was working with Jim, so I knew I was going to be meeting someone
pretty awesome. And he did not disappoint. Now I’m one of those
“bugged out, I’m gonna take you and tell you to like Jim Sturgess!”
people.
GC: Talk about the costuming in the movie.
AH: In the Persian scenes, everything I wore was vintage or
recreated from vintage and the look was informed by the book. You
know, we didn’t have a very large budget on this movie, especially
considering all the change that had to happen – you would expect
over 20 years to have a huge budget but we had geniuses working.
I don’t know how they did it. They literally spun gold from pennies.
GC: Who are your favorite designers?
AH: My favorite designers are Valentino, of course, and Isabel
Marant, Vivienne Westwood – gosh there’s so many – and Sarah
Burton for Alexander McQueen. Thank you so much for giving us
Kate Middleton’s wedding dress. It’s been a highlight of this new
decade!
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GC: You really had to convince director Lone Scherfig to cast you
in this film. What was the casting process like for The Dark Knight
Rises, and how would you describe your interpretation of your
character in it, Selina Kyle?
AH: I can’t talk about the interpretation, because that is just a
hermetically sealed secret – I mean, if you want to take on (director)
Chris Nolan, you’re more
than welcome to, but I’m
intimidated. But the process
for getting Dark Knight Rises
was: Chris met with a bunch
of girls and then he called
the list down to do screen
tests, so everyone with an XX
chromosome in Hollywood
was just literally sitting on
pins and needles for threeand-a-half
months,
and
then I understood he screen
tested a few of us. I felt bad
because we tested, I think,
on Thursday and the Golden
Globes was that Sunday –
and I didn’t mean to, but
wherever I went that whole
weekend I just kept bumping
into Chris and I’m like, “I
swear I’m not stalking you!”
A few days later I was back
in Brooklyn, and my manager
called me and I answered the
phone and she goes, “Meow.”
And I was like, “Haha! Oh no,
wait! Really?!” And she said,
“Yes!” One of the best days in
my life. And I really should
know that date. January…
something. (Laughs)
GC: Do you believe in a
soul mate?
AH: Of course I do. What
a drab life you would have if
you didn’t. I don’t know that
I necessarily believe that
traditional romantic view
that there’s one person out
there for everyone. I think
that we have many soul
mates. But I think there is
probably one soul out there
that lights up your soul more
than any other one, and I
think that’s just what a soul
mate is – someone who lights
you up and who you light up in return.
GC: But traditionally, it’s said that we only have one soul mate
and if you don’t meet them, we’ll never be satisfied.
AH: That’s like the most saddest thing ever! So, no! The idea of
having a soul mate is truthful, but to limit it to one is a mistake.
And by the way, my friends are my soul mates. My dog is my fucking
soul mate!
GC: Do you have a date that’s as significant as the one in the
book?
AH: Aug. 3, 2001. That’s when Princess Diaries came out, and
that date changed my life. Every Aug. 3 for the past 10 years, I just
give thanks to the universe – a big, big openhearted thank you –
because that was the day that my dreams came true for me. There’s
a lot of aspects to my life that are very real, but there are a lot of
aspects to my life that are very fairytale, and that was the day when
my fairytale started. How embarrassing would it be if it were actually
Aug. 5? (Laughs)
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Classifieds
Event

140

Adult Oriented

210

Elizabeth’s Antique &
Collectible Sale

desires. Come and check it out. It’s
FREE to sign up and use. Find the
love of your life, or just the weekend.
http://www.thecocktaillounge.net

nakedcleaningservices@gmail.com
for rates and scheduling information.

Erotic Massage
Personals

400

420

UltimateMaleMassage.com

Spiritual Psychic
Predictions

Alberta Aviation Museum, 11410
Kingsway Ave., Edmonton. November
4 & 5, 2011. Friday 2-8 P.M.&
Saturday 10-4 P.M. $5.00 Admission.
Over 120 Tables. Free Parking. For
further information, visit our website:
www.elizabethsantiquesales.webs.
com. Contact Marlene at 780-4536029 or mandi55@shaw.ca.

Trans 101 Presentation
Introduction to the trans community.
Learn about transgender/transsexual
people, coming out trans, support
and trans concerns. Sunday, Oct 2
@ 12:00 luncheon @ McDougall
United Church. Lunch is available
for a donation. 10086 Macdonald
Drive, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B7
780-428-1818

Help Wanted

240

Freelance Writers Wanted
GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine
is seeking additional freelance
writers from Calgary, Edmonton,
and across Alberta to accept monthly
assignments. Must be willing and
able to conduct interviews in person
or by phone. Please have a writing
sample ready. Contact Steve at
403-543-6960, or toll free 1-888543-6960.

View profiles, watch greetings and
share chest rashes and genital sores!
PlentyofSyph.com, the hottest place
to meet local singles infected with
syphilis.

Business Opportunity 225
Earn an income and a BMW bonus
with the Body by Vi 90 day challenge!
Visit http://castleteam.myvi.net/
opportunity.html (sign my guest book
while you are there) or call Mark at
403-307-7270!

Audition

215

Gay Talent Wanted
Beauty & Mayhem Production
Agency is are looking for Gay Talent
to perform in Adult entertainment
Productions. Call Pj @ 403 826 2670
E-mail: pj@beautymayhem.ca
www.xxxbmpa.com

Dating Services

415

Calgary’s Newest
Dating Site
The Cocktail Lounge is Calgary’s
newest playground. It is an up and
coming dating site for men of all

Revealing the past, explaining the
present, unfolding the future. Tarot
cards, palm, crystal ball, past life
readings. Spiritual joy will help to
remove all bad luck in your life.
Results through god will show me the
way to remove bad spirits and bring
back your happiness through spiritual
blessings. All readings are private
& confidential. Love, marriage, soul
mates, drug addiction, financial
situations. 97% accurate! Become
happier & more successful today. Call
for 3 free questions. 403-510-2902.

Nude Housecleaning

Best Erotic Male Massage In Calgary
Studio with free parking
Deep Tissue and Relaxation
Licensed, Professional
Video on website
403-680-0533
mike@ultimatemalemassage.com

Male Friends

455

I am a youthful gay male who is
seeking a black male for fun and
discreet times, who likes clubbing,
hanging out, and just having good
old fashioned fun. Please contact me
via email at mrmark12ca@yahoo.
ca and ask anything you like, I am
not shy, you shouldn’t be either, just
be yourself. Hope to hear from you,
please send pic if possible.

Interested in a satisfying and visually
stimulating way to keep your house
clean? Then look no further! I will
come to you house, clean in the nude,
give you something to look at, and
leave your house smelling pine fresh
all at the same time! Please contact

Ads starting at $10/mo. for the first 20 words. Submit yours at http://www.gaycalgary.com/classifieds
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Models/Escorts

460

Alberta Escort Listings

Check out www.Squirt.org for the Hot
Escorts in Calgary, Edmonton, and the
rest of Alberta.
New Improved Features. Free to
Post and Browse. Videos, Pics, and
Reviews. Join Now! Code: GCEE

Products/Services

500

Same-sex marriages. McDougall
United Church. 101 Street &
McDonald Drive, Edmonton. We are
accept into fellowship and, according
to their gifts, in leadership, persons
of any race, gender, age, sexual
orientation or ability. http://www.
mcdougallunited.com

Getting Married?
CIVIL MARRIAGES immediately
or by appointment. All vows and
paperwork included. Witness
available.
Religion Free, Standard &
Specialized Ceremonies, Cross
Cultural, Same Sex LGBT.
Rork Hilford, MC
Alberta Marriage Commissioner,
Commissioner for Oaths
hilford@shaw.ca • 403-246-4134

Cleaning

517

Agador’s Cleaning Services
Young, local Edmonton man
looking to kick off his cleaning
business. Whether you’re looking
for a one-time clean, or a regular
cleaning service, I’m sure to be
able to accomodate your needs.
Please contact 780-298-2626 or
agadorecleaningservices@gmail.com
for rates and scheduling information.

Health

550

Want to lose weight, tone up or just
get healthy? Transform your life with
the Body by Vi 90 day Challenge!
Mark (403-307-7270), http://
castleteam.bodybyvi.com!

Massage

560

Massage in Edmonton
Registered Massage Therapist in
downtown Edmonton. Relaxation
and therapeutic massage. Insurance
claims are welcome. For appointment
phone Dwayne at 780-483-3190 or
780-918-5856.

Get creative, Pisces!
Venus in Virgo and Mars in Cancer are in a sextile that suggests
homey seductions. The best way to your intended’s heart, or
other parts, is through dainty treats, preferably at home. These
planets are also in hard aspect to Eris bringing a creative edge to
competition, but perhaps too much competitiveness to your efforts.

ARIES (March 20–April 19): Being neat, sweet and domestic is



the best way to sustain love or meet a new one. Resist being critical
for the sake of being right or superior. If you can offer improvements,
first make sure they’re welcome.

TAURUS (April 20–May 20): You’re so cute when you’re



being shy. It works especially well for you now, but being shy
doesn’t mean being a wimp. If you have to choose between being
adorable and standing up for yourself, you know what to do!

GEMINI (May 21–June 20): Organize household finances

or just rearrange things in a way that makes more sense. Just
check in with your partner or roommates first. You could get
away with exercising more initiative, but consultation will make
it better.



CANCER (June 21–July 22): It’s especially tempting to



gripe about your boss, but he or she will hear about it! Tame
your critical mind and turn it to your own work. Among other
benefits, focusing on productivity will pull you out of needless
worries.

LEO (July 23–August 22): Most arguments are a waste



of time. Is convincing some clod that you’re right really that
important? The most important arguments are within yourself,
and can lead to new realms of self-expression.

VIRGO (August 23–September 22): Venus in your sign



brings charm that you can use to social advantages. That can
boost your sex life, but with messy complications. Volunteering
time and effort for your community will challenge you. All the
more reason!

LIBRA (September 23–October 22): YAll work and no



play… you can accomplish a great deal sequestered at your
job. That will arouse competitive suspicion, but who better than
you to find a cooperative solution? Granted, that will be a job
in itself!



SCORPIO (October 23–November 21): Treat yourself
to a grand adventure. Ask your friends for the most far out
entertainment they can think of. Go one better if you can!
Better yet, read something that will challenge your political or
spiritual values.



SAGITTARIUS (November 22–December 20): Slow careful
moves will promote your career much better than bold actions.
Take initiative to be helpful and supportive; look for problems to
solve. Creative answers may seem brilliant, but can prove divisive.
The tried and true will serve you better.



CAPRICORN (December 21–January 19): You are

very likely to lose arguments with your partner. Just pay
close attention to better understand his or her point of view.
Especially in this situation, your silent acceptance will be
spiritually enriching and save your relationship.



AQUARIUS (January 20–February 18): Deep insights
can make work more productive but can prove divisive. Include
colleagues in on the process; make them feel part of it to help your
team be more competitive and less fractious.



PISCES (February 19–March 19): You and your baby need
some fun. How much to spend can be a bone of contention. Get
creative about economizing, but don’t go overboard about it.
The best way to keep domestic peace is to keep your mind on
long-term goals.
Jack Fertig, a professional astrologer since 1977 teaches at the Online
College of Astrology: http://www.astrocollege.com. He can be reached for
personal or business consultations at 415-864-8302 or through his website
at http://www.starjack.com
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