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Editorial

Battlefield You
Publisher’s Column

By Rob Diaz-Marino
Our bodies are under constant attack from outside forces. It’s
because our bodies are a self-sufficient habitat for our cells to
survive in. Bacteria are living organisms, like our own cells,
that would love to benefit from the rich environment our bodies
could provide them. But the crucial difference is that our cells
are working toward a common goal of assured survival, where
bacteria and viruses only seek to exploit as much as they can
without care for whether they destroy the system that sustains
them. They count on the fact that they will find another system
to exploit, once they have used this one up.
Of course I’m not writing about this to dole out a biology lesson, I’m
writing about it because I see it as a microcosm for what happens in
society, and in our community. The battle between our collaborating
cells and opportunistic outsiders merely demonstrates the most basic
definition of “good” and “evil”. Both are valid approaches to survival
but, one seeks the synergy of banding with its peers for mutual benefit,
while the other seeks only to satisfy itself with no regard for the damage
it causes others of its kind.
It’s often said that good and evil cannot survive without one another,
and I think that is true. In the context of our bodies, certain diseasecausing intruders would not survive without us to “steal a meal” from,
and then unwittingly pass along to their next victim. Meanwhile,
unchecked prosperity would cause our numbers to grow too rapidly,
and eventually we would exhaust our resources, collapsing the greater
system that sustains us.
While these forces are working against one another, neither can
ever win. Even if one succeeds in completely wiping out the other, the
balance will restore itself: evil organisms will be forced to band together
to survive when there is nothing else to exploit, and good organisms will
turn on each other when there aren’t enough resources for everyone to
survive. It’s a balance that cannot be overturned no matter how hard
we try.
Given that our existence is only possible because of the collaboration
of our smaller parts, it seems somewhat hypocritical that people would
behave in any manner but good. But apparently, balance is needed at
every level of the totem pole. So the real reason to fight for either side
is not to win, but rather to ensure your means of survival maintains the
upper hand for as long as you’re around.
In one of my University courses, our class was shown a computer
animated simulation of the human immune system responding to a
virus. The virus would latch onto blood cells and infect them, destroying
them in the process of replicating itself. The newly created virus
particles would explode from the used up cell and proceed to latch on
to the next nearest blood cells to repeat the process. It was shocking to
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me how far the virus was able to get before the immune system was even
aware that the body was under attack. Even when the response finally
came and the white blood cells began rounding up the viruses, it seemed
very sluggish and imperfect. Several virus particles were missed, but
the immune system was able to react much quicker when they began
to resurge, and eventually the threat was eliminated and everything
returned to normal.
Seeing this irked me on some level – especially the time it took for
the chemical signals to propagate before anything started to happen to
combat the invaders. But I realized that while the visualization was
designed to let us see exactly what the viruses were doing, the cells in
the simulation were completely blind and moving in random directions,
only able to react when they happened to run into a virus, and only able
to trigger a reaction when enough of them put out the same signal at
the same time.
It’s very much like what I’ve seen happen in the LGBT community
when good people have fallen victim to scams and other dishonest
means of making off with their wealth and wellbeing. Here the viruses
are ideas, fabricated to trick us into betraying ourselves and our peers
so that “evil” can take advantage of us. The damage depends on how
quickly they are able to identify a threat, and how soon they can raise
the alarm. Even with proper warning, some are still reluctant to react
until they have seen evidence with their own eyes. When enough people
wise up and take action to block malicious things from happening, the
perpetrators often (but not always) have no choice but to abandon their
efforts and move on to somewhere not yet “immune” to them.
The single most crucial thing that you, as a “good” being, need to
realize is that your strength is in your numbers, and “evil” thrives on
you when you are isolated. They will purposely try to divide you and
isolate you from others that are looking out for your wellbeing, until you
are vulnerable enough for them to begin their work on you. Most of us
are no match for them one on one, and once they get a hold, you’re at
their mercy.
Perhaps they are just looking to get something from you, and once
they’ve succeeded, they spit you back out again. Perhaps they’ll prepare
their future prey by planting a seed and throwing you back to your
peers so that you will do the work of spreading their poison for them.
Sometimes they might even manipulate you to turn your back on your
allies, keeping you isolated from any voices that may be trying to warn
you, leaving you vulnerable and ready to bend to their will whenever
they need you.
Then there’s the opposite – good people who, through unfortunate
circumstance, become so grizzled and twisted that they begin taking
on the traits of their attackers. They constantly see threats in others,
regardless of whether they are actually “evil” or not. They draw others in
to their defense, poisoning them with the same hate and fear that grips
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them, causing divisions amongst good people as they fight an imaginary
battle. When a real threat comes along, it is delighted to find that part
the work to make us vulnerable is already done.

Online Last Month (1/2)

The most effective weapon against “evil” that we have in our arsenal
is open, honest communication amongst a wide variety of people.
Individually we can be fooled by the crafty manipulations of malice and
mischief, and even isolated groups can become pockets for their poison.
But when we all start talking, comparing notes, sharing experiences, we
can see the vulnerabilities in ourselves that are being exploited. Then we
can work toward closing those gaps in our armour, becoming stronger as
individuals, stronger as a community, stronger as a society.

Remembrance of Things I Forgot
Remembrance of Things I Forgot, by Bob
Smith. Terrace Books/University of Wisconsin
Press, 272 pages, $26.95 hardcover.
Comic book dealer John Sherkson...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2139

However, like our own immune system, there has to be a time when
we step down our defenses, cast away our armour, and return to the way
we were before we were attacked. If we close our armour too tightly and
never let it go, then we succeed in isolating ourselves once again.

Kids Say (and do) the Darndest Things
Several years ago, Steve and I were shopping at the Safeway on 4th
Street SW to pick up some caffeinated drinks to keep us going during our
approaching press deadline. A little boy and his mother were walking
toward us and we overheard him loudly saying, “Mommy, we need to buy
some more pop!” Then he proceeded to spell it: “P-O-O-P”. “That’s not
how you spell pop,” the mother laughed, leaving each of us struggling to
keep a serious face until they were out of earshot.
Recently our 3 year old nephew Tristan accidentally stumbled upon
an adult euphemism. He and his mother were passing through the
women’s locker room at a swimming pool, and he was ruminating over
a series of stuffed animals that he was aiming to collect. His mom had
already bought him the moose and bear, but as they passed by the
showers, occupied by several women, he loudly declared, “Mommy, I
want a beaver!”
Last month at the Calgary Stampede, we sat down for dinner in the
very crowded basement of the Big Four building. Limited seating made
it necessary for us to share a table with a family of four, and though we
tried to keep to ourselves, it was a little bit difficult to ignore them as
their little girl frantically howled about how her chicken burger tasted.
Steve and I tried not to roll our eyes, and indeed the parents also seemed
to conclude she was just being fussy. They encouraged her to keep
eating, offered her more ketchup, and tried to find some compromise to
get her to eat her dinner. Yet still she continued crying and screaming
after each bite, refusing to eat any more. “Do you want a free kid for the
evening,” the father mumbled to us jokingly.
Finally the father decided to try the chicken burger himself, to see
what was so bad, and he just about choked. “It’s covered in chilli sauce!”
he reported in surprise. The mother turned to the little boy and asked,
“Why did you give me chilli sauce for your sister’s burger?” The little
boy pleaded, “It was a red packet, I thought it was ketchup!” All of us at
the table laughed, including the little girl who seemed relieved that her
parents believed her now.
Steve and I continued to chuckle as we parted company with them,
especially about how wickedly ironic it was that they had kept offering
her more “ketchup”!

Book Marks

Creep of the Week: American
Family Association

Well, it’s June, which means it’s officially Gay
Pride Month. And I do mean official. President
Obama declared it himself, which I think is a
pretty...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2322

Deep Inside Hollywood

Glee’s Naya Rivera goes solo
Another fresh week, another wisely-timed,
brand-sustaining nugget of Glee-related news.
The kids are spending the summer touring the
nation and their...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2326

Hear Me Out

Lady Gaga, Matraca Berg
Lady Gaga, Born This Way The third album
from pop’s poker-faced ingénue isn’t quite
album-of-the-decade deserving, as the star
herself claimed...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2329

Queeries

Talking about HIV and other
STDs with a new partner
“Talking about HIV and other STDs with a new
partner” Q: I’ve gotten pretty confused about
when to talk with new partners or boyfriends...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2331

The Outfield

The President comes out
The president has come out. No, not the
president of the United States. (Though Barack
Obama does have a better bod than, say, Newt
Gingrich.) It’s...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2332

Creep of the Week: Tracy Morgan

Imagine you paid money to see some stand up
comedy and the comedian was totally hilarious.
He had this amazing bit about homosexuality
where he said...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2323

Book Marks

Love/Imperfect
Love/Imperfect, by Christopher T. Leland.
Wayne State University Press, 184 pages,
$18.95 paper. As in real life, gay mingles with
straight...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2320

NKOTBSB a Blast

Reviews for the supertour of New Kids
on the Block and The Backstreet Boys
seem to fit a formula. The reviewer talks
about their history, maybe admits...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2337
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Sweet as Sugarland

Incredible Machine works
its way to Stampede
Last year Atlanta’s Sugarland pretty
much stole the show at Lilith with their
high energy set of infectious pop-country
tunes that undoubtedly garnered...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2338

Katy Perry Sweet as Candy

As the final Friday night of Stampede
brought Sugarland to Calgary, the next
night, July 17th, brought Candyland.
Katy Perry’s candy-infused music ...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2339

Dallas

Shining Bright in the Lone Star State
It’s impossible to visit Texas with a virgin
mind, uncorrupted by a steady diet of images
in the media. So when I landed in Dallas, I
immediately started...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2335

That Wet Drag Queen Smell
This seems to be the summer of wet Drag Queens. After the wildly
popular dunk tank at ARGRA last month, the ISCCA brought us yet
another way to douse them down. I attended Drag Queen H2O at the
Backlot last month, a little fearful for the wellbeing of my camera. It was
a very difficult task timing my shots to capture water balloons bursting
and buckets of water flying…made more difficult by the fact that I was
killing myself laughing! Beware, any water balloons that don’t pop when
they land will often get tossed back at the audience member who was
responsible. And please try to avoid hitting the dish on top of the patio
gas heater – that poor thing got dented to hell from all the misfired water
balloons!

Growing (Pains)
Congratulations to Club Sapien who celebrated their first anniversary
just recently at the end of July. Counting more than 10 bouquets from
businesses and community groups in the city, and a surprisingly busy
night for a summer long weekend, I take it they were feeling the love.
Junction in Edmonton also is celebrating their first anniversary this
upcoming 13th of August.

Cyndi Lauper doesn’t miss a Beat
Cyndi Lauper’s gay diva status in the 1980s
was always somewhat overshadowed by the
towering presence of Madonna, but in recent
years with her ongoing...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2327

The Calgary Eagle is having to grin and bear some tough circumstance
due to the East Village revitalization project. Starting in June, the
front of the building and the parking lot area on the side have been
inaccessible due to the construction. The Calgary Eagle continues to
operate, however patrons are required to come in through the back
entrance until the construction is complete. The parking lot behind
the Calgary Eagle is maintained by the Calgary Parking Authority, so
payment is required when leaving your vehicle in the lot. The lot can
be accessed from 4th Street, however the corner of 4th Street and 8th
avenue may be blocked due to construction. If that is the case, you
should be able to take a detour around the block to the east to get to
the other side.

Hear Me Out

This Month

Deep Inside Hollywood

Best of 2011 (So Far)
Divas dominated the first half of this
year, but the Adele-Britney-Gaga train
wasn’t the only one rolling through. All
three ladies, though, made our...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2330

The Outfield

The G(Force) is with lacrosse
For years, ice hockey and lacrosse have been
stereotyped as two of the sports least welcoming
to gay men. They’re contact sports, played...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2333

The Outfield

Brian Burke and the Bowdoin ‘bubble’
Bowdoin College is a warm, welcoming place.
Nestled in a small Maine town, it’s the kind of
place where Ben Chadwick could be out...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2287

Creep of the Week: Kim Haynes

Remember back in the day when black
people couldn’t swim in public pools
because white people didn’t want to
catch being black? Luckily that...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2324

Cultural Capitol: It’s DC Baby

I slipped out from the Renaissance
Dupont Circle into a frozen wall of
sleety rain, and it was perfect: Today
was a museum day. Of course...
www.gaycalgary.com/a2336

There are several exciting events coming up this month. To name a
few that we’re sponsoring:

• The Edmonton Court is having their 36th Coronation on
Saturday, August 27th.
• The Edmonton Fringe Festival is coming up this month,
and GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine is sponsoring
several productions that may be of interest to an LGBT
audience.
• We’re proud to sponsor the BEEF Bearbash once again,
happening in Edmonton on August 20th.
• Back in Calgary, we get another chance to dump water on
drag queens for Drag Queen H2O II! The Barbecue starts
at 6pm, and the show begins at 9pm.
• PURE Pride is taking over Flames Central for the night of
Saturday, September 3rd, to bring Calgary another large
scale LGBT dance party.
• Last but definitely not least, Calgary Pride happens over
the September long weekend.
For more information on these events, look for their ads in this issue.
Or in the case of Calgary Pride, check out the Pride Guide booklet
inserted into copies of this edition!

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2341

View Bonus Pics/Videos • Share with a Friend • Post Comments

And more...
www.gaycalgary.com/i93
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Interview

 Friends with Benefits. Photos courtesy of Screen Gems.

Justin & Mila: Our Friends… With Benefits

Timberlake and Kunis talk being allies, getting naked and breaking gay stereotypes
By Chris Azzopardi
When Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis stroll into a hotel
suite in Santa Monica, it’s clear why they’re in a movie about
having emotionless, just-for-fun sex – they’re both ridiculously
hot. He’s all dapper in a blue button-up; she’s model-esque in
hugging blue jeans.
As the stars of Friends With Benefits, director Will Gluck’s funny follow
up to the gay-famous Easy A, the dreamboat duo plays an emotionally
impaired twosome living in New York who realize they have something in
common: They both love getting frisky, but neither want the strings. The
rom-com’s not just an excuse to see both of their butts; it’s a modern
take on the notorious hook-up scene – with lots of gayness going for
it, including Woody Harrelson as Timberlake’s gay manly-man sidekick.
Just before lunch one recent morning, Timberlake and Kunis sat down
to talk about the gay people in their own lives, breaking stereotypes and
the awkwardness of shooting sex scenes.

GC&E: Are you as comfortable with your bodies as you seem to be
in the movie?
MK: I like to run around naked on the streets all the time! (Laughs)
No, I’m pretty self-conscious in general. It doesn’t help that I’m a female.
Justin Timberlake: (Deadpans) I’m extremely comfortable with Mila’s
body.

GC&E: Mila, how does fake sex with Justin Timberlake compare to

fake sex with Natalie Portman, your co-star in Black Swan?

MK: Well, the only thing I can say is that one was funny and one

was scary.

GC&E: Justin was the scary one?
JT: I was more intrusive. You do the math.
GC&E: Justin, are those intimate scenes almost like choreographing

a dance number?

JT: It’s physical humor, so it has a level of theatrics to it.
MK: Thank you, thank you. No, no – I agree. That’s the honest

answer. It’s very choreographed and very specific.

JT: It’s definitely less awkward when you’re required to make them
awkward. You know, when you’re required –
MK: (Gets up from the table for a drink)
JT: (To Mila, sarcastically) That’s cool. I’ll take care of it.
MK: I’m right here, I’m right here! I just went to grab water.
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JT: Wow, I really have abandonment issues with you. That’s a stupid
joke. Don’t make that serious. But we wanted to use these scenes to
break a little ground. There’s a lot in it that just feels more like how we
see our generation.
GC&E: Did you feel like you had a kindred quality between you two?
MK: We have the same sense of humor, is what we realized early on.

The chemistry had a lot to do with the writing and the quick banter,
and when we got comfortable with the characters it was easy to put that
across onscreen. We became friends because we had two, three months
of rehearsal and writing and rewriting, and you don’t always get that –
so you hope that somehow that translates onscreen. If you have a great
time doing a film, you hope the audience has a great time watching it.
But as far as feeling like kindred spirits, I think we had a lot of things
in common.

JT: We actually do have a lot in common. We bonded over a lowbrow
sense of humor that we share, but also, we kind of grew up in the
business, so we kind of share that. And we’re both pretty normal people
when we’re not working. I just think, like she said, we had an unusual
amount of time to rehearse, so we were able to discuss the scenes when
we work-shopped them and find what we thought was like-minded from
a male perspective and a female perspective.
GC&E: You’re a fan of Harry Potter in the movie – which, in the film,
is said to be a gay thing. Are you a fan of the franchise?
JT: I’m sorry, that’s like a thing about wizards? Harry… Potter? I’m
aware of it. Harry Potter’s pretty amazing. We’re all fans.
GC&E: Do you both think that a lot of young people are reluctant to
get into relationships because they don’t want to repeat their parents’
mistakes?
JT: I think that happens with every person, and not just with
relationships. You go through a certain point in your life where you
feel like you’ve taken all the cards you’ve been dealt and made a great
situation out of them, and then things that are in your DNA that you
have no control over, you have to kind of accept. But I think that
you go through life – not just in relationships, but all facets of life –
feeling like you want to gain your independence, so sometimes there’s
a misunderstanding of feeling like you have to break away from your
parents to do that. The more I realized how much I was like my parents,
the more I was able to gain my own independence.
GC&E: You have a very funny dynamic with Woody Harrelson’s
character in the movie. Do either of you have gay friends like him in
your own lives?
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JT: I’m glad that you brought that up. That was very important to
Will (Gluck) and myself when we were diagramming that relationship,
because I do have a lot of male friends – straight and gay – and nobody
gets treated differently. Your friends are your friends. We had a lot of
discussions about that and said, “What a great opportunity to break
ridiculous stereotypes about a gay male and show a great, honest
relationship between a straight man and a gay man that’s just a
friendship between two men.” I really hope that it feels empowering to
the males in the gay community, because it’s real life for me.
And to have somebody like Woody, who’s such an affable, goofily
charming person in real life, play that type of character is a real huge
benefit for the movie. I was very excited to know that he was going to
play that character because we really wanted to, like I said before, break
stereotypes and comment on modern life. You take some chances when
you do that, but I really hope that it feels empowering in a way, because
I was very proud to have that in the movie.
(Looking at Mila) She agrees.

GC&E: You have lots of gay friends, too?
MK: Yes, yes. I do! (Laughs) I’ve had an assortment of young gay

gentlemen in my life since I was, like, 10 years old.

JT: I think it’s an important time to say that people are people, and
this was a good opportunity to do that. Again, Woody’s character is selfeffacing about his own sexual preference and he finds humor in it and I
find humor in it, and we actually use our differences to become related
to each other – and that’s important. So again, I’m just really proud of
that aspect of the movie.
When you first meet Woody in his first scene his dialogue is jawdropping, but as you get to know his character in the movie you realize
that that’s his actual character’s sense of humor in general. It doesn’t
have anything to do with his sexual preference; it has to do with his
sense of humor. So I hope that really comes across.

GC&E: You hear a lot about how younger generations are more
interested in the hook-up culture than dating and relationships. What
kinds of stories were you told from people before you shot the movie?
MK: I was interviewed by a reporter when I was doing press for Black
Swan and she told me that her current husband started as friends with
benefits, so it wasn’t up until then that I actually started paying attention
to the idea of it. But I feel like this concept’s been around forever. It’s just
that people are more willing to talk about it now. It’s not as taboo as it
was. I think that our generation is a little more forthcoming, a little more
honest, and I think females are embracing their sexuality more so now
than they were 30, 40, 50 years ago.
GC&E: What about men?
MK: Men have always embraced their sexuality! (Laughs) I don’t

think men have ever had a problem embracing their sexuality.

JT: I disagree with that. Seriously. I think that men have always been
uncomfortably external about their sexuality.
GC&E: What are your favorite romantic comedies?
MK: Other than When Harry Met Sally, it’s a bit of a cheesy
answer but it’s honest: Pretty Woman. One of my favorite movies
in general.
JT: I think it’s great, because it’s the movie that your
character loves in this movie. (Laughs) I don’t think you should
feel bad about that. It’s a great movie; it makes you laugh.
MK: I can put that movie on mute and tell you word-for-word
each piece of that. I love that movie. It truly makes me happy.
JT: I got in trouble for saying Terms of Endearment. (Pointing
to Mila) She was like, “That’s not a romantic comedy!” But it
made me laugh!
I will say When Harry Met Sally is a great one, and what I
love about that movie is what I love about what we aspired to
do with this movie, which was stop and look around at our
generation and say what’s funny and ridiculous about it. And
for me, that empowers people who will go see this movie that
want to be spoken to in a smart way about love and sex and
relationships and connections between people.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2342
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PURE Pride

Warm and Fuzzy with the
Hot and Sweaty

Brent Everett

By Carey Rutherford
Dale Plourde, producer of the PURE Pride show for PURE Pride
Entertainment Inc. of Edmonton, has been invited to bring his
self-described “antics” to Calgary’s Pride this year - to Flames
Central, no less. He sat down with GayCalgary & Edmonton
Magazine to tell us more about the event.
“I am an entertainment guy. Pride [to me] is not so much a business of
events, but a business of entertainment: our goal is to entertain people,
and specifically the gay community...gay businesses, nightclubs in
particular, but also restaurants and hotels: do they ever do well when
there’s a busy Pride. But everybody needs to be on-board. I think we’ve
got about 10 or 12 businesses that have got together and want this thing
to happen.”
We asked him how far he thinks Alberta has come compared to Pride
in bigger cities like Vancouver.
“I’m from Vancouver, and where Edmonton Pride is now is where
Vancouver Pride was, say, in 1997. That was quite a big deal then. I’m
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also the Entertainment Director for the Edmonton Pride Society, and we
had over 20,000 people at our [Edmonton Pride] show in the square this
year. That’s just amazing numbers.”
“And then we had 1500 people at the PURE Pride show, which followed
[the Edmonton Pride Street Festival] directly. …It’s just craziness: porn
stars, a fashion show, and the biggest DJ’s in the world. For example,
Hector Fonseca is Lady GaGa and Katy Perry’s official re-mixer who does
all of their club remixes and such, and he headlined our show.”
We asked if Dale thinks Calgary will pick up to the same degree that
Edmonton has.
“I think it’s happening; I think the population is actually greater in
Calgary... [There seems to be] a lot more gay people online in Calgary
than in Edmonton...”
He explains how PURE Pride burst onto the scene in Edmonton: “Our
first party was for 150 people, then we went from that to 250...to 650
people in a sold-out club in 2009, which also happened last year in
Calgary. And then when we took our show out of the nightclub into
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a larger venue, and put on a bigger show, that’s when we really saw
it explode. It went from 650 to 1500 people, because people were so
excited… People have a hard time paying twenty bucks to go to the same
old places; if there’s something spectacular going on that’s different, it’s
nice to get out of there... [The Calgary Pure Pride] event is going to be
held in Flames Central, which I think is the nicest venue in the city: we
chose our venue very carefully.”
Dale goes on to speak about why PURE Pride is a passion for him, and
his goals and motivations behind the event.
“The energy is great, it’s like New Year’s Eve. It’s special, this is our
day, this is our time... I like to see the smiling faces, and people dancing
and having a good time. It makes it all worthwhile and entertaining... I
like being able to go with my friends during Pride to an event with music,
and the spectacles on stage, and say wow, what’s going to happen next?”
“It’s definitely not for money. Our goal is to break even at each show,
much like putting on a house party. Nobody wants to have a party and
have everyone come over and to then be out $5000.00. It’d be nice if
everyone chipped in to make it happen.”
“I’ve been involved in entertainment since the mid-80’s, and I’ve
played in bands, and I’ve done large parties in Vancouver, and I’ve toured
across Canada and the US entertaining. So I almost feel that it’s my duty
by having this experience to put it to good use in my community... It
just seems like a kind and exciting thing to do, and it’s rewarding to see
people enjoy it. It’s not about me at all.”
“It’s great fun. It really does make a difference. Some people like the Big
Valley Jamboree, or some people like Shambala, or Pride Vancouver, or
Toronto Pride or they go to the White Party or Black and Blue; they’ve got
one thing a year that resonates with them and they find entertainment in
it and it becomes a tradition. I’m trying to create tradition and memories
so that they go to PURE Pride every year, and Pride, and draw tourism
into the city, and create that buzz and excitement.”
Referring to his earlier comments about everyone needing to “be on
board”, he points out the clear desire demonstrated by the Calgary LGBT
business community, some of whom approached PURE Pride after their
Edmonton successes.
“And I think that’s where the story is, that it’s got to the point where
people are saying, please, we want to see this in Calgary.”
What baffles Dale most is that many of the people wanting to help are
not asking for anything in return.
“Usually people want to jump on the back of something successful
and they want a piece of it. Well, that’s not the case: they just want it
to happen.”
What does Dale think will make the biggest waves at their Calgary
show?
“We go for who are the most famous people in the gay scene in the
world? and that’s who we got: [Hector Fonseca, and] porn star Brent
Everett, who we’re bringing to Calgary as well. …Brent actually performs.
It’s quite fun. He interacts with people, and it’s surprising the things that
he does, and people will be very pleased.”
It will definitely be a night to remember in Calgary.

PURE Pride Dance
Sat, Sept 3, 9pm
www.purepride.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2343
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Interview

 Ellie Goulding, photos by Scott Trindle

Guns and Gays

Singer-songwriter on her royal couple connection, next album and lesbian love
By Chris Azzopardi
“Guns and Horses,” a single from her debut album, might have
given Ellie Goulding some much-deserved attention, but it’s a
different type of guns that the ladies love.
“I think that I have a lesbian following because I’m quite muscley,” the
English singer-songwriter says.
Whatever the reason, the gays were onto Goulding even before one of
her greatest career coups – being the only performer to play at the royal
couple’s wedding. Now the 24-year-old is bringing her folk-pop songs on
the road, supporting her album, Lights, which was released last year.
We caught up with the charmingly giddy Goulding, who chatted about
her big gay following, moving into a dark place for her sophomore album,
and how covering an Elton John song was a blessing in disguise.

GC&E: I hear there’s a big gay turnout at your shows, is that right?
EG: Yeah, there is for some reason. I found I have quite a lesbian

following, and I feel like I have quite a big gay following – and I don’t
know why.

GC&E: Does your boyfriend ever get jealous of the lesbians that love
you so much?

EG: I guess people describe me as quite raunchy but not slutty,
because I do like to be sexy when I perform but also I have moments
where I just sit with my guitar. It kind of varies. But when I’m doing a
song like “Salt Skin,” I like to move.
GC&E: Why did you choose to cover Elton John’s “Your Song” for
the album?
EG: I actually didn’t. It was a song I did for an advert here – quite a big
Christmas ad campaign. I would’ve never thought twice about covering
an Elton John song. I love Elton John with all my heart, but it just never
occurred to me to do an Elton John cover. And then when I started
practicing to get in the studio, I realized how beautiful it was – and so
my appreciation for him grew a bit stronger. I guess now that the song
has been a big success I feel really grateful, and I feel like it wasn’t such
a bad idea after all. And the more I sang it, the more attached I got to
it – and to Elton.
GC&E: Wasn’t it sort of your ticket to the royal wedding?
EG: No, it wasn’t – because I believe it was planned way before that

happened. Way before the cover. Because I met them last year.

GC&E: What was it like performing for Prince William and Kate

Middleton?

EG: Pretty awesome. I can’t really say anything about it, but it was
one of the best experiences of my life.
GC&E: You can’t talk about it?
EG: On two levels, really: First of all, we said we wouldn’t say

anything, and also, I kind of don’t want to because it’s so private.

GC&E: Can you talk about how you merge folk and electro pop on
Lights? Why do you refer to yourself as a folk-pop artist?
EG: I make sure I keep the guitar running all the way through, and I
start everything on guitar and add everything else afterwards. The sound

EG: Yes! But he realizes that I meet a lot of people just generally
on tour – but, you know, he always gets guys and girls after him, so…
(Laughs)
GC&E: Have you always had gay people in your life?
EG: For sure; since I was young. Several of my favorite people in the

whole world are gay and absolutely amazing. Also, I do have a lot of gay
guys who are huge fans. And I get the occasional “I’ll go straight for you”
on Twitter. (Laughs)

I like how my gay fans are more in touch with their feelings. Some
people say I’ve helped them through a breakup or my music makes them
feel better about something or better about themselves or lifts them out
of a bad mood – and that’s a nice thing to hear.

GC&E: And straight people have absolutely no emotions.
EG: (Laughs) Yeah, exactly! But that’s kind of what I’ve found (with

gay fans). But, like, my manager is gay and he’s my favorite person in
the world.

GC&E: What are your shows like?
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of a guitar is a thing for me because my dad used to play guitar, and I
always used to listen to guitar music. So not only do I write my songs on
it, but it’s a big feature on all of my songs. Even “Animal,” the danciest
track on the album, has guitar running through it.

GC&E: How will the new album you’re working on compare to Lights?
EG: I think it will be different because the stuff I’ve been listening to

is really different lately, so I think it will just be kind of inspired by that.
I’ve been listening to Warpaint and Beach House, and I want my voice to
come out on this record a bit more.

GC&E: I hear this album will be darker, too. Why’s that?
EG: I don’t know. It’s just me; it’s just who I am. My music is solely

happy at some points, but there’s always a dark kind of thing running
through my songs. I am just kind of a dark person. There’s always a
place in my head I go to to write songs, and the darker it is, the more
genuine it feels to me. Everyone’s different, but I’m just one of those. I
think a lot. I think too much, even when I’m really happy.

GC&E: Is there pressure on you to be weirder and more over-the-top
because the bizarre bar has been set so high with artists like Lady Gaga
and Katy Perry?
EG: Not really. It’s a tough one, because I love Lady Gaga – who
doesn’t? – but I also love, like, Feist, and she doesn’t dress up or anything.
I just think of myself as a singer, really. I love fashion; I’m obsessed with
fashion, but most of the time I’m in my gym stuff, running, and it doesn’t
really go very well with high fashion.
GC&E: True. Running in a meat dress would be a challenge.
EG: Exactly! So I have to make a compromise.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2344
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Event
In 2002 Schmidt debuted with the group in the hit, Tranne of Green
Gables. They are a returning treat in Edmonton.
“Guys In Disguise always puts on a fab show at the Fringe, with
unique ideas and fabulous costumes and makeup,” Hagen states. “We
are still the only company in Western Canada to produce a new queer/
drag comedy annually, and have been one of the top-selling shows at the
Fringe for decades.”
Psychobabble will be performed in the Varscona Theatre. Tickets to
view “the wicked web of faux-insanity” that “becomes terrifyingly real”
may be purchased at www.guysindisguise.com.

EYECONS by Christopher Peterson
Show two of two for the Guys In Disguise, slated for Fringe, is the
Dora-nominated cabaret drag revue Eyecons. Following 15 years of
touring abroad and a critically-acclaimed run in Las Vegas, Christopher
Peterson is making a triumphant return to Canada in a show that
has been touted as having “set a new standard for the art of female
impersonation”.

 Psychobabble

Ready to Fringe

Peterson will be bringing to the stage Judy, Liza, Barbra, Marilyn
and more – live. This means no lip-sync; just a magic on-stage closet,
impeccable comic timing, and a mastered ability to vocally and visually
impersonate the female icons we know and love.
“The brass you come to expect from a female impersonator. The
class may come as a surprise!” The Washington Post has extolled unto
Peterson.

Edmonton offers wide array of shows for the Queer crowd

You may recognize the New Brunswick-born performer – he portrayed
Lucy Ball in the film Rat Race by the side of Cuba Gooding Junior,
appeared on the Dini Petty Show, Global Television, the Shirley Show
and was featured on Fashion Television.

By Janine Eva Trotta

His performance resumé does not stop there. He has performed on
various stages in Key West, Florida, the Stage for AIDS at the National
Arts Centre in Ottawa, Arlington, New York State, for the Kansas City
Men’s Chorus, the Washington Gay Men’s Chorus, and headlined at the
Sands Casino in Atlantic City.

The 11th to the 21st of August marks the 30th annual
Edmonton International Fringe Theatre Festival:
Fringeopolis. The City of Festivals began hosting the
Fringe event in 1980 as Chinook Touring Theatre. Today
the Fringe Theatre Adventures (FTA) hosts year-round
theatre events at their arts facility, the TransAlta Arts
Barns, in addition to this world-renowned festival.
The Edmonton Fringe is one of the founding members of the Canadian
Association of Fringe Festivals (CAFF), which has established an
outline that each participating festival in the country must abide by:
1) Participation in the festival is determined by a non-juried process, 2)
Participants receive 100 per cent of the ticketed box office receipts for
their performances, 3) Fringe festival producers have no control over
the artistic content of performances, and 4) Fringes should provide
accessible opportunities for audiences and artists to participate.
This year GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine is proud to be standing
behind an eclectic mix of shows that have dazzled their way into the 2011
program. From cabaret drag to a boy’s gripping journey into awakening,
a grand 10 days of theatre is in store.

PSYCHOBABBLE by Darrin Hagen & Trevor Schmidt
Inspired by the sexy and mysterious female-led film noir classics of
the ‘30s and ‘40s, Pscychobabble is one of two shows by the Guys In
Disguise cross-dressing comedy crew, highlighting this year’s Fringe.
Psychobabble is a psychological comedy thriller centered on a faded
movie star who commits herself into the Ravenwood Asylum to research
the role that will boost her back to the top of the industry. Unfortunately
for the ex-diva, the chief nurse handling her file has other ideas in store.
“We…loved the idea of a silent movie star in an insane asylum,”
says Darrin Hagen, co-star and co-writer of the production alongside
of Schmidt. “We also have a love for the movies in the waning years
of a great actress’s career – when she begins playing crazy ladies and
murderesses and fun stuff like that.”
Hagen and producer Kevin Hendricks have been putting on shows
with Guys In Disguise since 1987, performing at festivals and in theatres
across the country and the United States. Hagen has written 25 plays
including The Edmonton Queen, BitchSlap!, Toronto Magnet and With
Bells On, and has taken home seven Sterling Awards for his work in
theatre.
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Eyecons will be performed at Lucky 13 on Whyte Ave nightly from
August 12th to 20th. Tickets may also be purchased on the Guys website
after August 2nd.

HEDWIG AND THE ANGRY INCH by John Cameron
Mitchell
“... to be free, one must give up a little part of oneself,” states the
show we all regard dearly. After a successful run at the Montreal StAmbroise Fringe Festival in June, vi.Va?VOOM! Productions returns
to the Edmonton International Fringe Festival with Hedwig and the
Angry Inch – lyrics and libretto by John Cameron Mitchell and music by
Stephen Trask.
Edmonton’s own Antonio Bavaro will be playing the iconic Hedwig,
while Peggy Hogan of Victoria via Montreal will take on the role of
Yitzahk, Hedwig’s sidekick. The show is produced by Brendan Halama.
“Brendan and I have been best friends since high school, and seeing
the movie version changed our lives,” Bavaro says. “It is the defining
queer rock musical theatre piece of our generation, and we are no
exception. It was always our goal since we’ve been performing and
producing together to put our vision of John Cameron Mitchell’s great
work on stage because we know the piece as well as we know ourselves.”
“Hedwig has always had a special meaning to both of us”, joins
Halama. “It is something that we both identified with, having grown up
in the small suburban community of Sherwood Park, our Wicked Little
Town, and being so different from so many of our peers. I think that as
friends this is a show that at one point in our lives we both had to do!”
Bavaro says performing in his own town makes for some big time
feelings of apprehension.
“In Montreal, I arrived having had experienced a full life and felt
open enough about my own identity to perform such an intense role,”
he describes. “Because I have so much history with this city and its
residents, it makes me nervous if people will be able to take the character
of Hedwig seriously – or will they just perceive her as me in a dress
again?”
“Since moving, I don’t know what my place in Edmonton’s culture
is anymore, so it worries me that I am starting at ground zero and that
this show means a lot more to future opportunities in Alberta... But in
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reality, I’m just happy to be performing this amazing show no matter
what city we are in.”
The two have not been shy on performances together. In 2009
vi.Va?VOOM! Productions brought a sold out run of The Rocky Horror
Picture Show to the Fringe, and have performed countless drag shows in
bars around town.
“My favourite performance together was at the inaugural installment
of Brendan’s monthly queer dance party, Queers Never Die, where we
fought zombies together as an eye-patched superhero and giant robot to
the tune of Robyn’s I’m In Love With A Robot,” says Bavaro.
“…also the fact that we have a killer transexual rocker to back us up,
helps a little too,” pipes Halama.
Both partners have dedicated their lives to theatre, and though
they say expense and travel make doing the whole Fringe circuit while
studying virtually impossible, they feel very fortunate for where their
talents have taken them thus far. For Bavaro this also includes a recent
reading of Holy Tranity at the Toronto Fringe.

Through the length of the
performance,
Tommy
finds
himself in denial, hating himself
as much as he loves the time he
spends with men.
“It’s a coming out story of
another colour; as only in the
last five minutes of the show
does he come out, and only to
one person,” Banks describes.
“…Tommy isn’t really ready for
the end of the show when it
happens.”

“For my whole life I have been performing, on or off stage: choral,
musical theatre, drag, and acting,” says Halama. “Performing is
something that to me is more of a side- passion or something I do for
fun. My full-time passion is working as an outreach worker at the Old
Strathcona Youth Co-op.”

When Banks initially took
an interest in The Big Smoke,
mutual friends connected him
with writer Fromstein. The
two have since collaborated on
other projects, including a postapocalyptic romantic comedy
entitled Bess & Jen, which he
was performing in Saskatoon at
the time of writing. In addition,
Banks holds the executive
producer position down for
Nanaimo’s Fringetastic Theatre
Eyecons
Festival, the first Fringe Festival
in the town since 1997. However this will be his first time performing at
Edmonton’s.

Come out and be captivated by Bavaro’s portrayal of the esteemed
German trans rocker, through botched surgery, fame, love and despair,
as she recovers from the back stabbing betrayal by ex, superstar Tommy
Gnosis, and seeks to ”fulfill a burning desire to become whole”.

“I was there last year doing some interviews for three days,” he says.
“It was so big and hectic I didn’t know what to do. Now I’m performing
there and while I’m confident in my show, Edmonton Fringe is the
biggest theatre festival in Canada and yes, that terrifies me.”

The energetic, punk glam rock musical cult classic will be performed
alongside a four-piece band live at the Westbury Theatre in the TransAlta Barns at six shows throughout Fringe.

If past praise is an indication of how he will be received this month,
Banks stands a good chance to woo his audiences.

“I was a pro actor as a child, and I completed the rigorous musical
theatre training Grant MacEwan’s Theatre Arts program,” he says.
“I started hosting and performing shows in drag as Connie Lingua in
Edmonton at Buddy’s, the Roost, Boots and Saddles, and since then
have worked professionally in opera, burlesque, performance art, video
art, film, spoken word, community development and activism.”

THE BIG SMOKE by Jeremy Banks
Jeremy Banks was once an average guy working an average job, and
then he went back to school to study theatre. In April of 2010 Banks
wrapped up his studies at the Vancouver Island University and applied
to Fringe festivals across Canada, at which he ended up working all jobs
involved – from box office to stage management.
“I wound up visiting or being hired in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg,
Calgary, Edmonton, Victoria and Vancouver,” he says. “The catch is that
I did short interviews with artists and producers along the way, YouTube
kind of stuff, and got to learn much more through conversations with
producers and artists than I ever expected.”
By the end of the summer he was performing his own show at the
Victoria Fringe, The Big Smoke, written by Ron Fromstein. The show
was originally scribed during the 24 hour playwriting contest in Toronto,
fleshed out, and in 2006 took home the top spot in the Canadian National
Playwriting Competition. In 2007 the play was produced for a short run
in Summerworks, and then remained shelved until Banks picked it up
while interning with Theatre BC.

“My dream audience is anyone from a small town that has realized a
need to get out; anyone that has stepped farther than they expected and
had to face up to a scary truth they weren’t ready for,” Banks says, “…
because The Big Smoke is about Tommy’s journey as he does all of these
things, and discovering the reasons that make it worth it.”

Edmonton Fringe Festival
Aug 11th-21st
www.fringetheatre.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2345
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Banks sold out two shows in Victoria, and received a shining 4.5 stars.
“I was elated; blown away in fact,” he describes. “Guess you could say
I fell in love with the Fringe.”
The Big Smoke is an intimate, authentic and passionate tale of a small
town kid searching for “more,” moving to new and strange places and
realizing the baggage he is toting with him.
Banks was taken with this premise. Coming from Nanaimo, BC, he
related to the protagonist who leaves familiar dwellings to find himself
in a strange new world.
“Tommy… discovers, denies and eventually has to deal with
homosexuality despite his own small-town headspace…at the same
time I am discovering a world of Fringe and theatre and performances
while I have to deal with a slightly larger small-town headspace,” Banks
describes.
“It’s much less an I’m here, queer and proud [plotline] and much more
a personal tale of a kid coming to terms with changes he was never
prepared for: sex, the big city, making friends, dating.”
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Calgary Outlink---------- Community Groups
Aids Calgary------------- Community Groups
Backlot------------------------ Bars and Clubs
Calgary Eagle Inc.------------ Bars and Clubs
Texas Lounge----------------- Bars and Clubs
Goliath’s-------------------------- Bathhouses

9
13
16
24
33
34

FAB---------------------------- Bars and Clubs
Westways Guest House---- Accommodations
Priape Calgary------------------ Retail Stores
Courtney Aarbo----------------------- Services
Twisted Element-------------- Bars and Clubs
Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------- Theatre

FIND OUT!

GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine is the go-to source for
information about Alberta LGBT businesses and community
groups—the most extensive and accurate resource of its kind! This
print supplement contains a subset of active community groups
and venues, with premium business listings of paid advertisers.
......... Wheelchair Accessible

Spot something inaccurate or outdated? Want your business or
organization listed? We welcome you to contact us!

 403-543-6960		
 1-888-543-6960
 magazine@gaycalgary.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/CalgaryTravelRss
http://www.gaycalgary.com/EdmontonTravelRss

Local Bars, Restaurants, and Accommodations info on the go!
http://www.gaycalgary.com/Directory

Browse our complete directory of over 600 gay-frieindly listings!
www.gaycalgary.com

One Yellow Rabbit-------------------- Theatre
ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects-------- Theatre
Pumphouse Theatre----------------- Theatre
La Fleur-------------------------- Retail Stores
Lisa Heinricks----------Theatre and Fine Arts
Marquee Room--------------- Bars and Clubs

CALGARY

LGBT Community Directory

✰....... Find our Magazine Here

35
36
37
41
43
55

Accommodations
13 Westways Guest House--------------------✰
 216 - 25th Avenue SW
 403-229-1758
 1-866-846-7038
 westways@shaw.ca
 www.gaywestways.com

Bars & Clubs
3 Backlot----------------------------------- ✰
 209 - 10th Ave SW
 403-265-5211
 Open 7 days a week, 2pm-close
4 Calgary Eagle Inc.----------------------- ✰
 424a - 8th Ave SE
 403-263-5847
 http://www.calgaryeagle.com
 Open Wed-Sun, 5pm-close
Leather/Denim/Fetish bar.

Club Paradiso

 1413 - 9th Ave SE, 2nd Floor
 403-265-5739
 www.clubparadiso.ca  tracy@villagecantina.ca
Fri: Garter Girls Burlesque. Sat: Carly’s Angels. Weekdays:
Magic, Comedy & Music.
60 Club Sapien------------------------------ ✰
 1140 10th Ave SW
 403-457-4464
 http://www.clubsapien.ca
Dance Club and Restaurant/Lounge.

58
59
60
61
62

Theatre Junction--------------------- Theatre
Village Bistro & Lounge----------Restaurant
Club Sapien------------------- Bars and Clubs
Holidays on the Hill------------- Retail Stores
Concept Bar & Lounge------- Bars and Clubs

60 Concept Bar & Lounge---------------------✰
 908 17th Ave SW
 403-228-1006
 www.facebook.com/ConceptLounge
Premiere crossover lounge. Entrance on 16th Ave.
55 Marquee Room-----------------------------✰
 612 - 8th Avenue SW
 www.marqueeroom.com
Alternative night every Wednesday.
9 FAB--------------------------------------- ✰
 1742 - 10th Ave SW
 403-263-7411
 www.fab-bar.com
 Closed Mondays.
Bar and restaurant.
5 Texas Lounge-------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 11am-close
33 Twisted Element----------------------------✰
 1006 - 11th Ave SW
 403-802-0230
 www.twistedelement.ca
Dance Club and Lounge.

Bathhouses/Saunas
6 Goliaths-------------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day

Community Groups
2 AIDS Calgary---------------------------- ✰
 110, 1603 10th Avenue SW
 403-508-2500
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Calgary Events

Tuned Out Music Trivia----------------  Evening

Thursdays

Lesbian Seniors---------------------------- 2pm

Mondays

ASK Meet and Greet----------------  7-9:30pm
 Bonasera (1204 Edmonton Tr. NE)

 Kerby Center, Sunshine Room
		1133 7th Ave SW

 3rd

Swimming-------------------------------  7-8pm

See 1 Calgary Outlink

By Different Strokes
 SAIT Pool (1301 - 16 Ave NW)

Yoga (A)-----------------------------  6-7:30pm

Lesbian Meetup Group-------------  7:30-9pm

Yoga (B)-------------------------  7:45-9:15pm

Fake Mustache Show------------------  7:30pm

Inside Out Youth Group----------------  7-9pm
See

Apollo Calgary

See

Sep27Dec6

Apollo Calgary

Sep27Dec6

Squash--------------------------  8:15-9:45pm
See

Apollo Calgary

Oct18

Tuesdays

Calgary Networking Club--------------  5-7pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink

 1st Tues

Boot Camp (A)----------------------  7-8:30pm

At 1 Calgary Outlink

At 9 FAB

 1st, 3rd

Worship Time----------------------------  10am
Deer Park United Church

Worship------------------------------  10:30am
 1st

See

Scarboro United Church

Saturday, August 27th

Rubber Nite-------------------------------- 9pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Sunday, August 28th

Boot Camp (B)----------------  10:30am-12pm
See

Kilt Nite------------------------------------ 9pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Sundays
See

Friday, August 26th

Apollo Calgary

Sep12

Flashlight Party---------------------  6pm-6am
At 6 Goliaths

 1st

Worship Services-------------------------  11am

August 2011

Fake Mustache Show---------------------- 9pm

Int/Comp Volleyball-----------  12:15-1:45pm

Calgary Fringe Festival-------------  All Day
Jul29Aug6

By Miscellaneous Youth Network
 Quincy’s (609 7th Ave SW)
By Miscellaneous Youth Network
At 60 Club Sapien

 3rd

See

Knox United Church

See

Apollo Calgary

BBQ Social Sundays----------------------- 2pm

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm
 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

Thursday, September 1st

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Pride Fundraiser--------------------------- 8pm

Church Service----------------------------- 4pm

Friday, September 2nd

See

Rainbow Community Church

At 9 FAB Bar

Sept1

At 4 Calgary Eagle

By Different Strokes
 SAIT Pool (1301 - 16 Ave NW)

Pride Dance----------------------------- 7pm
By Pride Calgary
Sept2
 Arrata Opera Centre
		1315 7th Street SW

Rehearsals--------------------------  7-9:30pm

BBQ Fundraiser-------------------------  5-9pm

Women’s Volleyball----------------  7-8:30pm

Annual Unfirom Ball---------------------- 9pm

Karaoke------------------------------  8pm-1am

Rec Volleyball------------------------------ 7pm

At 5 Texas Lounge

See

Sunday Socials----------------------  Afternoon

Fetish Slosh----------------------------  Evening

Illusions--------------------------------  7-10pm

Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm

Womynspace----------------------------  7-9pm

Sunday, August 7th

New Directions--------------------------  7-9pm

Bowls for Beswick----------------------- 1pm
By SHARP Foundation
 Inglewood Lawn Bowling Club
		1235 - 8th Ave SE

Sunday, September 4th

Friday, August 12th

Pride Parade--------------------------  12pm
By Pride Calgary at  Olympic Plaza
Sept4

See

Apollo Calgary

Sep7

Fridays

Between Men---------------------------  7-9pm

Leather Night-------------------------- Evening

See 1 Calgary Outlink
See

 2nd, 4th

Calgary Men’s Chorus

Jun

At 3 Backlot

 2nd

By

ISCCA at 3 Backlot
Apollo Calgary

See 1 Calgary Outlink

 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

See 1 Calgary Outlink

Wednesdays

See 1 Calgary Outlink

 1st

 2nd
 3rd

Communion Service------------------  12:10pm

Heading Out-----------------------  8pm-10pm

Women’s Healing Circle---------------  1:30pm

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm

See

Knox United Church

See

AIDS Calgary

Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day
At 4 Calgary Eagle with

Prime Timers Calgary

See 1 Calgary Outlink

 4th

Swimming-------------------------------  5-6pm

See

Apollo Calgary

At 4 Calgary Eagle

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Sept2

Saturday, September 3rd

PURE Pride Dance------------------------- 9pm
 Flames Central (219 - 8th Ave SW)

Birthday/Funeral Show---------------------10pm
By

Beach Party-------------------------------- 9pm
At 60 Club Sapien

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Sept2

ISCCA at 33 Twisted Element

Sept3

Pride Brunch-----------------------  9am-12pm
At 9 FAB Bar

Sept4

Pride Street Festival----------------  12-6pm
By Pride Calgary at  Shaw Millennium Park Sept4

 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

Saturday, August 13th

Saturdays

Boxer Nite---------------------------------- 9pm

Pride Party--------------------------------- 1pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Squirt Night----------------------------  All Day

Uniform Night----------------------  6pm-6am

Sept4

Badminton--------------------------------- 7pm

Running------------------------------------  9am

At 4 Calgary Eagle

Bowling------------------------------------ 7pm

Coffee------------------------------------  10am

At 6 Goliaths

At 6 Goliaths

Friday, August 19th

Kiss Pride Goodbye Show----------------- 8pm

Mosaic Youth Group--------------------  7-9pm

Curling-------------------------  2:20 & 4:30pm

Drag Queen H20 II------------------------ 5pm

Alcoholics Anonymous---------------------  8pm

Saturday, August 20th

See

Apollo Calgary

See

Apollo Calgary

Sep8Dec15

Sep1Mar30

 Old Y Centre (223 12th Ave SW)

See
See
See

Apollo Calgary

Prime Timers Calgary

Apollo Calgary

 Hillhurst United Church (Gym Entrance)
		1227 Kensington Close NW

By

ISCCA at 3 Backlot

Alberta Society for Kink

 403-398-9968
 albetasocietyforkink@hotmail.com
 http://ca.groups.yahoo.com/
		group.albertasocietyforkink

Apollo Calgary - Friends in Sports

 www.apollocalgary.com
 www.myapollo.com
A volunteer operated, non-profit organization serving
primarily members of the LGBT communities but open to all
members of all communities. Primary focus is to provide
members with well-organized and fun sporting events and
other activities.

• Western Cup 30

 www.westerncup.com
Easter long weekend, 2012.
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ISCCA at 5 Texas Lounge

Sept4

September 2011

The Gong Show---------------------------- 8pm

Hot Dog Eating Contest------------------- 9pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle

By

ISCCA at 5 Texas Lounge

Sept9

Calgary AIDS Walk for Life------------  TBA
By AIDS Calgary
Sept25

Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range/Future),  = Sponsored Event

 Calgary Contd.
 info@aidscalgary.org
 www.aidscalgary.org

By

Sept4

• Badminton (Absolutely Smashing)
 6020 - 4 Avenue NE
 badminton@apollocalgary.com

• Biking

 bike@apollocalgary.com

• Boot Camp

 Platoon FX, 1351 Aviation Park NE
 bootcamp@apollocalgary.com

• Bowling (Rainbow Riders League)
 Let’s Bowl (2916 5th Avenue NE)
 bowling@apollocalgary.com

• Curling

 North Hill Curling Club (1201 - 2 Street NW)
 curling@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at myapollo.org
to receive updates.
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• Golf

• Slow Pitch

• Lawn Bowling

• Squash

 golf@apollocalgary.com
 lawnbowling@apollocalgary.com

• Outdoor Pursuits

 outdoorpursuits@apollocalgary.com
If it’s done outdoors, we do it. Volunteer led events all
summer and winter. Hiking, camping, biking, skiing, snow
shoeing, etc. Sign up at myapollo.org to get updates on
the sport you like. We’re always looking for people to
lead events.

• Running (Calgary Frontrunners)

 YMCA Eau Claire (4th St, 1st Ave SW)
 calgaryfrontrunners@shaw.ca
East Doors (directly off the Bow river pathway). Distances
vary from 8 km - 15 km. Runners from 6 minutes/mile to
9+ minute miles.

 slow.pitch@apollocalgary.com

 Mount Royal University Recreation
 squash@apollocalgary.com
All skill levels welcome.

• Tennis

 tennis@apollocalgary.com

• Volleyball (Beach)

 beachvb@apollocalgary.com

• Volleyball (Int/Comp)

 West Hillhurst Community Center
		1940 6th Avenue NW
 vb@apollocalgary.com

• Volleyball (Recreational)
 235 - 18 Ave SW
 recvb@apollocalgary.com

www.gaycalgary.com
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 Calgary Contd.
• Volleyball (Women’s)

 YWCA Calgary (320 - 5th Avenue SE)
 vbwomen@apollocalgary.com

• Yoga

 World Tree Studio (812 Edmonton Trail NE)
 Robin: 403-618-9642
 yoga@apollocalgary.com
$120 (10 sessions); $14 Drop-ins open to all levels. Apollo
membership is required.

Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association (ARGRA)

 www.argra.org

• Monthly Dances----------------------------- Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Association
		1320 - 5th Avenue NW

Artists for the Quality of Life

 403-890-1261
 linda@afqol.org

 www.afqol.org

Calgary Gay Fathers

 calgaryfathers@hotmail.com
 http://www.calgarygayfathers.ca
Peer support group for gay, bisexual and questioning
fathers. Meeting twice a month.

Calgary Men’s Chorus

 http://www.calgarymenschorus.org

• Rehearsals

 Temple B’Nai Tikvah, 900 - 47 Avenue SW

Calgary Sexual Health Centre---------- ✰

 304, 301 14th Street NW
 403-283-5580
 http://www.calgarysexualhealth.ca
A pro-choice organization that believes all people have the
right and ability to make their own choices regarding their
sexual and reproductive health.

1 Calgary Outlink-----------------------------✰
 B1, 1528 16th Avenue SW
 403-234-8973
 info@calgaryoutlink.ca
 http://www.calgaryoutlink.com

• Peer Support and Crisis Line

 1-877-OUT-IS-OK (1-877-688-4765)
Front-line help service for GLBT individuals and their family
and friends, or anyone questioning their sexuality.

• Calgary Lesbian Ladies Meet up Group
• Between Men and Between Men Online
• Heading Out
• Illusions Calgary
• Inside Out
• New Directions
• Womynspace
Calgary Queer Book Club

 Weeds Cafe (1903 20 Ave NW)

Girl Friends

 girlfriends@shaw.ca
 members.shaw.ca/girlfriends

 403-278-8263

Different Strokes

 http://www.differentstrokescalgary.org

Don’t Buy In Project

 http://www.dontbuyin.ca
This Calgary Police Service Initiative aims to encourage
youth to working towards an inclusive environment in which
diversity is embraced in their schools and community.

FairyTales Presentation Society

 403-244-1956
 http://www.fairytalesfilmfest.com
Alberta Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.

• DVD Resource Library

Over a hundred titles to choose from. Annual membership
is $10.

www.gaycalgary.com

Primetimers Calgary

 primetimerscalgary@gmail.com
 http://www.primetimerscalgary.com
Designed to foster social interaction for its members
through a variety of social, educational and recreational
activities. Open to all gay and bisexual men of any age,
respects whatever degree of anonymity that each member
desires.

Girlsgroove

• Free Pool

Hillhurst United Church

• Saturday Coffee

 http://www.girlsgroove.ca

 4 Calgary Eagle

 1227 Kensington Close NW
 (403) 283-1539
 office@hillhurstunited.com
 www.hillhurstunited.com

Halo Steak, Seafood & Wine Bar

 Canyon Meadows Plaza
		13226 Macleod Trail SE
 403-271-4111
 www.halorestaurant.com

59 Village Bistro & Lounge------------------ 2F, 610 8th Ave SE
 403-262-6342 ext 236
 M-R: 9am-4pm, F: 9am-5pm, S: 11am-5pm
 www.villagebistrocalgary.com

Retail Stores

 Midtown Co-op, 1130 - 11th Ave SW

Queers on Campus---------------------- ✰

Adult Depot-----------------------------

✰

HIV Peer Support Group

 279R Student Union Club Spaces, U of C
 403-220-6394
 http://www.ucalgary.ca/~glass
Formerly GLASS - Gay/Lesbian Association of Students
and Staff.

 140, 58th Ave SW
 403-258-2777
Gay, bi, straight video rentals and sex toys.

ISCCA Social Association

• Coffee Night

41 La Fleur------------------------------------ 103 - 100 7th Avenue SW
 403-266-1707
Florist and Flower Shop.

 403-230-5832
 hivpeergroup@yahoo.ca

 http://www.iscca.ca
Imperial Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch. Charity
fundraising group..

Knox United Church

 506 - 4th Street SW
 403-269-8382
 http://www.knoxunited.ab.ca
Knox United Church is an all-inclusive church located in
downtown Calgary. A variety of facility rentals are also
available for meetings, events and concerts.

• Worship Services

 10:30am in July and August.

Miscellaneous Youth Network

 http://www.miscyouth.com

• Fake Mustache

 Quincy’s (609 7th Ave SW)
 Club Sapien (609 7th Ave SW)
Calgary’s ONLY Drag King Show. Early show 7:30pm,
late show 9pm.

• Mosaic Youth Group

 The Old Y Centre (223 12th Ave SW)
For queer and trans youth and their allies.

Mystique

 mystiquesocialclub@yahoo.com
Mystique is primarily a Lesbian group for women 30 and
up but all are welcome.

• Coffee Night

 Second Cup (2312 - 4th Street SW)

NETWORKS

 networkscalgary@gmail.com
A social, cultural, and service organization for the mature
minded and “Plus 40” LGBT individuals seeking to meet
others at age-appropriate activities within a positive, safe
environment.

Parents for Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)

Deer Park United Church/Wholeness Centre

 77 Deerpoint Road SE
 http://www.dpuc.ca

Gay Friends in Calgary

 http://www.gayfriendsincalgary.ca
Organizes and hosts social activities catered to the LGBT
people and friends.

 Sean: 403-695-5791
 http://www.pflagcanada.ca
A registered charitable organization that provides
support, education and resources to parents, families and
individuals who have questions or concerns about sexual
orientation or gender identity.

Positive Space Committee

 4825 Mount Royal Gate SW
 403-440-6383
 http://www.mtroyal.ca/positivespace
Works to raise awareness and challenge the patterns of
silence that continue to marginalize LGBTTQ individuals.

61 Holidays on the Hill----------------------- 210 - 7th Ave SW
 403-263-3030
Christmas, Halloween, and much more.

 2nd Cup, Kensington

Safety Under the Rainbow

 http://www.safetyrainbow.ca
Mission: To raise awareness and understanding of same-sex
domestic violence and homophobic youth bullying.

Scarboro United Church

 134 Scarboro Avenue SW
 403-244-1161
 www.scarborounited.ab.ca
An affirming congregation—the full inclusion of LGBT
people is essential to our mission and purpose.

Sharp Foundation

 403-272-2912
 sharpfoundation@nucleus.com
 http://www.thesharpfoundation.com

The Naked Leaf----------------------------

 305 10th Street NW
 http://www.thenakedleaf.ca
Organic teas and tea ware.

16 Priape Calgary------------------------- ✰
 1322 - 17 Ave SW
 403-215-1800
 http://www.priape.com
Clothing and accessories. Adult toys, leather wear, movies
and magazines. Gifts.

Services & Products

Unity Bowling

Calgary Civil Marriage Centre

 Let’s Bowl (2916 - 5th Ave NE)
 sundayunity@live.com

 403-246-4134
 ca.ca@shaw.ca
Marriage Commissioner for Alberta (aka Justice of the Peace
- JP), Marriage Officiant, Commissioner for Oaths.

Urban Sex Radio Show

 CJSW 90.9 FM
 http://www.cjsw.com
Focus on sexuality; gay bisexual lesbian trans gendered and
straight issues here in Calgary and around the web.

Vigor Calgary

 403-255-7004
 www.vigorcalgary.ca
Violence in Gay Male Relationships (VIGOR) is a committee
of professionals dedicated to increasing the awareness of
gay men’s domestic violence and the services available
to them.

Wild Rose United Church

24 Courtney Aarbo (Barristers & Solicitors)
 1138 Kensington Road NW
 403-571-5120
 http://www.courtneyaarbo.ca
GLBT legal services.

Cruiseline

 403-777-9494 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca
Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.

DevaDave Salon & Boutique

 810 Edmonton Trail NE
 403-290-1973
Cuts, Colour, Hilights.

 1317-1st Street NW

“Yeah...What She Said!” Radio Show

Duncan’s Residential Cleaning

 CJSW 90.9 FM
 yeahwhatshesaid@gmail.com

 Jim Duncan: 403-978-6600
Residential cleaning. Free estimates.

Restaurants

Lorne Doucette (CIR Realtors)

✰

 403-461-9195
 http://www.lornedoucette.com

60 Club Sapien------------------------------ ✰
 1140 10th Ave SW
 403-457-4464
 http://www.clubsapien.ca

 403-479-8619
 http://www.marniecampbell.ca

4 Calgary Eagle Inc.---------------------		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.

9 FAB-------------------------------------		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.

 403-283-3555

✰

Marnie Campbell (Maxwell Realtors)
MFM Communications

 403-543-6970
 1-877-543-6970
 http://www.mfmcommunications.com

Pride Calgary Planning Committee

 403-797-6564

 www.pridecalgary.ca

Pride Rainbow Project

 prp@planet-save.com
 http://www.priderainbowproject.com
Youth run project designed to show support for same-sex
marriage in Canada and elsewhere. A fabric rainbow
banner approximately 5 feet wide - goal is to make it
3.2km (2 miles) long, in order to break the world record.
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Directory & Events
DOWNTOWN EDMONTON

1

5

7
11 6 12

3

N

4
14

1 Pride Centre------------- Community Groups
3 HIV Network------------- Community Groups
4 Edmonton STD---------- Community Groups

5 The Junction------------------ Bars and Clubs
6 Buddy’s Nite Club------------ Bars and Clubs
7 Down Under Baths--------------- Bathhouses

8 Prism Bar & Grill------------- Bars and Clubs
11 Steamworks---------------------- Bathhouses
12 Woody’s----------------------- Bars and Clubs

43 Lisa Heinricks (Artist)--------------------- Art Central, 100 7th Ave SW, lower level
 http://www.creamydreamy.com

5 The Junction---------------------------- ✰
 10242 106th St
 780-756-5667
 http://www.junctionedmonton.com

13 PLAY Nightclub--------------- Bars and Clubs
14 FLASH------------------------- Bars and Clubs

 Calgary Contd.
Web site hosting and development. Computer hardware
and software.

MPs Catering

 403-607-8215

SafeWorks

Free and confidential HIV/AIDS and STI testing.

• Calgary Drop-in Centre

 Room 117, 423 - 4th Ave SE
 403-699-8216
 Mon-Fri: 9am-12pm, Sat: 12:15pm-3:15pm

• Centre of Hope

 Room 201, 420 - 9th Ave SE
 403-410-1180
 Mon-Fri: 1pm-5pm

• Sheldon M. Chumir Health Centre

 1213 - 4th Str SW
 403-955-6014
 Sat-Thu: 4:15pm-7:45pm, Fri: Closed

• Safeworks Van

 403-850-3755
 Sat-Thu: 8pm-12am, Fri: 4pm-12am

Theatre & Fine Arts
36 ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects
 403-294-7402
 http://www.ATPlive.com

AXIS Contemporary Art--------------------

 107, 100 - 7 Ave SW
 rob@axisart.ca

 403-262-3356
 www.axisart.ca

35 One Yellow Rabbit------------------------- Big Secret Theatre - EPCOR CENTRE
 403-299-8888
 www.oyr.org
37 Pumphouse Theatre------------------ 2140 Pumphouse Avenue SW
 403-263-0079
 http://www.pumphousetheatres.ca

✰

Stagewest-------------------------------

✰

58 Theatre Junction---------------------- Theatre Junction GRAND, 608 1st St. SW
 403-205-2922
 info@theatrejunction.com
http://www.theatrejunction.com

✰

 727 - 42 Avenue SE
 403-243-6642
 http://www.stagewestcalgary.com

34 Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------------ 161, 115 - 9 Ave SE
 403-221-3708
 http://www.vertigomysterytheatre.com

EDMONTON
Bars & Clubs
6 Buddy’s Nite Club--------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6636

Jubilations Dinner Theatre

14 FLASH---------------------------------------✰
 10018 105 Street
 780-938-2941
 flashnightclub@hotmail.com

 Bow Trail and 37th St. SW
 403-249-7799
 www.jubilations.ca
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 780-497-7529

Prism Bar & Grill (closed)-------------

 10524 101st St
 http://www.prismbar.ca

Fairytales

		See Calgary - Community Groups.

PLAY Nightclub (closed)-------------------✰

 10220 103 Street
 info@playnightclub.ca
 http://www.playnightclub.ca

✰

 780-990-0038

12 Woody’s-------------------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6557

Bathhouses/Saunas
7 Down Under Baths-------------------------✰
 12224 Jasper Ave
 780-482-7960
 http://www.gayedmonton.com
11 Steamworks--------------------------------✰
 11745 Jasper Ave
 780-451-5554
 http://www.steamworksedmonton.com

Community Groups
Alberta Bears

 www.beefbearbash.com

AltView Foundation

 #44, 48 Brentwood Blvd, Sherwood Park, AB
 403-398-9968
 info@altview.ca
 www.altview.ca
For gender variant and sexual minorities.

Book Worm’s Book Club

 Howard McBride Chapel of Chimes
		10179 - 108 Street
 bookworm@teamedmonton.ca

Buck Naked Boys Club

 780-471-6993
 http://www.bucknakedboys.ca
Naturism club for men—being social while everyone is
naked, and it does not include sexual activity. Participants do
not need to be gay, only male.

Camp fYrefly

 7-104 Dept. of Educational Policy Studies
		Faculty of Education, University of Alberta
		Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2G5
 http://www.fyrefly.ualberta.ca

Edmonton Pride Festival Society (EPFS)

 http://www.edmontonpride.ca

Edmonton Prime Timers

 edmontonpt@yahoo.ca
 www.primetimersww.org/edmonton
Group of older gay men and their admirers who come from
diverse backgrounds but have common social interests.
Affiliated with Prime Timers World Wide.

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association

 3379, 11215 Jasper Ave
 780-429-5014
 http://www.edmontonrba.org
Primary focus is the provision of networking opportunities
for LGBT owned or operated and LGBT-friendly businesses
in the Edmonton region.

Edmonton Illusions Social Club

 5 The Junction
 780-387-3343
 groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions

www.gaycalgary.com
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Edmonton Events
Boot Camp------------------------------  7-8pm
Team Edmonton

Men’s HIV Support Group--------------  7-9pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 2nd

Curling---------------------------------  7:15pm
See

Team Edmonton

Oct4Mar21

Tuesdays

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

TTIQ-------------------------------------  2-4pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 2nd

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Bowling-----------------------------  6:45-9pm
See

Team Edmonton

Sept7Mar15

Community Potluck---------------------  7-9pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 Last

Recreational Volleyball--------  8:30-10:30pm
See

Team Edmonton

Oct5

Swimming-----------------------  7:30-8:30pm
See

Team Edmonton

May19

Martial Arts---------------------  7:30-8:30pm
See

Team Edmonton

Wednesdays

PFLAG---------------------------------  12:10pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 1st

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See

Youth Movie Night------------------  6:30-8:30

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm

See

Mondays
See

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Understanding Youth

At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Mixed Badminton----------------------  8-10pm
See

Team Edmonton

Jan13End of May

See 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Saturdays

Baseball Tournament---------------  12-5pm
By Emily Morgan Foundation
 Diamond Park Ball Field (River Valley)

Naturalist Gettogether

Buck Naked Boys Club

Get Tested for STIs----------------------  3-6pm

Monthly Meeting-----------------------  2:30pm

See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 Last

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See

Youth Understanding Youth

Swimming-------------------------------  7-8pm

See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Saturday, August 20th

Bear BBQ---------------------------------- 1pm
By

BEEF Bearbash at Victorial Park

 2nd

Bear Dance-------------------------------- 8pm

Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm

Bear Afterparty---------------------------- 8pm

Bowling------------------------------------ 5pm

Wednesday, August 24th

By Edmonton Primetimers
 Unitarian Church, 10804 - 119th Street
See
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton
Team Edmonton

By
By

BEEF Bearbash at 5 The Junction

BEEF Bearbash at 7 Down Under Baths

State Dinner------------------------------- 6pm
ISCWR at 5 The Junction

Sundays

By

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm

GLBT African Group

Thursday, August 25th

At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Book Club------------------------------  7:30pm

Running------------------------------  10-11am

By

Martial Arts---------------------  7:30-8:30pm

Free School----------------------------  11-5pm

Out-of-Town Show------------------------- 7pm

Intermediate Volleyball--------  7:30-9:30pm

Womonspace Meeting---------  12:30-1:30pm

Saturday, August 27th

Fridays

Yoga---------------------------------  2-3:30pm

ISCWR Coronation----------------------- TBA
By ISCWR

Men Talking with Pride----------------  7-9pm

Victory Brunch---------------------------  11am

See

See
See
See

Team Edmonton

BookWorm’s Book Club

May19

 3rd

Team Edmonton
Team Edmonton

Edmonton Illusions--------------------  8:30pm
At 5 The Junction

 2nd

Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm
See

Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See

See
See
See
See
See

 1st, Last

Team Edmonton

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 2nd, 4th

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 1st

Team Edmonton

ISCWR at 14 FLASH

Friday, August 26th
By

By

Ballroom Dancing--------------  7:30-8:30pm
See

In-Town Show------------------------------ 9pm

ISCWR at 5 The Junction

Sunday, August 28th

Pride Centre of Edmonton
Team Edmonton

ISCWR at 5 The Junction

September 2011
AIDS Walk for Life--------------------- 11am
By HIV Edmonton at Sir Winston Churchill Square

Youth Understanding Youth

Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range),  = Sponsored Event

 Edmonton Contd.
4 Edmonton STD
 11111 Jasper Ave

Edmonton Vocal Minority

 780-479-2038
 www.evmchoir.com

 2nd

AA Big Book Study--------------------  12-1pm

Pride Centre of Edmonton

 2nd

Sunday, August 14th

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm
See

 Unitarian Church (10804 119th Street)
See Edmonton Primetimers

At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

See

Thursdays

Monthly Meetings---------------------- 2:30pm

 sing@evmchoir.com

3 HIV Network Of Edmonton Society---- ✰
 9702 111 Ave NW
 www.hivedmonton.com

Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose

 http://www.iscwr.ca

OUTreach

 University of Alberta, basement of SUB
 outreach@ualberta.ca
 http://www.ualberta.ca/~outreach
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender/transsexual, Queer,
Questioning and Straight-but-not-Narrow student group.
1 Pride Centre of Edmonton-------------- ✰
 95A Street, 111 Ave
 780-488-3234
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org

• Community Potluck

 Main Space – Upstairs
 tuff@shaw.ca
A potluck open to all members of the LGBTQ community. A
time to get together, share a meal and meet people from
the community.

• Free School

 Main Space – Upstairs
 monika\penner@shaw.ca
Free School provides workshops on a variety of topics
related to local activism.

• Get Tested for STIs

Free STD testing for anyone interested. For more
information please contact the Pride Centre.

www.gaycalgary.com

• GLBT African Group (Drop-In)

• TTIQ

• GLBT Seniors Drop-In

• Womonspace Board Meeting

 fred@pridecentreofedmonton.org
 jeff@pridecentreofedmonton.org
Group for ALL gay refugees and their friends and families,
from all around the world.
 SAGE building, Classroom B
		15 Sir Winstone Churchill Square
 tuff@shaw.ca
A social and support group for seniors of all genders and
sexualities to talk, have tea and offer each other support.

• Men Talking with Pride

 Green Room – Upstairs
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org
TTIQ is mixed gender open support group addressing the
needs of transsexual and transgendered individuals.

 Main Space – Upstairs
 wspresident@hotmail.com
Womonspace is a Social and Recreational Society in
Edmonton run by volunteers. They provide opportunities
for lesbians to interact and support each other in a safe
environment, and to contribute to the broader community.

 Main Space – Upstairs
 robwells780@hotmail.com
A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and
transgendered men to discuss current issues and to offer
support to each other.

• Youth Movie

• Men’s HIV Support Group

• YouthSpace

 Green Room – Upstairs
 huges@shaw.ca
Support group for people living with HIV/AIDS.

• PFLAG

 Red room - Downstairs
 780-436-1998
 edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays: A support
group for family members and friends of GLBT people. An
excellent resource for people whose family members and
friends have just come out.

• Prime Timers

See Edmonton Primetimers.

• Suit Up and Show Up: AA Big Book Study

 Downstairs Couch Area
Discussion and support group for those struggling with an
alcohol addiction or seeking support in staying sober.

 Main Space – Upstairs
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
Movie chosen by youth (aged 14 – 25), usually with LGBT
themes. Popcorn is served.
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
A safe and supportive space for GLBTQ youth aged 13–25.
Video games, computers with internet, clothing bank,
and more.

Team Edmonton

• Badminton (Women’s)

 Oliver School, 10227 - 118 Street
 780-465-3620
 badminton@teamedmonton.ca
Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton. $40.00 season
or $5.00 per drop in.

•Ballroom Dancing

 Foot Notes Dance Studio, 9708-45 Avenue NW
 Cynthia: 780-469-3281

• Blazin’ Bootcamp

 Garneau Elementary School
		10925 - 87 Ave
 bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca

• Bowling (Northern Titans)

 Ed’s Rec Room (West Edmonton Mall)
 bowling@teamedmonton.ca
$15.00 per person.

• Cross Country Skiing

 crosscountry@teamedmonton.ca

• Curling with Pride

 Granite Curling Club, 8620 107 Street NW
 curling@teamedmonton.ca

 president@teamedmonton.ca
 http://www.teamedmonton.ca
Members are invited to attend and help determine the
board for the next term. If you are interested in running for
the board or getting involved in some of the committees,
please contact us.

• Cycling (Edmonton Prideriders)

• Badminton (Mixed)

• Golf

 St. Thomas Moore School, 9610 165 Street
 coedbadminton@teamedmonton.ca
New group seeking male & female players.

 Various locations in Edmonton
 cycling@teamedmonton.ca

• Dragon Boat (Flaming Dragons)
 dragonboat@teamedmonton.ca
 golf@teamedmonton.ca

• Gymnastics, Drop-in

 Ortona Gymnastics Club, 8755 - 50 Avenue
 gymnastics@teamedmonton.ca
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Directory & Events
 Edmonton Contd.
Have the whole gym to yourselves and an instructor to
help you achieve your individual goals. Cost is $5.00
per session.

• Hockey

 hockey@teamedmonton.ca

• Martial Arts

 15450 - 105 Ave (daycare entrance)
 780-328-6414
 kungfu@teamedmonton.ca
 kickboxing@teamedmonton.ca
Drop-ins welcome.

• Outdoor Pursuits

 outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca

• Running (Arctic Frontrunners)

 Emily Murphy Park, west end
 running@teamedmonton.ca
All genders and levels of runners and walkers are invited to
join this free activity.

• Slo Pitch

 Parkallen Field, 111 st and 68 ave
 slo-pitch@teamedmonton.ca
Season fee is $30.00 per person. $10 discount for players
from the 2008 season.

• Snowballs V

 January 27-29, 2012
 snowballs@teamedmonton.ca
Skiing and Snowboarding Weekend.

• Soccer

 soccer@teamedmonton.ca

• Spin

 MacEwan Centre for Sport and Wellness
		109 St. and 104 Ave
 Wednesdays, 5:45-6:45pm
		Season has ended.
 spin@teamedmonton.ca
7 classes, $28.00 per registrant.

• Swimming (Making Waves)
 NAIT Pool (11762 - 106 Street)
 swimming@teamedmonton.ca
 www.makingwavesswimclub.ca

• Tennis

 Kinsmen Sports Centre
 Sundays, 12pm-3pm
 tennis@teamedmonton.ca

• Ultimate Frisbee

 Sundays
		Summer Season starts July 12th
 ultimatefrisbee@teamedmonton.ca
E-mail if interested.

• Volleyball, Intermediate

 Amiskiwacy Academy (101 Airport Road)
 volleyball@teamedmonton.ca

• Volleyball, Recreational

 Mother Teresa School (9008 - 105 Ave)
 recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca

• Women’s Lacrosse

 Sharon: 780-461-0017
 Pam: 780-436-7374
Open to women 21+, experienced or not, all are welcome.
Call for info.

• Yoga

 Lion's Breath Yoga Studio (10350-124 Street)
 yoga@teamedmonton.ca

Womonspace

 780-482-1794
 womonspace@gmail.com
 www.womonspace.ca
Women’s social group, but all welcome at events.

Youth Understanding Youth

 780-248-1971
 www.yuyedm.ca
A support and social group for queer youth 12-25.
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• Sports and Recreation

 Brendan: 780-488-3234
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org

Restaurants
5 The Junction------------------------------- 10242 106th St
 780-756-5667
12 Woody’s-------------------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6557

Retail Stores
Rodéo Drive

 11528 - 89th Street
 780-474-0413
 brendalee@rodeodrive.ca
 http://www.rodeodrive.ca
His and hers fetish wear, toys, jewelry, etc.

Products & Services
Cruiseline

 780-413-7122 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca
Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.

Robertson-Wesley United Church

 10209 - 123 St. NW
 780-482-1587
 jravenscroft@rwuc.org
 www.rwuc.org
 Worship: Sunday mornings at 10:30am
People of all sexual orientations welcome. Other LGBT
events include a monthly book club and a bi-monthly film
night. As a caring spiritual community, we’d love to have
you join us!

• Soul OUTing

 Second Sunday every month, 7pm
An LGBT-focused alternative worship.

• Film Night

 Bi-monthly, contact us for exact dates.

• Book Club

 Monthly, contact us for exact dates.

Theatre & Fine Arts
Exposure Festival

 http://www.exposurefestival.ca
Edmonton’s Queer Arts and Culture Festival.

The Roxy Theatre

 10708 124th Street, Edmonton AB
 780-453-2440
 www.theatrenetwork.ca

BANFF/CANMORE
Community Groups
Mountain Pride

 BOX 4892, BANFF, AB, T1L 1G1
 Brian, 403-431-2569
 1-800-958-9632
 members@gaybanff.com
 www.gaybanff.com
Serving the GLBTQS community in Banff, Canmore, Lake
Louise and Area.

GRANDE PRAIRIE

LETHBRIDGE
Community Groups
GALA/LA

 403-308-2893
 http://www.galalethbridge.ca
Gay and Lesbian Alliance of Lethbridge and Area.

• Monthly Dances

 Henotic (402 - 2 Ave S)
Bring your membership card and photo ID.

• Monthly Potluck Dinners

 McKillop United Church, 2329 - 15 Ave S
GALA/LA will provide the turkey...you bring the rest. Please
bring a dish to share that will serve 4-6 people, and your
own beverage.

• Support Line

 403-308-2893
 Monday OR Wednesday, 7pm-11pm
Leave a message any other time.

• Friday Mixer

Western Canadian Pride Campout

 www.eventmasterinc.net

YouthSafe

 http://www.youthsafe.net
Alberta’s website for youth with sex-and-gender differences.
Youthsafe.net lists the resources, information and services
to help youth find safe and caring spaces in Alberta.

Theatre & Fine Arts
Alberta Ballet

 http://www.albertaballet.com
Frequent productions in Calgary and Edmonton.

CANADA
Community Groups
Alberta Trans Support/Activities Group

 The Mix (green water tower)
		103 Mayor Magrath Dr S
 Every Friday at 10pm

 http://www.albertatrans.org
A nexus for transgendered persons, regardless of where they
may be on the continuum.

Gay & Lesbian Integrity Assoc. (GALIA)

 University of Lethbridge
GBLTTQQ club on campus.

The Central Alberta AIDS Network Society is the local
charity responsible for HIV prevention and support in
Central Alberta.

 galia@uleth.ca

• Movie Night

 Room C610, University of Lethbridge

Gay Youth Alliance Group

 Betty, 403-381-5260
 bneil@chr.ab.ca
 Every second Wednesday, 3:30pm-5pm

Lethbridge HIV Connection

 1206 - 6 Ave S

PFLAG Canada

 1-888-530-6777
 lethbridgeab@pflagcanada.ca
 www.pflagcanada.ca

Pride Lethbridge

 lethbridgepridefest@gmail.com

RED DEER
Community Groups
Affirm

Canadian Rainbow Health Coalition

 P..O. Box 3043, Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3S9
 (306) 955-5135
 1-800-955-5129
 http://www.rainbowhealth.ca

Egale Canada

 8 Wellington St E, Third Floor
		Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1C5
 1-888-204-7777
 www.egale.ca
Egale Canada is the national advocacy and lobby
organization for gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, transidentified people and our families.

Products & Services
Squirt

 http://www.squirt.org
Website for dating and hook-ups. 18+ ONLY!

Theatre & Fine Arts
Broadway Across Canada

 http://www.broadwayacrosscanada.ca

OUTtv

 http://www.outtv.ca
GLBT Television Station.

 Sunnybrook United Church
 403-347-6073
 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7pm
Composed of LGBTQ people, their friends, family and
allies. No religious affiliation necessary. Activities include
support, faith and social justice discussions, film nights,
and potlucks!

ALBERTA
Community Groups
Central Alberta AIDS Network Society

 4611-50 Avenue, Red Deer, AB
 http://www.caans.org

Community Groups
GALAP

 10113 - 103 Ave, T8V 1C2
 780-512-1990
Gay and Lesbian Association of the Peace.
• Wednesday Coffee Nights
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Politics

Sex-Ed In Schools is Education Not Indoctrination
By Stephen Lock
As has been discussed in this column before, sex education
in our schools is a minefield of opposing ideologies with
conservative parents on one side getting apoplexy over the
possibility Justin or Jessica will be exposed to information they
don’t agree with. Meanwhile school boards, health boards, and
supporters on the other side are trying desperately to educate
upcoming generations about not just the mechanics of sex
but also the ethics of sex, without treading into the dangerous
waters of “morality” where one person’s morals are another
person’s idea of degeneracy.
Now there is a new area that cries out to be addressed; sexually transmitted
infections (STIs) or what used to be called sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and,
before that, venereal disease (VD).
In Alberta, we are experiencing what under any other circumstances would be
called an epidemic of syphilis, gonorrhea, chlamydia and, still, HIV. And nobody is
talking to the kids about it. It’s one thing to sit your son or daughter down and have
“the talk”, as nerve-wracking, embarrassing, and uncomfortable as that it (as a teen I
acutely remember having my parents talk to me about it...and I still squirm thinking
about it!). But it’s quite another thing to talk to them about STIs, about the various
ways these infections are transmitted, what they do to your body and brain, and how
to protect oneself if one decides to be sexually active. Little wonder few parents even
go there. It will mean having to talk about oral and anal sex, not just vaginal sex,
which is where most sex ed talks start and end when mom and dad give “the talk”.
Schools, I would suggest, are better equipped to open the conversation to various
expressions of sex and sexuality and I think it is important they be able to do so,
regardless of what mom and dad might believe or feel about it. As so many sex-ed
advocates point out, just because one discusses the risks and benefits of a particular
sex act doesn’t mean the kids are going to rush out and try it...but if they do, or ever
do down the line, at least they will be equipped with the knowledge of how to protect
themselves, both physically and health-wise.
The Alberta government has plans to spend over $14 million over the next five
years (that works out to $2.8 million a year) to battle the rise in STIs. We are seeing
some controversial television and print ads already as part of the campaign, ads
that play off the whole adult chat line phenomenon. However, there is nothing in
place regarding a more comprehensive and mandatory sex education curriculum
in our schools, although part of the five-year strategy is apparently to “promote,
maintain, and reinforce the provision of quality sexual health information in the
school system.” One can only hope this means mandatory and compulsory sex
education in the schools but, the evidence doesn’t seem to support this.
With the introduction of Bill 44 in 2009, parental rights were formally enshrined
allowing parents to pull their kids from class if the curriculum deals with sex, sexual
orientation (meaning, of course, lesbigay issues and possibly trans issues as well),
or religion. Bad move, in my opinion, but that’s been covered in another column
some time ago.
According to Kris Wells and Mary-Anne Doherty of the University of Alberta’s
Institute for Sexual Minority Studies, ninety per cent of students turn to their schools
to provide sex education, not to their family, and if there is insufficient information
available in school, they will turn to the Internet. Wells asks the important question
“are they finding reliable information?” We know the answer to that.
Wells has been quoted as saying sex-ed in schools “...isn’t an issue about religion
or morality...[it’s] about the health and safety of our young people and providing
them age-appropriate, non-judgmental information so that they can make informed
decisions.”
Exactly. And the key words here are “age-appropriate” and “non-judgmental”.
The information given to Grade 6-ers is going to be markedly different than the
discussions held in Grades 10 and 11 or 12. What gets many anti-sex-ed
parents groups in a tizzy, however, is the “non-judgmental” aspect. They claim
some nefarious ‘gay agenda’ will be at work, undermining their children’s morals,
encouraging them to at least experiment, if not actually become, gay, lesbian or
bisexual. Total poppycock, of course. The fact is, kids will experiment sexually and
for some it’s part of their coming out process, absolutely, but for most it’s just not a
fit, just not something they liked, and they move on from it. I see nothing wrong in
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that, but then I come from a different generation and a liberal upbringing and believe
if boys or girls experiment with amongst each other, so what? Where I have an issue
with that experimentation is if it places them at some sort of health or physical risk,
which is why it comes down, in my opinion, to arming youth with the appropriate
understanding and means to take care of not only themselves but the person or
persons they choose to be sexual with. To me, it seems a no-brainer.
While having contracted an STI is hardly anything to celebrate, neither should it
continue to have such a strongly morally negative connotation. The perspective that
to have syphilis, or any number of other infections, is a moral failing is simply not
helpful. Generally speaking, having HIV/AIDS is no longer seen as a reflection on
the individual’s morality; although it is in some quarters, even still. Over the last
30 years we have, thankfully, moved from shunning those who are HIV-positive and
viewing them as some sort of sexual leper, to an understanding that HIV, and AIDS,
is “just” a disease albeit a dreadful one to have. But at least there isn’t the moral,
one could even say moralistic, overtones we saw in the 80s.
In some ways, we still view syphilis much as it was viewed centuries ago. If
you’ve ever seen the Johnny Depp movie The Libertine, the story of John Wilmot,
Earl of Rochester, a 17th Century poet and nobleman at the court of Charles II who
was an infamous “syphilitic”, you saw not only how syphilis ravaged him, leaving
him disfigured, crippled, and insane and eventually killed him. You also saw how
he was shunned and condemned by his uninfected peers, many of whom were as
“debauched” as he, just not as public about it. Clearly, untreated syphilis is a
horrible, disgusting, nasty disease to have and any effort to eradicate it should be
undertaken. Syphilis is treatable, even curable, but it can also go undetected until
the full fury of the advanced disease is unleashed and by then, it is too late to
treat. This is why it is crucial to protect ourselves and to seek out treatment if we
even suspect we may have contracted it, but that isn’t going to happen if you are
a teenager who has internalized the profoundly negative messages our culture has
around sex and STIs.
Taking responsibility for one’s personal health should be a matter of course. At
its most basic, why should popping down to the Provincial Clinic for a test and, if
need be, treatment be any more a “moral issue” than going to a walk-in clinic or
your own doctor - should you be lucky enough to have one - to get, say, a respiratory
infection checked out? It shouldn’t.
When I was first coming out and taking full advantage of sexual opportunities,
and this was pre-AIDS by the way, toddling off to the STD Clinic was just something
any responsible, self-affirming, active gay man did. There was no shame attached.
In fact, the waiting room was often quite social with several comfortably gay men,
and occasionally one’s past (or current!) sexual partners, coming in for their monthly
tests. In the post-AIDS era, and with all the negativity and shame attached to it and
the attacks launched against the gay men’s community because of HIV/AIDS, the
zeitgeist changed. Men stopped going for regular check-ups. Part of this was fear
of finding out one was HIV-positive, certainly, and at that time being HIV-positive
was tantamount to receiving a death sentence. But it was more than just that; it
was internalizing the huge amount of sex-negative, particularly gay sex-negative,
messages with which we were starting to be bombarded.
Mindelle Jacobs, a conservative columnist for the Calgary Sun, wrote in a column
a while back about her support for mandatory sex education classes and of her hope
that comprehensive sex-ed, meaning detailed and specific sex-ed, would become
compulsory in Alberta schools. She ended the column with these words:
“But if mom and dad are pulling Jack and Jill out of sex-ed class, our safe-sex
message is like a leaky condom.” I agree 100 per cent with her on that.
Moral arguments against such education ring of prudishness, not any high moral
stance. As Jacobs further suggests, if Mexico, one of the most actively Catholic and
socially-conservative countries in the world, can bring in mandatory sex education
because of alarmingly high HIV/AIDS infection rates among young Mexicans, then
our reluctance to confront the issue head-on is revealed for what it is; not a response,
but a reaction to the spectre of SEX being taught, and a baseless fear on the part of
parents’ groups of “indoctrination”.
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Trans-Identity

Why the Umbrella Failed – Part 2
By Mercedes Allen
This month’s column is a continuation of Why the
Umbrella Failed from the July 2011 edition.
Decolonialism is Not Simply Divorce
If a “divorce” of transsexuals from gender diverse peoples were
to take place, we still need to take care and be conscious of those
who identify as both. Historically, it has always gone very seriously
tragic when communities have jettisoned people who don’t fit narrow
idealized definitions. Folks in the in-between are often not the exception
that challenges the rule, but rather situated where they experience
compounded ostracism that perpetuates even more isolation and
marginalization. Simply divorcing ourselves from each other doesn’t
actually address colonial structures: it merely draws a new border and
creates one more class to seek advantage over. If we are to claim a
true decolonial approach, that will involve both defining ourselves
as distinct, and working with people outside our own bubble for our
collective empowerment… without assuming that a single solution is
going to accomplish that.

Longer Than We Realize
The “don’t call me transgender” argument stems from peoples’ desire
to distinguish themselves from the relatively recent but large proliferation
of genderqueer and transgressive narratives. Those, in turn, stemmed
from peoples’ desire to distinguish themselves from the medicalized and
clichéd “man in a woman’s body” -style narratives before them. We’ve
been seeking to define ourselves the whole time, and that’s a necessary
part of emerging as a movement. But because we’re trying to present
ourselves to the world as part of a single whole, doing so affects the selfdefinition of others. This tug-of-war has been taking place for longer
than we realize, and unless we reconsider why and how we’re trying to
assert oneness, this will only grow more bitter. And it’s unnecessary:
total sameness is not a prerequisite for undertaking activism as an allied
whole, nor for empathizing with people who share some of our struggles.

tokenism and betrayal. Alliances still need the ability to recognize
when they’re seeking to define others and the will to change it. The
primary reason for shifting from umbrella thinking to alliance between
transsexual and gender diverse communities is to better recognize and
empower the parties in question to voice their own perspectives and
needs. It becomes easier to recognize when troubles occur, since the
collaborating partners have been more empowered to speak. It’s a small
difference that can mean everything.
So if it seems sometimes like I’m talking about platitudes, it’s because
I am. The practical application is still entirely dependent on our
commitment to achieving an ideal and equitable result.

LGB, People of Colour and Alliances
Many other communities have settled into alliance-based frameworks,
even if they haven’t consciously done so or have later forgotten why.
Lesbians, gay men and bisexuals probably have a clearer thread uniting
them — sexual orientation — but still have a myriad of differences,
distinctions and places in which there is outright conflict. For a gay man
who is trying to communicate that his sexual orientation is innate and
something he can’t just change through conscious choice or aversion
therapies, for example, the very existence of bisexuals would at first
seem to undermine him. We choose to ally, and if we listen, we start
to understand what’s at the root of those conflicts and see where both
can co-exist.

We’re drawn to the idea of community as some kind of nebulous
ideal where we all share kinship, as a kind of family. Many of us have
sacrificed a lot in search of it, and perhaps we even need it. We’ve
been emotionally buoyed or wrecked by interactions because of it. As
romantic as the idea of community might be, there are obvious flaws
with that logic — which is why The Community™ always seems to fail to
live up to that promise. There are kindred spirits to be found, yes, but
not everyone in our neighbourhood can be seen as one. Community can
only ever be a loosely-knit coming together of diverse individuals who
are unified only by the fact that they happen to live near each other and
perhaps have some political needs in common.

As someone who is Métis (that is, part Native American — enough
that I witness and sometimes experience some of the marginalization
of Aboriginal peoples but not enough that I could speak to all of it), I
can find some kinship with people of colour. But at the same time, my
experiences aren’t necessarily in line with the PoC narrative. Discussion
of issues affecting people of colour sometimes slip into the trap of
speaking about only one or two colours. If I were to voice my experiences
while identified as a person of colour (I don’t, since I recognize that I’m
largely seen as white), the first thing that would happen is that people
would contest my right to identify that way; the second (assuming we
get past that) is that they then try to find a way to fold my experiences
back into the existing narrative. As with those who’ve advocated an
umbrella community, I don’t believe this is necessarily intentional. But
I’ve found it’s certainly more effective for me to communicate my relevant
experiences as a Métis person, so that those experiences can be seen on
their own merits and unencumbered by another narrative. At the same
time, I’m perfectly happy to ally with people of colour and do whatever
I can to advance their needs and inclusion as well. At that point, I’m
more an ally than anything (hopefully a good ally), and inevitably need
both my own language to describe my experiences, and a willingness to
listen to others’.

Where Alliance Differs

We Need to Revisit This, But Without Invalidation

We sometimes see the concepts of umbrella and alliance as
interchangeable, but that is very much not the case. There are very clear
yet subtle differences in thinking that go with each concept, whether
we’ve intended them or not. Coming from an umbrella standpoint, we’re
inviting people to “come over here and stand with me.” From an alliance
standpoint, it’s a bit more of a realization that sometimes we need to
stand with someone else too, and that sometimes requires stepping out
of our own protective zone to do so — but also realizing that it’s needed.
An alliance acknowledges that we’re not all going the same direction,
that we can only speak to our own experiences, and that it’s not up to
everyone to focus on us but rather agreeing to exchange support among
people who don’t always need the same things. It also means realizing
that our needs aren’t all the same, will sometimes conflict, and should
probably be examined carefully before pushing solutions in order to
minimize the harm we do to our allies.

If we were to look at how trans theory has evolved over the years,
I’d bet we’d find that this is a discussion that we keep coming back
to without realizing it, because umbrella thinking has started us on a
circuitous path that keeps stirring up the same old unresolved conflicts,
the same old unanswered questions about where colonial borders should
be, the same questions of empowerment and disempowerment and the
same resentments from erasure and betrayal, time and again. Inevitably
it needs to be revisited, lest it continue to hamper our collective (and
hopefully reasonably allied) movements for transsexual and gender
diverse people.

That is, in an ideal version of alliance. No approach is perfect.
Umbrella or alliance, both are vulnerable to paternalism, conflict,
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Next Month: Alliance… Why and How
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Gossip
enhanced abs to grace the screen now that a sequel, 300: The
Battle of Artemisia, has been set up at Warner Bros. Like its
predecessor, this one’s based on a graphic novel by Frank
Miller, although the name was changed from Xerxes since that
title was no doubt judged too difficult to spell on Fandango.
Xerxes was played by Rodrigo Santoro in 300 – although there’s
no word yet as to whether or not he’ll reprise the role – and
this sequel will chronicle that character’s rise to near god-like
power. The studio was still nailing down a director at press
time, so don’t expect The Battle of Artemisia to break out until
2013 at the earliest.
Patiently waiting for Anna Paquin

 Cheyenne Jackson, photo by Karl Simone

Deep Inside Hollywood
Everything’s gone Green for Cheyenne Jackson

Anna Paquin’s career began with a bang when, for her first
film role in the powerfully moving drama, The Piano, she became
the second youngest person to receive an Academy Award. Now
all grown up, the married, bisexual co-star of the steamy HBO
series True Blood hasn’t lost her affinity for heavy-duty drama,
it’s just that what might be her next great role has been sitting
in the editing bay for over five years. It’s called Margaret and it’s
a serious film from director Kenneth Lonergan (You Can Count
On Me) about a teenager who believes she has been the cause
of a fatal car accident and how her determination to find the
truth causes damaging repercussions all around her. The film
also stars Matt Damon and Mark Ruffalo and was due to be in
theaters years ago, when Paquin was young enough to still play
a teenager. Hopefully the final edits are coming soon and the
currently tentative 2011 release date won’t roll into 2012.
Have no fear, Vanity Smurf is still here

By Romeo San Vicente
Lest you think Cheyenne Jackson was going to spend his
entire summer hiatus from 30 Rock waiting for the next crazy
statement to come out of Tracy Morgan’s mouth, the Broadway
star and Glee villain has a new indie drama making the gay
film festival rounds during these hot months. The Green tells
the story of a New York gay couple – schoolteacher Michael
(Jason Butler Harner) and chef Daniel (Jackson) – who relocate
to suburban Connecticut, only to discover how deeply the
friendship and “tolerance” of their neighbors run when Michael
is accused of inappropriate conduct with one of his students.
With a strong supporting cast that include Julia Ormond (as
Michael’s lesbian lawyer), Illeana Douglas, Karen Young, and
Bill Sage, The Green seems poised to pick up a distribution
deal following its run on the festival circuit, but you can take
comfort in knowing that you’re cooler than other people if you
see it at one of them first.

Right around the corner lies The Smurfs, the 3D extravaganza
that will finally transplant the little blue (and beloved-fordecades) cartoon creatures into the real human world, where
they’ll find adventure as well as new friends in Neil Patrick Harris
and Glee’s Jayma Mays. And gay adults with fond memories
of the self-absorbed character of “Vanity Smurf” might be
wondering what will become of that now-very-politicallyincorrect little guy. See, Vanity was a male Smurf with a flower
in his hat, narcissism in his soul and a distinctly gay aura.
And while he’s listed in the cast – to be voiced by The Daily
Show regular Jon Oliver – there’s no advance word on how the
character’s old-fashioned, stereotypical personality traits will
be dealt with in this latest Smurf tale. Safe bets are on the
studio toning down the coded negatives, but to really find out
how much you’ll just have to lay down your money put on those
3D glasses when August rolls around. Practice saying, “One for
The Smurfs, please,” with a straight face if you need to.
Romeo San Vicente is a fan of vanity in any form it takes.

It’s abs ahoy for 300: The Battle of Artemisia
Remember when Sarah Silverman hosted the MTV Movie
Awards and noted that the title 300 was the answer to the
question, “How gay is this movie on a scale from one to ten?”
Well, get ready for more sweaty Spartans and their digitally
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Lifestyle

Cocktail Chatter

“Who’s Barry Esai?”: The Vodka Tonic
by Ed Sikov
Kyle, Robbie, Phil Levine and some little wisp of a Thai twink
on Phil Levine’s lap were hot in conversation when I arrived
on Friday evening. As I walked in I thought I heard Phil Levine
say, “…Barry Esai a lot lately. Gets my juices flowin’ know what
I mean?”’ “(Something) Barry Esai?” Kyle asked, and Robbie
swatted him playfully on the shoulder. “(Something something)
at Top of the Harbor… that cute bartender with the nipple
ring… Barry Esai!”
“Who’s Barry Esai?” I asked. There was a split second of silence, and
then they all burst into humiliating laughter. “Barry Esai!” Phil Levine
sang out. “Oh that’s hysterical I’ve got to tell Martin!” He was already
speed dialing his cell phone. “It’s me get this Mr. Ed just walked in
remember that hunky bartender at Top of the Harbor yeah the one with
the pecs and that drink he made me yeah well Ed just asked
‘Who’s Barry Esai?!’” He laughed himself into a coughing jag. “Call
me later,” he gasped. “I want to try out my new gel dong on you heh heh
heh in fact come over now but this time use the Fleet before you leave”
and hung up. “Barry Esai!” he boomed and had another coughing fit.
The poor Thai kid pouted as he shook violently on Phil Levine’s muscled
thighs.
I felt my face get hot. I know I’m hard of hearing and sometimes get
things wrong, but this was out of control. “The bartender’s name is Barry
Esai? What’s so funny about that?” This produced a whole new round
of hilarity.
Kyle came to my rescue. “It’s not the bartender’s name, Ed. It’s an
Absolut flavor – Berri Acai.” I must have looked as confused as I felt,
because Robbie chimed in, “Berri – like in blueberry – and Acai, that
rain forest whatever. That whippin’ hot bartender at Top of the Harbor
was making something real good out of it a couple weeks ago. I don’t
remember what was in it but it was great.” Just as I stopped feeling like
the world’s stupidest primate, he exclaimed, “Barry Esai! Oh man.”
I stomped off to my room. I don’t handle these situations well. Yes, I
need hearing aids – yet another step in the demoralizing deterioration of
the human body that makes helpless fools of us for most of our lives and
ends in the grave. I looked at myself in the mirror and deliberately pulled
my T-shirt up so I could wallow in my shame. I stared for at least half a
minute and felt my mood sinking further into the quicksand.
“Snap out of it, Belly Boy,” I finally said out loud and let my shirt fall
back down. “Go back to the harbor and buy some Barry Esai.” Halfway
there I even started singing: “I feel fatty and ratty and tatty – but I’m
going to buy me a big peppermint patty – I’m alive! I’m alive! I’m alive!”

The Vodka Tonic
2 oz Absolut Berri Acai or any flavor you’d like, or plain but
premium vodka

war against our rampant poison ivy, I was thoroughly relaxed. (I patrol
the place with Round-Up and spit “Die, mother****er, die!” with every
satisfying spray).
The front gate opened and in strolled Jack Fogg and Sammy and Dan,
who had left work early to surprise me. Surprise doesn’t describe the
electric-chair jolt I felt. As you may recall – I sure did – I’d plowed Jack
Fogg the last time he was out, and I hadn’t seen him since. Now I had
a sudden bad-trip rush. So many questions! Did Sammy know? Would
Dan find out? Might it happen again? Could Jack Fogg and I talk our
partners into a four-way? Did Jack Fogg remember how he moaned? I
held the Round-Up in front of my jeans.
I hadn’t seen the point of telling Dan about my new familiarity
with Jack’s ass. What good would it do? It would just make him sad.
Moreover, it wouldn’t help me get any more of Jack’s ass. And how was
I supposed to phrase it? “Hey Dan? We’re out of mayo, your Amex bill
came, and oh – I forgot to tell you – I screwed Jack Fogg”?
Let promiscuous partners lie – that’s my motto. So lie I did. But it
simply didn’t register with me that we’d all be spending a sweltering
Fourth of July together. Dan and I would be shirtless in our shorts all
day while Jack Fogg would be showing off his fine pecs in Madras trunks
and Sammy would be displaying his prize-winning beefsteak in Speedos.
The sweat! The testosterone!
While prepping dinner, I squeezed past Jack between the kitchen
island and the sink as Jack was fixing his first Madras. My front met his
backside and greeted it as an old friend. “Did you tell him?” I asked in a
low voice. “Of course!” he replied. “That was the whole point!”
I shrank. “You mean you were just getting back at Sammy for his
Chicken Vindaloo?” (Jack had caught him in bed with a young Indian
delivery boy.) Jack turned around and pressed me against the counter
with his hairy stomach. “No, hot stuff,” he whispered. “But there’s
nothing like a vengeance screw. I always tell Sammy and he always
makes me pay for it. Everybody gets something, especially me.”
Yeah, everybody but Dan. What would I do about Dan? I spent the
weekend worrying and ended up doing nothing but choosing as le
cocktail du weekend a little joke only I understood. Sammy with his
Vindaloo, WASPy Jack, and two New York Jews, one of whom had a big,
hot secret. How terribly cosmopolitan.

The Cosmopolitan
2 parts Absolut Citron
½ part Triple Sec
1 part cranberry Juice
Splash of lime juice
Pour ingredients into an ice-filled shaker. Shake and pour into
a cocktail glass. Perch a thin orange slice on the edge of the glass.

Tonic water
Fill a tumbler with ice, add the vodka and pour in tonic to taste.
Canada Dry and Schweppes each make good tonics, but there’s a
new guy on the block – an upscale brand called Q. Perfectly named,
it’s also extraordinarily good. Agave, no sugar; authentic quinine, no
artificial flavors. We’re here, drink Queer – get juiced with it.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2350

View Bonus Pics/Videos • Share with a Friend • Post Comments

Repercussions: The Cosmopolitan
Before leaving for the July long weekend, I had to sit through an
afternoon luncheon during which a jackass honoree turned a simple
thank you into an interminable Castro-like State of the Planet allocution
out from which I finally sneaked. I had to race for the train to Sayville,
but by the time the ferry docked at the Pines harbor, the tensions of
the city had receded. By dusk, when I finished my weekly Killing Fields
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Event

Dyke March Takes to the Streets
Queer women show Calgary what they’re made of
By Janine Eva Trotta
Though last year’s inaugural Dyke March will be hard to beat,
coordinator Brianne Langille boasts a full line-up of activity
and buzz, slated to hit the Century Gardens on Saturday,
September 3rd.
This year’s march will start at noon in Shaw Millennium Park, travel
down Stephen Avenue and climax in the Gardens with a “musical
celebration of Dyke identity” featuring live shows as well as a variety of
spoken word performances.
“I think we’re just seeing the tip of the iceberg as far as talent from
queer women in this city,” says Langille, warmly referred to as the Dyke
in charge by her cohorts. “…this year, you’re going to see a lot of diversity
and a lot of passion.”
A rumour has also circulated that ”a woman who has been in the
news a lot lately” might be making an appearance.
Last year’s march saw a grand total of 200 dykes and allies come out
for the event. This year Langille hopes to see many more.
“Our goal is to provide a space that any queer female, trans inclusive,
can feel safe and proud to be themselves and bring their family and
friends,” she says.
A year and a half ago it dawned on Langille that Calgary was ready
for a Dyke March – an annual event that would showcase artists and
activists from all backgrounds, abilities and nations. And so the event,
based on visibility, community, and respect, was born. It sent a message
to all dykes everywhere: you are not alone. You have a space. Here is a

march in which you may be visible in that space and loudly demand the
respect you deserve every single day.
The Dyke March is not a parade, but a demonstration. In addition to
celebrating queer women, the event seeks to demonstrate against the
discrimination, harassment and homophobia that queer women face.
The march is inclusive of women of all ages, those questioning gender
constructs and those who are gender fluid.
The members composing the Dyke March committee itself speak to
this desire for diversity, inclusion and representation of sexual and
gender minority within the event. Of the four ladies, Langille, the event’s
catalyst, is a trans dyke while another committee member is bisexual.
Unfortunately, as far as representing of ethnic minorities, Langille is
sad to says she has yet to receive feedback. “We would love to hear how
we can make this event more inclusive and welcoming to every queer
woman and ally out there!” she states.
This year’s march will be entirely funded by the community, thanks to
the huge success of this past May fundraiser, and funds remaining from
last year’s fundraising efforts.
“Our mandate is to focus on the equality, visibility, and respect for
queer women in this city,” Langille says. “We feel the best way to do
this is by empowering the community to fund this event and avoiding
corporate sponsorship.”
Following last year’s March, Langille was inundated with touching
words from the community.
“During the Pride Parade I had people, including community leaders,
coming to me and thanking me for bringing this important event to
Calgary,” she describes. “It touched my heart in ways I didn’t think
possible.”
Resounding media response was another accolade for which the
event is proud to have brandished.
“I think a lot of the media attention was [received] because it was
a first for Calgary and that we were using such a controversial word,”
Langille explains. “I’m sure it was the first time a lot of Calgarians heard
the word dyke used in a positive way.”
If you are interested in coming out and helping or supporting the Dyke
March this September, you will be more than welcome. Langille says
the event can always use more volunteers. Marshals and security will
be required for the musical performances, and sign makers are needed
prior to the March starting. Interested sign makers are asked to meet
at Shaw Millennium Park half an hour prior to the noon hour walk-off.
The Dyke March committee also welcomes growth.
“Right now we only have four committee members. I think it would be
awesome to have a couple more committee members for next year so we
can continually improve and grow the March!” says Langille.

Calgary Dyke March
Sat, Sept 3
Shaw Millennium Park to Century Gardens
info@calgarydykemarch.com
www.calgarydykemarch.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2351
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News
a way, these ten finalists helped change the contest into something beyond
what everyone was expecting, Buzz told me. “We used the term breast
augmentation...but we opened it up to people who wanted a reduction, who
wanted a lift, who wanted a tuck. It was $10,000 to give to a surgeon to
have something done to your chest.” As it turned out, many women had very
compelling reasons to enter this contest.
Since our society is still somewhat nervous when it comes to discussing
female body health issues, many don’t realize numerous women may have
serious reasons to seek surgical solutions. Because of illness, or injury,
or genetics, or changes in lifestyle, they may cause them to develop overly
gigantic, overly tiny, or even lopsided breasts. There were some women who
suffered traumatic illnesses in their youth and consequently that part of their
body was either scarred or didn’t develop normally. In one situation, one of
the three finalists was a J cup originally. She went on a diet and lost weight
yet still was a double F and wanted a reduction.
“There was a variety of circumstances. I’m sure a lot of people who were
criticizing [the contest] thought it was going to be a bit of a...Bar Star thing,”
Buzz said. On the contrary, AMP wanted women who had reasonable
expectations and who wanted the operation for the right reasons.
Critics, of course, rushed to label this as something sexist. Yet Buzz
challenged those people to actually look at the contestants: “...the people
we brought forward – our ten – were articulate, positive, brave...I don’t think
there was ANYTHING bimbo-ish, dumb, shallow, vain...I think they all came
from organic places.” These were people who thought about it for five to 10
years AND were willing to go public about a very private health matter.
Buzz’s opinion is that breast enhancement does have a bit of a stigma
attached to it (even though it is an expensive voluntary surgery women are
lining up for). “It’s kind of become this Voldemort – the thing we don’t talk
about.” Many people, Buzz continued, are outraged to hear when mentioned
that media figures undergo the surgery, clamouring that it’s wrong.
Much to their surprise, the radio station welcomed intelligent, articulate
debate. Unfortunately, despite the invitations Buzz made to openly discuss
the issue, no one would come on the air to talk about it. They were content to
write a letter from a computer, or spray-paint graffiti in the dark of night on
the station’s front entrance.
Apparently critics felt, no matter what, the contest was demeaning, sexist
and misogynist. Never mind that AMP Radio’s promotions person (a woman)
and station manager (also a woman) both promoted and signed off on it.
Never mind that it was a transgender woman who eventually won...and by
a landslide.
 Avery Mitchell

Transgender Woman
Challenges Radio
Contest Expectations
By Evan Kayne
When Calgary’s AMP 90.3 Radio announced their “Breast
Summer Ever” contest in June, the media response and outrage
was predictable. What wasn’t predictable was the end result:
That Avery Mitchell, a transgender woman, had won.
Buzz Bishop, the DJ at AMP Radio who announced the winner on July
20th, did admit at first glance that the whole contest seemed sensational.
When you give away breast implants, people immediately think of the sexy
cheesecake image. Some of the initial media coverage of the contest even ran
with images of Pamela Anderson and Dolly Parton.
Buzz was one of the contest’s most vocal defenders, telling us “...radio
stations all the time give away luxurious make-a-wish sort of prizes...so this
is just another one of those, I can NEVER afford to do that, but someone’s
going to give me a chance to do it, sort of prize....it’s not for everyone – and we
will admit that – but we did get 600 entries.”
AMP then chose ten finalists who recorded a video explaining their
situation, and from this group the public could vote for their favourite. In

32

GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine #94, August 2011

Speaking of which, this was the biggest surprise coming out of this contest,
especially since it happened in Alberta. This is a province that is traditionally
portrayed as “Texas North”.
“People paint us that way,” Buzz said, “...but when you look at who the
mayor of Calgary is, and the changes he’s going to make, and the attitude Mr.
Nenshi has, I think Calgary’s a little bit different at its heart. We’re a vibrant
and diverse community.”
That being said, Buzz believes there were a lot of people in the transgender
community in Calgary, and internationally, along with their supporters, who
may have tilted things in Avery’s favour. Especially since her story was picked
up by LGTBQ blogs and social media: “her support was more global and
widespread.”
Certainly the financial support Avery received from winning the contest
will help. She’s a little over 6 months along in the process of transitioning,
and when I spoke with her, she was still a bit surprised by her win.
In case you forgot, in 2009, the provincial Tories decided any new
applicants for gender reassignment surgery will not be covered by healthcare.
This left people like Avery covering the very steep costs all on their own. Avery
has not figured out the full price of all procedures, but she did give us a
ballpark rundown: “I pay around $100 a month for hormones...trachea shave
– get your Adam’s Apple taken off is $2000, facial feminization is $6000, I
believe the full genital reconstruction is around...I think $20,000.”
Which is why, on one level, Avery knew she had to go public – information
about the struggles transgender folk face had to get out there. She never had
a second thought about entering the contest: “During the whole thing I didn’t
feel like stepping back...I believed in it so much. I knew how much it would
help me so I didn’t feel any fear towards any of that.”
Though, as Buzz mentions, it helped that she had support and a positive
reception for entering the contest. Her family, who had reservations at first,
have come around to support her. Attendees at a transgender support
group to which she belongs voted for her. And as a transgender woman, she
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garnered a lot of support internationally. “I wouldn’t have won if it wasn’t for
all those people. The word just spread out across the internet.”
While it is fair to say that both family, friends and international support
helped her win, you could say our society’s changing attitudes may have also
swung votes her way. Consider the target audience of AMP radio: younger
Calgarians. This demographic probably voted for Mayor Nenshi en masse.
They grew up watching Will and Grace. They saw activists struggle for equal
rights for LGTBQ people. For them, it was the right thing to do.
What made it even more beneficial was the fact that it got people to talk
about transgender issues, Avery noted. “I’ve been contacted by the parents
of transgendered [individuals]....I received a couple of emails from people
saying thank you for getting that information out there.” Especially since
these children get harassed a lot as they are going through school - “everyone
around them has no idea what they’re going through or why they look like
they do.”
Times are changing. The mainstream media gave her a positive reception
in interviews after she was announced as the winner. The only small bump,
as she tells us, is that people may not know the right gender terminology to
use because there isn’t the education out there in the general public. “A lot of
media...they’re just kind of learning about it. I try not to get too stuck up on
it...it’s new to a lot of people.”
It may be new to a lot of people in the mainstream community; however
it’s not new to our own community. Avery and GayCalgary and Edmonton
Magazine do want to stress to our readers: if you think gender reassignment
surgery should again be covered by Alberta Health, then take the time to
contact your MLA and insist it should be re-listed.
The public has voted in support of one transgender person. Perhaps we’re
ready to vote in support of ALL of them.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2352
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Community

Calgary Pride: Past,
Present, and Future
By Carey Rutherford and Rob Diaz-Marino
With Calgary Pride only a month away, we caught up with
President, Sam Casselman, while she was out of town on a
special mission.
“This weekend we actually went to [Vancouver Pride] as Pride
Calgary and marched in the parade. We had a big Pride Calgary
banner, and stickers for everybody, trying to get some people from
Vancouver to come out to Calgary and create awareness about
Calgary’s Pride.”
Visiting the larger Pride event was certainly an eye opener, and
has gotten the wheels turning on ideas for the future.
“There’s lots of little things that they do there that we would like
to have in Calgary, but we don’t have the numbers, so that’s kind
of our main goal: to figure a way to increase the attendance, and all
the rest will come.”
In fact, Casselman says the Vancouver Pride Board has been
very supportive of Calgary’s Pride Board as they strive toward
growing and improving.
“They’re really good with helping us grow and do new things
throughout the course of the year. If we have questions…they’ll
send us information about how they work it there, and maybe we
can adapt it to what we’re trying to do here, instead of simply trying
to figure it out for ourselves. All the Prides around Canada kind of
help each other, so it’s really good like that.”
She reflected on how far Calgary’s Pride celebrations have come,
even just in the time period that she has been involved.
“I think [Calgary] Pride in 2008 was at about 2,000, and in one
year [to 2009] it went to 10,000 people and Pride last year, and we
used to have parades that went for 15 minutes, and last year it
went for 45 or 48 minutes. So just in the last few years we’ve seen
it grow by leaps and bounds, and I think we’re going to have our
biggest year ever.”
She also reflected on the decision several years back to move
Calgary Pride to September, instead of continuing to hold it in June.
“We did a lot of research before we decided to change the date to
the September long weekend. There’s only a 1 in 10 chance that it
will rain on that long weekend, whereas it was 6 in 10 for the June
weekend [that we used to have]. Also, it doesn’t conflict with any
other major festivals going on in Calgary, and it doesn’t conflict
with any other major Pride happening in any cities near Calgary.
34
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We thought that moving it to the long weekend would encourage
more visitors to come from out of town and help us celebrate Pride
in Calgary.”
This year marks another big change.
“The location’s changed from Olympic Plaza to Shaw Millennium
Park, which is awesome. It’s a much bigger space, and it’s just
going to logistically work out a lot better. So the Parade this year
will start at Olympic Plaza and go in the reverse direction, and head
west along 8th Avenue to Shaw Millennium Park, where the street
festival will happen. That’s kind of a big thing!”
“Also, we’re having the Pride Dance on the Friday night instead of
the Saturday night. As a Pride participant, I would go to the dance
the night before, be out partying all night, and then always be late
and miss the parade the next day because I was sleeping still.”
Sam also mentions, as a Board member who has to stay and
clean up after the dance until 5 in the morning, starting the parade
day around 8 means basically a sleepless night for the organizers.
“So we thought having the dance the Friday night, having some
other events on the Saturday, and then the Sunday we would have
the parade and street festival, it might just break it up a little bit.”
This year, the board is paying special attention to the Trans
community in the theme of the celebrations.
“I’ve found in the past within the community, the trans
community often get left out. Pride events usually are either gay or
lesbian focused, and Pride Calgary does try to be very inclusive and
welcoming: we want to be that kind of organization. So we thought
that this year we would try to highlight the ‘T’ [in LGBTQ].”
She humbly announced that The Clicks, a big-name band on the
Canadian LGBT scene, will be playing the Friday night.
“So the front man [of the Clicks]…he’s a trans man, so he’s pretty
much into the trans community and movement, so that’s really
cool. And we have a member of the trans community on our Board
of Directors who is our liaison and outreach person within the trans
community.”
Sam also mentions the trans film screening on the Saturday in
conjunction with Fairy Tales, and then a panel discussion including
the Clicks frontman, Lucas, and other members of the community.
“Our Mission Vision and Values within Pride Calgary talks a lot
about us being inclusive and diverse and all of those things, and so
for me it was just about looking at all those different groups. Pride’s
not just about a big huge party: there are other things going on
here. And even people with disabilities within the community often
find it hard to get out to events, so we’re trying to find venues that
are accessible.”
Looking toward the future, Sam has some ideas about how she
wants to see Pride Calgary improve.
“I think what Pride Calgary needs the very most right now, and
what we need the most in order to be able to grow a lot is a paid
staff member. Everybody on the Pride Board is a volunteer, and
most Pride organizations, including Edmonton, have paid staff. …
We get a lot of phone calls during the daytime from people who
have questions about this and that, and because we don’t have
an office person, those calls get returned a day or two later.
It would be helpful to have someone there, everyday, to deal
with that, and applying for funding and finding grants. So if
there are any professional grant writers who want to call and
volunteer their time, we could really use that! That would be
awesome.”

Calgary Pride
September 2nd - 4th
www.pridecalgary.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2353
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Interview

Adrienne Barbeau:
Still Amazing
By Evan Kayne
An industry veteran with over 40 years of experience in theatre,
television and screen, Adrienne Barbeau was in attendance at
the 2011 Calgary Comic and Entertainment Expo. Like several
actors at the Expo, she’s known for one or two main roles (Carol
Traynor on Maude, DJ Stevie Wayne from The Fog, Marcie from
Cannonball Run) yet she has played many different roles on TV
shows like Star Trek: Deep Space 9, Carnivàle, Babylon 5, The
Drew Carey Show and in movies like Escape from New York,
Creepshow and Swamp Thing.
However, many people remember her as a sex symbol, which
she finds a little baffling. “...If you look at my body of work,
I never did play a sex symbol – certainly Maude wasn’t, or
The Fog, or ...Escape”. In her autobiography, There Are Worse
Things I Could Do, she stated about working on Maude: “What I
didn’t know is that when I said [my lines] I was usually walking
down a flight of stairs and no one was even listening to me.
They were just watching my breasts precede me.”
Despite this, Adrienne told me she doesn’t feel like she has
been chosen for roles because of her twin assets. Even in
Maude they didn’t cast her for that, she explained: They cast
her because they saw someone who could stand up to Bea’s
character, be funny without being abrasive, and have a different
approach to comedy than Bea Arthur.
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Adrienne did concede that in her experience, many actors do
carry parts of their own persona into their roles. If you try to
cast them for something too different, it may simply not work.
She told me she once got offered a character role of “...an older
lady, a mom, you just knew she had white hair she dyed every
week, and she served cookies, and she called everybody dear
and honey, and I said to the casting director, I can do this, but
I don’t think it’s going to be what you want...I’m going to have a
little more bite. I wouldn’t have been as good as somebody who
IS that character.”
As someone who has had decades of experience, Adrienne
has seen movies that she acted in, remade for today’s audience,
to which she’s a bit ambivalent. “If they remake it and remake it
well, I’m all for it. What I hear is that too often they are remaking
them because they think they can make a dollar, and maybe
because they’re afraid to take a chance on something [that
hasn’t been seen before].” We discussed movies she saw and
enjoyed from the 1950s that she would love to see reintroduced
and remade for a new generation, for the fact that they were
good stories.
Besides the roles on TV, movies, theatre or even animation,
Adrienne is also a novelist, having written an autobiography
and two fiction novels: Vampyres of Hollywood and Love Bites.
Her Vampyres universe features a “scream queen” who owns a
small film studio in Hollywood, as one of the main characters.
She was the writer and star of several blockbuster horror films,
not to mention she’s a 450 year old vampire and leader of the
Vampyres of Hollywood at that. The clan includes the likes
of Orson Welles, Mary Pickford, Charlie Chaplin, and Rudy
Valentino.
In Vampyres of Hollywood, someone is killing members of her
clan, so she has to join forces with a Beverly Hills detective who
doesn’t realize she’s a vampire.
In the sequel (which can be read as a standalone novel),
Love Bites, the vampire’s relationship with the detective takes a
more intimate turn and her personal assistant...isn’t too happy
about it. Throw into the mix, murder attempts on the vampire
and the detective. Adrienne described it as just a fun vampire
mystery love story, and an entertaining series of books. Several
readers on Amazon.com seem to agree.
Of course, saving the best for last, I did ask her about her
experiences with Bea Arthur; and of the late actress, Adrienne
had nothing but praise. “[Bea] was incredibly professional...
because Maude was my first television show, I had nothing
to compare it to. All of us in Maude came from the New York
theatre, so we all had the same approach to doing the work.
It wasn’t until years later when I started doing other series...I
realized how lucky we were to be working with Bea because she
was the penultimate professional. She was so giving as an actor
and often times when we would be doing a read-through, Bea
would be the one who would say, you know, this line might be
funnier if Adrienne said it, or Conrad said it. She was extremely
giving, the first one to jump up from the table and welcome
a guest artist. You don’t find that in today’s rehearsal room,
oftentimes.”
As someone who grew up through the 70s and the 80s, I
share in longing for that sort of attitude, which is why I think
many fans love seeing these veteran actors playing main roles
in TV shows or in movies. We often see too much of the onscreen and off-screen antics of young actors, while the older
actors get relegated to parental or support roles. But some of us
crave the gravitas that veteran performers bring to their work.
So here’s to seeing more of the amazing skills of actors like
Adrienne Barbeau, Betty White, or Edward James Olmos – and
not just the interchangeable younger actors that outnumber
them a thousand to one.
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Letters
Dear GayCalgary,
Are we always to be out of sight and out of mind? Some days (most
days) that is how I feel I am living. In 1989, I was diagnosed with
arthritis and muscular dystrophy, painful and debilitating diseases that
finally required my confinement to a wheelchair in 2004. Another aspect
of my life is that I am gay. I felt enormous pressure to live as a straight
man and have a family; I did not come out publically until 1997 when I
was 38 years old.
When I came out, I felt the need to leave my past life behind and regain
my sense of self. In doing so, I lost a large portion of my former life. Like
many, I struggled with the spiritual, psychological, and physical aspects
of being gay in a small Alberta community. I did well for many years,
maintaining good friends and support, but as I became physically worse
over the years, I had to move into a long term care facility where I now
reside. Despite the fact that I am confined to a wheelchair, I still fight to
maintain some sense of dignity and self-respect.
Adapting to life in an extended care facility is difficult for everyone,
but gays face even more challenging problems - just the lack of privacy,
loss of control, restrictions on activities, and financial burdens. The
most devastating aspect of life here is the sense of isolation from my
community.
What I enjoyed most when I lived independently was cooking
dinners and entertaining friends in my home. I cannot do that in this
environment. Although many of my friends will meet me in restaurants,
they are often very reluctant to visit me at the extended care facility. My
physical condition and limitations frequently make it difficult for me to
plan outings, and this increases my sense of isolation. Does this mean
that I don’t want company? Of course not, this is when I need it the
most.
Sometime I need my friends to come to me. Sometimes I need that
the compassion, loving and support that my friends provide so that
I can give it back to them when I am better. There are many in our
community who have fallen ill due to sickness, whether brought on by
our own carelessness or by nature itself. Is it our fault? Sometimes, but
does that mean we are less deserving of the love and compassion of our
friends and family?
Many of us are lucky enough to remain healthy our whole lives, but a
few of us get tucked away in senior or long term care facilities. I think
that one of the reasons that people are afraid to visit facilities is that it
reminds them of their own vulnerability and mortality, but by visiting
their less fortunate friend, they can relieve the sense of isolation, loss of
emotional attachment and lack of physical contact. Are we always to be
out of sight and out of mind?
-Dave Kopp
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Gay Travel

A Gay Ol’ Time in the South of France

 Historic castle of Carcassonne - south of France

By Davey Wavey
I just got back from a week-long Pilates adventure in the
south of France, and I have only one word: Wow.
Admittedly, I was a bit skeptical about the trip. For one, it
was a group trip with planned day excursions—something I’ve
never done. Second, as someone who enjoys warm, friendly
people, I was put off by the reputation of rudeness that the
38
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French people seemed to have earned. Third, the trip was gay—
and the idea of being surrounded by a group of gay men for a
week was nothing short of overwhelming.
In my mind, group trips were to travel what McDonald’s is
to food. Everything seemed packaged, processed and lacking
flavor. I was wrong; traveling with friends-to-be enhanced the
trip several-fold. As someone who has only traveled alone, I
quickly realized that group trips are safe, easier and free from
www.gaycalgary.com

 A Vineyard in Southern France

logistics. All the work was done for us. We’d start each day with
a Pilates class and the hop of the van for the day’s adventures.
There was no thinking, planning or fretting over maps. It was
all the fun of traveling without the stresses and tensions.
When it comes to rudeness, the reputation of the French
people precedes them. I anticipated upturned noses and wellhoned attitudes, but found only warm, loving and hospitable
people. In fact, shopkeepers, waiters and residents alike were all
genuine and friendly. After buying some cheese, a storeowner
gave us some free samples of her Parmesan frits for the car ride
home. Another, a complimentary bottle of wine to serve with
dinner. Maybe it’s different in Paris—but the south of France is
teeming in good energy and loving people. I couldn’t help but
think that some sort of cosmic karma was at work; if you are
warm and friendly, people will tend to mirror that back to you.
Maybe a smile really can go a mile.
Not only was the trip a group experience, but it was also gay.
Very gay. The trip was organized by a husband-husband team
and all the vacationers were gay men. That’s a lot of gay, and
the idea of being surrounded by so much gayness seemed a
bit overwhelming—but my hesitation proved to be unfounded.
The organizers were incredible and each of the vacationers
brought something amazing to the experience. We bonded
over our gayness, and it was insightful and empowering to
hear the stories of our varied experiences and across different
generations. We made something of a community within a
community, and I’ll cherish the connections we forged.
The moral of the story is pretty-straight forward: Challenge
yourself, what you believe and what you’ve been told. Despite
the concerns of myself or others, my Pilates adventure in the
south of France proved to be one of the best vacations of my
life. If you’ve never taken a gay group trip, do it. And if you’re
looking for a place to visit, I hear that the French people are
very friendly.
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Photography
ISCWR Royal Toga Party at the Junction - Edmonton (Photos by B&J)
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D.W Fashion Show Fundraiser at Club Sapien - Calgary
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ISCCA Drag H20 at the Backlot - Calgary

Summer Heat Party at Flash - Edmonton (Photos by B&J)
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Event

 Empress 35 Dee Luv (left) and Emperor 35 LJ Steele (right)

Coronation 36

An Interview with the Outgoing Emperor
By Carey Rutherford
After talking with LJ Steele, the 35th Elected Emperor of the
Imperial and Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose (ISCWR), and
learning about the significant amount of community work that
he does on behalf of the organization, it’s no wonder he signs
his emails with nearly 20 titles. Personally, my favourite is
“the Club Car Bartender On The North Line Of The Hot Mess
Express.” Perhaps that’s because I can relate more to that
than other ones like “Personal Puppy Prince of Leather.” But,
don’t pre-judge my naiveté, the Emperor doesn’t. He leads me
through this by the hand, as it were.
As many of us already know, the ISCWR is a non-profit social
association that fundraises for charities and other organizations that
serve the LGBT community of Edmonton. They are the organization
behind many of the drag shows and drag-related events held year
round in Edmonton.
The Court system is based on the Czarist Russian model, with
an Upper House of Emperor/Empress, Prince/Princess, Duke/
Duchess, and then a Lower House of Lords, Ladies, and Knights.
LJ began his involvement with the ISCWR only 7 years ago. He
explained to me that each year, each Imperial Court Chapter chooses
their charities. Usually there are one or two recurring charities for
the organization, and then the Emperor and Empress each choose
one that is a “dear cause to their own hearts.”
“This year the Court has four charities, one of which is Camp
fYrefly, which is the leadership [camp] for GLBT youth in Alberta…
Our second charity is a bursary fund for continuing GLBT education:
the John M. Kerr Bursary Fund…”
“Our empress has chosen [a Prostate Cancer foundation] as her
charity, and I…” He pauses thoughtfully. “Two years ago I attended
a Coronation in Omaha, Nebraska. They have a camp there for
families affected by HIV, and I got so inspired that I looked into that
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when I came back to Edmonton. I found there were only two of those
camps within Canada: one in BC, and one in Ontario.”
So he worked to formulate a partnership between Alberta Health
Services, HIV Edmonton, and the Imperial Sovereign Court of the
Wild Rose. “Millicent’s Red Diamond Retreat” was born, named
for the rarest of the famous gem, and the first ISCWR Empress of
Edmonton. It’s a place for children and their families, affected by
HIV, to share experience and to relate to others facing the same
health and social challenges.
But a Social Association like the ISCWR isn’t all about work.
“There are two aspects to fun within our organization,” LJ says in
a less officious manner. “The first is having fun in our community
alone. Whether we have a toga party, such as we just had this past
weekend, or going out to the Team Edmonton mixer and donating
silent auction items for their fundraising; socializing, having a few
cocktails, doing a show for an organization like Edmonton’s Queer
Prom . . . doing a show and having some beers and games afterwards
. . . we try and do that with all the organizations of our community.
Nothing’s more fun than a drag queen coming out, is there?”
He continues, “I will go to another city that’s having a Coronation
fundraising event representing Edmonton, to support that city,
fundraise for them, and have a great social experience. So this year,
between my Empress and I, we’ve attended at least 18 Coronations:
everything from Anchorage, Alaska to San Antonio, Texas, and from
Halifax to Vancouver and Tacoma, Washington.”
“And, all the travel is out of our own pockets. You can spend as
much as you want being an Emperor, travelling to different cities, or
spend as little as you want and focus more at home.”
For anyone who has the aspiration of becoming an Emperor or
Empress one day, it’s never too let to get involved. It’s hard work,
but the rewards abound.

ISCWR Coronation 36
Sat, Aug 27, 5pm
www.iscwr.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a2358
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Interview

 Matt Frewer

Matt Frewer

The “headroom” to pursue quirky roles
By Evan Kayne
Remembered mostly for his part as 1980s icon “Max Headroom”,
actor Matt Frewer has kept himself busy in the years since,
showing up in shows like Eureka!, Supernatural , and on the
big screen in Zac Snyder’s adaptation of The Watchmen . Born
in the States, he has dual citizenship, but lives in Canada and
does a lot of work out of Vancouver.
In Calgary for of the Comic and Entertainment expo this
past June, he told us he really does enjoy going to expos
and conventions: “It’s great, because it does allow you to
come in closer contact with the people that are watching.
And you don’t feel as if you are working in isolation. And
that’s a great thing...I think sci-fi fans are certainly the
most rabid and passionate of all the genres, and I love to
see it. The costumes, the care that they take in it, just how
interested they are in it....”
His CV lists some impressive roles and parts, but Matt
is always amazed how many people remember him in small
roles that he has almost forgotten: “I’ve been doing this for
35 years and you see jobs reflected back on you throughout
the ages [of fans]. So it gives you more of a sense of your
career as a whole...which can be a scary thing.” Yet on the
whole, seeing such support, and seeing people following his
career is wonderful and amazing to him.
He finds these small roles appealing, and it shows in
his choices over the years. “I’ve always wanted to do lots
of different interesting things...I always felt that the idea
is when you’re on your deathbed, you’re able to say that
you’ve done lots of different interesting things rather than
you have a more expensive lining to your coffin.”
Even though Matt was born in the States, he does prefer
working in Canada: “...up here there’s not as much of a ‘star’
system, which is a healthy thing...there’s more akin to the
British approach.” That is, there is movement for an actor to
go between different medias (i.e. TV, screen, commercials,
stage, animation, etc.). In Canada and the UK, no one cares,
but Matt does find in the USA, the walls haven’t yet come
down as much.
Of course, the roles he is primarily remembered for are
Max Headroom and his alter-ego Edison Carter. Reflecting
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 Max Headroom

on the TV series Max Headroom, he says “...as quickly as it
arrived, it was pulled off the air. It was a short sharp shock.”
Which he attributes to the fact of biting the hand that feeds,
“making fun of the networks. They don’t like that.”
However, when asked about the proliferation of cable
channels now, if Max Headroom was made, would it take
off? He thinks it would. In fact, “there is a move afoot to
bring it back...it’s been caught up in a legal maze. If there
was something really good that would justify the comeback
I would do it.” Matt doesn’t want it to be a cash grab, but
he does admit doing it now would be interesting...especially
for the fact that “Max” could be done with computers rather
than plastic prosthesis.
But besides Max, it would be interesting to see the
evolution of Edison Carter – how he’d react to the 24 hour
news cycle: “I think he’d adapt pretty well. I think he would
view the Internet as a tool to do good, but what we’ve all
found is that it’s a tool that can be turned against you as
well. It would make a comeback for the character pretty
valid.”
The other problem would be that he wouldn’t be able to
do as many of the odd roles he’s done over the years. Those
who saw him as “Pestilence” in Supernatural or his role of
Taggart in Eureka! may argue that it would be better to see
him continue to fill these quirky roles rather than go back
to Max. After interviewing him and seeing him interact with
the audience at his panel during the Expo, I think I can say
whatever roles Matt Frewer gets in the future, we’d all love
to see more of him.
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Beyoncé: ‘4’ The Gays

In this gay press exclusive, Queen Bey talks gay fans, loving Lady Gaga and remaking ‘A Star Is Born’
 Photos by Greg Gex (above) and Tony Duran (next page)

By Chris Azzopardi
If there’s any girl who runs the world, it’s Beyoncé. The reigning diva – she’s called Queen Bey
for a reason, people – is one of the biggest and best voices behind a long run of hits dating back
to the late ’90s, when she was part of supreme girl-group Destiny’s Child.
Years later, Beyoncé still demonstrates just how irreplaceable she is as a solo artist, having released four
albums – and dedicating her latest one, 4, to that milestone – with some of the most memorable and gaycelebrated singles in pop music history. Not every artist can say they’ve had a gay boy lead a football team
to glory by performing “Single Ladies,” as seen on Glee. And not every artist can say they have 16 Grammy
Awards, making her one of the most honored artists in Grammy history. But that’s Queen Bey, who’s also
assembled a gaggle of gay fans who are – you guessed it – crazy in love with her.
In this exclusive chat with Beyoncé, her first gay press interview since 2006, the singer/actress/glamourgirl spoke about how the fierceness of her gay fans inspires her, the intimidation she’s feeling following in
the footsteps of Judy and Barbra for her upcoming role in A Star Is Born, and what she really meant by the
“girls” who run the world.

GC&E: I know, according to you, the girls run the world – but what do you think about the girls and the
gays teaming up and running the world together?
B: Well, that’s what I meant when I said girls. (Laughs)
GC&E: Sure – we could all be one.
B: Yes, exactly! We are all one.

www.gaycalgary.com
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GC&E: Do you know enough gay people so that we could successfully
pull this off and take over the world?
B: Absolutely. I think it’s happening already. I remember my friends
were telling me when the song “Run the World (Girls)” first came out in
the clubs the kids were going crazy, and I thought it was so wonderful
and I was so excited to know that the reception was so positive.
GC&E: You don’t do a lot of gay press, but you have to know that you
have a huge gay following.
B: Yes, I do.
GC&E: When did you feel a real connection with your gay fans?
B: I’ve always had a connection. Most of my audience is actually

women and my gay fans, and I’ve seen a lot of the younger boys kind of
grow up to my music. It’s great when I’m able to do the meet-and-greets,
because I’m able to really connect and have conversations. People look at
some of the artists that I admire – like Diana Ross and Cher – and they
identity that glamour with Sasha Fierce, and I’ve been really inspired by
the language. I have my (gay) stylists and my makeup artist, and all of
their stories and the slang words I always put it in my music. We inspire
each other. Like I said, we’re one.

GC&E: What do gay people tell you when you meet them?
B: I have so many stories; I don’t even know where to begin. I know

that I just recently had a contest where I had everyone reenact my
artwork. Just seeing some of the guys who dressed up – like my hairstylist
dressed up as Sasha Fierce from “Single Ladies” for Halloween, and I saw
so many people dressed up in that glove and bodysuit – really makes me
feel like I’m doing my job and some of the fashion is making its mark.
To know that people can be free and confident and do what they want
themselves, and I can be the person they want to look like (laughs), is
really such a blessing for me, and it’s very inspiring. I’m very happy and
proud of that.

GC&E: Yes, you’ve inspired lots of drag queens out there. What tips
can you give them to be a better Beyoncé?
B: I have many different looks, so find what works best for your
silhouette and your face. I’ve had every kind of hair style and I know, for
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me, there are certain things that I love to wear and there’s certain makeup
and colors – bright colors on my eyes – that just don’t complement my
features. So I think just figuring out which Beyoncé works best for your
figure and features.

GC&E: For your upcoming role in the remake of A Star Is Born, you’ll
be part of a lineage of gay icons including Judy Garland and Barbra
Streisand. How does it feel knowing that? Is it intimidating?
B: I’m slightly a bit intimated, I have to say. I feel a bit overwhelmed,
and I’m still in shock. (Laughs) But the studio and Clint (Eastwood, the
director) believe in me, and I feel like I’ve been really selective and I’ve
waited and worked really hard and I’ve done different types of movies –
from comedies to thrillers to drama when I played Etta James – and I
really wanted to make sure I was ready. I do believe that at this point
I am ready, and I’ve been disciplined and I’ve surrounded myself with
really good actors. I hope this is going to be as wonderful of an experience
as I feel it’s going to be.
I just remember growing up seeing Barbra Streisand and knowing
that she represented that generation’s star, and being an AfricanAmerican woman and being the person that’s represented is such an
honor. I respect it and I cherish it and I’m going to work so hard – harder
than I’ve ever worked – to make sure that I live up to filling the shoes of
those other women.

GC&E: Last year, Lady Gaga made this remark in an interview with
E! News: “I was very excited to be working with Beyoncé again. It just
sort of works out because we both like women.” What did she mean by
that?
B: (Laughs) Well… I’m all about women working together and
supporting each other and learning from each other, and I feel like
sometimes women get a bad rap. It’s like we’re competitive and we can’t
respect each other, especially if we’re both out around the same time
– they think we’re going to kill each other. And it’s all about women
learning from each other, and I respect talent and I respect people that
work hard – and good people.
I love Gaga. I mean, if she didn’t perform and she wasn’t a singer, just
as a human being I love her to death. But on top of it, she is the most
talented pop star right now, and I’m so happy for her. It’s just really
inspiring to see someone who just creates their own destiny and comes
up with their own looks and writes their own songs and choreographs
and is in control and is not contrived. If you took away every bit of
costume and she just sat in front of a piano, she would still tear it down.
She’s just that talented, and she deserves it all. And I’m just happy to
work with her. I love her.

GC&E: “I Was Here,” a song on 4 written by Diane Warren, is all
about you changing lives. What do you hope is the effect you’ve had on
your gay fans over the years?
B: I hope that I’ve given them confidence, and I hope that I’ve given
them inspiration. I just want everyone to become a better person, and
I hope that when they see me perform they can live out their fantasies
and see my work ethic and apply it to their lives and be confident and
proud. If they’re bootylicious, be proud; whoever they are, be proud. On
this album, I really focused on making people feel good and feel love and
know that there is love out there and goodness exists. I wanted to make
a body of work that took risks – to be brave and be myself, and not focus
on being cool.
GC&E: That’s what I love about this album – you did what you
wanted to do. Through that, you’ve taught gay fans how to stay true to
themselves. What have you learned from them, though?
B: If anyone is brave and true to themselves, it’s my gay fans. The
amount of confidence and fearlessness it takes to do what maybe is not
what your parents expect you to do or what society may think is different
– to be brave and be different and to be yourself – is just so beautiful. It’s
the most beautiful thing you can be, and it’s what we all want to be at
the end of the day. And not worrying about satisfying or becoming what
other people think you’re supposed to be, that’s like the ultimate dream
– to just be that brave.
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Photography
Buddys Anniversary and Boat Party - Edmonton

www.gaycalgary.com

GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine #94, August 2011

53

Photography
Club Sapien Anniversary - Calgary
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Photography
Vancouver 2011 Outgames (by Jackson Photography)

www.gaycalgary.com

GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine #94, August 2011

55

Photography
Queer History Tour - Edmonton (by Jackson Photography)

56

GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine #94, August 2011

Edmonton Pride Awards (by Jackson Photography)
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Photography
Mr. & Ms. Gay Edmonton Pageant (by Jackson Photography)

www.gaycalgary.com

GayCalgary & Edmonton Magazine #94, August 2011

57

Photography
ISCWR Entertainer of the Year Show - Junction
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Western Pride Campout, Blackfalds
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Photography
Edmonton’s 2011 Capital Ex
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Classifieds
Event

140

Calgary Fringe Festival
Festival Volunteers needed for
Calgary Fringe Festival Position
Description: In exchange for your
time and dedication, we offer free
theatre performances, parties, free
gear, and more!!! Desired Skills:
Cash handling, customer service,
event planning, desire to have fun.
Free training is provided and shifts
are flexible. Festival runs July 29
to August 6, 2011. See http://www.
calgaryfringe.ca for details and
volunteer application.

Adult Oriented

210

Clothing

325

Bridal PLUS House

Nude Housecleaning
Newly open Bridal PLUS House
offering wedding gowns sizes from
16-36. 780-486-2575, 12413 Stony
Plain Road, Edmonton, Alberta.

Sale

372

CHEAP PORN!
Left over stock from closure of
adult store, including Toys, Games,
Cockrings, Lubes, Dolls, and Apparel,
all going for 50% off. Not to mention
thousands of DVD titles: gay, straight,
bi, trans, lesbian, starting at $5 each.
Available while supplies last. Call
or text Pete @ (403) 604-9826, or
Email pleasuredome23@gmail.com
View profiles, watch greetings and
share chest rashes and genital sores!
PlentyofSyph.com, the hottest place
to meet local singles infected with
syphilis.

Audition

back your happiness through spiritual
blessings. All readings are private
& confidential. Love, marriage, soul
mates, drug addiction, financial
situations. 97% accurate! Become
happier & more successful today. Call
for 3 free questions. 403-510-2902.

Personals

400

Interested in a satisfying and visually
stimulating way to keep your house
clean? Then look no further! I will
come to you house, clean in the nude,
give you something to look at, and
leave your house smelling pine fresh
all at the same time! Please contact
nakedcleaningservices@gmail.com
for rates and scheduling information.

Erotic Massage

420

UltimateMaleMassage.com

Beauty & Mayhem Production
Agency is are looking for Gay Talent
to perform in Adult entertainment
Productions. Call Pj @ 403 826 2670
E-mail: pj@beautymayhem.ca
www.xxxbmpa.com

Revealing the past, explaining the
present, unfolding the future. Tarot
cards, palm, crystal ball, past life
readings. Spiritual joy will help to
remove all bad luck in your life.
Results through god will show me the
way to remove bad spirits and bring

The Cocktail Lounge is Calgary’s
newest playground. It is an up and
coming dating site for men of all
desires. Come and check it out. It’s
FREE to sign up and use. Find the
love of your life, or just the weekend.
http://www.thecocktaillounge.net

Best Erotic Male Massage In Calgary
Studio with free parking
Deep Tissue and Relaxation
Licensed, Professional
Video on website

460

Alberta Escort Listings

Check out www.Squirt.org for the Hot
Escorts in Calgary, Edmonton, and the
rest of Alberta.
New Improved Features. Free to
Post and Browse. Videos, Pics, and
Reviews. Join Now! Code: GCEE

Products/Services

215

415

Calgary’s Newest
Dating Site

Models/Escorts

Spiritual Psychic
Predictions

Gay Talent Wanted

Dating Services

500

Same-sex marriages. McDougall
United Church. 101 Street &
McDonald Drive, Edmonton. We are
accept into fellowship and, according
to their gifts, in leadership, persons
of any race, gender, age, sexual
orientation or ability. http://www.
mcdougallunited.com

403-680-0533
mike@ultimatemalemassage.com

Ads starting at $10/mo. for the first 20 words. Submit yours at http://www.gaycalgary.com/classifieds
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Getting Married?
CIVIL MARRIAGES immediately
or by appointment. All vows and
paperwork included. Witness
available.
Religion Free, Standard &
Specialized Ceremonies, Cross
Cultural, Same Sex LGBT.

Massage

560

Massage in Edmonton

Rork Hilford, MC
Alberta Marriage Commissioner,
Commissioner for Oaths
hilford@shaw.ca • 403-246-4134

Cleaning

able to accomodate your needs.
Please contact 780-298-2626 or
agadorecleaningservices@gmail.com
for rates and scheduling information.

517

Agador’s Cleaning Services
Young, local Edmonton man
looking to kick off his cleaning
business. Whether you’re looking
for a one-time clean, or a regular
cleaning service, I’m sure to be

Registered Massage Therapist in
downtown Edmonton. Relaxation
and therapeutic massage. Insurance
claims are welcome. For appointment
phone Dwayne at 780-483-3190 or
780-918-5856.

Q Scopes

“Take charge, Capricorn!”
Sun in Leo is beach weather! Vacations, fun, strut
your stuff! But as Sol is sextile Saturn in Libra
needful limits and responsibility are lurking behind
the fun. A constructive project, maybe a charitable
fundraiser, could even be the fun. Work with others
to focus your creative juices.



ARIES (March 20–April 19): Let your partner help you to guide
and focus your dazzling brilliance. Suggestions that may seem
restrictive can be the most helpful. If you’re single, a durable love
may be out there in someone much older or younger.



TAURUS (April 20–May 20): Parental responsibilities loom
large. If you don’t have kids or elderly parents who need your
attention, think about what you’ve gotten from your community
and how you can keep it strong for your own benefit as much
as for others’.



GEMINI (May 21–June 20): Edit, trim, get more meaning in
fewer words. Practice the fine communicative art of silence, the
subtle nod, the lift of an eyebrow, the discreet gesture. You can
find a lot of power saying more by talking less.



CANCER (June 21–July 22): What do you really value
about yourself? You’re at the beginning of a 15-year career
upswing. Take good stock of your virtues (and your flaws) to
have a clear idea of what foundation you provide to build on.



LEO (July 23–August 22): Your birthday month is your

time to roar, but for now keep it quiet. Words are too important
to waste and quiet intensity can be stronger than loud
declamations. Deal with serious issues; get them out of the
way. Then you can celebrate!



VIRGO (August 23–September 22): Tough times bring out

your inner strength. Meditation as well as thoughtful organization
will help you to economize better. Helping others less fortunate
can also inspire you to greater effectiveness.



LIBRA (September 23–October 22): You have a lot of
hard work and challenge now, but keeping an eye to the future
can help you see through the gloom of the present. Your friends
will help you keep perspective.



SCORPIO (October 23–November 21): Doubts can push

you to try too hard in your work. Calm down, meditate. Family
(genetic or chosen) can help you get solid grounding. They can
also wear you down, so pick your confidants and approach
them carefully.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22–December 20): You need a
mental challenge in a new venue. If you can’t afford a real vacation,
find movies or art shows that can take you to different worlds,
or a good book to stimulate your brain. Invite a friend to suggest
something that will really test you.





CAPRICORN (December 21–January 19): Take charge

in the bedroom. This is your chance to be supremely powerful
and dominant – or to make an art form of being a “pushy
bottom.” How discreet is your partner? Your reputation is likely
to spread.



AQUARIUS (January 20–February 18): Disagreements with
your partner (or with anyone else) are nothing new. The serious
ones gain special importance – not in a divisive way, but as a
challenge for you to learn something and grow closer.



PISCES (February 19–March 19): Be very careful of sports

injuries and sunburns. When was your last check up? Get very
serious about your health! There may be some very serious
problems lurking. The sooner you deal with them the better!

Jack Fertig, a professional astrologer since 1977 teaches at the Online
College of Astrology: http://www.astrocollege.com. He can be reached for
personal or business consultations at 415-864-8302 or through his website
at http://www.starjack.com
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