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Editorial

Seeking Solitude
Publisher’s Column

By Rob Diaz-Marino
When I was in my late teens, I went on holidays with my
dad to Spain to visit family, attend a wedding, and see some
of the sights that were lost on me from my previous visits
as a child. I have quite a few cousins in the country, so we
travelled amongst a number of cities where different family
members were staying.
My memory is a bit hazy so bare with me. As we were travelling
outside of Seville, seemingly in the middle of nowhere, my dad
stopped the car by a ticket booth at a turnoff on the side of the
road. The landscape was very hot and dry, and the yellow colour of
the soil seemed to tint everything a similar colour. He spoke with
the man at the booth as if he knew him, paid an admission fee, and
retrieved me from the car.
Walking along the designated path, it didn’t take me long to see
the walls of some stone ruins carved into the valley ahead – a gigantic
Roman coliseum with rows upon rows of stone benches leading
down to the centre arena, with some ragged-looking columns still
standing, as if set up to be stepping stones over the level below. As
we descended the steps, I could see tunnels feeding to the arena
and I was dying to go down to explore. My dad lead the way to the
passageway, located about half way down the stone benches on
one side of the coliseum, however it had been blocked off by the
caretakers of the ruins. In fact, as we explored, we found several
other areas that were no longer accessible to the general public
because of natural degradation (or purposeful vandalism) making it
too dangerous to enter.
My dad explained to me that when he was a child, this ancient
Roman building was basically his playground. He was able to
wander freely throughout, dangerous or not. I could tell he felt
irritated to some degree that others could step in and regulate away
his ability to return and visit freely again, to share it with me, his
son. But then again, judging by the utterly disrespectful things that
vandals had done to this place since then, it was understandable
that this was necessary in order to preserve the ruins, and to take
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away the temptation for people to do something stupid that may
result in them getting hurt.
Living in the city for my whole life, I have to admit I felt pretty
jealous of my dad for having a special place like this. To this
day there have been times when I felt that I needed to be alone,
to get far away from people, to eliminate even the anticipation of
encountering someone. I never had a place quite like this, though
I certainly yearned for one.
I think solitude is vital for understanding the pure essence of
yourself, something that is difficult to isolate when you are under
social pressures and in the presence of others. It is a chance to be
100% yourself - above and beyond being out of the closet – and not
a reflection in any way of anyone around you. It is often described
as the spiritual experience of communing with nature, and it can be
either freeing or terrifying, depending on where you are in your life.
Terrifying for those who draw their strength and identity from the
people around them - their clique, their circle of friends – or define
themselves by the material things that they like and dislike; to be
so completely alone and away from everything, lays bare a person
they are not familiar with, and that they may not like. Nevertheless,
having the opportunity to meet that person can only make one
stronger inside. The world might be a better place if only more of
us could understand ourselves in this way.
But solitude is becoming increasingly difficult to find these days,
especially in the urban lifestyle – in fact, the only places I’ve ever truly
found it have been away from the city setting altogether. In the city,
if you encounter someone hanging out in the bushes or lurking in
a dark alley, your main concern is their motivation for being there,
and maliciousness is first to mind. In most cases you’re probably
right for being apprehensive - there are a lot of people who need to
get away from others while getting up to no good. However, even a
visit to the mountains brings no reprieve when the hiking trails and
campsites are flooded with tourists and other solitude seekers – it
certainly comes close, but you’re still not quite there.
It’s almost inevitable that you will have to break the rules and
wander from the beaten path, raise suspicion in those who may
see you departing from it, in order to find a place that is truly away
from everyone and everything that influences you. I’m a stickler
for the rules, but that seems wrong to me, to be forbidden from
seeking this place because others before you may have misbehaved
or hurt themselves in its pursuit. That may be who they were, but
it is not necessarily who you are. Certainly heed the warnings when
departing safety by being prepared, but don’t let those warnings
discourage you altogether from exploring.
What amazes me is that my dad allowed me to criticize and
resent him at times for this – why couldn’t he just have explained
to me why it was necessary to break some of those rules? I could
have spent less time resisting, and more time appreciating the
experience. It makes perfect sense to me now that the remaining
treasures in this world can be found in places where the fewest
people have looked.
But perhaps it’s one of those life lessons that has no shortcut
- perhaps I wouldn’t have been able to understand it until I had
the opportunity to experience it for myself. Perhaps this is the
ultimate reason why parents bring their children, often kicking and
screaming, on those hunting, fishing, and camping trips: for an
appreciation of nature, and more importantly, oneself in relation.

Drag Race Crowns a new queen!
- RuPaul’s Drag Race - S2E12 (#1713)
Music Saves Disorganized
Lilith Fair (#1751)
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 Editorial Contd.
Rainbows, Cowboys and Sunburns
In Alberta, June is one month in particular when much of the
gay community is drawn out for their obligatory (over)exposure
to the sun. Demonstratively, drag queen Vanity Fair commented
that after Edmonton Pride, she could pick out all the homos in the
waiting room at the Doctor’s office by their gleaming red sunburns.
It seems that those few days of tender and peeling skin (not to
mention the risk of cancer) are worth it for the resulting tan – a
yearly dose of colour for the night-owl’s pallid complexion.
Being of Hispanic heritage I was quite surprised, when I took my
shirt off during Edmonton Pride, how ghostly white my own skin
had become. With no vacations to sunny places, it seemed that I
too had become something of a cave-dweller over the past year. So,
while I videotaped the show at the Edmonton Pride Street Festival,
I too threw caution to the wind in order to stimulate that melanin.
But I didn’t let myself burn too badly, and it brought my natural
colour back right quick.
The turnout for the Parade and Street Festival was fantastic – most
likely better than what we’ve seen in previous years. But the talk of
the town this year had to be the PURE Pride Dance that occurred
underneath the City Centre mall complex, in a private parkade.
The vast concrete space was transformed into an impressive dance
venue with stages, lights, couches, tables, bars, and filled with
over 1000 people. The bathroom area near the entrance consisted
of 2 walls lined with a total of about 20 outhouses, with 2 hand
wash stations – at any given time, this area was a cacophony of the
spring-loaded plastic doors slamming. Throughout the night there
were DJs, stage performances by Mark Sheppard, and appearances
by Steven Daigle and Johnny Hazzard. We got our chance to finally
meet Steven (our June cover) in person the night before at FLASH.
For Pride, FLASH flew out Derrick Barry the Britney Speers
impersonator who appeared on America’s Got Talent. Unfortunately
Canada Customs decided to withhold all of his drag clothes, making
it impossible for him to perform once he got here. Nevertheless he
got up on stage at the PURE Pride Dance and sung for a bit – the
vocal impression was uncanny, and even out of drag, you could see
the resemblance.
Edmonton Pride lasted a whole week, and so we drove out for
both weekends. The second time around, we headed up on my
birthday to attend another unique event, on the appropriately
named Edmonton Queen Riverboat. People danced and drank
above and below deck as the boat made its way up and down the
North Saskatchewan River.
Following that we headed over to Woody’s for the Gay Edmonton
Pageant, which had the bar more packed than I have ever seen it,
despite the last minute move from Boots due to its closure. In fact,
it was a popular topic of conversation how people missed the Boots
space already. The drag queens commented that they felt sorry for
me having to videotape them on my birthday, but after that work
was done, I was able to enjoy myself for the rest of the night.
After a single weekend’s reprieve, it was time for the Rodeo! Uncle
Ben’s out of Red Deer spoiled us once again with an absolutely
fantastic luxury RV at a great price. The festivities started on
Thursday this year – a day for us to relax and enjoy ourselves
before getting into the thick of things. As we have done for the
past several years, we once again produced photographic and video
presentations of the day’s events at the evening dances, which were
very well received by attendees.
Accomplishing this with such a quick turnaround is no easy
task, but I have to say that ARGRA made our lives a lot easier
with the extra support and consideration they gave us this year.
For instance, they gave us access to one of the VIP boxes in the
grandstands where we were sheltered from the sun and wind while
we videotaped the rodeo – it even had a fridge for us to store food
and water (and alcohol that we never got to drink). The people
movers and volunteers on golf carts saved us the strain of carrying
heavy equipment the distance to and from the venues. Never mind
the fact that our banners and magazines were so widely seen that
we didn’t have to feel concerned that we couldn’t be present at our
table in the retail tent to represent ourselves. With all that, things
didn’t feel like such a struggle, and the weekend was a lot less stress
than it has been for us in previous years.
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The attendance in the grandstands didn’t seem as strong as they
were for 2009, but the evening dances were absolutely slammed
with people coming out of the woodwork. With all the places we
had to be, there were many people that we knew in attendance that
we didn’t bump into even once over the weekend. In fact, we sadly
didn’t even get the opportunity to look around the overflow camping
grounds where some interesting parties were reportedly going on.
Steve and I escaped this outdoor event without any painful
sunburns, and bam, right back into press for this edition. I’m
looking forward to next week for a proper rest!
The Winds of Change, Part 2
In last month’s editorial I spoke about some of the factors
contributing to an overall shift in the face our community. Over
the course of the past month there have been even more things
happening, though many are not yet ready for us to talk about
publicly. So I’ll tell some stories now, and save the rest for another
day.
If you recall, several months ago we featured “Name That Bar”
ads. Though we knew who was behind it the whole time, we
kept our mouths shut so that they could gather the unbiased
information that they were seeking. Of course they later revealed
themselves as Money Pennies seeking to rebrand. Owner Jason
Wheeler had kept the name of the bar from the days when Lorrie
and Michele owned it, but he explained to us one day that he felt
it was time to shed that legacy and make the business truly his
own. Jason finally launched the new name last month for his
third anniversary of ownership. Sadly Steve and I had to be up in
Edmonton on the day of the 12th, but we received word through
the grapevine that FAB was the new name, and stopped by to see
for ourselves when we were back in town.
During the rodeo, I saw a great number of people wandering
the grounds with “Hello, my name is HOMO” stickers on them.
While they made for cute conversation points, we knew that they
were part of a marketing blitz for the new dance club in Calgary.
The people behind it have remained very secretive about certain
information. We’re told the name and opening date of the club
are planned, but not yet public knowledge. On the other hand,
details such as the address, and the people involved, have been
released to us. So while we have taken a stance of it’ll open when
it opens, it seems pretty certain to us that there will definitely be
a “new face in town”.
June 2010
The month started off with the Fairy Tales Happily Ever After
Closing Gala and dance at the Marquee Room, sponsored by
yours truly, GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine. Festival and
Programming Director, Jessica Dollard, insisted that this event
be an opportunity for Steve and I to relax and enjoy the fruits of
our work supporting this year’s film festival, more than ever. But
inevitably, duty called and I had to take off for Edmonton, yet
Steve was able to stay behind and enjoy the party. From what
Steve tells me, it was extremely well attended, and definitely the
place to be that night.
As is the case every year, there were a number of films that
we wanted to see but had to miss because of our press deadline.
However, a few days after the festival wrapped up and we were
picking up our banners, Jessica was kind enough to lend us some
of those films from their DVD library (also available to members
of Fairy Tales). I got to see the hilarious closing gala film,
Violet Tendencies, and the Peruvian tear-jerker, Contracorriente
(Undertow).
Meanwhile in Edmonton I visited Prism for their 2nd anniversary
under the ownership of Deb and Tracy. Also on my task list was
dealing with stocking magazines at the other bars, so sadly I
showed up at Prism first too early, and then too late to hit the big
rush of people. I guess the girls come out to party on a different
schedule than what I’m used to. But aside from taking photos,
I got a delicious Smokey on a bun, and great conversation with
some of the girls. A good night, all in all.
In fact, I have to say we did a great deal of mingling with the
women this month, as we made the rounds to the Womonspace
Dance during Pride in Edmonton (the doorman was wearing some
rockin’ pants), and the Girlsgroove Dance at the Big Rock Brewery

Continued on Page 37 
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 Photos by William Baker

Kylie Queers It Up
Gay Goddess Returns with Aphrodite
By Chris Azzopardi
That sex-talk makes Kylie Minogue shy isn’t something
anyone who’s seen her hoisted to the top of an orgy in
her video for “All the Lovers” would think about the eversweet Aussie. But you’re probably not just anyone – fans
of the pop princess are either really into dance music,
really gay, or usually both. And Minogue knows it.
There’s lots of same-sex canoodling in “All the Lovers,” on
which she adapts her melty pillow-talk coo to the throbbing
elation. The song’s the lead-off to her 11th studio album
Aphrodite, Minogue’s follow-up to 2008’s X , released after a
bout of breast cancer.
In a recent chat with Minogue, the dance-floor diva talked
about what’s really going on in that hypersexual video of hers,
plans for another tour, and why this album’s better than her
last. We even got her to blush.



GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine #81, July 2010

GayCalgary: You know talking to you is a dream come true
for a lot of gay men?
Kylie: Some tell me something like that, yeah (laughs).
GayCalgary: So let’s break the ice right away.
Kylie: Crack it, baby!
GayCalgary: Are you trying to beat the world record for
biggest orgy in the “All the Lovers” video?
Kylie: You know, perhaps. I could not be happier with the
response the video has got. It’s not just that it’s a sexy video;
it’s a lovely video as well.
GayCalgary: Right. It has a very pure feeling. But what’s with
the flying elephant?
Kylie: No real explanation. Maybe Joseph Kahn, the director,
has some particular reason why there’s an elephant flying above
head. But he’s very cute!
GayCalgary: He is, but not as cute as the plethora of guys
around you.
Kylie: (Laughs) Yeah, well, I also love that there’s a real
mixture of bodies in there. It wasn’t all picture-perfect people.
GayCalgary: And you have the gays in there. Was that your
choice to be all-inclusive?
Kylie: It was in Joseph’s treatment, and that just made
perfect sense to me because that’s universal love. However you
choose to interpret that, what’s important is the love.
GayCalgary: And not orgies?
Kylie: No, not for me. It’s just about people connecting with
people. (Long pause) But I would probably choose the more
romantic view.
GayCalgary: What’s the best part of being one of the biggest
gay icons alive?
Kylie: That I have carte blanche to be fabulous (laughs). I
don’t know how I earned those stripes, but my gay audience
means the world to me.

GayCalgary: It goes way back. You’ve said they adopted you,
right?
Kylie: Yeah! Hell, whether I liked it or not.
GayCalgary: Was there a specific moment that transitioned
you from pop goddess to gay goddess?
Kylie: Perhaps when I performed at the Sydney Gay and
Lesbian Mardi Gras for the first time in ’94. But it was probably
earlier than that. I don’t know the specific point. It was very
organic.
GayCalgary: Do you think like a gay man in order to gay-up
yourself and your shows?
Kylie: No, no. It’s just there. Like with my tours, the fact that
William Baker is at the helm of those, there’s bound to be boys
in trunks with a dumbbell or two … perhaps in a shower. In
my show there would definitely be an angle where I would say,

“Well, that’s for the boys.” But the demographics at my show,
although there’s my gay audience, there are all sorts there. I
love to be able to look out and see such a variety of people.
GayCalgary: Are there plans for a more extensive tour to
support Aphrodite?
Kylie: We’ll see how it goes, but I would love to. I’m planning
to tour next year and I would love to include the cities that I
already went to last year, because the welcome just blew my
mind and I think I’d have repeat offenders coming back to see
another show. But I’d love to be able to extend some new cities
onto those dates as well. So I’ll just have to see how it goes, but
it wouldn’t be for lack of desire, that’s for sure.
GayCalgary: What were some of the best parts of touring the
U.S. for the first time?

Continued on Page 36 
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True Blues

Cyndi Lauper on New Album and Tour
By Chris Azzopardi
So much for just having fun. Cyndi Lauper’s been doing
anything but lollygagging lately – appearing on Celebrity
Apprentice, promoting AIDS awareness and gay rights,
and releasing a new album, Memphis Blues, which
ditches the all-dance vibe of her last studio offering Bring
Ya to the Brink for a classic, old-fashioned sound. That’s
not all: She’s writing dance music for the stage version
of 2005’s British indie Kinky Boots, working out a reality
show and touring through the summer.
Lauper found a few minutes to chat about all her projects –
and also, what to make of past and present diva beefs, whether
she’ll duet with Lady Gaga anytime soon, and why she’s “giving
a damn.”
GayCalgary: How do you go from dance to blues?
Cyndi: Blues is the basis of all music – the basis of dance,
the basis of rock. It’s the beginning of all the music I sing. It’s
just the roots.
GayCalgary: You’ve wanted to do a blues record for a while
– is that right?

Cyndi: For eight years.
GayCalgary: How come it didn’t happen sooner?
Cyndi: Because I was on Sony, and they didn’t want to do it.
They didn’t even really see the dance record; I was just doing
it. But they had some interesting people there at that point and
then I don’t know. You know, it doesn’t matter. It’s not like I’m
not writing dance music. I’m writing for a play and a lot of it is
dance music.
GayCalgary: Which play?
Cyndi: I’m writing for Kinky Boots, and it’s all kinds of music.
It’s kind of wonderful.
But the blues – you know, I studied music. When I started
singing I was bored with what I was singing so I became a
student at Lennie Tristano’s school of music. I studied with
Betty Scott, his singer, and it was jazz. But before jazz was the
blues and out of blues came jazz. If it weren’t for that kind of
study, I wouldn’t understand it as well.
GayCalgary: Besides your voice obviously, what do you think
your gay following will appreciate on this album?
You know what, I give my gay following more credit than
most people. I think that this music, they’ll relate to, because
I chose music that people could relate to. It’s fun, and it’s also
written in code – and if the community understands anything,
it’s code.
GayCalgary: Do you feel like you’re taking a big risk
with this album because it’s not pop, it’s not dance, it’s not
commercial?
Cyndi: No. I think I gotta make music that I always dreamed
of making, and I gotta do stuff like this because I want to leave
behind a body of work that’s as great as I can do. This is some
of the best singing that I think I’ve ever done.
This is a live CD. Everything was live. It took two weeks
to record, and we recorded it on an 8-track machine. Bill
(Wittman, her longtime collaborator) kept saying, “The Beatles
could record Sgt. Pepper on 4-track. We could do this blues
record on 8-track.”

Continued on Page 25 
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Calgary Outlink---------- Community Groups
Aids Calgary------------- Community Groups
Backlot------------------------ Bars and Clubs
Calgary Eagle Inc.------------ Bars and Clubs
Texas Lounge----------------- Bars and Clubs
Goliath’s-------------------------- Bathhouses

9
13
16
24
33
34

MPs (Money Pennies)-------- Bars and Clubs
Westways Guest House---- Accommodations
Priape Calgary------------------ Retail Stores
Courtney Aarbo----------------------- Services
Twisted Element-------------- Bars and Clubs
Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------- Theatre

Find Out!

One Yellow Rabbit-------------------- Theatre
ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects-------- Theatre
Pumphouse Theatre----------------- Theatre
La Fleur-------------------------- Retail Stores
Lisa Heinricks----------Theatre and Fine Arts
Sandra G. Sebree-------------------- Services

Calgary

LGBT Community Directory
GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine is the go-to source for
information about Alberta LGBT businesses and community
groups—the most extensive and accurate resource of its kind! This
print supplement contains a subset of active community groups
and venues, with premium business listings of paid advertisers.

✰. ..... Find our Magazine Here

35
36
37
41
43
52

......... Wheelchair Accessible

Spot something inaccurate or outdated? Want your business or
organization listed? We welcome you to contact us!

 403-543-6960		
 1-888-543-6960
 magazine@gaycalgary.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/CalgaryTravelRss
http://www.gaycalgary.com/EdmontonTravelRss

Local Bars, Restaurants, and Accommodations info on the go!
http://www.gaycalgary.com/Directory

Browse our complete directory of over 540 gay-frieindly listings!

Marquee Room--------------- Bars and Clubs
Sacred Balance Piercing-------- Retail Stores
Theatre Junction--------------------- Theatre
Village Bistro & Lounge----------Restaurant

of Sinatra” on Fri. and varied entertainment on
Thurs. Please call for details.

Accommodations
13 Westways Guest House--------------------✰
 216 - 25th Avenue SW  403-229-1758
 1-866-846-7038  westways@shaw.ca
 www.gaywestways.com

Wingate by Wyndham
 400 Midpark Way SE
 www.wingatehotels.com

55
56
58
59

 403-514-0099

Bars & Clubs
3 Backlot----------------------------------- ✰
 209 - 10th Ave SW
 403-265-5211
 Open 7 days a week, 4pm-close
4 Calgary Eagle Inc.----------------------- ✰
 424a - 8th Ave SE
 403-263-5847
 http://www.calgaryeagle.com
 Open Wed-Sun, 5pm-close

Leather/Denim/Fetish bar.
Club Paradiso
 1413 - 9th Ave SE, upstairs
 403-265-5739
 www.villagecantina.ca

55 Marquee Room-----------------------------✰
 612 - 8th Avenue SW
 www.marqueeroom.com

Alternative night every Wednesday.
9 FAB (formerly Money Pennies)--------- ✰
 1742 - 10th Ave SW
 403-263-7411
 www.money-pennies.com
 Closed Mondays.

Bar and restaurant.
5 Texas Lounge-------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 11am-close
33 Twisted Element
 1006 - 11th Ave SW
 www.twistedelement.ca

 403-802-0230

Dance Club and Lounge.

Bathhouses/Saunas
6 Goliaths-------------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day

Carly’s Angels on Sat. Billy Schmidt’s “Sounds
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CALGARY EVENTS
Mondays

Squash------------------------------------- 7pm
See Apollo
ASK Meet and Greet----------------  7-9:30pm
See Alberta Society for Kink
Inside Out Youth Group----------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
Yoga---------------------------------------- 7pm
 World Tree Studio (812 Edm. Tr NE) JunJul
Radio Show-------------------------  8:30-9pm
See “Yeah...What She Said!”

Bowling------------------------------------ 7pm
See Apollo Calgary
Mar3

Karaoke------------------------------  8pm-1am
At 5 Texas Lounge

Radio Show----------------------------  9-10pm
See Urban Sex Radio

Tuned Out Music Trivia----------------  Evening
At 9 Money Pennies
 1st, 3rd

Thursdays

Sundays

Lesbian Seniors---------------------------- 2pm
 Kerby Center, Sunshine Room
 3rd
		1133 7th Ave SW

Worship Time----------------------------  10am
See Deer Park United Church

Country Night-------------------------- Evening
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Swim Practice---------------------------  6-7pm
See Different Strokes

Friday, July 23rd

Bears Campout------------------------  All Day
 Lac Des Arcs Provincial Park
Jul25
Wednesday, July 28th

Guest Speaker-----------------------------  TBA
By Mosaic Youth Group
Friday, July 30th

Worship------------------------------  10:30am
See Scarboro United Church

Pride Campout-------------------------  All Day
 Watipi Lodge, Blackfalds
Aug2

Worship Services-------------------------  11am
See Knox United Church

Ranch Rendezvous---------------------  All Day
			
Aug1

BBQ Social Sundays----------------------- 2pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Fringe Festival-------------------------  All Day
			
Aug7
Saturday, July 31st

Tuesdays

Fake Mustache Show---------------  7-9:45pm
See Miscellaneous Youth Network
 1st

Calgary Networking Club--------------  5-7pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 1st Tues

Fridays

Church Service----------------------------- 4pm
See Rainbow Community Church

Leather Night-------------------------- Evening
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Swim Practice---------------------------  5-6pm
See Different Strokes

Illusions--------------------------------  7-10pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 1st

Sunday Socials----------------------  Afternoon
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Bowls for Beswick--------------------  12pm
 Inglewood Lawn Bowling (1235 8th Ave SE)

Womynspace----------------------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 2nd

Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Saturday, August 21st

New Directions--------------------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 3rd

Saturday, July 10th

Between Men---------------------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 2nd, 4th
Rehearsals--------------------------  7-9:30pm
See Calgary Men’s Chorus
Jun
Karaoke------------------------------  8pm-1am
At 5 Texas Lounge
Lawn Bowling---------------------------  6-9pm
See Apollo
Wednesdays

Beach Volleyball-----------------  7:30-9:30pm
See Apollo

Communion Service------------------  12:10pm
See Knox United Church

Heading Out-----------------------  8pm-10pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 4th

Women’s Healing Circle---------------  1:30pm
See AIDS Calgary

Saturdays

Wing Night------------------------------  All Day
At 9 Money Pennies
Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day
At 4 Calgary Eagle
With Prime Timers Calgary
Badminton------------------------------  7-9pm
See Apollo Calgary
Jan6Mar31

Community Groups
2 AIDS Calgary---------------------------- ✰
 110, 1603 10th Avenue SW
 403-508-2500
 info@aidscalgary.org
 www.aidscalgary.org

Alberta Society for Kink
 403-398-9968
 albetasocietyforkink@hotmail.com
 http://ca.groups.yahoo.com/

		group.albertasocietyforkink
Apollo Calgary - Friends in Sports
 www.apollocalgary.com
 www.myapollo.com
A volunteer operated, non-profit organization
serving primarily members of the LGBT communities
but open to all members of all communities.
Primary focus is to provide members with wellorganized and fun sporting events and other
activities.
• Western Cup 29
www.westerncup.com
North America’s largest LGBT sporting competition
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Running------------------------------------  9am
See Apollo
Tennis------------------------------------  10am
By Apollo
Coffee------------------------------------  10am
See Prime Timers Calgary
Wing Night------------------------------  All Day
At 9 Money Pennies
with over 400 athletes in up to seven different
sports.
• Badminton (Absolutely Smashing)
 badminton@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive updates.
• Bowling (Rainbow Riders League)
 bowling@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive updates.
• Curling
 curling@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive updates.
• Golf
 golf@apollocalgary.com
Occasional rounds will occur during the summer of
2010 depending on weather and leaders. Sign up
at myapollo.org to receive updates.
• Lawn Bowling
 Inglewood Lawn Bowling Club
		1235 8th Avenue SE
 lawnbowling@apollocalgary.com
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Bear Night-------------------------------  10pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Saturday, August 7th

Strobelite Night------------------------ Evening
At 55 Marquee Room

BBQ------------------------------------- Evening
By Mosaic Youth Group
Bowness Park

Saturday, September 4th

Sunday, July 11th

Sunday, September 5th

Pride BBQ------------------------------  3-10pm
By Pride Calgary at 4 Calgary Eagle

Pride Parade/Street Festival----------  TBA
By Pride Calgary

Wednesday, July 14th

Monday, September 12th

Water Fight--------------------------------  TBA
By Mosaic Youth Group

AIDS Walk for Life-------------  10am-1pm
By 2 AIDS Calgary

Pride Dance-----------------------------  TBA
By Pride Calgary

Wednesday, July 21st

Outing: Laser Tag-------------------------  TBA
By Mosaic Youth Group
Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range/Future),  = Sponsored Event
• Outdoor Pursuits
 outdoorpursuits@apollocalgary.com
If it’s done outdoors, we do it. Volunteer led events
all summer and winter. Hiking, camping, biking,
skiing, snow shoeing, etc. Sign up at myapollo.org
to get updates on the sport you like. We’re always
looking for people to lead events.

• Tennis
 U of C Courts
 tennis@apollocalgary.com
All skill levels welcome. Drop in. Look for Randall.

• Running (Calgary Frontrunners)
 YMCA Eau Claire (4th St, 1st Ave SW)
 calgaryfrontrunners@shaw.ca
East Doors (directly off the Bow river pathway).
Distances vary from 8 km - 15 km. Runners from 6
minutes/mile to 9+ minute miles.

• Volleyball (Rec + Int/Comp)
 vb@apollocalgary.com
Both Leagues will return in September 2010. Sign
up at myapollo.org to receive updates.

• Slow Pitch
 slow.pitch@apollocalgary.com
Will be running Friday nights during the summer
of 2010, location to be determined. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive immediate notice of start
date and location.
• Squash
 Mount Royal University Recreation
 squash@apollocalgary.com
All skill levels welcome.

• Volleyball (Beach)
 Volleydome (2825 24 Avenue NW)
 beachvb@apollocalgary.com

• Yoga
 yoga@apollocalgary.com
$96 for season, $14 drop-in.
Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association (ARGRA)
 www.argra.org

• Monthly Dances----------------------------- Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Association
		1320 - 5th Avenue NW
Artists for the Quality of Life
 403-890-1261

 www.afqol.com

Directory & Events
Cabin Fever
 The Soda

Women’s dance and social night.
Calgary Gay Fathers
 calgaryfathers@hotmail.com
 http://www.calgarygayfathers.ca

Peer support group for gay, bisexual and
questioning fathers. Meeting twice a month.
Calgary Men’s Chorus
 http://www.calgarymenschorus.org

• Rehearsals
 Temple B’Nai Tikvah, 900 - 47 Avenue SW
Calgary Sexual Health Centre---------- ✰
 304, 301 14th Street NW
 403-283-5580
 http://www.calgarysexualhealth.ca
A pro-choice organization that believes all people
have the right and ability to make their own choices
regarding their sexual and reproductive health.
1 Calgary Outlink-----------------------------✰
 #4, 1230A 17th Avenue SW
 403-234-8973
 http://www.calgaryoutlink.com

Formerly know as the Gay And Lesbian Community
Services Association (GLCSA).
• Peer Support and Crisis Line
 1-877-OUT-IS-OK (1-877-688-4765)
Front-line help service for GLBT individuals and
their family and friends, or anyone questioning
their sexuality.
• Library
A great selection of resource books, fiction, nonfiction, videos and everything in between, all with a
queer perspective.
• Drop-In Center
A safe and supportive environment for one-to-one
peer counseling for many issues surrounding family,
coming out, homosexuality, loneliness and other
issues.
• Between Men and Between Men Online
Peer support, sexual health education for gay
or bisexual men, as well as those who may be
uncertain or questioning their sexuality.
• Calgary Networking Club
 Ming, 520 - 17th Ave SW
The networking meetings are open to all individuals
who would like to promote their businesses or
who would like to meet new people - no business
affiliation is necessary.
• Heading Out
Peer group for men who are looking for an
alternative social activity to the bar. Activities vary
and are fun and entertaining.
• Illusions Calgary
Social group for Calgary and area transgender
community members (cross dressers, transvestites,
drag kings and queens). A safe, discrete and
welcoming atmosphere, in which transgendered
people can meet others of like mind.
• Inside Out
Peer-facilitated youth group for GLBTQ ages 15-25.
Aims to let youth know they are not alone, and to
connect them with their peers. Safe environment
with a variety of resources and activities.

• New Directions
Drop in peer-support group to provide support and
resources for individuals who identify as transsexual
or inter-sexed.
• SHEQ Soulful Healing Ego Quest
 Trudy or Krista, 403-585-7437
Workshop for women—a chance to grow and share
their experiences related to women’s sexuality. To
participate, please call or leave your name and a
contact time/number with Calgary Outlink.
• Womynspace
Peer social/support group for women providing an
evening of fun, bonding, discussion and activities.
Calgary Queer Book Club
 Weeds Cafe (1903 20 Ave NW)

Deer Park United Church/Wholeness Centre
 77 Deerpoint Road SE
 403-278-8263
 http://www.dpuc.ca
Different Strokes
 http://www.differentstrokescalgary.org
• Swim Practice
 SAIT Pool, 1301 - 16th Ave NW
 No practices on long weekends
Don’t Buy In Project
 http://www.dontbuyin.ca

This Calgary Police Service Initiative aims to
encourage youth to working towards an inclusive
environment in which diversity is embraced in their
schools and community.
FairyTales Presentation Society
 #4 - 1230A 17th Avenue SW
 403-244-1956
 http://www.fairytalesfilmfest.com
Alberta Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.
• DVD Resource Library
Over a hundred titles to choose from. Annual
membership is $10.
Gay Singles in Calgary
 http://www.gaysinglesincalgary.org

Girl Friends
 members.shaw.ca/girlfriends
Girlsgroove
 http://www.girlsgroove.ca

GLBT Housing
 http://www.glbthousing.ca
HIV Peer Support Group
 403-230-5832
 hivpeergroup@yahoo.ca

• Fake Mustache------------------------------ The Soda, 211 - 12th Ave SW
Calgary’s ONLY Drag King Show. $5 cover. $2
cover under 18. Advance tickets available at Barbies
Shop.
Mystique
 mystiquesocialclub@yahoo.com

Mystique is primarily a Lesbian group for women 30
and up but all are welcome.
• Coffee Night
 Second Cup (2312 - 4th Street SW)
NETWORKS

• Worship Services
 10:30am in July and August.
Miscellaneous Youth Network
http://www.miscyouth.com

Scarboro United Church
An affirming congregation—the full inclusion of
LGBT people is essential to our mission and purpose.

Parents for Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
 Sean: 403-695-5791
 http://www.pflagcanada.ca

A registered charitable organization that provides
support, education and resources to parents,
families and individuals who have questions or
concerns about sexual orientation or gender identity.
Positive Space Committee
 4825 Mount Royal Gate SW
 403-440-6383
 http://www.mtroyal.ca/positivespace

Works to raise awareness and challenge the
patterns of silence that continue to marginalize
LGBTTQ individuals.
Pride Calgary Planning Committee
 403-797-6564
 www.pridecalgary.ca
Pride Rainbow Project
 prp@planet-save.com
 http://www.priderainbowproject.com
Youth run project designed to show support for
same-sex marriage in Canada and elsewhere. A
fabric rainbow banner approximately 5 feet wide
- goal is to make it 3.2km (2 miles) long, in order
to break the world record.
Primetimers Calgary
 primetimerscalgary@gmail.com
 http://www.primetimerscalgary.com

Designed to foster social interaction for its members
through a variety of social, educational and
recreational activities. Open to all gay and bisexual
men of any age, respects whatever degree of
anonymity that each member desires.

• Saturday Coffee
 Midtown Co-op, 1130 - 11th Ave SW

Knox United Church is an all-inclusive church
located in downtown Calgary. A variety of facility
rentals are also available for meetings, events and
concerts.

Mission: To raise awareness and understanding of
same-sex domestic violence and homophobic youth
bullying.

A social, cultural, and service organization for the
mature minded and “Plus 40” LGBT individuals
seeking to meet others at age-appropriate activities
within a positive, safe environment.

Imperial Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch.
Charity fundraising group..
Knox United Church

Safety Under the Rainbow
 http://www.safetyrainbow.ca

 134 Scarboro Avenue SW
 403-244-1161  www.scarborounited.ab.ca

• Free Pool
 4 Calgary Eagle

 506 - 4th Street SW
 403-269-8382
 http://www.knoxunited.ab.ca

Rocky Mountain Bears
 bearcoltr@shaw.ca
 http://www.rockymountainbears.com

 403-293-3356
 sanpfeif@telus.net

 http://www.iscca.ca

ISCCA Social Association

 http://www.rainbowcommunitychurch.ca
The Rainbow Community Church is an all-inclusive
church; everyone is welcome.

Queers on Campus---------------------- ✰
 279R Student Union Club Spaces, U of C
 403-220-6394
 http://www.ucalgary.ca/~glass

Formerly GLASS - Gay/Lesbian Association of
Students and Staff.
• Coffee Night
 2nd Cup, Kensington
Rainbow Community Church
 Hillhurst United, 1227 Kensington Close NW
 roneberly@shaw.ca

Sharp Foundation
 403-272-2912
 sharpfoundation@nucleus.com
 http://www.thesharpfoundation.com

Unity Bowling
 Let’s Bowl (2916 - 5th Ave NE)
 sundayunity@live.com

Urban Sex Radio Show
 CJSW 90.9 FM
 http://www.cjsw.com
Focus on sexuality; gay bisexual lesbian trans
gendered and straight issues here in Calgary and
around the web.
Western Canada Bigmen and Admirers
 groups.yahoo.com/group/

		WesternCanadaBigmenGroup/
 bigpaul41@yahoo.com
Vigor Calgary
 403-255-7004

 www.vigorcalgary.ca
Violence in Gay Male Relationships (VIGOR) is a
committee of professionals dedicated to increasing
the awareness of gay men’s domestic violence and
the services available to them.

“Yeah...What She Said!” Radio Show
 CJSW 90.9 FM
 yeahwhatshesaid@gmail.com

Restaurants
4 Calgary Eagle Inc.----------------------

✰

		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.

Halo Steak, Seafood & Wine Bar
 Canyon Meadows Plaza

		13226 Macleod Trail SE
 403-271-4111
 www.halorestaurant.com
9 FAB (formerly Money Pennies)-------		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.

✰

59 Village Bistro & Lounge------------------ 2F, 610 8th Ave SE
 403-262-6342 ext 236
 Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm, Sat: 11am-5pm
 www.villagebistrocalgary.com

Retail Stores
Adult Depot----------------------------- ✰
 403-258-2777
Gay, bi, straight video rentals and sex toys.
 140, 58th Ave SW
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DOWNTOWN EDMONTON
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1 Pride Centre------------- Community Groups
3 HIV Network------------- Community Groups
4 Edmonton STD---------- Community Groups

41 La Fleur------------------------------------ 103 - 100 7th Avenue SW
 403-266-1707

Florist and Flower Shop.
The Naked Leaf--------------------------- 305 10th Street NW
 403-283-3555
 http://www.thenakedleaf.ca
Organic teas and tea ware.
16 Priape Calgary------------------------- ✰
 1322 - 17 Ave SW
 403-215-1800
 http://www.priape.com

Clothing and accessories. Adult toys, leather wear,
movies and magazines. Gifts.
T&T Honda
 888 Meridian Road NE
 403-291-1444
 sales@tandthonda.ca
 www.tandthonda.ca
• Kelvin Hur
 403-990-9080
New Vehicle Sales Manager
• Lawrence Wong
 403-870-5001
Sales Consultant
Wares & Wear Ventures Inc.
		See Canada - Retail Stores.

Services & Products

6 Buddy’s Nite Club------------ Bars and Clubs
7 Down Under Baths--------------- Bathhouses
8 Prism Bar & Grill------------- Bars and Clubs

Calgary Civil Marriage Centre
 ca.ca@shaw.ca
Marriage Commissioner for Alberta (aka Justice of
the Peace - JP), Marriage Officiant, Commissioner
for Oaths.
 403-246-4134

24 Courtney Aarbo (Barristers & Solicitors)
 1138 Kensington Road NW
 403-571-5120
 http://www.courtneyaarbo.ca

GLBT legal services.
Cruiseline
 403-777-9494 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca
Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.
DevaDave Salon & Boutique
 810 Edmonton Trail NE
 403-290-1973

Cuts, Colour, Hilights.
Duncan’s Residential Cleaning
 Jim Duncan: 403-978-6600

Residential cleaning. Free estimates.
Interactive Male
 403-261-2112 trial code 8873
 1-800-777-8000
 www.interactivemale.com
Lorne Doucette (CIR Realtors)
 403-461-9195
 http://www.lornedoucette.com

Bad Romance Entertainment
 www.badromance-entertainment.com
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11 Steamworks---------------------- Bathhouses
12 Woody’s----------------------- Bars and Clubs
13 PLAY Nightclub--------------- Bars and Clubs

Marnie Campbell (Maxwell Realtors)
 403-479-8619
 http://www.marniecampbell.ca

MFM Communications
 403-543-6970
 1-877-543-6970
 http://www.mfmcommunications.com

Web site hosting and development. Computer
hardware and software.
MPs Catering
 403-607-8215

• Safeworks Van
 403-850-3755
 Sat-Thu: 8pm-12am, Fri: 4pm-12am
52 Sandra G. Sebree, Lawyer
 1610 - 17th Ave SW
 403-228-8108
 www.sandrasebree.com

TherapyWorks
 403-561-6873
 ckorol@therapyworks.ca
 http://www.therapyworks.com

Take back your life from stress, sadness, and worry.

Rick Grenier (Invis)
 403-862-1162

14 FLASH------------------------- Bars and Clubs

 rickgrenier@invis.ca

Mortgage solutions.
56 Sacred Balance Piercing
 1528 - 17th Avenue SW  403-277-4449
 www.sacredbalancetattoo.com

Tattos and body piercing.
SafeWorks
Free and confidential HIV/AIDS and STI testing.
• Calgary Drop-in Centre
 Room 117, 423 - 4th Ave SE
 403-699-8216
 Mon-Fri: 9am-12pm, Sat: 12:15pm-3:15pm
• Centre of Hope
 Room 201, 420 - 9th Ave SE
 403-410-1180
 Mon-Fri: 1pm-5pm
• Sheldon M. Chumir Health Centre
 1213 - 4th Str SW
 403-955-6014
 Sat-Thu: 4:15pm-7:45pm, Fri: Closed

Theatre & Fine Arts
36 ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects
 403-294-7402  http://www.ATPlive.com

AXIS Contemporary Art------------------- 403-262-3356
 www.axisart.ca

 107, 100 - 7 Ave SW
 rob@axisart.ca

Fairytales
		See Calgary - Community Groups.
Jubilations Dinner Theatre
 Bow Trail and 37th St. SW
 403-249-7799
 www.jubilations.ca
43 Lisa Heinricks (Artist)--------------------- Art Central, 100 7th Ave SW, lower level
 http://www.creamydreamy.com

Directory & Events
35 One Yellow Rabbit------------------------- Big Secret Theatre - EPCOR CENTRE
 403-299-8888
 www.oyr.org
37 Pumphouse Theatre------------------ 2140 Pumphouse Avenue SW
 403-263-0079
 http://www.pumphousetheatres.ca

✰

Stagewest-------------------------------

✰

Camp fYrefly
 7-104 Dept. of Educational Policy Studies

		Faculty of Education, University of Alberta
		Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2G5
 http://www.fyrefly.ualberta.ca
Edmonton Pride Week Society
 http://www.prideedmonton.org

Edmonton Prime Timers

 727 - 42 Avenue SE
 403-243-6642
 http://www.stagewestcalgary.com

 edmontonpt@yahoo.ca
 www.primetimersww.org/edmonton

58 Theatre Junction---------------------- Theatre Junction GRAND, 608 1st St. SW
 403-205-2922
 info@theatrejunction.com
http://www.theatrejunction.com

Group of older gay men and their admirers who come
from diverse backgrounds but have common social
interests. Affiliated with Prime Timers World Wide.

✰

34 Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------------ 161, 115 - 9 Ave SE
 403-221-3708
 http://www.vertigomysterytheatre.com

Edmonton
Bars & Clubs

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association
 3379, 11215 Jasper Ave  780-429-5014
 http://www.edmontonrba.org
Primary focus is the provision of networking
opportunities for LGBT owned or operated and LGBTfriendly businesses in the Edmonton region.
Edmonton Illusions Social Club
 5 Boots Bar & Grill
 780-387-3343
 groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions

5 Boots Bar and Lounge----------------- ✰
 10242 106th St
 780-423-5014
 http://www.bootsbar.ca/

4 Edmonton STD
 11111 Jasper Ave

6 Buddy’s Nite Club--------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6636

 780-479-2038
 www.evmchoir.com

13 PLAY Nightclub-----------------------------✰
 10220 103 Street
 780-497-7529
 info@playnightclub.ca
 http://www.playnightclub.ca
14 FLASH---------------------------------------✰
 10018 105 Street
 780-999-8255
8 Prism Bar & Grill----------------------- ✰
 10524 101st St
 780-990-0038
 http://www.prismbar.ca
12 Woody’s-------------------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6557

Bathhouses/Saunas

Edmonton Vocal Minority
 sing@evmchoir.com
Exposure 2010

 TBA
3 HIV Network Of Edmonton Society---- ✰
 11456 Jasper Ave  www.hivedmonton.com

Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose
 http://www.gayedmonton.org
OUTreach
 University of Alberta, basement of SUB
 outreach@ualberta.ca
 http://www.ualberta.ca/~outreach

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender/transsexual,
Queer, Questioning and Straight-but-not-Narrow
student group.

and sexualities to talk, have tea and offer each
other support.

Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton. $40.00
season or $5.00 per drop in.

• Men Talking with Pride
 Main Space – Upstairs
 robwells780@hotmail.com
A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and
transgendered men to discuss current issues and to
offer support to each other.

•Ballroom Dancing
 Foot Notes Dance Studio, 9708-45 Avenue NW
 Cynthia: 780-469-3281

• Men’s HIV Support Group
 Green Room – Upstairs
 huges@shaw.ca
Support group for people living with HIV/AIDS.

• Bowling (Northern Titans)
 Gateway Lanes, 100 - 3414 Gateway Blvd
 bowling@teamedmonton.ca
$15.00 per person.

• PFLAG
 Red room - Downstairs
 780-436-1998
 edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays: A support
group for family members and friends of GLBT
people. An excellent resource for people whose
family members and friends have just come out.

• Cross Country Skiing
 crosscountry@teamedmonton.ca

• Prime Timers
See Edmonton Primetimers.

• Cycling (Edmonton Prideriders)
 Various locations in Edmonton
 cycling@teamedmonton.ca
 Every Wednesday, 6:30pm

• Suit Up and Show Up: AA Big Book Study
 Downstairs Couch Area
Discussion and support group for those struggling
with an alcohol addiction or seeking support in
staying sober.
• TTIQ
 Green Room – Upstairs
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org
TTIQ is mixed gender open support group addressing
the needs of transsexual and transgendered
individuals.
• Womonspace Board Meeting
 Main Space – Upstairs
 wspresident@hotmail.com
Womonspace is a Social and Recreational Society
in Edmonton run by volunteers. They provide
opportunities for lesbians to interact and support
each other in a safe environment, and to contribute
to the broader community.
• Youth Movie
 Main Space – Upstairs
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
Movie chosen by youth (aged 14 – 25), usually
with LGBT themes. Popcorn is served.

7 Down Under Baths-------------------------✰
 12224 Jasper Ave
 780-482-7960
 http://www.gayedmonton.com

1 Pride Centre of Edmonton-------------- ✰
 95A Street, 111 Ave
 780-488-3234
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org

11 Steamworks--------------------------------✰
 11745 Jasper Ave
 780-451-5554
 http://www.steamworksedmonton.com

• Community Potluck
 Main Space – Upstairs
 tuff@shaw.ca
A potluck open to all members of the LGBTQ
community. A time to get together, share a meal
and meet people from the community.

• YouthSpace
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
A safe and supportive space for GLBTQ youth aged
13–25. Video games, computers with internet,
clothing bank, and more.

• Free School
 Main Space – Upstairs
 monika_penner@shaw.ca
Free School provides workshops on a variety of
topics related to local activism.

 president@teamedmonton.ca
 http://www.teamedmonton.ca

Community Groups
Alberta Bears
 www.bearbeef.org

Altview-Strathcona County LGBTQ Group
 #44, 48 Brentwood Blvd, Sherwood Park, AB
 www.altview.ca

Book Worm’s Book Club
 Second Cup, 11210 Jasper Ave
 bookworm@teamedmonton.ca
Buck Naked Boys Club
 780-471-6993
 http://www.bucknakedboys.ca

Naturism club for men—being social while everyone
is naked, and it does not include sexual activity.
Participants do not need to be gay, only male.

• Get Tested for STIs
Free STD testing for anyone interested. For more
information please contact the Pride Centre.
• GLBT Seniors Drop-In
 Main Space – Upstairs
 tuff@shaw.ca
A social and support group for seniors of all genders

Team Edmonton
Members are invited to attend and help determine
the board for the next term. If you are interested in
running for the board or getting involved in some of
the committees, please contact us.
• Badminton (Mixed)
 St. Thomas Moore School, 9610 165 Street
 coedbadminton@teamedmonton.ca
New group seeking male & female players.
• Badminton (Women’s)
 Oliver School, 10227 - 118 Street
 780-465-3620
 badminton@teamedmonton.ca

• Blazin’ Bootcamp
 Lynnwood School
 bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca

• Curling with Pride
 Granite Curling Club, 8620 107 Street NW
 780-463-5942
 curling@teamedmonton.ca

• Dragon Boat (Flaming Dragons)
 dragonboat@teamedmonton.ca
• Golf
 golf@teamedmonton.ca
• Gymnastics, Drop-in
 Ortona Gymnastics Club, 8755 - 50 Avenue
 gymnastics@teamedmonton.ca
Have the whole gym to yourselves and an instructor
to help you achieve your individual goals. Cost is
$5.00 per session.
• Hockey
 hockey@teamedmonton.ca
• Outdoor Pursuits
 outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca
• Running (Arctic Frontrunners)
 Kinsmen Sports Centre, front entrance
 running@teamedmonton.ca
All genders and levels of runners and walkers are
invited to join this free activity.
• Samsara Yoga
 Korezone Fitness, #203, 10575 -115 Street
 yoga@teamedmonton.ca
• Slo Pitch
 Parkallen Field, 111 st and 68 ave
 slo-pitch@teamedmonton.ca
Season fee is $30.00 per person. $10 discount for
players from the 2008 season.
• Snowballs III
 February 5-7th, 2010
 snowballs@teamedmonton.ca
Skiing and Snowboarding Weekend.
• Soccer
 soccer@teamedmonton.ca
• Spin
 MacEwan Centre for Sport and Wellness
		109 St. and 104 Ave
 Wednesdays, 5:45-6:45pm
		Season has ended.
 spin@teamedmonton.ca
7 classes, $28.00 per registrant.
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Directory & Events
EDMONTON EVENTS
Mondays

Boot Camp------------------------------  7-8pm
See Team Edmonton
Men’s HIV Support Group--------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See Youth Understanding Youth

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See Youth Understanding Youth

Men Talking with Pride----------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Movie Night------------------  6:30-8:30
See 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Ballroom Dancing--------------  7:30-8:30pm
See Team Edmonton

Mixed Badminton----------------------  8-10pm
See Team Edmonton
Jan13End of May

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Monthly Meetings---------------------- 2:30pm
 Unitarian Church (10804 119th Street)
See Edmonton Primetimers
 2nd

Thursdays

Saturdays

Curling---------------------------------  7:15pm
See Team Edmonton
Mar

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Naturalist Gettogether---------------------- ???
See Buck Naked Boys Club
 2nd

Tuesdays

Get Tested for STIs----------------------  3-6pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 Last

AA Big Book Study--------------------  12-1pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Monthly Meeting-----------------------  2:30pm
By Edmonton Primetimers
 2nd
 Unitarian Church, 10804 - 119th Street

In Town Show------------------------------ 9pm
By ISCWR at 13 PLAY

Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Out of Town Show------------------------- 9pm
By ISCWR at 14 FLASH

Bowling------------------------------------ 5pm
See Team Edmonton

Saturday, August 28th

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
TTIQ-------------------------------------  2-4pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd
Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
GLBT African Group----------------------- 6pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd
Community Potluck---------------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 Last
Swimming------------------------------ Evening
See Team Edmonton
Wednesdays

PFLAG---------------------------------  12:10pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 1st
Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

• Swimming (Making Waves)
 NAIT Pool
 swimming@teamedmonton.ca
• Tennis
 Kinsmen Sports Centre
 Sundays, 12pm-3pm
 tennis@teamedmonton.ca

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See Youth Understanding Youth
Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton
Intermediate Volleyball--------  7:30-9:30pm
See Team Edmonton
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Coronation 35-----------------------------  TBA
By ISCWR
 Coast Edmonton Plaza

Fridays

Victory Brunch---------------------------  11am
By ISCWR at 8 Prism

Womonspace Meeting---------  12:30-1:30pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 1st

Sunday, September 12th

Edmonton Illusions-------------------------- ???
See 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd
Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

• Sports and Recreation
 Brendan: 780-488-3234
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org

Restaurants
5 Garage Burger Bar & Grill--------------- 10242 106th St
 780-423-5014

 11528 - 89th Street
 780-474-0413
 brendalee@rodeodrive.ca
 http://www.rodeodrive.ca

Youth Understanding Youth
 780-248-1971
 www.yuyedm.ca
A support and social group for queer youth 12-25.

Friday, August 27th

Free School----------------------------  11-5pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd, 4th

• Volleyball, Free To Be Intermediate
 Amiskiwacy Academy (101 Airport Road)
 volleyball@teamedmonton.ca

Womonspace
 780-482-1794
 womonspace@gmail.com
 www.womonspace.ca
Women’s social group, but all welcome at events.

Thursday, August 26th

Running------------------------------  10-11am
See Team Edmonton

8 Prism Bar & Grill----------------------		See Edmonton - Bars and Clubs.

• Women’s Lacrosse
 Sharon: 780-461-0017
 Pam: 780-436-7374
Open to women 21+, experienced or not, all are
welcome. Call for info.

Pride Campout-------------------------  All Day
 Watipi Lodge, Blackfalds
Aug2

Swimming------------------------------ Evening
See Team Edmonton

• Ultimate Frisbee
 Sundays
		Summer Season starts July 12th
 ultimatefrisbee@teamedmonton.ca
E-mail if interested.

• Volleyball, Free To Be Recreational
 Mother Teresa School (9008 - 105 Ave)
 recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca
 Outdoor season, Sundays, 3-5pm

Sundays

Friday, July 30th

✰

Retail Stores
Rodéo Drive

His and hers fetish wear, toys, jewelry, etc.

Products & Services
Cruiseline
 780-413-7122 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca

Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.
Interactive Male
 780-409-3333 trial code 8871
 1-800-777-8000
 www.interactivemale.com

Robertson-Wesley United Church
 10209 - 123 St. NW
 780-482-1587
 jravenscroft@rwuc.org
 www.rwuc.org
 Worship: Sunday mornings at 10:30am
People of all sexual orientations welcome. Other
LGBT events include a monthly book club and
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Sunday, August 29th

AIDS Walk for Life-----------------------  11am
By 3 HIV Edmonton

Samsara Yoga----------------------  2-3:30pm
See Team Edmonton
Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range),  = Sponsored Event
a bi-monthly film night. As a caring spiritual
community, we’d love to have you join us!

Banff/Canmore

• Soul OUTing
 Second Sunday every month, 7pm
An LGBT-focused alternative worship.

Community Groups

• Film Night
 Bi-monthly, contact us for exact dates.
• Book Club
 Monthly, contact us for exact dates.
Same Gender Speed Dating Ltd.
 780-221-8535
 www.samegenderdating.com

An LGBT-focused alternative worship.
• Gay Male Speed Dating
 Boston Pizza Private Party Room, Whyte Ave
 TBA
Must pre-register to attend - please contact us.
• Lesbian Speed Dating
 Boston Pizza Private Party Room, Whyte Ave
 TBA
Must pre-register to attend - please contact us.

Theatre & Fine Arts
Exposure Festival
 http://www.exposurefestival.ca

Edmonton’s Queer Arts and Culture Festival.
The Roxy Theatre
 10708 124th Street, Edmonton AB
 780-453-2440
 www.theatrenetwork.ca

Mountain Pride
 BOX 4892, BANFF, AB, T1L 1G1
 Brian, 403-431-2569
 1-800-958-9632
 mountainpride@gaybanff.com
 www.gaybanff.com

Serving the GLBTQS community in Banff, Canmore,
Lake Louise and Area.

Lethbridge
Community Groups
GALA/LA
 403-308-2893
 http://www.galalethbridge.ca

Gay and Lesbian Alliance of Lethbridge and Area.
• Monthly Dances
 Henotic (402 - 2 Ave S)
Bring your membership card and photo ID.
• Monthly Potluck Dinners
 McKillop United Church, 2329 - 15 Ave S
GALA/LA will provide the turkey...you bring the rest.
Please bring a dish to share that will serve 4-6
people, and your own beverage.
• Support Line
 403-308-2893
 Monday OR Wednesday, 7pm-11pm
Leave a message any other time.

Directory & Events
LETHBRIDGE EVENTS

Fridays

Friday Mixer-----------------------------  10pm
See GALA/LA

• Friday Mixer
 The Mix (green water tower)
		103 Mayor Magrath Dr S
 Every Friday at 10pm
Gay & Lesbian Integrity Assoc. (GALIA)
 University of Lethbridge  galia@uleth.ca
GBLTTQQ club on campus.
• Movie Night
 Room C610, University of Lethbridge
Gay Youth Alliance Group
 Betty, 403-381-5260  bneil@chr.ab.ca
 Every second Wednesday, 3:30pm-5pm

Lethbridge HIV Connection
 1206 - 6 Ave S
PFLAG Canada
 lethbridgeab@pflagcanada.ca
 www.pflagcanada.com
Pride Lethbridge
 lethbridgepridefest@gmail.com

Red Deer
Community Groups
Affirm
 Sunnybrook United Church
 403-347-6073
 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7pm

Composed of LGBTQ people, their friends, family
and allies. No religious affiliation necessary.
Activities include support, faith and social justice
discussions, film nights, and potlucks!

Alberta
Community Groups
Central Alberta AIDS Network Society

 4611-50 Avenue, Red Deer, AB
 http://www.caans.org

The Central Alberta AIDS Network Society is the
local charity responsible for HIV prevention and
support in Central Alberta.
Western Canadian Pride Campout

 www.eventmasterinc.net

YouthSafe
 http://www.youthsafe.net

Alberta’s website for youth with sex-and-gender
differences. Youthsafe.net lists the resources,
information and services to help youth find safe and
caring spaces in Alberta.

Theatre & Fine Arts
Alberta Ballet
 http://www.albertaballet.com

Frequent productions in Calgary and Edmonton.

Canada
Community Groups
Alberta Trans Support/Activities Group
 http://www.albertatrans.org

A nexus for transgendered persons, regardless of
where they may be on the continuum.
Canadian Rainbow Health Coalition
 P.O. Box 3043, Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3S9
 (306) 955-5135
 1-800-955-5129
 http://www.rainbowhealth.ca

Egale Canada
 8 Wellington St E, Third Floor

		Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1C5
 1-888-204-7777
 www.egale.ca
Egale Canada is the national advocacy and lobby
organization for gay men, lesbians, bisexuals,
trans-identified people and our families.
Membership fees are pay-what-you-can, although
pre-authorized monthly donors are encouraged (and
get a free Egale Canada t-shirt). Egale has several
committees that meet by teleconference on a
regular basis; membership on these is national with
members from every region of Canada.

Products & Services
Squirt
 http://www.squirt.org

Website for dating and hook-ups. 18+ ONLY!

Theatre & Fine Arts
Broadway Across Canada
 http://www.broadwayacrosscanada.ca

OUTtv
 http://www.outtv.ca

GLBT Television Station.

Queeries

What about a gay pride “dress code”?
By Steven Petrow
Q: I’m looking forward to my city’s pride celebration later this month
but wondering if you have some suggestions on a “dress code” for those in
attendance. Here’s why I ask: On a day that our community gets so much
attention from the news media and from straight people, I think it’s a shame
that so many of my brothers and sisters don’t clean up their act, so to speak,
so that we can present a more wholesome face to the country. I mean, why do
so many gay men and lesbians need to show up in full drag or leather?
A: I hope you’re not suggesting I ask Dykes on Bikes to refrain from
kicking off pride parades in cities across the country. While they’re certainly
front and center for logistical reasons (you wouldn’t want to march in front
of them after all), there’s also another more important explanation: They are
symbolic of the defiance, freedom and, yes, gay pride, that was birthed during
the Stonewall Rebellion in 1969. Ever since, they along with groups dressing
in the particular styles you mention have been criticized for presenting a
“face” of LGBT people to the world that’s too provocative. In the 90s, two gay
Harvard intellectuals, one a psychologist and the other an ad man, proposed
exactly what you are: that gays must portray themselves in a positive way to
straight America if they are to win the battle for legal and social rights.
I’d suggest that there is a time and place for everything. Pride festivities
provide a brief moment every year to recall the birth of the modern LGBT civil
rights movement, which we do happen to owe to a group of drag queens and
trans people, among others. Even the marriage-equality movement is about
inclusion and diversity. If the more mainstream parts of our community push
the leather and drag communities to the side, literally and metaphorically,
we’ll have erased the essence of gay pride.
At the same time, I think the reason we have groups like the National
Center for Lesbian Rights and the Human Rights Campaign, is, indeed, to
present a more “wholesome” front—complete with suit and tie—that is no
doubt more effective in Congressional hearings and in state legislatures
across the country.
Not that I wouldn’t also like to see more variety of images in the media
during our pride celebrations. I think it’s a shame—perhaps laziness, if not
homophobia—that most cameras settle on the louder and racier scenes, and
miss out on great stories about lower-profile groups like the Trevor Project (a
suicide prevention group for LGBT people), as well as gay athletes, seniors,
activists, teen groups, and so on.

Is it cool to come out on Facebook?

Q: I’ve wanted to come out for years, but I’m a senior in college now
and haven’t found the courage to tell anyone. Recently I’ve been thinking
about just updating my Facebook profile before I tell my friends or family.
What do you think about that?
A: Coming out online has its benefits. Making your announcement
to so many people at once can be liberating, and you don’t have to go
through the hassle of having the same conversation a dozen times.
But I’m afraid using social networking sites this way is no replacement
for direct, in-person conversations. In your case, I think it’s especially
unwise because you say you’re having trouble speaking up offline about
your sexuality. The first step in any successful coming out is getting
comfortable enough to talk about it. Then, tell your closest friends,
parents, siblings, and others you care about—in person. After that, it’s
fine to note on your profile that you’re interested “in men” or “in women”
and see where that leads you.
One final note: You mention that you’re a college senior, so presumably
you’ll be seeking a job upon graduation. Remember that anything you
post on a social networking site is forever. So it’s in your interest to think
carefully about who else may have access to whatever information you
post—today and down the road.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1757
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Theatre

The Calgary Fringe Festival
Nine Days of the Truly Unique
By Dallas Barnes
One thing that makes Calgary a unique summer city is the
fact that for two months solid, one can spend each day at a
different festival. If you are wondering where to go next, and
are looking for something that is both unique and well worth
your time, make sure you check out The Calgary Fringe Festival
taking place July 30th until August 7th.
Wondering “what the fringe” you can find at Fringe Festival?
According to Michele Gallant, Festival Director and Producer,
Fringe is not your typical week of the arts.
“Think of it like a potluck dinner, there is something for
everybody. All the theater artists performing in the Festival are
chosen from a lottery. The Festival is uncensored and unbiased
in that there is very little consideration as to what level you are
at. All I ask is that there is a disclaimer before every show, and it
is not against the law. “
There is indeed a plethora of performances that deserve
checking out. There is the Inglewood Sunfest on July 31,
highlighting all that 9th Street SE has to offer. Included will be
street performers, pie eating contests, a vintage car show, a kid’s
zone, and much more.
Running for the full duration of the Festival is the photography
exhibit, 101 Naked Calgarians from Exposed Calgary. Intrigued?
You should be. This exhibit displays ordinary Calgarians doing
ordinary things. The only thing extraordinary is the fact that
they are doing these things in the buff.
The indoor performances are so diverse, anybody could be
entertained. Gallant agrees, “When I am asked what is good, I
answer, what are you in the mood for? There is something for
everybody.” For those that have never been to The Fringe Festival,
she says, “these are one hour shows at the most. Dedicate one
hour to it and see what you think.”
There are many shows that have queer content, if that is what
you are looking for. Phone Whore by Cameryn Moore may pique
your interest: “Truth and taboo collide in this intimate visit with
a phone sex operator. Listen closely: she may change your views
on sex forever.” Perhaps stories of hot threesome one-night
stands and the perils of personal ads will catch your interest,
in Seeking by Heat and Hot Water Productions. Whatever your
taste, there is something to please you.
Calgary Sun readers may recognize the playwright of one of The
Fringe’s productions: Almost a Love Story by Louis B. Hobson.
Not only is he an Entertainment columnist for the Sun, but
also the playwright of this performance: “Daniel, a 20-year-old
university student, discovers that his recently deceased father
was having an affair and that his father’s mistress was a mister.
Daniel decides to confront his father’s lover in order to discover
who his father really was. The play explores love on all levels.”
Being a part of this year’s Fringe Festival was a bit of a
fluke, according to Hobson. “We were lucky. After winning this
year’s Calgary Region One Act Festival and the Best Play at the
Provincial One Acts at Whitecourt, we were told that being a part
of The Calgary Fringe Festival was included with the award.” This
is much to the good fortune of the Fringe Festival’s audience, as
this play is not to be missed.
“This play asks how we are meant to love. It explores the world
of bisexuality, as that was who Daniel’s father was. He could
function on both sides of sexuality, yet the fact that his wife
never knew causes a myriad of other problems. It also explores
how we express love. He never set out to hurt his wife, which
makes him somewhat of a sympathetic character.”
“What is great is what this story asks. Many people wanted to
talk to me after the play’s previous showings. They had stories of
understanding and familiarity with the characters. It encouraged
a great deal of discussion, which is what I think, is important.”

24

GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine #81, July 2010

So, what is holding you back from checking out The Calgary
Fringe Festival? Says Michele Gallant, “All of the venues are
in walking distance and there is no ticket over $15. 80% of the
ticket sales go back to the artists, and the remaining 20% goes
to operation costs. There are artists from all over the world
attending the festival. 60% are local, 20% are national, and 20%
are international.”
This is purely an artist’s venue. The Fringe Festival requires
all guests to purchase a Fringe button for only $5.00. All of the
money raised by the buttons goes back to the Festival to ensure
it can successfully run again.
Make sure you experience some of Fringe this year!

The Calgary Fringe Festival
July 30th-August 7th, 2010
www.calgaryfringefestival.carbonpop.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1758
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 Interview - From Page 10
GayCalgary: You mention issues at Sony, but do you feel
like you can get away with more now than you could earlier in
your career?
Cyndi: Well, I’m the boss now. And I said that I could do
it (laughs). Listen, right now America is singing the blues. We
are all singing the blues. It’s hard. So I tried to pick songs that
speak about the times that we’re living in now. The things that
are timeless issues.
GayCalgary: Do you have any plans to take any classic songs,
like “She Bop,” and give them a blues makeover for the tour?
Cyndi: I already did. But I’m not saying, because it’s really
fun. It’s so funny, but kind of cool.
GayCalgary: You’ve been working hard on the “Give a Damn”
campaign. What do you hope to achieve with it?
Cyndi: To raise awareness. Bring the straight community in
to support our brothers and sisters in the gay community.
GayCalgary: You’ve been a supporter for a while, but what
was the moment where you really started to “Give a Damn”?
Cyndi: Well, I always did. But I realized that you could
actually do something, and so I tried. It was step by step by
step that I realized, Oh, that’s what’s happening. Well, I can do
this to help that. So now I’m here.
GayCalgary: You established a relationship with Lady Gaga
while working with her on the Viva Glam campaign for MAC to
spread AIDS awareness.
Cyndi: Wonderful artist. Very inspirational.
GayCalgary: What do you make of this Gaga and Christina
Aguilera rivalry?
Cyndi: Well, that’s because they’re both blondes. You’ve got
to let that stuff go. That’s just people not having enough to write
about in the paper. It’s like wrestling – good guy, bad guy. Like
me and Madonna, I doubt that it’s real.
GayCalgary: Do you remember any tension between you and
Madonna?

Cyndi: No! Are you kidding? She was always inspirational for
me. I always felt like she was my sister from another mother
(laughs) because we were kind of partners in crime out there,
in an odd way. When I saw the “Like a Prayer” video, I was like,
“Yes!”
GayCalgary: Because you were feeling the same way?
Cyndi: Well, every Catholic schoolgirl does.
GayCalgary: Have you entertained the idea of doing a duet
with Lady Gaga?
Cyndi: Nope. She’s really, really, really stretched right now.
She’s got a lot of people on her.
GayCalgary: If it does happen, you’ll send the gays to homo
heaven. And say it did, have you thought about how it might
sound?
Cyndi: No. I told her, “Listen, know that my door is always
open.” You never know. What the heck! She’s in her moment
right now – let her have some time, space, happiness. Let her
do her thing.
GayCalgary: Are you thinking ahead to which genre you want
to explore on the next album?
Cyndi: No, I’m not thinking that far ahead. I’m doing this and
I’m writing the music for Kinky Boots with different partners,
and I’m just thinking about what I need to do right now. I know
I’m going to do other things. I signed a production deal with
Mark Burnett. I’m looking forward to working with him and I
hope that that happens soon.
GayCalgary: That’s the reality show, right?
Cyndi: Yeah, that’s a reality show, but I kind of want to make
it funny, too, like a comedy.
GayCalgary: Your life must be pretty comical then, huh?
Cyndi: Sometimes I think all that’s missing are the dancing
bears rolling through.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1754
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Politics

Anglicans Continue Tradition of “Compromise”
By Stephen Lock
The Anglican Church of Canada continues to be unable
to reach agreement on the, to them, fractious issue of
same-sex marriage between GLBTQ Anglicans (and
anybody else, it is assumed).
The church recently concluded its tri-annual General Synod
in Halifax during which clergy and the lay leadership dealt with
church policy. One of the issues on the table was that of whether
or not the church, as a whole, would permit individual dioceses
(which normally have the authority to act autonomously in
certain matters of policy) to bless same-sex unions.
The members resolved to continue to “engage in theological
and scriptural study of human sexuality” and agreed to include
“the voices of gays and lesbians” in that discussion. I would
think so. This is, after all, an issue that directly affects us.
However, despite the centrality of the issue in many gay and
lesbian lives, it would appear we do not have the final say in
how the church is to respond to us. That decision lies within
the hierarchy and, given the number of years the church has
been struggling with the issues of not just same-sex marriage
but homosexuality in general, the hierarchy is not going to
reach a consensus on this any time soon.
Meanwhile, gay and lesbian Anglicans are left in a sort of
no-man’s land where they are told they are included in the
body and bosom of the church, yet inclusion is tenuous. I
suppose they are included as long as they don’t create too
much of a ruckus about being queer. As long as we remain
“nice little homosexuals” and accommodate the more sensitive
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souls within our respective congregations, to say nothing of the
Communion itself, we are welcome. It’s rather like being told
by family that we are loved and accepted so long as we don’t
always go on about that homosexuality thing. And forget about
bringing your partner to family gatherings, I mean, geez...do we
really have to flaunt it in Aunt Millie’s face?
Actually...yeah.
General Synod was a nine-day event during which numerous
small group discussions were held. Anyone who has ever
attended a conference knows about these sort of discussions.
Everyone sits around for hours drinking far too much coffee
and debates the issue before them, each person having an
opportunity to speak to their point of view and try and convince
the rest of the folk of the veracity of that opinion. Eventually,
sometimes, some sort of consensus is reached...consensus
being a politically-correct term for I’ll cede on this point if you
cede on that point. In order to reach consensus one must focus
on The Greater Good and be willing to give up certain positions
on an issue so that the group can “move forward”. It’s all about
compromise. Quid pro quo - something for something.
Now compromise is not necessarily a bad thing and we could
probably use more of it in world affairs. It beats the hell out
of firing missiles at each other and bombing the beejeebers out
of each others’ cities. But compromise also means seeking a
middle road, one that everyone can at least live with, even if they
can’t totally accept it in their hearts. Those who hold out for
their positions are too often seen as intransigent and difficult,
and just not being team players. There is too often a subtle
psychological pressure to conform to the group. “Compromise”
is sometimes a tricky thing...
Once the small groups have reached consensus, their
recommendations are then brought to the large group, in this
case the Synod itself. The larger group then debates the smaller
groups’ recommendations and it, in turn, works towards its own
consensus. It’s a slow, cumbersome and exhausting process
but one the Worldwide Anglican Communion prides itself on
having.
After all this, the church ultimately decided not to make a
“legislative decision” after all.
In its statement, the Synod said “for many members of
General Synod, there is a deep sadness that, at this time, there
is no common mind.” The idea of common mind is central to the
Worldwide Anglican Communion and is the base upon which it
is built; it is at the core of what it means to be “Anglican.”
The Synod statement continued, stating “we acknowledge the
pain that our diversity in this matter causes.”
The Anglican Church is adept at hitting the middle road
in almost all its policies and certainly has long been good at

turning a good phrase. What the church refers to as “diversity”
is doublespeak for dithering. After all these years of discussion,
campaigning by both sides of the issue, more discussion and
lots of headache and heartache, the church still cannot reach
a decision.
Part of that lies with the conservative African and Asian bishops
who are vehemently opposed to any sort of accommodation for
homosexuals, and homosexuality within the church. As was
pointed out by Archdeacon Paul Feheley, Principal Secretary to
Archbishop Fred Hiltz and the Canadian Primate, the debate at
this Synod was “respectful” and the tone of the debate was “far
less hostile” than previous years.
Certainly in previous discussions, the African and Asian
bishops along with other conservative - one might even say
right wing - elements within the Anglican Communion engaged
in ultimatums, threats, and considerable anger, going so far as
to threaten to split the church by leaving it and forming their
own, more traditional, version of Anglicanism. This threat of
schism has thrown the mainstream church into an absolute
tizzy and it appears it is willing to do whatever it needs to do in
order to prevent such a schism, even if it means hanging gay
and lesbian Anglicans out to dry.
It should be noted that the African and Asian bishops engaged
in some pretty nefarious arguments to drive their point home.
In their view, homosexuality is a vestige of their oppressive
colonial past, visited upon them by decadent white colonial
masters. This is somewhat disingenuous on their part.
While colonialism was certainly not open to embracing
indigenous traditions and customs and, in fact, actively and
often savagely tried to stamp them out, to suggest same-sex
behaviour within tribal cultures was unheard in pre-colonial
times is incorrect. Tribal cultures often institutionalized samesex behaviour through shamanism and coming of age rituals.
While not “homosexual” in the Western sense of the word,
and certainly not “gay or lesbian”, such behaviour did involve
sexual activity between males (and, to a lesser and certainly a
less documented extent, between females).
It should also be noted that the African and Asian bishops’
appear to be taking a somewhat ala carte approach to things.
While claiming “colonialism” was evil and oppressive (and
an argument can certainly be made for that), they choose to
embrace and benefit from one of the key elements of their
erstwhile colonial masters; the Church. There is an element of
irony in condemning “vestiges of colonialism” while maintaining
ties with the very church those colonial masters introduced;
and, in fact, trying to recreate the church in the Victorian
image of that era and refusing, at least in this instance, to move
towards any liberalizing of the Communion.
At the last Synod held in Winnipeg in 2007, the Anglican
Church in Canada decided, on a technicality, to not allow
individual dioceses the right to decide whether priests could
bless same-sex unions. The Anglican Church is premised on a
congregationalist model rather than a strictly hierarchial model.
What this means is, within the Worldwide Anglican Communion,
individual dioceses have far more authority to self-govern than
they do in, for instance, the Roman Catholic Church. To use
a secular example, if the Worldwide Communion can be seen
as a federalist body, then individual divisions within that body
(which interestingly enough are referred to as provinces just as
our political federalist confederation has) have the right to selfrealization and governance within the general guidelines set out
by the parent body. In turn, within individual provinces (the
Anglican Church of Canada being one such province within the
Communion), dioceses likewise are permitted a certain degree
of autonomy.
To have the General Synod, which is responsible for policy
guidelines, to essentially disallow diocesean authority in this
matter is almost anathema to Anglican philosophy.
To further complicate matters, the 300 delegates at Synod
agreed to the idea of disallowing dioceses to decide for themselves
whether to bless same-sex unions or not. It should be noted,
the blessing of same-sex unions by a priest is not the same as

Continued on Page 42 

Q Scopes

“It’s good to talk, Aquarius!”

With outer planets hanging out near the cusps, Mercury
entering Leo and Venus into Virgo kick off a lot of
issues. Being cute, outspoken and constructively critical
(let’s hope!) will have broad ramifications. Modesty,
compassion and forethought are always good to check
before speaking.



ARIES (March 20 – April 19): Playful banter can help
stimulate a better work environment, but not too playful lest
your intentions are misunderstood. Spontaneous provocation
has its place, but strategic consulting with colleagues will
probably prove more effective.
TAURUS (April 20 – May 20): Your new playful streak could
come off as critical and bitchy. Sometimes a Bette Davis
impression just can’t make it right. One should never let go of
the Golden Rule – but’cha are, Blanche! Well, you easily could.
Be extra mindful and considerate!





GEMINI (May 21- June 20): You have a lot to say and it feels
very important to you. Your family and boss may disagree. Look
for a new perspective and tweak your message a bit. Listen to
friends with radical, challenging suggestions.
CANCER (June 21- July 22): Even if changing jobs seems
risky these days, consider taking the chance. Staying where
you are could be worse. Any current dissatisfaction with your
job invites self-sabotage. Seek advice from a friend experienced
in the work you want to do.
LEO (July 23 – August 22): However you identify with your
words, some separation is good. Your partner can help open
you up to powerful new ideas. Look past long-held notions
to your most basic values; it’s better to take in those fresh
notions.
VIRGO (August 23 – September 22): Step out of the social
whirl for a bit. Focus on taking care of yourself inside and out.
A new look should honor your age, not hide it. Knowing your
limits can help you zero in on your strengths.
LIBRA (September 23 – October 22): Conflicted about social
opportunities? You may be better off in quiet retreat with
fewer, better friends. Favor the more productive and creative
ones. Save time and energy for your partner, even if you don’t
have one – yet.
SCORPIO (October 23 – November 21): Balancing friendly
conversations with the boss, and maintaining friendships with
colleagues, and could get you a huge promotion. Never forget
where you came from and that going up the ladder helps you
to pull others up after.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 – December 20): Showing off
newfound wisdom could quickly force you to admit to the limits
of your recent learning. Instead, ask thoughtful questions of
a real expert. Don’t be shy! An outré creative approach could
spark new directions and insights for both of you.
CAPRICORN (December 21 – January 19): Sex seems to be
shifting from practice to theory. That’s OK, especially if you
consider deeply what it’s all about. Old messages on the topic
take sudden relevance. Tapes to erase? Valuable but forgotten
lessons? You could be surprised.
AQUARIUS (January 20 – February 18): Your sex life should
be picking up pretty well. What does your partner say about
that? A discussion on the topic is at least in order. People do
change and grow. Even if everything is hunky-dory, it’s good
to talk.
PISCES (February 19 – March 19): Being playful is important,
but for now focus more on the actual work and responsibility of
your relationship, real or hypothetical. When you feel uncertain
and use your partner for grounding that may be unfair to him
or her.
Jack Fertig, a professional astrologer since 1977, is available for personal and
business consultations in person in San Francisco, or online everywhere. He can
be reached at 415-864-8302, through his Web site at www.starjack.com.
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Gossip
a household name but known in Hollywood for his off-kilter
wit and hilarious writer’s sensibility, White is the man who not
only competed along with his own gay father on The Amazing
Race, but also penned School of Rock, Chuck and Buck and
directed the strange and strangely funny Year of The Dog.
His new script, the comedy Babe in The Woods, is on track to
be Fleischer’s third feature, right after he finishes the caper
comedy 30 Minutes or Less starring Jesse Eisenberg, Danny
McBride and Aziz Ansari. No one’s cast for it yet, but the plot
concerns a female Yale freshman who becomes a mafia target.
So think The Sopranos meets… The House Bunny?

Anthony Rapp stages Without You
Few Broadway musicals of the past 20 years have inspired
as intense a subculture of fandom as Rent. It’s not simply a
show its devotees like, it’s a show they love for wildly varied,
intimate and personal reasons and will see it over and over,
sometimes developing connections even to the cast. Anthony
Rapp, one of those original cast members, seems to feel the
same way about the show. It inspired a memoir Without You,
about his experiences with the show and about the death of his
mother, and now the book will become a stage musical all its
own. Rapp has turned Without You into a one-man production
that will debut in September at this year’s New York Musical
Theater Festival and will feature original songs as well as music
from R.E.M. and Rent’s creator, the late Jonathan Larson.
Rentheads, book your tickets now.

Tiffany + Debbie = Mega Python Vs Gatoroid

 Cynthia Nixon - photo courtesy of New Line Cinema

Deep Inside Hollywood
Cynthia Nixon catches The Big C
Romeo San Vicente
Time to shake the embarrassing sands of Abu Dhabi from
Cynthia Nixon’s resume with some fresh work, wouldn’t we all
agree? Well, she’s got some – and the new gig will take her right
back to a premium cable channel sitcom, Showtime’s upcoming
Laura Linney-and-Gabourey Sidibe-starring cancer dramedy
The Big C. It debuts Aug. 16, and during the show’s inaugural
stretch of episodes – it’s assumed some remission time will be
involved if it gets picked up for multiple seasons – Nixon will
play Linney’s long-lost college roommate for a four-episode
story arc (Idris Elba will also guest star for a four-episode run).
There’s no word on whether her character will eventually be
recurring, but it’s a good casting move all the same, since Nixon
brings with her that acerbic voice from her own hit franchise.
That’s tone a comic looks at chemotherapy will probably employ
in large quantity.

Zombieland director takes on White’s Babe
Call it beginner’s luck if you want, but the reality is that
Ruben Fleischer, who made his directing debut with the
surprise hit horror-comedy Zombieland, has been in the
business working his way up the ranks for some time now and
he’s had a cool queer ally along the way: Mike White. Still not
28
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Syfy network fooled us all once with the so-bad-it-zoomedright-past-good-and-landed-back-at-just-plain-old-boringand-bad Mega Shark vs Giant Octopus (but seriously, how do
you turn the most awesome TV movie title ever into something
so sleepy and lame?). And so, as the saying goes, shame on
them! But now they want to make us say shame on us by
attempting to manufacture a camp film again? OK, yes, the title
is great: this time it’s Mega Python vs Gatoroid, and not only
will Deborah Gibson (formerly Debbie, and make sure you say
it right or she’ll cut you) be reprising her scientist role from the
first movie, but her ’80s bubblegum pop star archrival Tiffany is
also going to be in it. And, well, OK, we are also intrigued by the
concept of a “gatoroid” because that just sounds like an animal
made of electrolyte-containing sports drinks. So… yes, we’re in.
It airs sometime in 2011. Shame on us.
Romeo San Vicente, by popular demand, has also decided to apply
the “mega” prefix to his own name. He can be reached care of this
publication or at DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.
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Cocktail Chatter
“Don’t Cry for Me, Margarita”
By Ed Sikov
Craig was giddy on the ferry. “Margaritas are my favorite
drink!” He clapped his dimpled hands in excitement and
began sing-songing, “Goodie goodie gumdrops!”
He was still jolly because I had withheld my control-freakish
plan. I had no intention of using that sticky-sweet frozen
concentrate he loved, and I was too much of a food snob to even
let the bottled pigswill variety into the house. Once, in a notorious
act of radical foodie-ism, I poured Sal’s bottle of Yucatan Yuri’s
Primo-Papi Mix off the deck. Before I had a chance to tell an
outrageous lie about Yucatan Yuri’s whereabouts, Sal saw me,
rushed outside in a fury, and punched me in the shoulder. We
didn’t speak for a month.
“We need frozen concentrate, of course. We do have orange
liqueur….”
“I have to tell you something,” I began, but the two nasty
Pomeranians owned by the cable sex show hostess Raven Wren
– who apparently didn’t have enough smarmy gay men around
her in the city, so she bought a place in the Pines – suddenly
defined the term “bad canine karma” by attacking a distraught
muscle-boy’s twin white Shih Tzus. The ensuing screeching
and yelping (by Raven) drowned out further discussion.
We were in the grocery’s frozen foods section with one of
Craig’s giant-size Cabbage-Patch-Kids fists engulfing a can of
corn syrup with artificial lime flavor when I yanked it out of his
hand; declared, “We’re not using that”; and threw it back into
the freezer. Craig looked stricken. “Let’s make our Margaritas

from scratch, OK?” I demanded, none too consolingly. “I don’t
want scratch,” Craig whined; “I want my Margaritas! Why are
you so mean ? Why can’t I have what I want?” Then came big
whopping tears streaming down his colossal face, which rippled
with despair.
At first I was mortified. But I’m here to tell you that mortification
is preferable to the near-suicidal guilt that followed. I wasn’t on
the ferry any more so I couldn’t jump off. I could do nothing
but hate myself to the bone. “Don’t cry! Get what you want!
I’ll make Margaritas my way, and you make yours your way.” I
pulled the can of frozen concentrate out of the freezer. “See?” I
said, putting the wretched junk into our cart. Then I took one of
Craig’s soft hands in mine and led him toward the unsweetened
lime juice.
The Margarita, Two Ways
Craig’s way: Dump a can of children’s frozen concentrate into
a blender, add ice and enough tequila to keep everyone from
realizing how crummy the drink tastes, and press “ultra-high”;
if you’re lucky you’ll forget to put the top on the blender.
My way – makes four cocktails:
3/4-cup inexpensive white Tequila (it’s dumb to waste
fine tequila by drowning it in a Margarita, but then I’m a
cheapskate)
1/3-cup unsweetened lime juice
1/4-cup orange liqueur (we had Orange Curacao on hand
– you can use any type)
1/4-cup Really Simple Syrup (you can buy Simple Syrup
ready-made, or you can boil sugar and water and stand around
staring at a candy thermometer, or you can make Really Simple
Syrup by putting equal parts sugar and water in a jar and
shaking it until the sugar dissolves)
Pour some flaked salt onto one small plate and a thin layer of
lime juice onto another. Add all ingredients to a large cocktail
shaker with some ice; shake. Dip the rim of each glass first in
the juice and then in the salt, then pour the Margaritas in the
center.
Ed Sikov is the author of Dark Victory; The Life of Bette Davis, and other
books about films and filmmakers.
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Out of Town

Exploring Coastal Maine

 Boats in Camden Harbour

By Andrew Collins
Maine’s classically quaint seaside towns and breezy
beaches seem tailor-made for a relaxing vacation and
sure enough, the state’s coastal sections are invaded by
pleasure seekers all summer. Prestigious, blue-blood
retreats like Kennebunkport and Camden overflow
with magnificent estates, while the pristine scenery
of Acadia National Park and Camden Hills State Park
draw scads of hikers and bikers. Artsy and gay-popular
Ogunquit makes a wonderfully low-keyed alternative to
Provincetown, while hip Portland and up-and-coming
Rockland offer sophisticated arts and dining.
The state’s shoreline twists and turns for an astonishing
3,478 miles - counting every inlet, cove, and bay; only the
states of Alaska, Florida and Louisiana can claim more miles of
waterfront. You could spend all summer exploring the dozens
of inviting hamlets up and down the coast.
The southwestern edge of the state - just 70 miles from
Boston and about 300 miles from both Montreal and New York
City - is not only the most accessible, it has the most to offer
gay and lesbian travelers. The region extends from the bustling
outlet-shopping hub of Kittery north through Ogunquit and up
to Kennebunkport.
Fringed by a lovely 3-mile beach, tiny Ogunquit first developed
a discernible gay following in the 1930s, with the opening of one
of the country’s first successful summer theaters, the Ogunquit
Playhouse. It still presents first-rate theatrical productions
today. The gay presence grew in the ‘60s, when hippies and
beatniks started regularly renting cottages and homes here. By
30
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the following decade the scene fully blossomed with the opening
of a gay guest house, as well as a disco called Anabelle’s (still
open but now called O2).
U.S. 1 and Shore Road, the main drags through the village,
bustle with funky shops, art galleries, boutiques and several
good restaurants. It’s a very short walk to the beach from just
about any point in town. Ogunquit supports a pair of lively
gay nightclubs, a piano lounge, and several restaurants with
inviting bars. In a state where beaches can sometimes be
pebbly or difficult to access, Ogunquit has one of Maine’s most
celebrated ones - the northern reaches of this fine, golden spit
of sand draw a predominantly lesbian and gay crowd.
Consider an excursion south to Kittery’s hundreds of mid- and
high-end outlet shops. Or check out York’s Stonewall Kitchen
- nearly 20 years ago, a local gay couple named Jonathan King
and Jim Stott started selling their fabulous jams, mustards,
relishes and sauces at a farmers market. They soon formed
this now-internationally renowned emporium and mail-order
company of delicious gourmet foods. For the best scenery on
this trip, follow Shore Road south from Ogunquit through York’s
Cape Neddick, where you can stop for a picnic at the park that
overlooks the dignified Nubble Lighthouse (built in 1879).
There are about a dozen gay-oriented accommodations in
Ogunquit, most of them male-owned but catering to a mix
of women and men. Just a few of the excellent possibilities
include Moon Over Maine (http://www.moonovermaine.com),
a fully restored 1830s Cape-style house with period-decor,
well-chosen art, and a great location in the heart of the village;
and the reasonably priced Ogunquit Beach Inn (http://www.
ogunquitbeachinn.com), a handsome little 1920s compound
comprising a main house with five guest rooms, as well as two

cottages with full kitchens (rented weekly). A bit more upscale
are the lovely Gazebo Inn (http://www.gazeboguesthouse.com),
a handsome 14-room property with two hot tubs and a gym and
sauna; and the beautifully situated Rockmere Lodge (http://
www.rockmere.com), which is just off the famed Marginal Way
walking path - most rooms have ocean views.
Charming Portland lies within striking distance of Ogunquit,
perfect if you need a dose of urbanity. Don’t overlook this
youthful, progressive city as a base, either, especially if you’d
rather browse museums and stroll along shop-filled streets
than loll about on the beach. Portland claims a dynamic arts
scene and some of the best restaurants in Maine. You can also
check out a few very fun GLBT nightspots.
The city crowns a hilly peninsula, surrounded by rivers and
harbors - you’ll see water from many points and find the bulk
of the city’s best restaurants, shops and bars in the historic Old
Port district, a warren of cobbled lanes and vintage redbrick
warehouses fringed by a phalanx of wharves. A short drive or
moderate walk puts you square in Portland’s West End, where
grand sea captains’ mansions mingle with smaller row houses.
More than two decades of intense rehabilitation have given the
neighborhood a graceful countenance, and lesbians and gay
men have restored many of these homes.
In the heart of downtown’s arts district, the gay-friendly
Eastland Park Hotel (http://www.eastlandparkhotel.com) has
tastefully appointed rooms with handsome colonial-inspired
furnishings - several units have kitchens. Amenities include a
well-equipped fitness center, and a rooftop lounge with great city
views. More intimate gay-popular options include the historic
Inn at ParkSpring (http://www.innatparkspring.com), which
is just steps from the Portland Art Museum and six warmly
furnished rooms; and the Morrill Mansion B&B (http://www.
morrillmansion.com), a 19th-century mansion on a picturesque
West End Street - the seven tasteful room contains period-style
furnishings.
To see a less-developed side of the state, it’s about a twohour drive from Portland - much of it along a very scenic
stretch of U.S. 1 - to the resort communities along western
Penobscot Bay, including Rockland and Camden. You’re not
going to encounter as many gay travelers out this way, but
there are a handful of very gay-friendly accommodations.
Maine’s Mid-Coast is a place for quiet vacations, ideal if you’re
a hiker, photographer, fishing enthusiast, or sailor. Camden
is home to a fleet of Windjammer sailing ships (http://www.
mainewindjammercruises.com), which can be booked not only
on multiple-day excursions throughout the region but also for
afternoon jaunts along Penobscot Bay.
The craggy 1,000-ft peaks of Camden Hills State Park are a
regional highlight; you can tread along more than 20 miles of
rugged nature and hiking trails through this dramatic 5,500acre paradise, and overnight in a 112-site camping area. The
once-workaday town of Rockland has blossomed of late, with
several outstanding restaurants and cafes. The key draw here
is one of the foremost small art collections in the nation, the
Farnsworth Art Museum, which contains works by many noted
Maine painters, including the George Bellows, Louise Nevelson,
and the Wyeth . The on-site Wyeth Center explores that famous
family of painters.
Rockland’s elegant, yet reasonably priced LimeRock Inn, is
operated by a knowledgeable and friendly couple Frank Isganitis
& P.J. Walter, who prepare a delicious breakfast each morning.
Rooms in this handsome Queen Anne Victorian are done in
period style, but with such modern perks as flat-panel TVs
with HDTV/DVD and clock radios with iPod docks. First-rate
restaurants and galleries are just steps away. The gay-owned
Camden Harbour Inn (http://www.camdenharbourinn.com),
with its spectacular location overlooking the town’s harbor,
is ideal for a luxury getaway - the 18 rooms and suites are
sumptuously appointed, and the on-site restaurant, Natalie’s,
serves exceptional contemporary American fare.
Still about 75 miles farther “down east” (Maine lingo for in
the direction of the Canadian Maritimes - “down” refers to the
fact that longitude decreases as you travel east), lies Mt. Desert

Island. Here you’ll find the resort town of Bar Harbor and the
adjacent 40,000-acre Acadia National Park. A 27-mile Loop
Road meanders through the park, accessing trailheads and
many scenic vistas. Some hiking trails climb up to 1,530-foot
Cadillac Mountain, the highest point on the Eastern Seaboard,
and still others hug the granite-strewn shore. In Bar Harbor,
the Abbe Museum, set in the 1893 former YMCA overlooking
the village green, contains an enormous trove of artifacts and
exhibits that trace the state’s Native American history.
Bar Harbor has dozens of motels, hotels and inns, among
them the gay-friendly Anne’s White Column Inn (http://www.
anneswhitecolumns.com) and its sister property, the larger and
more elegant Cleftstone Manor (http://www.cleftstone.com).
The advantage of Anne’s White Column Inn is its close proximity
to area shopping and dining. One other excellent LGBT-friendly
option in Bar Harbor is the Aysgarth Station (http://www.
aysgarth.com), which is quite affordable and located very close
to several good restaurants.
With so long a shoreline and so relatively small a population,
Maine offers one precious commodity that’s all too rare in the
northeastern U.S.: space. Although parts of the coast has
been developed with mini-golf centers and condo colonies,
the majority of it remains beautifully preserved and ideal for a
memorable getaway.
Andrew Collins covers gay travel for the New York Times-owned website
About.com and is the author of Fodor’s Gay Guide to the USA. He can be
reached care of this publication or at OutofTown@qsyndicate.com.
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Photography
Apollo AGM - Calgary

ISCCA AGM - Calgary

Edmonton Pride Centre Brunch - Edmonton
Calgary Outlink AGM - Calgary

ISCCA Show at the Texas Lounge - Calgary
Edmonton Pride Centre Dance at Prism - Edmonton
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Concert Review

 Photos by Biliao Bekor

The Lilith Experience
By Jason Clevett
You would think McMahon Stadium had never hosted an
event before. The home of the Calgary Stampeders left a very
negative impression on the attendees of Lilith Fair in Calgary
on June 27th. Attempting to avoid lines I arrived shortly before
4:30 and spent over 30 minutes waiting for them to process 8
people in line ahead of me. Walking into the venue saw more
lines, for drinks, for food (which they ran out of several times),
for bathrooms. From an organizational standpoint, it was a
nightmare. Many fans grumbled that they likely would not
return to Lilith again at McMahon.
Fans showed up to discover their view blocked by a giant tent. Other
fans who shelled out $150 for “general admission” on the field saw their
space filled with a line up for drinks. It’s fairly clear, based on the show,
why Edmonton’s Commonwealth Stadium sees the likes of Bon Jovi, U2,
and The Police while McMahon does not.
“I have never been to an outdoor concert, and have only ever been to
McMahon Stadium once before. It was a beautiful day to have it outside.
I didn’t mind the venue as far as the seats and sound system. The rest
of the venue was not the greatest although I am not sure I would know
what to suggest to have made it any better,” said Heather Steele, who
won tickets from the GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine online draw,
after the show. “I arrived at 3:15 hoping to avoid the 2pm rush of people
but instead I got stuck in the Will Call line for about an hour so I did miss
the stuff in the parking lot. I could hear the performers so that was ok.
They could have done a better job of managing the re-assigned tickets so
that people just wanting to pick up will call tickets didn’t have to wait in
line with all the cranky people who were mad that their original tickets
were cancelled. Or [have] someone there to let them know what was
happening with the tickets and the reason they were being reassigned.
The theme of the day was line ups, line ups and more line ups. The line
ups for food were insane. They even ran out of food!”
“Deva” Dave Richards had a similar experience, he said.
“I just wished that the concession stands would get it figured out.
Many attendees lost a lot of stage viewing time trying to get food. My
boyfriend was gone for more than 45 minutes to just get a hotdog.
Never got to check out the festival in the parking lot. I though they
could have fit that on the same grounds as the event itself which would
have harnessed all that energy. If they had more regular and lower
priced tickets with more standing and dancing room, closer to stage on
the grounds, that would have taken it up to the next level.”
Despite the issues, Lilith is really about celebrating women in music,
and those that wanted to enjoy that aspect certainly did.

“My fave was Sugarland, she was amazing and left me exhausted! It
was like taking in a sign language class, you cannot look away or you
would be lost forever trying to catch up. [Jennifer Nettles] has incredible
voice and stage presence. I now own 3 of their albums,” Richards said.
“I was deeply disappointed with the appearance of Erykah Ba’Don’t [she]
just was off her game. Black vinyl PVC pants and Persian carpet wrap?
Hooker, please!”
Sugarland also surprised Steele, who was most looking forward to
headliner Sarah McLachlan. However, due to a curfew McLachlan’s
set was cut short before the intended finale featuring all of the artists
singing Patti Smith’s Because The Night.
“I have seen Sarah in concert before and saw her at the Opening
Ceremonies in Vancouver for the Olympics. She was amazing as always
and didn’t disappoint. I was disappointed that Sarah’s set was cut short
due to the bylaws/curfew. I had heard there was supposed to be a final
number with all the women on stage together. That would have been
great to see. My biggest surprise was Sugarland. I have never listened to
her/their music before but was pleasantly surprised and think she/they
did a fantastic job of entertaining the crowd. Sheryl Crow was also a
highlight.”
After the concert it was announced that 1/3 of the upcoming Lilith
dates were cancelled. High ticket prices and disappointing lineups
prevented the event from being the draw it once was, especially with
the economical issues in North America. In fact, a rumor was floating
around that the Calgary date was going to be cancelled 48 hours prior
to the event.
“There are a lot of idiots out there with a lot of stupid opinions that
become fact. That becomes a little annoying,” McLachlan told media at
a backstage press conference. The media event also featured Nettwerk
manager Terry McBride, headliners Sheryl Crow and Eryka Baduh,
newcomers Kate Morgan, Frazey Ford, Ash Koley, and winning Ourstage
artist Sierra Noble. They all admitted to being overwhelmed to be sitting
next to musical idols and touring with them.
“It is incredible. I can’t even really believe it. It is our first tour ever,
so doing it next to these people is insane for me,” Koley said. Morgan
got the biggest laughs of the festival when she admitted she was three
years old when the first Lilith Fair took place in 1997, causing Crow to
look horrified and McLachlan to shake her head in her hands. “I literally
grew up with my parents telling me about these songs and the powerful
women in music. It is really amazing to be a part of this.”
Australian Frazey Ford was excited to play in Canada for the first
time.
“I can’t believe how lucky I got. In Australia we have never had a
Lilith Fair but I remember when I was learning to play piano, I was
going through the racks of my local store and found the sheet music
for Lilith Fair. I took it home and started playing Sarah and Tori Amos
and it became a really formative influence on my own stuff. It is pretty
insane.”

Continued on Page 37 
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 Interview - From Page 9
Kylie: The whole damn thing! It was from the heart, and I
basically set my wallet on fire and did it because it had been so
long. It was about time. And I just thought, it’s now or never. I
have to do this. I want to do this.
GayCalgary: Dance music’s become more mainstream – with
Lady Gaga and Ke$ha controlling the clubs. Do you feel like
you’re in competition with these younger dance divas?
Kylie: I think just by nature of the game, yes. But I also
think we all occupy – because of our personalities – a different
space.
GayCalgary: You only worked with one producer on this
album, Stuart Price, which gives it a real cohesive feel. Why did
you decide to go that route?
Kylie: It was largely because of Jake Shears (Scissor Sisters’
lead singer); I consider him to be the fairy godmother of this
album. Stuart Price just executive produced the new Scissor
Sisters’ record, so I went to visit Jake when he was recording
with Stuart in London. When I was working on my album, Jake
and I would catch up and have a chat about it and he could see
I was going down the same path that I’d been down the previous
couple of albums – working with a bunch of different producers
and then picking the best dozen songs or so.
They might not have that much to do with each other,
although independently they could all be very good – and I
think that’s fine. But it was time for me to feel satisfied that I
had a cohesive album, and I just can’t imagine having done that
with anyone other than Stuart. He was an absolute delight, and
I think that he’s a wizard.
GayCalgary: You had some regrets about the last album,
didn’t you?
Kylie: In hindsight, yeah. It’s weird, I have a few friends who
still say they play X a lot and they still find it very contemporary
and they’re loving it, so I think it kind of did its job. What I
think of it now is – throughout illness and treatment and people
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wishing me all the best and to get well – it would’ve been better
if the songs that I had written about that time, because I did
write them, were on the album.
I was relying on A&R’s advice then, and they weren’t really
feeling the songs. I’m not sure if that’s because they just weren’t
good enough or if they were a little lost in the emotion of the past
couple of years. And so I’m weary to say regret because regret’s
just a heavy thing, but I perhaps would’ve done it differently.
GayCalgary: Why did you name the new album Aphrodite?
Kylie: The song was written for me by Nerina Pallot, so
sadly I didn’t have that brainwave of writing a song called
“Aphrodite” (laughs). She did, thankfully, and wrote it for me.
And throughout the process of the album – with different songs
coming and going – I always really hoped that “Aphrodite”
would make it because it was such a perfect album title. The
album has a lot of euphoria throughout it and I think that’s
what Aphrodite is known for, really.
GayCalgary: That, and her sexual powers. What are yours?
Kylie: (Laughs) Oh my God! I can’t tell you that! You make
me blush.
GayCalgary: Are you intrigued by mythology?
Kylie: I haven’t really studied it besides way back at school.
But I’d rather be Aphrodite than Medusa!

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1753
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 Editorial - From Page 7
here in Calgary. Though many of these events are predominantly
attended by women, or explicitly designated women only, we
appreciate how friendly and welcoming they are to see us – though
we are men, we never feel like we are intruding.
This Month
July is usually a quiet month for LGBT community events
because we are so busy with more mainstream spectacles like the
Calgary Stampede, Capital Ex, and the Calgary Fringe Festival.
As a lady of the night once, so eloquently put it to us, as we tried
our best to ignore her enroute to the Stampede, “This time of year
people just want to crawl into a hole...like me!”
Hooker innuendoes aside, the Western Canadian Pride Festival
is a great way to get away from the city while still enjoying the
company of gay friends. Look for their ad in this edition.
And if you’re looking for more things to do, as always the
GayCalgary.com Events Calendar is your best resource for event
information across Alberta.
Pride Guide and August Edition
This year, the August edition of GayCalgary and Edmonton
Magazine will contain the Official Pride Calgary Pride Guide
inserted as a separate booklet! This booklet is being produced by
Pride Calgary’s own designers (ParallelProductions.ca), containing
sponsor advertising, and a special version of the GayCalgary
Community Map. This map shows the parade route and highlights
LGBT venues, official Pride venues, and the locations of other
sponsoring and supporting businesses.
So don’t miss all the official information about September’s
Pride festivities, only in the August 2010 edition of GayCalgary
and Edmonton Magazine!

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1752
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 Lilith Fair - From Page 35
Nobel especially was pinching herself, as it was online votes that had
determined her kicking off the show on the village stage.
“It was pretty amazing. There were a couple of other artists in the
competition here today and I talked to them. There were so many
talented people and when you are in with that much talent you have no
idea how it is going to turn out. To be picked by the fans to be here is
the best way to end up. It is a huge honor to me to be beside incredible
women period, but to be next to artists that inspired me since I was a
kid starting in music...”
Many of those in attendance were members of the LGBT community,
something that GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine brought up during
the press conference.
“I think it is wonderful that we are supported by the gay and lesbian
group, I think it is lovely that we are supported by human beings,”
replied McLachlan. “I don’t look at a person as gay or straight, that is not
how I definite a human being. So I don’t really know how to answer that.
I am really happy that people want to come see the show and believe in
what we are doing.”
Women in music are a powerful entity now, but a particular challenge
to mitigate is that of being a parent. McLachlan, Badu and Crow are
all single moms. The younger women listened raptly while the moms
discussed motherhood on the road.
“There is no being away from my kids. My son was born 7 weeks ago
and at two weeks he was loaded into the tour bus just like we did Wyatt.
My son Wyatt is being acclimated to my life. When he starts school we
become weekend warriors and go out Fri to Sun,” said Crow. “I am a
working mother and my priority is taking care of my kids first, being
there in the morning and tucking them in at night. It is about their
welfare and a safe and loving atmosphere. If that is on a tour bus or
home, it is about consistency and them being with me. You make it
work and like most working Moms you just figure out how to make it
work out.”
“We are quite different from most working mothers in that most
have to leave their children and go to work everyday, we get to take our
children to work and are very lucky in that regard,” added McLachlan. “I
don’t show up for my day job until 3:00. Then the kids are with me, I do
the work I have to do, have dinner with them and then mommy goes to
work on stage. I am only touring for the summer other than charity gigs
or one-offs. It depends on the child but my oldest is the kind of kid that
needs that routine structure.”
For Badu’s children, life on the road is the norm as well. “I home
school. The bus is the school, the doctor’s office, the playground, the
house of procrastination. It is everything.”
So in the end, despite the glitches and drama, the 9,000 people in
attendance got a pretty good day of music. Was it worth the up to $250
per ticket? No, and that is something Lilith organizers should consider
next year (McBride confirmed plans for Lilith in 2011) as more reasonable
prices may pack the venue and not result in cancellations. DevaDave, for
one, hopes for a return.
“The highlight for me was the surprising realization that I do not hate
people and crowds after all. It is just the type of people gathered in that
crowd - my people [Calgarians] made me want to hug and chant with
them more and more. …Next time have better advance promo as many
did not know about the event, and more affordable tickets. Close or far,
it was all about what the performers brought to the stage in passion and
talent.”

Watch the full Lilith Fair press conference at GayCalgary.com.

Lilith Fair
www.lilithfair.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1766
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Community

 WCPF 2009 - Photos by Steve Polyak

Western Canadian Pride Festival
An Out of this World Experience
By Jason Clevett
The Western Canadian Pride Festival, held in Blackfalds,
AB is becoming one of the most anticipated events on
the yearly calendar for those who have become part of it.
It is not just an “event” - it is a weekend of love, and an
experience unlike any else.
Taking place on August (2010: A Gay Odyssey) and September (Theme
TBD) long weekends, these getaways feature dances, meals, and activities,
but you can also just relax by the fire. The festival is all about you.
“What is important is that it is not about going to the dances, or any of
these things. Do what you want to do. The whole place is yours. We are so
used to having to go and be entertained, we don’t know we can entertain
each other,” organizer Leon Thompson told GayCalgary and Edmonton
Magazine.
The festival is still on a learning curve, one that went up sharply last
August with much higher attendance than expected. Book early this year
as the event will sell out.
“Last year we went way over the amount of people we expected, even
with us putting a restriction on twice. This year there is definitely a cap on
the tickets. We don’t want to grow too fast, and last year told us that we
need to get some inner structure in place, not to control people, but so that
there is more freedom. There is a cap of 300. The camp is a very important
environment... It is a space that the community hasn’t felt before. We are
trying to get more stuff...to get people to experience something that is not
‘gay’, so they can learn there is an experience besides gay. This is where
we are going, to unconditionally love people. It is a challenge for me to do
that for the four days, to just unconditionally love everybody. We have
never had any problems. So how do you keep that going and safe? It has to
be kept safe and the way to do that is to not grow it crazy. So this year will
be a year to build inner structure and change. We are looking for property,
looking at becoming a non-profit society.”
It is difficult to put into words. I’ve attended personally the last two
years for the fall campout, and intend to be there again in September.
Once you experience the weekend, you look forward to returning.
“We don’t need thousands of people, it is a place for 300. I appreciate
feedback, because I am in the middle of it and it is hard to get people’s
feedback from a neutral but honest view. It is terrifying to put on an event,
if you are going to do anything in the community or life - you have to
prepare that you will get stabbed in the back and that is ok, just keep
going. I would love to see where the camp goes. I hope it turns into a
festival. We have to introduce the idea first and then go from there. The
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idea is to have a small town in the middle of the camp that is all made up
of you guys.”
With word of mouth come new faces who have listened to their friends
talk about what a great time they had. It can be hard to keep track of
everyone, Leon said.
“I feel like a guilty father. Honey what is this kid’s name? There are
only 300 of them. That is why we have the nametags, and when they come
off on Sunday we are idiots. Then it becomes, hey hon. How can you
memorize them, you can’t. What I love about it is when we do the hugs,
and they let us in...that doesn’t happen on Friday. It kicks in a bit on
Saturday night what we are all about...heart to heart. ...The camp is an
opportunity for that.”
It is obvious from how passionately Leon speaks about the campouts
what it means to him to give back to the community in this way. With
every hug on the way out, with every smile, he knows that he is doing
something special.
“One of the greatest compliments I got was when I was looking across
the dance floor, which was packed. What was really great was that no one
was using their cell phone. Not a single person was texting anyone. It was
a huge compliment to have people just hanging out with people.”
“We have a bit of a bent against that as a gay community because
we have had to push back against the straight community. The rights
that we have fought for comes down to living like any other Canadian.
As people go on in the camp and see [one another], it will be a different
environment where everyone cares for each other. 100% why we do what
we do is because of you guys. The response back to us keeps us going. We
were doing fireworks one night and I turned to a friend and told them, if
I died right now it would be ok. Everyone was laughing and having fun. It
was perfect. That is why we do this.”

The Western Canadian Pride Festival
July 30th - August 2nd
September 3rd - 6th
Blackfalds, AB
www.eventmasterinc.net
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1769
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Trans Identity

Gender Expression

Where Trans, Gay and Mainstream Intersect
By Mercedes Allen
In 2007, I wrote “Conversion Therapy in the Womb?” [1] in
response to the Southern Baptist leader Rev. Albert Mohler’s
blog, in which he speculated about the possibility that
future genetic studies would be able to cure homosexuality
and transgenderism in utero (ironically without, of course,
completely acknowledging that there could be any intrinsic
nature to them instead of the usual “sinful choice” meme that
churches adamantly tout).
In 2010, pediatric endocrinologist Dr. Maria I. New, with some
assistance from intersex and trans researcher and therapist Heino
F.L. Meyer-Bahlburg, is studying exactly that. She is examining
the use of Dexamethasone – a drug that has commonly been used
with pregnant women when there is a history and risk of the fetus
developing the intersex condition of Congenital Adrenal Hyperplasia
– to redirect sexual orientation and gender expressive development
of the fetus. Research partner Meyer-Bahlburg writes that “CAH
women as a group have a lower interest than controls in getting
married and performing the traditional child-care/housewife role.
As children, they show an unusually low interest in engaging
in maternal play with baby dolls, and their interest in caring for
infants, the frequency of daydreams or fantasies of pregnancy and
motherhood, or the expressed wish of experiencing pregnancy and
having children of their own appear to be relatively low in all age
groups.” [2]
I won’t go into all the implications again, and will provide footnotes
[3] for those who want to know more about the Dexamethasone issue,
but I do think it’s very telling that achieving interest in marriage,
acceptance of traditional roles, desire for pregnancy and certain
kinds of dress and interests are all seen as part and parcel of erasing
or “curing” lesbianism on a medical level. Similar themes are found
in disproven but socially persistent conversion (aversion/ex-gay)
therapies. These are issues of gender expression, and are where
non-trans people can also experience trans-related prejudices and
discrimination. Gender expression is why trans (which is about who
one is rather than who one loves) is an integral part of LGBT+.
Gender expression is how a person expresses their gender to
others, through behavior, clothing, role, hairstyle, voice, gesture,
and emphasis on visual characteristics or signals.
A person doesn’t have to think of themselves as trans in any
way to experience prejudice based on gender expression. When
Lethbridge-area student Hamish Jacobs was told he couldn’t wear
his kilt to his grad convocation earlier this year [4] (a decision which
was later reversed), it was because the symbolism of the kilt was
misinterpreted according to gender expectations. When Ontario
waitress Stacey Fearnall was fired from her job last year after
shaving her head to raise money and awareness for breast cancer
research, [5] that was an objection to how she expressed her gender.
When Brian Prowel was fired from his job, it was not because he was
gay, but because of his behaviour and presentation, which was seen
as effeminate. [6]

Through A Gender Queerly

I know that the word “queer” presses buttons for some folks,
but since the late 1990s, some have embraced it in the concept of
“genderqueer.” This grew out of the concept of “butch/femme” visual
expression meeting transgender and feminist thought (though is not
only embraced by women), and while it’s impossible to sum up in two
short paragraphs, is roughly about toying with gender presentation
and transgressive gender expression - though not all genderqueer
folks consider themselves to be transgender. Genderqueer might
refer to intentional androgyny, occasionally to hyper-femininity/
hyper-masculinity done contrary to genitalia-based expectations, or
mixing and matching gender-assumed clothing and/or roles in order
to challenge societal assumptions.
Genderqueer can include anyone who feels they don’t fit a strict
binary of “male” or “female,” or people who willfully reject such a
binary in defining their own identity. They may refuse to conform
to gender stereotypes, or may even snub them emphatically.
Gender neutral pronouns such as “zie” (pronounced “zee”) or “hir”
(pronounced “heer”) might be used. Drag performers sometimes
embrace a kind of genderf*ck in their performances, but haven’t
necessarily embraced the term.

While it may sound radical to some, queering gender is really
only an acceptance and exploration of something that has been
intertwined with gay, lesbian and trans expression. This has been
the case for long enough, and often enough that society has long
believed that changing gender expression is a means or part of,
“curing” homosexuality.

The Time is C-389. Do You Know Where Your MP Is?

As with gender identity (transsexuals), there are currently implicit
protections in Canadian law based on gender expression. As with
gender identity, those implicit protections are vulnerable to the
possibility that a new precedent could occur which would overturn
them. There is currently a bill before Parliament (C-389) that
proposes explicit inclusion for both gender identity and expression,
and it is crucial that LGBT people express their support to their
Members of Parliament. LGBT organizations are also needed to
speak up to the Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights,
to testify how these protections are needed, and without restrictions
that would sabotage them.
However, I find that some gay and lesbian people are still
strongly resistant to trans inclusion and trans advocacy and that
LGB organizations still often cite that political activity threatens
charitable status (Revenue Canada allows for some lobbying directly
affiliated with an organization’s mandate) as reason not to get
involved with trans issues. Complacency is a bigger issue, and
sometimes washroom panic – one of the favorite recourses for the far
right – and related fears are cited.

Washrooms

There has been a drive from the religious right in the US to start
defining laws to prevent male-to-female crossdressers from using
women’s restrooms, using inflated caricatures to generate panic,
and then enforcing those rules also against transitioning and
transitioned (even post-surgical) transsexuals. Trans protections
have existed in over 125 jurisdictions in North America, some as far
back as 1975, [7] and during that time, there has been no pattern
of criminal behaviour in restrooms by specifically trans people (of
any stripe) compared to any other segment of the population. And
certainly, transsexuals (and some traveling crossdressers as well)
have used restrooms in travels for as long as we’ve existed – and
using them with a desire for privacy, like anyone else. It’s important
to note that unethical or illegal behaviour in restrooms remains
unethical or illegal, and trans-protective legislation does not change
that - in practice, it has not facilitated any kind of increase. The
trans washroom argument plays on a trans predator assumption
which has no basis in reality.
Gender-neutral (i.e. single-stall, locking restrooms) are often
pointed to as a compromise, and where they are readily available and
when ones presentation is likely to cause discomfort from others, I
recommend using them out of respect to a reasonable extent (and
segregated alternatives in any instances such as showers where
actual nudity might occur) – however, I do not see this as a final,
concrete compromise solution. Gender-neutral restrooms are not
always accessible (i.e. may not be present, may be distant, may be
occupied during an emergency). And reliance on them as a sole
option for trans people creates a Jim Crow-ist separate-but-notequal othering climate, all for the sake of sparing people from having
to acknowledge that trans people exist. We don’t restrict physically
disabled people from public restrooms because of a concern that
they might make people feel guilty or awkward, or because folks
might have to explain to their children about limb loss or Downs
Syndrome. A transgender person is a person in your neighbourhood
– see what I said above about risk, and get over it. I don’t say this
without empathy for the anxieties experienced by rape survivors
– however, fear of rape was once used to whip up anxiety about gay
men in men’s rooms, lesbians in women’s rooms and, years before,
about black people sharing restrooms with white people. The use of
panic to exclude entire classes of people wasn’t right then, and it’s
not any less so now.

References available online.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1770
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 Politics - From Page 27
that priest performing a same-sex marriage. It is categorically
not a wedding ceremony; it is merely conferring a blessing,
a well-wishing if you will, on the two people involved in the
relationship. But canon law requires separate majorities within
the laity, priesthood, and bishopric. Adding to the confusion
is the intermixing of the terms “blessing of same-sex union”
and “same-sex marriage”, although in all fairness, this does not
seem to be originating with the church but rather the media
which appears to use the terms interchangeably. A blessing
would be somewhat down the continuum from marriage and
in no way would blessing a same-sex couple suggest the next
step would be for the church to officiate at same-sex marriage
ceremonies.
At any rate, what happened at the 2007 Synod was that while
the priests and laity approved the proposal for the blessing
of same-sex unions, Canada’s 40 bishops voted it down by a
two-vote majority thereby sidelining the issue and leaving gay
and lesbian Anglicans in a sort of no-man’s land. So when the
hierarchy issues a statement that it “recognizes the pain,” one
has to wonder first of all if that is true, and secondly, does it
recognize the extent of that pain?
One may objectively empathize but unless one is a gay
man or a lesbian denied this basic acknowledgment of one’s
commitment to a partner, one simply cannot understand or
recognize much. For some who desire to have their relationship
recognized on some level, even a rudimentary one, and having
the very church they are so heavily invested in, deny them that
will cause emotional pain and conflict - it does not take a genius
to figure out.
To then have certain elements within that church vilify and
come out with outrageous arguments against not just same-sex
marriage or the blessing of same-sex unions but against who
you are, creates an atmosphere of pain and confusion. For

supposedly loving Christian bishops to do that to people is truly
perverse.
On a secular level, the whole issue of equal marriage in Canada
has been resolved since 2005 when same-sex civil marriage was
legalized. Those advocating for equal marriage were very clear,
and continue to be very clear, that legalizing same-sex marriage
did not in any way mean that religious institutions would have
to marry same-sex couples. That is as it should be.
However, the Anglican Church of Canada indeed the
Worldwide Communion itself needs to stop equivocating and
make a stand. Either allow individual bishops to decide, in
consultation with their parishioners and officials, to opt for
either the blessing of same-sex unions (or full-out allow priests
to conduct same-sex marriages within the church), or be very
clear that the church does not permit it. Would I be happy
to learn the church does not allow it? No. Could I accept it
knowing other options exist? Yes.
Church authorities have the right to set policy according to
their beliefs, their tenets, and their interpretation of Scripture.
It matters not a whit if I agree or disagree, really. The principle
at question then becomes, does a church (temple, synagogue or
mosque) have the right to practice their religion as they see fit,
and in Canada that right is guaranteed. It is not up to the State,
nor would I want it to be, to dictate to religious authorities how
they practice their religion.
What is so frustrating here is that the Anglican Church isn’t
even really talking about same-sex marriage. This is still stuck
at the level of blessing of same-sex union, light years removed
from actually performing a marriage ritual within the church. I
see no reason why a bishop cannot permit his priests, if they so
choose and have the backing of their parish, to bless two men
or two women who have chosen to enter into a loving covenant.
It is, after all, “only” a blessing, a wishing the couple well and
directing the smiles of God upon them. And God, if He exists,
smiles upon those who love. That’s one level. On another level,
it is simply a nice ritual and I see no reason why gay and lesbian
couples cannot access it if they choose, and their congregation/
priest/bishop/diocese accepts it.
However, I come from a secular humanist perspective and, as
such, fully accept that how I see the issue may not be how the
church sees it. Fine. While I would disagree, I would accept the
church holding to the position that to bless a same-sex couple
is tantamount to a tacit agreement that homosexuality is an
“acceptable choice” (or however the church views it. I don’t view
it as “choice” but I certainly view it as “acceptable”) and that
goes against the teachings of the church.
That being the case, and I don’t know if here it is, then the
church is totally within its rights to come out in opposition
to supporting homosexuality. Do I have issues with those
churches that do? Absolutely. And that is my right. What the
Anglican Church is doing, however, is saying on the one hand
that lesbians and gay men are welcome and accepted within
the bosom of the church and, on the other, denying us their
blessing. In some circles this is known as having one’s cake
and eating it too. It is morally weak, ethically questionable if
not outright wrong, and the church needs to grow a pair and
take a stand and end this excruciating exercise in trying to
make everyone - right wing, conservative, liberal - happy.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1759
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Lawn Bowls for Beswick

The Sharp Foundation Continues Inspiring

Lesbian Seniors

Kerby Centre Hosts Monthly Drop-In Group

By Dallas Barnes

By Dallas Barnes

In its 20th year of operation, The Sharp Foundation
has maintained and enhanced its mission to provide
care, housing, healthcare and support to individuals
infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. None of this could
be done without the generous help of sponsors, and
its fantastic fundraisers. Lawn Bowls for Beswick
is one such fundraiser that has become a yearly
tradition.

There has been much talk in the news lately of
the growing number of Baby-Boomers reaching
retirement age. For those unaware, Baby-Boomers
are those born in the post WWII era between 1946
and 1964, and make up approximately 13.7% of
Canada’s population.

The fourth annual Lawn Bowls for Beswick is an
entertaining outdoor event for these warm summer months.
Not only will contestants be battling for best bowler, but
they can also participate in the Best Sun Hat competition.
Dust off Grandma’s old hat, give it some contemporary and
garish love, and wear it with pride!
According to Brenda Caballero, Donor Relations
Coordinator for The Sharp Foundation, it has been a labour
of love.
“Lawn Bowls for Beswick started four years ago when the
Friends of Beswick decided to get together for a fundraiser
to benefit Beswick house. Beswick house is one of three
homes that the SHARP Foundation runs for residents who
live with HIV/AIDS and all of the proceeds for this event
go to the SHARP Foundation to help SHARP continue to
provide care and support to their residents. Through the
years, this event has grown, and each year we meet and
exceed our goal. We couldn’t do this without the support we
get from the community.“
“The sponsors for this event are, Highlander Wine &
Spirits, The Imperil Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch,
Friends of Beswick, Gay Calgary and Edmonton Magazine,
and the Inglewood Lawn Bowling Club. We are grateful to our
sponsors because they help this event become a successful
one.”
The Sharp Foundation is multifaceted in its approach to
caring for those affected with HIV and AIDS. Beswick is only
one of the two homes operated by The Sharp Foundation.
They also provide ongoing case management and education
to those that work within the AIDS/HIV population. Its
current donor list is long, but funds are still needed. It can
cost up $100 per day per resident, and the Beswick and Scott
House are in constant need of maintenance. Participating in
events such as Lawn Bowls for Beswick is one of the many
ways people can contribute, and also have a great time.
Registration begins at noon on the August 7th, or can
be done by phone at 403-272-2912 or by email at info@
thesharpfoundation.com. The fee is a mere $10.00 and all
proceeds support Beswick House.

The Kerby Centre, located in downtown Calgary, offers a place
for all people age 55 and up who seek a multi-purpose social
service. Two years ago, it began the Lesbian Seniors Group, a
one of a kind drop-in group providing connections for lesbians
55 and older.
Jennifer Hawthorn, facilitator of the Lesbian Seniors
Group is excitedly watching it grow. “It is currently a group
of 5-10 women. Each woman has brought some interesting
discussion to the table.”
Originally created solely as a networking group, it has
branched out to include numerous outings such as to
the Zoo, on walks, and to the theatre. Constable Lynn
MacDonald of the Diversity Unit for the Calgary Police
Service has also stopped by to discuss the role of the police
and lesbian seniors.
“The group’s main purpose is to provide a chance for these
women to network. This is an isolated group, and in our day
these types of groups did not exist,” adds Hawthorn. “Many
of these women do not feel comfortable coming out.”
It makes a space like the Kerby Centre even more integral,
and applauds the Centre for their support. “They have
welcomed the Lesbian Seniors Group with open arms. They
even gave us kudos...in their weekly newsletter.”
Hawthorn encourages more women to join this group.
They are seeking new membership and are aiming to split
up the event planning amongst the members. There is also
an opportunity to join other seniors groups with similar
agendas.
“Seniors a Go-Go is an emerging group that deals with
sexuality and seniors, and I am eager to work with them as
well. They are very similar to the Vagina Monologues in that
they discuss sexuality in a casual conversation.”
The Lesbian Seniors Group meets every third Thursday
at the Kerby Centre in the Sunshine Room. For more
information contact the Kerby Centre.

The Lesbian Seniors Group
Meets the 3rd Thursday of Every Month
The Kerby Centre (1133 - 7th Avenue SW)
403-265-0661
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1772
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Lawn Bowls for Beswick
August 7th, 12pm
Inglewood Lawn Bowling Club
www.thesharpfoundation.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1771
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Vandalism Spurs Lethbridge Protest
Community Rallies to Quash Anti Gay Sentiments

Ten Days of WOOOO!
Capital Ex and Stampede

By Janine Eva Trotta

By Jason Clevett

It was 6.30am and the garage was dark as Mark Spracklin
sleepily sank into his vehicle for the early morning drive
to work. At a red light, an older gentleman tapped on
his window to point out the hateful words that had
been spray-painted in black over the hood and sides
of Spracklin’s vehicle. Though he hadn’t noticed this
vandalism at first, now he cannot forget.

It’s here again. The Calgary Stampede hits Calgary
July 9h to 18th, and Edmonton’s Capital Ex hits
Edmonton July 23rd to August 1st. Love ‘em or hate
‘em, both events have become a part of our province’s
unique culture.

“I don’t think this is something anyone should have to deal with,”
says the 22-year-old University of Lethbridge student. “It’s really
frustrating.”
Though he is sleeping better now, Spracklin is still disturbed that
someone would sneak into his home and vandalize his property with the
words fag, homo, and queer.
“On the one
hand I would like
to talk to them
and see why they
thought this was
a good idea and,
on the other hand,
I just don’t want
to have to talk to
this kind of person.
Ever.”
He
says
the
police are at a loss
for finding whoever
did this, but on
the bright side, the
attack
drummed
up a great deal of support from friends, family and community.
“My story has become so known in Lethbridge,” he says. “People have
come out with similar stories on my Facebook page; fights [people like
that] had picked with them at bars and discrimination by coworkers.”
Spracklin, who came out to his family two years ago, says messages of
support have been received from people across Alberta and Saskatchewan.
His story inspired over 100 people to gather at Lethbridge’s city hall
plaza for the city’s first anti-hate rally on Thursday, June 24th, where
Spracklin spoke. Both Lethbridge Police Chief Tom McKenzie and Mayor
Bob Tarleck were in attendance.
“Are we ready to tear down the barriers of fear and hate?” Tarleck
asked.
“In this province, we won’t tolerate this kind of discrimination
anymore,” Lethbridge MLA Greg Weadkick added, later in the evening.
“It makes it a lot easier to know that these people are out there, that
there’s a community to fall back on,” says Spracklin. “But not everybody
hears this kind of story, which is why I felt I had to say something.”
It is doubtful that this attack was random. Statistics Canada has
shown increased attacks aimed at the gay community and minorities
over the last five years, but police offer the supposition that this spike
is only visible because people are less afraid to report these incidents
now.
Despite it all, Spracklin has maintained a cheery attitude, though
thinks he will move from Lethbridge after he finishes his final year of
dramatic arts and education studies.
“Possibly back to Calgary, or somewhere more interesting, and less
windy,” he muses.
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What has changed is how these events are marketed.
The Calgary Stampede has made ample use of Twitter and
Facebook for things like meet and greet concert packages,
announcements, and even promoted a free concert at Flames
Central with Doc Walker and Default to announce the 2010
Coke Stage lineup through social media. Capital Ex also
has been active on these sites with a brand new website
and using twitter and Facebook to share what is new and
exciting with fairgoers.
For me personally, a highlight is the music. On my personal
docket for Stampede are Bon Jovi, Theory of a Deadman, The
Barenaked Ladies and Three Days Grace. Others may take
in the likes of Martina McBride, Stereos, or OK Go. Capital
Ex also has a lot of Canadian content, featuring Sloan, April
Wine, Metric and Hedley among others. Canadian content is
important, said Capital Ex’s Sandra Pysklywyc.
“We are a Canadian exhibition and we showcase and present
a spectrum of local, regional and national programming. In
our minds, Canadian musicians are tops and we want to
celebrate that. We offer our guests an opportunity to see
artists in a festival environment at the peak of summer and
for Canadian artist it is a unique opportunity to interact
with their fans.”
In addition to music, there are of course rides and games
on the midway, family events, pancake breakfasts. The
President’s Choice SuperDogs will be at the CapitalEx this
year.
The best way to enjoy the Stampede or CapitalEx is by
planning. Visit the website to decide what interests you and
plan appropriately for the weather. There are lots of places
to cool down, or heat up, and enjoy.

The Calgary Stampede
Calgary, July 9th - 18th
www.calgarystampede.com
Capital Ex
Edmonton, July 23rd - August 1st
www.capitalex.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1774
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Music Review

Christina Aguilera, Sarah McLachlan
By Chris Azzopardi

Bionic

Christina Aguilera
My Rating: ½

Whatever war that’s erupted on the diva front, Christina
Aguilera’s shooting a bunch of blanks on her first album since
her dirrty self went chic-retro. Now, on this futuristic pop
piece, she’s one song away from picking up an STD – sexingup the CD with randy ruminations on her confectionary bits
(the nauseating oral-sex ode, “Woohoo,” with Nicki Minaj riding
shotgun), reckless behavior (lazy leadoff “Not Myself Tonight”)
and, forget Wheaties, “Sex for Breakfast.” Aguilera’s voice
has always been her one-up card, and though she sounds
full and forceful throughout, Bionic wants to be everyone else
– especially a certain Lady. Knocks-offs like “Glam” and “Prima
Donna” sound especially desperate to be part of 2010’s postmodern pop lexicon that Aguilera’s now clawing back into. And,
if anything, her guest list – names like Peaches, Le Tigre, M.I.A.
and Ladytron – should’ve been her ticket back to the top, but
these collaborations beget gutless beats that stutter, squeal and
pound. Never are they very memorable, though. Or, in the case
of the dumbed-down “My Girls” and “I Hate Boys,” any good.
Really, only songstress Sia sweetens Aguilera’s stale sound on
a string of ballads – and if more of the disc’s Eurotrash was
like the spastic, electro-thudding of “Elastic Love,” she’d have
a better shot at bouncing back. Instead, she’s a stock robo-slut
who needs to pop back into her genie bottle and find the magic
again.

Also Out
Jewel, Sweet and Wild
Jewel’s all cute and cuddly on her second country CD, lassoing
her sweet voice around these cowgirl cuts – both in regular and
acoustic format – like she’s fixed on becoming Music Row’s allin-one machine. She tries on Taylor Swift for “I Love You Forever”
and aims for a big Carrie Underwood ballad on “Bad as it Gets”
– most of it, the aging lament “Fading” being an exception,
sounding as bland as flat soda. It’s not as bad as it could get,
though: Remember her dance phase?
Clay Aiken, Tried and True
The title says it all: Songs from the Idol runner-up’s classic
covers album are timeless, and the warbling daddy (like, he has
a kid) doesn’t take them anywhere he shouldn’t. Flaws are few,
too; his voice, which is great throughout, gets swallowed up on
the Disney version of “Unchained Melody,” but otherwise he gives
Claymates what they want. And he seems right at home doing it.
Maybe too at home, actually.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1775
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Laws of Illusion
Sarah McLachlan
My Rating: 

Sometime within Sarah McLachlan’s sabbatical – and after her
divorce – she had some of the best sex ever. Then she wrote
about the orgasmic ordeal, calling it “Loving You is Easy,”
forgettable fluff that’s as refreshing as a Mojito on a summer
day and tries to reposition her as, say, a Sara Bareilles. But
she’s not all rainbows and ponies, which is just the way Sarah
should be – at least musically. Sure, “Illusions of Bliss” has
a charming sweetness wringing from its percussion-stomped
nectar, but McLachlan’s made Debbie Downer look delightful
with a catalog that cuts to the core (why else would they have
her do a PSA with sad little doggies?). Satisfying that niche is
“Forgiveness,” a beautiful, wrenching love ballad that’ll make
hearts sink. Much of the rest ignores trends and plays on that
sumptuous, celestial sound that became McLachlan’s mode in
the latter years of her commercialized career. She reclaims some
of the Fumbling Towards Ecstasy edge, lacing songs – namely on
the clamoring opener “Awakening” – with atmospheric electricpowered intensity, but the 12-track disc is bloated with ballads
(two of which are double-dips from her hits collection). Some
are wispy and don’t bind, but when they do, like on the ethereal
“Bring On the Wonder” send-off, it’s no illusion; just the very
real fact that not many artists can leave you as breathless as
this one.
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Ex-Gay No Way
A Survivor’s Story

By Evan Kayne
If you are raised as a Southern Baptist in the USA
and also happen to be gay, you may despair so much
about this that you pray for any kind of solution. Sadly,
the solution some find is allowing themselves to be
brainwashed straight by going to an ex-gay ministry.
Jallen Rix, Ed. D. didn’t turn straight, but he did have
his sense of stability and self-esteem almost destroyed by this
ministry. In his book, Ex-Gay No Way, he recounts his struggle
with his sexuality, his experience in the ex-gay movement, and
how he came out and learned to reintegrate positive sexuality with
healthy spirituality.
Due to Jallen’s experiences and education, he is well versed
to speak in several areas – theology, music (he was a full time
musician) and sex. Yes, his Doctorate in Education is in Sexology.
As a result of his education and experiences, Jallen realized this
book was necessary not only to recount the horrors he and others
underwent in the ex-gay movement, but also to help former exgays heal from the mental scars inflicted on them. Former ex-gays
often discover support is hard to find; after coming out they are
caught between the Christian gay-haters and the gay Christianhaters.
As an atheist and ex-Catholic, I can’t understand the logic
process of Evangelical Christians. When it comes to the GBLT issue,
this group cherry-picks six or seven mentions of homosexuality
in the Bible and twists them in order to condemn homosexuality
(never mind that some theologians have said those sections are
too vague and disconnected with modern life to be truly relevant).
As Scripture memorization was a large part of ex-gay treatment,
Jallen explained how contradictions were dismissed.
“There would be times they would get really practical and say,
see, even though these seem to create contradictions, when you look
at it historically you see these are the differences and the different
ways people wrote scripture.”
Not surprisingly, for those who have seen ministers contort the
truth to justify their agenda, Jallen confirmed the amazing level of
theological gymnastics used. These contradictions don’t matter to
followers of ex-gay organizations, because they crave acceptance.
“I would turn a blind eye to so much because this (ex-gay
therapy) is going to solve all my problems.”
Jallen was so afraid of being rejected by everything he held dear
– family, friends, the church, god – he was going to bend over
backwards to make it work. This even included accepting outdated
psychological research, or other “scientific” methods contrived to
serve the movement’s purpose.
Jallen believes the roots of this particularly toxic branch of
Christianity go back to the Bible revival of the early 1900s. Since
then, he describes American Christianity as becoming a kind of
“used car” or “snake-oil” solution sold to church-goers. Many North
Americans innocently want spiritual guidance with their lives; but
it can’t be open-ended. They want a sense of accomplishment, of
knowing that by following a prescribed set of actions, they will be
rewarded in Heaven – a quick fix of sorts.
The blame isn’t just with people seeking easy answers; part of
the problem is church leadership, Jallen asserts. People attend
a church, and their religious leaders set themselves up as the
answer man. When the answers don’t work, instead of saying “I
don’t know,” or “that’s not my area of expertise,” and working with
parishioners to research the right tools, they instead pass off a
best-guess answer as gospel. Enter homosexuality – instead of
trying to understand it, some Christian churches pound it into the
minds of their followers to view homosexuality at the same level of
disgust as paedophilia.
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Evangelical Christians can’t even seem to rationalize that, if
homosexuality was so depraved and hateful, then why doesn’t the
Bible lay it out in more detail than a handful of vague passages?
The bible certainly wasn’t vague about the Golden Rule – do
unto others as you would have them do unto you. Jallen doesn’t
understand why so many in the Christian movement can overlook
this simple principle.
However, it is easy for Church leaders to use their position of
power to misguide their flock – either deliberately or unintentionally.
Certainly, as Jallen asserts in the book, the harmful effects of
reparative therapy can result in ex-gay survivors experiencing
trauma similar to what is experienced by abuse victims. He also
proposes that abusive religious environments encourage their
church-goers to never question the pastor’s wisdom for fear of being
cast out. However, church leaders have a hard time seeing their
actions as being abusive in any way – they are merely providing
the guidance that is asked of them from troubled member of the
flock.
With this sort of black/white, us/them dichotomy in place,
Jallen’s vivid descriptions of the desperate steps gay men and
lesbians take to become “ex-gay” somehow seems familiar. In
fact, in extreme situations, these behaviours can create cult-like
situations.
The book relays how some ex-gay ministries request people cut
off contact from family and friends, blindly trust the leaders, and
then tell the adherent any failure to achieve 100% heterosexuality is
because the person is not trying hard enough - not because the exgay ministry’s techniques are fundamentally flawed. Furthermore,
Jallen notes, “the ex-gay movement was not instigated by a bunch
of psychological researchers or therapists basing their treatments
on facts. It was mainly spearheaded (and still is) by uneducated
(in sexuality) ministers and self-loathing homosexuals. Here was
the foundation for this type of abusive religion...”
This abuse can even go as far as exorcism. A recent issue of
Details magazine reported on how some ex-gay ministries are
resorting this extreme.
Jallen wasn’t surprised. “In these extreme cultist aspects of
these things, when they can’t explain why a problem is persisting,
more often than not...they reduce the problem to a demon, a thing
that is in you. ...Again, it gives the power to the minister...it makes
the person completely exempt of responsibility, because it’s the
ultimate devil made me do it.”
It baffled me to think how much stock people put in the advice
of their religious leaders. It seems to me that going to your pastor
for psychological help is like going to a plumber for veterinarian
advice. As an ex-Catholic, this trust the priest or else you’re a
pawn of satan approach was a particularly transparent attempt
at control. Jallen reminds us most religions come from such a
history.
“...for a number of centuries they wouldn’t even print the Bible
in the vernacular because that would allow anybody...to read the
information,” because it was desirable that only the clergy had
direct access to, and understanding of god. While this attitude
is still alive in many churches, Jallen thinks as our society
progresses and the stigma of seeking a therapist for counselling
issues diminish, this blind trust of church leadership will continue
to decline.
Yet there are times when it appears the Christian movement is
sticking their fingers in their ears to drown out the sound of their
notions imploding.
Case in point: George Rekers, one of the advisers of reparative
therapy advocates NARTH (National Association for Research &
Therapy of Homosexuality). Rekers, a psychologist and Southern
Baptist minister, had been a prominent and passionate advocate
of conversion therapy for gays and lesbians, and a foe of people
advocating expanded rights for the GBLT community. That was

up until he got caught with a male prostitute who was hired to
“handle his luggage.” This is not something new to us – on some
level it is even not surprising anymore. Every time we hear some
pastor heatedly blathering about the “evil homosexuals,” we
suspect this individual is secretly battling against themselves our hypotheses have been correct too many times of late.
What’s frustrating is so many Evangelical Christians are not
putting two and two together. Jallen says, while it may be rattling
the cages of some people, for most they rationalize it away – as
he put it, “when you’re not dealing with reality you can believe
anything.”
Another case in point: some organizations Rekers worked with
removed his name from their website and pretended they only
barely knew him. Alternately, church leadership starts the refrain
of, “well, anyone can fall from sin,” and, “I’m sure he was working
so hard with these poor lost souls, it’s not surprising one of them
seduced him. It could happen to anybody!”
This logical disconnect is particularly frustrating and amusing
at the same time. In his book, Jallen recounts a conversation he
had with a Houston ex-gay minister regarding the idea of God’s
unconditional love. The minister affirmed no matter what, God
loved Jallen, but then proceeded to put qualifiers on God’s love
(“God loves you, but...” “Wait, I thought you said God loves me no
matter what?” “Yes, but...”).
As Jallen is a sexologist, Ex-Gay No Way also examines the
physical side of love and how the ex-gay programming has
impacted survivors.
“I feel like most of Western society functions in a sex-negative
belief system,” Jallen said. “It’s far easier for us to understand our
sexuality by what we’re not into rather than being able to see our
sexuality as sexual potential.”
Consequently, there is some difficulty getting ex-gay survivors
to re-pattern their sexuality. “If there is a tricky thing about sexual
pleasure, it is that you have to want to go someplace and also be

completely content with were you are at the same time...it is our
beliefs about what sex should be that often drives us insane.”
If there is hope for these victims of ex-gay ministries, Jallen
himself may be a source of inspiration. His patience and loving
approach has swayed some of his toughest opponents – his
parents. Near the end of Ex-Gay No Way, his mother and father,
after years of discussion, seem like they’re starting to figure out
that maybe what they learned in church wasn’t quite right when
it came to homosexuality. They still don’t understand fully, but
they are trying. This moment of realization is something Jallen is
starting to see in evangelical Christian churches. But it’s not going
as far as he would like.
However, an interesting comparison Jallen made was how long
it took acceptance of the rights of African Americans to evolve. He
admitted it’s an oversimplification, yet from the American Civil War
to the mid-20th Century, it took almost 100 years for American
society to realize the rights and equality of African Americans (and
it’s still ongoing).
Ex-Gay No Way is a great read. But be warned, you will feel
a great deal of fury at the tactics some churches have used in
attempt to eradicate homosexuality from their members – things
very destructive and un-Christian even by their own standards.
I can’t say I would be able to pull off Jallen’s approach of
unconditional love toward his opponents, especially after reading
his stories of what I’d consider to be borderline genocide against
the GBLT community. But I can say that I better understand the
mentality of the ex-gay movement.
Additional links available online.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1776

View Bonus Pics/Videos • Share with a Friend • Post Comments

  GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine #81, July 2010

47

Classified Ads
Classified Ad Categories
Announcements......................... 100
 Anniversary............................ 110
 Best Wishes............................ 120
 Birthday................................. 125
 Birth...................................... 130
 Event..................................... 140
 Lost and Found....................... 150
 Memoriam............................. 160
 Obituary................................ 170
 Wedding/Union...................... 190
Employment............................. 200
 Adult Oriented........................ 210
 Audition................................. 215
 Bar/Restaurant....................... 220
 Business Opportunity.............. 225
 Help Wanted.......................... 240
 Office..................................... 260
 Sales..................................... 270

 Seeking Employment.............. 275
 Volunteer............................... 285
Sales/Rentals............................ 300
 Antique.................................. 305
 Artwork.................................. 307
 Appliance............................... 310
 Audio/Video........................... 312
 Business For Sale.................... 320
 Clothing................................. 325
 Computer Equipment............... 330
 Furniture................................ 335
 Garage Sale........................... 340
 Home For Sale....................... 345
 Home For Rent....................... 347
 Home To Share....................... 350
 Investment Opportunity........... 355
 Musical Instrument................. 360
 Office/Business Space............. 362
 Pet/Animal............................. 365
 Seeking Accommodation......... 370

 Sale...................................... 372
 Sports Equipment................... 375
 Studio Space.......................... 377
 Vehicle................................... 385
Personals.................................. 400
 Club/Group............................. 410
 Dating Service........................ 415
 Erotic Massage....................... 420
 Female Friends....................... 430
 Fetish.................................... 435
 Internet................................. 445
 Male Friends.......................... 455
 Models/Escorts....................... 460
 Phone Chat............................ 465
 Sightings............................... 475
Products/Services...................... 500
 Aesthetics/Decoration.............. 502
 Artist..................................... 505

 Animal Care........................... 507
 Beauty/Skin/Hair................... 510
 Body Art/Tattoos..................... 512
 Chiropractor............................ 515
 Cleaning................................ 517
 Clothing/Fashion.................... 520
 Computers/IT.......................... 522
 Construction........................... 525
 Consulting.............................. 527
 Counseling............................. 530
 Diet/Nutrition......................... 532
 Education/Training................. 535
 Financial/Bookkeeping............ 537
 Fitness/Training...................... 540
 Food/Catering........................ 542
 Funeral.................................. 545
 Graphic/Web Design............... 547
 Health/Wellness..................... 550
 Insurance............................... 552
 Landscaping/Gardening........... 555

 Legal..................................... 557
 Massage................................ 560
 Medical/Dental....................... 562
 Moving.................................. 565
 Musician................................ 567
 Photography........................... 572
 Real Estate/Mortgage.............. 575
 Relaxation.............................. 577
 Retirement Homes.................. 580
Destinations.............................. 600
 Accommodation...................... 610
 Bar/Restaurant....................... 620
 Culture................................... 630
 Guided Tour............................ 640
 Tourist Sights.......................... 670
 Time Share............................. 675
 Travel.................................... 680

GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine - Classified Ad Form
You may submit the form below by post to:

To reduce errors, please print clearly and verify your
information before sending. All phone numbers listed
will be verified. GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine is
not responsible for errors in your ad submission.

GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine
2136 17th Avenue SW
Calgary, AB, Canada • T2T 0G3

Addresses placed in the classifieds are NOT placed into
the map or business listing.

Or Fax it to 403-703-0685.
Please make cheques payable to “GayCalgary”.
Category # (above):
Months to Run:
Name:		
Address:		
City, Prov, Postal/Zip:
Day Phone:		
Night Phone:

Date:

You may also submit your classified ad online at:
http://www.gaycalgary.com/classifieds
Visit our online discussion forums to make a free posting
for housing or employment (appears online only).
If you have questions, please call us at 403-543-6960
or toll free 1-888-543-6960.

Payment Method
		
		

❑ Cheque		
❑ Money Order
❑ Cash (only if paid in person)
❑ Credit Card (fill out below or pay online)

Credit Card Info
(AMEX ONLY*)
		

Name on Card:
Card Number:
Expiry (MM/YY):

* For VISA and MasterCard transactions, please visit www.gaycalgary.com/PayInvoice.aspx

Headline for Ad (add $4.00):

First 25 Words - $10.00

Additional Words - 20¢ each

Invoice
First 25 Words:		
Each additional word:
Bold entire ad:		
Entire ad in capitals:
Headline:		
Photo: (1.66”x 2.25”)
Border around ad:
Mail Forwarding:

$10.00
$0.20
$5.00
$6.00
$4.00
$15.00
$6.00
$5.00

Single Month Cost:
Number of months:
Full Run Cost:

X
=

Frequency discount:

-

3 Months=15%, 6 Months=20%,12 Months=25%

5% GST:
TOTAL:
48

GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine #81, July 2010

+
=

Classified Ads
Employment

200

Duties would include cleaning,
cooking, reception, reservations
and food service. Training will be
given. Tel. 403-2291758 or email
calgaryhosts@gmail.com

There’s a New Face
in Town!
New Nightclub/Restaurant/Lounge is
Now Hiring: Bussing Staff, Door Staff,
Bartenders, Servers, Kitchen Staff.
Send resumes to servicecalgary@
gmail.com or apply in person at 1140
10th Ave SW, Calgary, Monday to
Friday 10:30am-4:30pm.

Calgary Bar Staff &
Entertainers Wanted

Edmonton Writers Wanted
GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine
is looking for writers from Edmonton
and other Alberta cities outside of
Calgary.
Call us toll free at 1-888-543-6960
or email us resumes and/or writing
samples to magazine@gaycalgary.com

Volunteer

285

Seeking people ages 15+ to
volunteer time at Calgary Fringe Fest
2010. In exchange for your time and
dedication you will get: Free shows,
Free fun, and free gear! Shifts
are flexible (min of 2, 4 hour shifts
required) and training is provided. To
sign up go to www.calgaryfringe.ca or
email volunteer@calgaryfringe.ca.
Festival runs July 30th to Aug 7th.

An exciting new project on Calgary’s
LGBT nightclub scene is seeking
part-time staff, including: bartenders,
bussers, bouncers, DJs, door staff,
drag queens/kings, and other
entertainment. Please submit
resumes to box 1012 courtesy of this
publication, to be forwarded to this
project.

Home for Sale

Mail: GayCalgary - Box 1012
Fax: (403) 703-0685
E-mail: box1012@gaycalgary.com

A dream home for a single individual
or a couple that loves to entertain!
This fully A/C 1225 sq ft open concept
bungalow is only a block from Nose
Hill Park. This home features two
large bedrooms, two bathrooms on
the main floor with a third bedroom
and bath down. See Full Details at
We List.Com #43424

Help Wanted

240

2 Stepping Teacher Wanted
At our lesbian wedding reception,
July 10th, 2 hours, includes free
dinner, $50 cash, come teach a group
of willing learners. Please respond
ASAP with outline of experience in 2
stepping. Ann: 403-305-4321

Pride Entertainment
Looking for Live Entertainment for
Pride Week/Parade day. Email:
jason@fab-bar.com

345

Home to Share

350

Older Bi-male is looking for a
Roomie. Shared Accommodation
includes furnished-private Bdrm
and shared bathroom, kitchen &
livingroom in quiet NW Calgary
house. Suitable for Mature,
Respectful, Dog-friendly person.
$375.00 monthly (403-275-1337).

Dating Services

415

347

Roommate wanted to share large
furnished 2Bdrm Apt. MtRoyal Area
with general non-scene, normal, fit,
GWM (50’s). Seeking responsible
mature person n/smoking, n/drugs,
n/pets. $600.00 month includes
utilities. Available May 1. Inquiries
403-541-9122.

WWW.PHILLIPPE.CA
phillippe01@gmail.com
403-966-2343
780-200-6774

Internet

445

A completely free gay personals
website. Find friends, dating and
more. Try it out at OurGaySite.com

SHIFT works with adults in the sex
trade. We provide services for both
those who do not want to exit and
those who do. Shift provides: FREE
safer sex supplies, non-judgmental
counseling, and more. 403-237-8171

Erotic Massage

.

OurGaySite.com

420

Put yourself in good hands and enjoy
a professional massage to suit you.
By appointment only: Swedish or
French, Sensual or Nonsensual, Fetish
or Relaxation.
Treat yourself 403-512-2223
larrymasseur@hotmail.ca

Ultimatemalemassage.com

Home for Rent

Erotic Massage & Personal Shaving
for men. “Most professional
service in Alberta.” Very friendly
to First Timers, Bi & Married Men.
100% DISCREET. REVIEWS, TRAVEL
SCHEDULE, RATES & PICS:

Male Friends

455

Local Horny Cute Jocks
Call 403-261-2112 Free w/ code 8873
www.interactivemale.com

Products/Services

500

Getting Married?
CIVIL MARRIAGES immediately
or by appointment. All vows and
paperwork included. Witness
available.
Religion Free, Standard &
Specialized Ceremonies, Cross
Cultural, Same Sex LGBT.

Best Erotic Male Massage In
Calgary Studio with free parking
Deep Tissue and Relaxation
Licensed, Professional Video on
website 403-680-0533 mike@
ultimatemalemassage.com

Rork Hilford, MC
Alberta Marriage Commissioner,
Commissioner for Oaths
hilford@shaw.ca • 403-246-4134

Massage

560

Massage in Edmonton
EDMONTON CALGARY

Registered Massage Therapist in
downtown Edmonton. Relaxation
and therapeutic massage. Insurance
claims are welcome. For appointment
phone Dwayne at 780-483-3190 or
780-918-5856.
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New York Pride 2010

Photos by Jackson Photografix
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Product Review

SodaStream

Eco-friendly Soda Made in Your Own Home
By Rob Diaz-Marino
To get their hands on a carbonated beverage, the average
consumer will need to visit a store or food vendor and walk
away with a bottle, can, or paper drink cup that they will throw
away once their drink is finished. But Soda Stream by Soda
Club offers a solution for this on several levels: by enabling you
to create carbonated beverages at home in a matter of seconds,
and by providing high quality reusable bottles to hold the
beverages that you create. And the benefits are many: greater
convenience, less cost per beverage, and less waste!
It came up in a random conversation with a colleague of mine
from the US, where she explained that it is quite a popular
item, amongst her circle of friends at least. Soda Stream
recently expanded their product into the Canadian market (now
available in a total of 29 countries) and sent GayCalgary and
Edmonton Magazine a unit to review.
The SodaStream consists of a dispenser that ties in with a
carbonation canister. Optionally, it comes with a line of flavour
syrup packets to create something similar to your favourite
brand-name soft drinks. It works by first carbonating plain
tap water that you then mix with a flavour of your choice. The
unit requires no electricity, making it easily portable (just not
on planes).
Unfortunately thanks to Canada Post, the unit arrived about
a month in advance of the flavour packets. But eager to try it
out, we got creative and mixed in some of our own sugar-free
powdered drink flavours that we normally use on plain bottled
water. It worked out surprisingly well!
When the flavours arrived, we had even
more variety. The Soda Stream website
lists over 60 different syrups - some diet
and some not – such as cola, ginger
ale, lemon-lime, pink grapefruit, red
berry mix, apple, orange, exotic
fruit flavors, energy drinks, ice
tea and cocktail mixers. You
can buy them in bottles
intended to make 12 litres
of drink, or in single litre
mix packets. I found
that the diet cola
flavoured mix wasn’t
quite as palatable
as what you would
expect of the brand
name colas, but the
fruit flavours were
quite good, and not
overly sweet.
The flexibility
of the product
was also very
impressive.
In
my case, I’m not a
fan of really strong
carbonation – I will
often swish or stir
pop from a bottle to
release most of the
fizz before drinking
it. So I was pleased
to see that you
can even regulate
the strength of the

carbonation by the duration that you apply the nozzle to the
water.
The unit is available in Sears stores across Alberta, as well as
at Planet Organic stores and a few others in major cities. You
can purchase it online from their website, or even redeem your
Airmiles to get one! SodaStream comes in a variety of different
styles, with prices ranging from $150-$300. Replacement
carbonation canisters and flavour mixes come at additional
cost.

SodaStream by Soda Club
Available at Sears stores across Alberta
www.myecostream.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1780
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Girls Groove Dance - Calgary

Mr. Ms. and Mz. Gay Edmonton Pageant at Woody’s - Edmonton

Womanspace Dance - Edmonton
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Photography
GayCup - Edmonton

Queer Prom - Edmonton (by Karen Hofmann)

Undie Party at Play - Edmonton

Edmonton Pride Release Party - Edmonton
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Pink Party at Buddys - Edmonton

Photography
Queer Prom - Calgary (by Evan Kayne)

Fairytales Closing Gala - Calgary

ARGRA After Party at the Backlot - Calgary

Wet Jockey Contest at the Calgary Eagle - Calgary
Last Stand Party at the Calgary Eagle - Calgary
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Photography
EVM Concert Royal Alberta Museum - Edmonton

Pure Pride Launch Party at Flash - Edmonton

Pure Pride Launch Party at the Calgary Eagle - Calgary

Pure Pride Dance at City Centre - Edmonton
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Prism Anniversary - Edmonton
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Photography
Money-Pennies Anniversary/Launch of FAB Bar Party - Calgary
(by Evan Kayne)
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