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Editorial

The Winds of Change
Publisher’s Column

By Rob Diaz-Marino
In the past 4 years we have seen an alarming number of LGBT
venues shut down, but nothing spring up again to take their
place. Shortly after the Twisted Element opened in Calgary,
we saw the end of the Verge, Indulge, Solar Café, Boyztown/
Rekroom, and Detour/Arena/Loading Dock/Victorias.
In
Edmonton, Alberta’s longest lived LGBT space, the Roost, shut
down quite unexpectedly. Following that was the opening of
PLAY, which until this past month remained the newest LGBT
space in Alberta.
Throughout this time there had been whispers of several new projects,
but none of them came to fruition – some disappeared without a word, while
some of them crashed and burned quite publicly. However these came at
a time when the economy was strong, property was at a premium, and the
selection was limited. It appears that the smart ones decided against brute
force spending to get a bar going at the “wrong” time.
Now however, the economy is still waffling in a downturn and
commercial real estate is becoming more available and reasonably

Online Last Month
Week Four and So Much More
- RuPaul’s Drag Race - S2E4 (#1666)
Another Queen Exits the Stage
- RuPaul’s Drag Race - S2E5 (#1667)

priced. We are seeing a re-emergence of people testing the waters, and even
some diving right in! You can smell it in the air that change is coming – in
fact, some is already here!
In Edmonton, a freshly renovated straight bar tanked shortly after it had
opened, presenting a prime opportunity for LGBT investors to take it over.
Thus, seemingly out of nowhere, FLASH swooped onto the Edmonton bar
scene. The venue looks upscale and classy, and the staff and management
have been extremely friendly and upbeat. Congratulations to Simon,
Janine, and any other business partners that we may not have met yet.
Meanwhile the rumour mill is churning at gale force with stories about
other gay bars opening up in Calgary in the near future. If only a few of
them pan out, we’re going to see a huge change in Calgary’s gay scene
before the year is out – something that is desperately needed to pull our city
out of a rut. New bars bring out new blood and put people into the mood for
exploration and discovery – something that can be beneficial to our existing
bars too. Personally we’re hopeful, but as we treat it on an official level,
nothing’s real until it opens.
But to those praying for new gay space in Calgary, there is some good
news – something that is real because it has already opened (technically it
has already been open for some time now). It’s not a bar per se, but they
do have a liquor licence. It’s not a nightclub but it does have a private club
license.
I’m talking about the Village Bistro & Lounge, a gay owned and operated
restaurant just two blocks east of the Calgary Eagle. Until recently they
were unable to announce their existence to the LGBT community because
of a non-competition agreement that dissolved last month.
The establishment is on the 2nd floor of the Calgary Friendship Centre, a
facility that offers some very unique and exciting opportunities to non-profit
groups for fundraisers and other functions. Minors are allowed, making it
an ideal meeting place for LGBT youth. Furthermore, the hall has a Bingo
licence that makes it possible for Bingos to be held (legally) as a fundraising

Sex after a Hysterectomy (#1704)
LGBT Home Seller Tips - Think
Like an Inspector (#1705)
Hot Sizzling or Steamy - Priape
Summer Catalogue Released (#1706)
Our Lady Peace Make
Memorable Evenings (#1707)
Latest Queen Rocks Away RuPaul’s Drag Race - S2E6 (#1668)
The Wedding Singer Good 80’s Fun (#1708)
A Rodeo Entertainment
Update (#1709)
The Calgary Men’s Chorus
- Singing for Fans, Causes,
and Themselves (#1710)
Your Life is an Open Book RuPaul’s Drag Race - S2E7 (#1669)
Calgary’s Own 7th Rain - Band
Comes to Town with a Message (#1714)
Who’s your Drag Momma? RuPaul’s Drag Race - S2E8 (#1670)
Read these articles online by visiting:

www.gaycalgary.com/a#
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 Editorial Contd.
event. Visitors are free to come and check it out, however you must buy
We made it back into Calgary the next day, just in time for the
a membership (for a reasonable price of $15) if you wish to return as a
GAYMazing Race, a scavenger hunt that took 14 teams through Calgary’s
regular patron. Currently their hours are only conducive to being a daytime
LGBT community one location at a time. At each stop, teams had a task
hangout, but we are told they are aiming to extend them, sometime in the
they needed to complete in order to get the clue for the next stop, and also
near future.
needed to collect photographs of themselves performing those tasks.
So, we would like to officially welcome owners Todd and Len to Calgary’s
Our home/office was one of the stops, where teams had to sort through
LGBT business community, wish them the best of luck, and offer our
a bin full of magazines (containing at least one copy of every edition we
support as they enter a new chapter in their business. At the same time
have ever published) to find our very first Pride Guide. Of course this took
we bid farewell to Lorrie Murphy and Michele Flynn, longstanding local
some thinking: our magazine started in November of 2003, and we usually
business owners who have retired and moved on to a peaceful life away
publish our Pride Guides a month in advance. Once teams found our May
from the city.
2004 edition, featuring Fred Udey and Terry Stevens on the cover, they had
to get their photo taken with Steve for the magazine. How’s that for killing
Meanwhile, one of our existing Calgary bars has undergone a change
two birds with one stone?
in ownership - touted “Calgary’s Worst Kept Secret” by the former owner
himself (hey, we didn’t know about it until he told us, so it couldn’t have
Meanwhile I was distributing the May edition hot off the presses, and
been that bad).
getting photos as I ran into teams at various LGBT locations throughout
the city. In fact, for those in the know, our magazine became somewhat of
For over 13 years, Ken Schultz of the Backlot has provided Calgary with
a secret weapon for finding the addresses of locations that were only given
a safe and calm environment for bar patrons – a place that people can rely
to them by name.
on every day of the week, where they can
go to decompress from their hectic lives
The finish line was at Spur, Pride Calgary’s
inside and outside of the LGBT scene. Ken
dance venue sponsor this year, where teams
made the decision to sell the Backlot to
got a chance to relax after a long race (if I recall
two of his staff members, Mark and Ward,
correctly, there were upwards of 25 stops). A
so that he can finally retire - from the bar
variety of awards were given out to teams based
scene at least. From talking to him, Ken
on their performance throughout the day,
seems excited to be able to experience the
which rewarded people for having fun as much
community from the other side of the bar
as for winning. All in all it was a superb and
counter.
unique event that we hope will catch on as a
yearly tradition.
Mark and Ward are two great guys, so
the Backlot is in good hands. So once
Mid month, Gay Singles in Calgary hosted
again, congratulations are in order for
their 1 Year Anniversary Party at Axis Gallery
these two as they become business owners
in Art Central with the promise of a big
for the first time (as far as I know) and
announcement and unveiling. The turnout
continue on with Ken’s vision and the
was incredible: several hundred people, and
legacy of the Backlot!
booths for a number of non-profit groups to
boot. Actually, I was thoroughly impressed
And sadly, as we are getting ready to go

Steve
poses
with
GAYMazing
Race
Contestants
that this group could rally so many members in
to press with this edition, we received news
only a year, but after having the opportunity to
that Boots in Edmonton has shut its doors
mingle and experience the friendly atmosphere
for good. This news comes roughly 3 months after the passing of owner Jim
that this group fosters, I can understand why.
Shafer. Bar tender Rob Browatzke made the announcement on Facebook
the morning of June 1st, after being informed by the surviving owner, Ross
The big announcement was that Gay Singles in Calgary was expanding
Correia. Events planned to happen at Boots this month have no choice
its scope. Originally started as a networking group for single gay men, the
but to find a new venue. “Boots was never meant to outlive Jim,” says
group has been welcoming women, gay couples, and even straight allies I’m
Browatzke. The location has been gay space since 1969.
told. So the big announcement was the official rebranding of the group to
reflect these changes: Gay Friends in Calgary, along with the launch of a
So yes, things in Alberta’s LGBT scene have already started changing, as
new website. This is covered in more detail in the article on page 52.
they eventually must.
The night of the final ARGRA Dance before the Rodeo, we popped over
to visit an event happening in the North East quadrant of our city: The
May 2010
Parkside Reunion. The Parkside was a bar that existed in Calgary well
The first Saturday after press, we zipped up to Edmonton to attend the
before our time, but nonetheless we stopped by the party to introduce
grand opening of Flash, the new dance club that had just opened its doors
ourselves and snap a few photos for history’s sake. Sadly we weren’t able
in our sister city. The drive took a little longer than we had expected, and
to stay for long, because we love hearing stories about what the LGBT scene
by the time we arrived the party was already well underway. We were
used to be like.
introduced to Janine and Simon before being shown to the VIP area where
a bottle of vodka was waiting for us, along with our own server!
But we had to rush back to the ARGRA dance in time for the Mini Rodeo!
This year Pierre, who has traditionally been the “goat” for the goat dressing
Yes, we sort of needed to pick our jaws up off the floor after they explained
event, was (conveniently) out of town. And so Stewart (Izora) took his place.
all of this, because we weren’t expecting any of it. The VIP area was pretty
I have to tell you, goat-Stewart had a lot more fight in him than goat-Pierre –
spacious, I guess they were thinking we would be a much larger crew, and
he really made it difficult for those contestants to get the pair of underpants
we had to explain to them that Steve and I are the crew, aside from our
on him! As usual, contestants completely botched the barrel races, but
writers. And sadly with my Graduated Driver’s License still in effect, I’ve
then spinning around with one’s forehead on a baseball bat doesn’t exactly
given up alcoholic beverages when I’m out. So Flash definitely wowed us on
help one’s sense of direction. What a riot!
first impression with such a warm welcome, we were hugely flattered and
appreciated it even though, that night, we couldn’t take full advantage.
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The Fairy Tales Queer Film Festival kicked off on May 27th, and should
be wrapping up by the time this magazine comes out of press. Jessica
Dollard, this year’s Festival Director, has been on our case about taking
some time to enjoy ourselves at the festival, amidst of our usual rush rush
rush. Unfortunately that’s a very difficult thing to do while we’re going to
press, but I’m hopeful once this edition has been put to bed, we may be able
to see something more than just the opening gala film.
As the exclusive Platinum Sponsor of Fairytales 2010 (I say “exclusive”
because we are the only one at this level, not because anyone was excluded
from attaining this level if they really wanted to), we are proud to be the
presenting sponsor of this year’s Happily Ever After Party on June 4th. We
hope to see you there!

This Month

Oh oh, here comes June! Not as busy a time of year as it has been in
previous years (what with Calgary’s Pride in September), but enough to
keep us on our toes.
• Prism is celebrating their 2nd Anniversary under new ownership, and
invites you to join them the evening of June 5th for their party.
• The big attraction this month is Edmonton Pride, from June 11th to
20th. There is so much going on, so be sure to check out the ad on
page 60 for a schedule of events.
• At the same time is Lethbridge Pride, from June 13th to 20th, which
makes for a tough decision. More information can be found in our
article on page 51.
• Better start making your plans because at the end of the month is the
Bud Light Canadian Rockies International Rodeo 2010. Refer to the
special ARGRA Rodeo Guide at a Glance on page 35 for details, maps,
and schedules!
• If you’re in Calgary for June 12th, be sure to head down to MPs to
celebrate their 3rd Anniversary under new ownership.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1715

View Bonus Pics/Videos • Share with a Friend • Post Comments
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Interview

Sarah McLachlan’s Re-Surfacing

Seven years after her last studio album, the pop pianist returns with Lilith, new music and her own sexual healing
By Chris Azzopardi
“Loving You is Easy” isn’t just Sarah McLachlan’s long-awaited
single from her first all-original studio album in seven years. It’s also
what many of the fans she’s courted – and soothed and depressed –
in her couple-decade career would say about the musician herself.
She’s been a shoulder to cry on, a fierce philanthropist and a
rare find among her celebrity chums – famous for her pure voice
and lovely piano laments instead of paparazzi-baiting nights on the
town. The Canadian chanteuse is also notorious for taking long
leaves, closing her latest with Laws of Illusion and, to coincide with
the June 15 release, the return of the Lilith Tour, a celebration of
female musicians with a lineup that includes Queen Latifah, Kelly
Clarkson and the Indigo Girls.
It’s been so long, McLachlan – a longtime “dykon” – has so much
to tell you: how good sex led to the album’s first single, what she
thinks of lesbians lusting to her music and the power of female
performers now.
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GayCalgary: What took you so long?
Sarah: Which part? (Laughs) I have two small kids, so that’s my
big excuse.
GayCalgary: What’s it like being out of the spotlight?
Sarah: Blissful! I have no interest in being famous whatsoever. I
picked the wrong career for that. I am ever thankful for my success,
but boy, it’s nice to be able to take the hat off and just be a little
normal for a while.
GayCalgary: You seem to be able to avoid controversy unlike
many celebrities. What’s your trick?
Sarah: Well, I don’t go out without undies on, for instance. I
guess that’s a good place to start (laughs). I don’t court it; I have
no interest. I don’t live in Los Angeles, so that’s a big part of it. I
live in Vancouver, and I live a really simple, quiet life. I’m usually
in bed by 9.
GayCalgary: That early?
Sarah: Oh, I’m pathetic. I’m such a little old lady. I put the kids to
bed, I answer my e-mails, and I’m done. It’s a simple existence and
I’m really happy with it (laughs). But I feel like I’m so lucky because
I get to straddle both worlds. I get to keep my toe in the water and
I’m going to put out this record, which I’m so, so happy with.
GayCalgary: You say you’re alive and on fire on “Loving You is
Easy.” What made you so happy?
(Long pause) Um, well, it’s self-explanatory, isn’t it? Without being
blunt, getting laid is pretty fabulous. I’m sorry, that’s really crass.
But yeah, I had a foray into dating and that feeling of, Wow, there is
life after separation! This feeling still exists! That was really what the
song is about more than anything else. Don’t say it’s about getting
laid, because that’s crass.
But it sort of is. The sex is an extension of the dating.
It sort of is (laughs). But it’s more about that feeling of passion,
like you’re in high school again and ah, this feels so good and so
fresh. Life fell apart as I knew it and then there was a chance to
grow again and to feel again.
GayCalgary: What other feelings fed this album?

I was way more in the moment with this record. Obviously a lot
of the songs are about experiences I’ve been through in the last
couple of years with life becoming completely altered as I knew it.
You know, the white picket fence – not that my relationship or my
marriage or my life was normal per say, but the idea of the fairy-tale
life: You’re not going to be the one who gets divorced or separated,
that’s not going to happen to you. And you set your life that way
and let a lot of things go.
Just having all that change at 40 years old is
pretty overwhelming (laughs). I was depressed
and sad and so a lot of the songs mirror that.
But in that sadness, there’s a lot of growth and
creativity that comes from it.
GayCalgary: One of your earlier records,
1993’s Fumbling Towards Ecstasy, was named
– and I believe you know this because it’s been
brought up elsewhere – one of Out magazine’s
100 Greatest, Gayest Albums of All Time a
couple of years back.
Sarah: I don’t think I knew that! But I don’t
retain information very well. I probably forgot
about that. Gayest album? Why?
GayCalgary: Apparently a lot of lesbians
like to get it on to some of the music from it.
Sarah: Oh, fabulous! Any way I can be of
help to people’s passionate lives, I think that’s
fantastic.
GayCalgary: And it’s coming full circle with
“Loving You is Easy.”
Sarah: Uh, yeah! This is pretty much pure feel good. And it was
the way it was recorded. I wrote it quickly, and then we did six
songs in five days. It’s a completely different way of recording than
I’ve done. Total raw, live, fun energy. Here are the songs, here are
the chords, go! There was no preparation. And there’s just a really
raw, slightly primal energy to that. It was perfect for the song.

GayCalgary: How did going mainstream with songs from 1997’s
Surfacing – like “Angel” and “Building a Mystery” – change your
approach to music and the pressure to live up to other people’s
standards?
Sarah: I sure hope it hasn’t. I don’t think that really had any
effect at all, and I say that because I’ve been incredibly lucky to be
signed to a small independent label that from the get-go gave me
100-percent creative control.
There was a brief time with my second record
(1991’s Solace) when I remember the record
company was saying, “We need singles. I don’t
care what you do, they just have to be singles.”
I retorted, “Don’t these songs make you feel
something?” Their answer was: “That’s not the
point.” And I thought, “Well, what the fuck? What
is the point then? Of course that’s the point! And
if this is your world, I don’t want to live in it.”
Luckily, my manager had a little chat with
(label head) Clive Davis, who thankfully – and
to his credit – gave me carte blanche and said,
“OK, you make your record and we’ll see how it
does.” Luckily, it did really well, so I really feel like
I’ve continued to make the kind of music I want
to make. I don’t tend to edit myself. I don’t limit
myself or not go down certain roads because my
fans aren’t going to like it. When I think about
these new songs, I think, Wow, I might alienate
a few people with this song because it’s so damn
happy.
GayCalgary: It was a little surprising – and refreshing at the
same time.
Sarah: This is what I figure: People might say, “Where’s the
sadness?” Don’t worry, it’s there!
GayCalgary: You support many causes, from women’s rights to
animal cruelty issues. A lot has happened with gay rights since
your absence from the spotlight. As an ally, how do you feel you
play an important part in that cause?

Continued on Page 33 
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 Photo by Mike Ruiz (and she deserves it too)

 Photos by Suzette Troche-Stapp

How ’Mo Can Kathy Griffin Go?

Comic diva dishes on the new season of D-List, getting gayer and her sex symbol status
By Chris Azzopardi
Out-gaying Cher takes someone with a strong allegiance
to the queer community. Someone who’s played lezzy,
and maybe undergone some plastic touch-ups. Someone
like Kathy Griffin, the funny “fag hag” who’s shamelessly
self-deprecating about her D-list status, always adding to
her Hollywood hit-list and, now, even too gay for Cher.
The comedian’s also a memoirist, a voice in the latest Shrek film
and down with doing some girl-on-girl action, as she showed on
a recent episode of Law & Order: SVU. Still got a Kathy craving?
The sixth season of her wildly successful, Emmy-winning Bravo
reality show My Life on the D-List airs this summer, premiering
June 15.
Griffin gave us a peek into what she’s calling the gayest season
of the series, including her involvement in the “Don’t Ask, Don’t
Tell” repeal. She also chatted about how she discovered her
queer cult, being inspirational and why she was a “Gleek” before
they took over the world.
GayCalgary: I noticed something on your Twitter recently.
Kathy: On my twat? Oh, thank you!
GayCalgary: No, no. I’m gay. I don’t notice those kinds of
things.
Kathy: Oh yeah!
GayCalgary: So on your Twitter – not your twat – you
actually remind people that there’s swearing at your shows.
Isn’t that like saying there’ll be gays, too? It’s pretty obvious,
don’t you think?
Kathy: I had walkouts in Biloxi, Miss. People stormed
out. So I just feel that it is incumbent upon me – as a very
serious artist – to remind people that when they come to see
me they’re not seeing Mamma Mia! or The Lion King, because
I get to play these really beautiful theaters (laughs).
I just want to make sure everyone knows what they’re in
for. I just feel it’s fair. Yeah, there’s swearing, but swearing
is sort of an understatement. I just did my ad for Vegas,
because I’m doing the Colosseum like I’m fucking Celine Dion
or something –

GayCalgary: How gay!
Kathy: It’s beyond gay. In fact, Cher wants me to take
it down a notch, that’s how gay I am now. But anyway, I
actually had them put in the ad, “Kathy Griffin: D-List star
doing her stand-up comedy show. Hopes to offend.”
GayCalgary: You sell out shows everywhere and you’ve
won two Emmys, but you still claim you’re on the D-list. How
the hell?
Kathy: I know I’m on the D-list. I’m reminded, I wouldn’t
say on a daily basis, but a good twice a week, when I’m called
Kathie Lee Gifford. There are still a lot of talk shows I can’t
get on. And these are the same shows that are happy to have
Heidi and Spencer on, but that’s more of a Hollywood thing.
The D-list in my life: I was literally called Kathy Lee Griffith
last night. I went to see Ricky Gervais at a theater and I was
parking and they said –
(Griffin’s cell phone cuts out for several minutes before we
reconnect.) Chris, that was a bit of a D-list moment!
GayCalgary: No kidding! Crappy phone?
Kathy: Yeah, I have an unbelievably cheap phone and it’s
now officially broken. I’ve been on an emotional journey with
that phone and now I have to realize it’s time to let go. What’s
great is that I’m now using my old-fashioned princess phone
that I probably got at Sears like 20 years ago. But you know
what? This fucker works. Where were we?
GayCalgary: The D-list and Ricky Gervais.
Kathy: Right. Parking attendant. Kathy Lee Griffith. So I
had to keep convincing him that I was on the list if he would
just get the name part correct.
GayCalgary: And then there was the moment during the
Shrek Forever After premiere recently.
Kathy: Yeah, that was very A-list until my, of course, Dlist moment of standing next to Ryan Seacrest. I really had
a moment of thinking, Here I am in this room with Cameron
Diaz and Antonio Banderas and Mike Myers and Eddie
Murphy. And then it’s time for the photo and sure enough,
I’m standing next to Ryan Seacrest.

Continued on Page 25 
10
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Flying High

Macy Gray’s world looks more beautiful than ever with a new album, film and the same career-defining weirdness
By Chris Azzopardi
Maybe you forgot about Macy Gray. Not that anyone could:
She’s a loopy, 6-foot-tall standout with a distinctive,
soulful rasp. But Gray’s success since the monster hit “I
Try” has been just that – try after try. Ready to make a
big impression again, she’s releasing what she calls her
best album yet – The Sellout – on June 22. With songs
like the old-school first single “Beauty in the World” and
the apropos “The Comeback,” she’s bringing back the
sound that made her a ubiquitous name.
Gray gave us a buzz and chatted about the gayest song on her
fifth album, the beauty in her own world and the trip she wants
to take – to the afterlife.
GayCalgary: Tell me about the beauty in your own world.
Macy: Lots now: The music I make, my kids and my family. I
think I’ve grown up in the last couple of years – finally – and I feel
better about a lot of things. And what else? I don’t know. There’s
tons of it! It’s hard to list it all.
GayCalgary: Let’s give it a shot: Most beautiful song?
Macy: “My Way,” the Nina Simone mix.
GayCalgary: Person?
Macy: My mom.
GayCalgary: Ass?
Macy: I’ve been told I have a nice ass.
GayCalgary: So what’s caused you to grow up?
Macy: Too many mistakes. I had to stop and get myself together.
It’s cool to be carefree and all that shit, but at some point you
have to know what you’re doing (laughs) and be committed to
something, and I really just got around to that the last couple of
years. And I can tell I’m doing a lot better.
GayCalgary: Why do people think you’re a “psycho-ball,” like
you say on the album?
Macy: I don’t know. Just interpretation and misinterpretation.
I don’t really know where that came from, but suddenly I had
this reputation for being all these things.
GayCalgary: Would you say you’re weird?
Macy: Am I weird? Absolutely! I see things a little differently.
What makes you different is really what you want out of life.

GayCalgary: What do you want?
Macy: I would like to die for two weeks and see what it’s all
about, but then I want to come back. I’m just really fascinated by
what goes on when someone passes away, because obviously it’s
not over. I’d just like to get a peek into what’s in store for me.
GayCalgary: Someone else that’s maybe misunderstood also
happens to be your friend and a collaborator on this album: Bobby
Brown. What are we not seeing in him that you’re seeing?
Macy: Bobby’s adorable. He’s a sweetheart and he gets a very,
very bad rap – and he’s not a bad guy at all. I chose him for the
record because I think he’s a great singer and one of the last
romantic singers. Nobody sings to the girls anymore; they’re all
rappers or they want to talk about how much money they make.
He’s one of the last crooners. I just thought it’d be fitting he sang
with me (on “Real Love”), and our voices go great together.
GayCalgary: Does Bobby Brown share his marijuana supply?
Macy: Ohhh. (Laughs) Well, he doesn’t have to. There’s plenty
of marijuana for everybody to get some for themselves. He’s a
good guy – it’s not all about that for him.
GayCalgary: You talk about how you can’t tell if you’re going
to heaven or hell on the song “Help Me.” What would send you
to hell?
Macy: I’ve done lots of things, I’m sure, that God doesn’t
approve of.
GayCalgary: Like?
Macy: I have to name ’em? I went through a period where I
became a very good liar and lying always gets you into other
trouble … which leads you to hell (laughs). But I stopped that.
GayCalgary: When?
Macy: Probably after I stopped partying too much.
GayCalgary: They probably party in heaven.
Macy: I don’t think he disapproves of partying; it’s what you
do while you’re partying.
GayCalgary: What song on the album do you think your gay
fans will most get a kick out of?
Macy: Probably “Kissed It,” because it’s a song about sex – this
relationship that I stay in because the oral sex is so great.
GayCalgary: What’s the energy like when you play a gay venue
versus a straight one?

Continued on Page 44 
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Gay Travel

Getting Connected: The Guru Tour Stops In NYC
By Jon Fairbanks, Gaytravel.com
Anytime you go to New York City, there never seems to
be enough time to do everything you want to do or see all
the people you intend to see. This trip was particularly
hectic because the GT team was helping to promote the
FIRST ever Gay Travel Guru search.
NYC was the second city where we held launch parties to find Guru
applicants (San Diego was the first). Whomever’s chosen to become the
Gay Travel Guru will get paid $30,000 to travel around North America
for six months, plus all expenses paid. It’s a dream gig, and New York
City did not disappoint when we came looking for candidates.

The Suite Life
While in NYC, we stayed at the Algonquin Hotel on West 44th
Street. More than a hotel, the Algonquin in an important part of
the city’s history. The location of the “Algonquin Round Table,”
famous writers, including Dorothy Parker, Robert Benchley,
and Robert E. Sherwood would lunch here on a regular basis.
Some of these writers contributed to Vanity Fair. So it was
fitting, and an AMAZING opportunity to stay in the Vanity Fair
suite. Covers of past issues were the perfect accent to the
heavenly king bed and other comforts that were offered. At first
I was puzzled by the stuffed animal sitting near the couch. I
asked the reservation manager about the cat. He told me her
name was Matilda. She was a toy replica of the real Matilda,
the Algonquin’s “resident feline” that roams the lobby. Not only
are there stuffed animals made in her likeness, she also has
business cards and a email address.
Most of the accommodations and amenities at the hotel
are top notch. They could use a bigger gym. They have the
essential equipment but a bigger space would be great.
Hitting Chelsea
A 10 minute cab ride later, we were in Chelsea, New York’s
most prominent gayborhood. We met friends at Cafeteria.
Open 24 hours a day, Cafeteria is a great place to grab a drink
or a great meal. From seared yellow fin Tuna to chicken and
waffles, there’s something for every taste. Most of the waiters
and patrons are gay, so it’s also a great place to check out the
Chelsea boys.
Next came G Lounge, I remember going there years ago, but
I forgot how crowded it is. It’s a popular spot that offers great
drinks, hot dancers and dance music, but it’s a small venue.
If you’re looking for a quiet place to catch up with friends, this
isn’t it.
14
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On Thursday, after window shopping on 5th Avenue and
strolling through Central Park, it was time to head to our first
launch party at Splash. We got there around 7, so the crowd
wasn’t that big, it gets busier later in the evening. For the
amount of people that were there, we got a great selection of
applicants for our Gay Travel Guru job search. Many of the
applicants had blogs, were published writers or were well
connected in the New York City gay scene.
“Today” Wasn’t Our Day
We only stayed at Splash until about 10, because Friday was
an EARLY day. At about 3 in the morning, we grabbed our “Get
Paid To Sleep Around” banner and headed to Rockefeller Center
for a chance to be seen on “The Today Show.” For anyone
planning on doing this, don’t get there at 3! Nobody shows up
until 5:30. Luckily, three older ladies from Long Island kept
us company in line. They saw our gaytravel.com banner and
promptly showed us photos they had taken with a drag queen
after seeing “La Cage Aux Folles.”
We got through the barrier to get on “The Today Show,” but
didn’t get much air time. The camera crews avoided us at every
turn, but we did sneak our way on air in back of a cooking
segment in the last hour.
From the mixed results of “The Today Show,” it was time to
rest up for our second launch party at Boxers NYC. For only
being open for a week, the sports bar seems to already be a
popular spot with locals and out-of-towners like us.
Needless to say, New York City was a crucial stop on our Guru
launch junket. The applicants here were sophisticated, social
media savvy and well-connected. With so much to experience,
the second you leave you start thinking about what you’ll do
when you come back!
Our next stop, Chicago! We’ll be living it up in Boystown and
I’m sure will have some interesting stories to tell. Hopefully,
we’ll have such a good time that we’ll have to omit some of the
less family-friendly details.
For more information on gay-friendly destinations across the world or to apply to
become the first-ever Gay Travel Guru, go to gaytravel.com.  

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1718
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Is There a Guru in Boystown? gaytravel.com Arrives In Chicago
By Jon Fairbanks, Gaytravel.com
It’s All in the Name
It may seem too good to be true, but yes gaytravel.com is
looking to hire someone to travel North America for six months,
all expenses paid plus $30,000. The job? You have to blog,
upload photos and videos and share your experiences with our
site visitors. To help spread the word, we hosted launch parties
in San Diego and New York City… next up …the queer capital
of the Midwest, Chicago.
Boystown was the ideal third stop on our search for the
first Gay Travel Guru. With a population of more than 800
thousand LGBT residents, Boystown was the first community
labeled a “gay village” in North America. With many bars here
open until 5 am on the weekends in Boystown, there’s always a
good time to be found. During the day, my travel buddy Tommy
and I enjoyed scoping out the numerous boutiques, restaurants
and historic architecture that line this gayborhood.
Both of our flights were delayed because of bad weather and
we hit rush hour traffic getting into the city, but we made it in
time to host our first launch party at Roscoe’s (http://www.
roscoes.com/) on North Halsted on Thursday. There was a
small crowd there at first, but the big difference from all of
the other cities we’ve visited was that everybody was friendly
and quick to approach us and ask why we were there. As
the evening went on, more people showed up and more liquor
started flowing from the bar. By the end of the evening, we
had a nice selection of Guru applicants. From the bar area
where we were stationed, patrons migrated to the dance floor.
Roscoe’s plays music videos but ones you wouldn’t expect, like
a mash-up featuring Lady Gaga‘s “Bad Romance,” spliced with
Metallic’s “Enter Sandman.” It was pretty cool!
Famished from a hard night at “work,” we headed across the
street to The Pie Hole (www.pieholepizzajoint.com). For just a
couple of bucks, you can get a huge slice of fresh-made pizza.
We didn’t happen to be drunk, but it was great late night food
anyway. The eatery boasts “contemporary pizza” and “stunning
views of the 7-11 parking lot.” I’m not sure what “contemporary
pizza” is, but the view of the store was … err … breathtaking.
For our second Guru launch event, we didn’t have to travel
too far. Sidetrack (sidetrackchicago.com) entertains a generally
older crowd. The potential Gurus we found here were VERY
impressive. From bloggers and web entrepreneurs, to folks in
the hospitality business and bartenders, it was a nice mix. If you
like show tunes or comedy shows, this is the place for you. The
venue hosts weekly events for every taste and interest. The DJ

played videos like at Roscoe’s, but not the expected Lady Gaga
or Britney Spears clips, rather from movie musicals. Patrons
we treated to numbers from “Dreamgirls,” “The Producers,” and
a bunch of older stuff. The bartenders told me that the regulars
love it. I know that’s true because they were reciting lines in
unison as the videos were playing. My favorite clip though was
the SNL sketch with Betty White talking about her “muffin” on
the mock public radio station. A new classic! Wonder how long
it will take the fellas to memorize it.
R&R Across Town
After a night of meeting hotties in Boystown, we trekked
downtown to the Magnificent Mile, where we stayed at the
Marriott
Downtown
(www.marriott.com/.../chidt-chicagomarriott-downtown-magnificent-mile/). The staff was friendly
and quick to accommodate us. The three room suite was
the perfect place to retire and catch a glimpse of the amazing
skyline. Another huge selling point, the property is in close
proximity to the high-end shops on North Michigan.
Getting Caught in Tourist Traps
Honestly, sightseeing is not my favorite pastime. Fighting
crowds and paying huge admission fees is not fun for me. But
there were a few key destinations we had to check out while in
town. Our first stop was the Willis Tower (aka Sears Tower).
Reaching 108 stories, it’s the tallest building in the United
States. Inside you’ll find shops, restaurants and offices. If you
plan on going to the top, be prepared to wait. The line can get
pretty long.
Just walking around, we stumbled upon Millennium Park.
The 24-acre park is indeed a haven for school groups and
out of towners. But the Frank Gehry-designed Jay Pritzker
Pavilion, interactive Crown Fountain and other structures are
irresistible.
Bad weather delayed our trip into Chicago, luckily the sun
arrived just as we did! And the boys AND girls that make Boystown
a must-see destination, did not disappoint.
For more information on gay-friendly destinations across the world or to apply to
become the first-ever Gay Travel Guru, go to gaytravel.com.  

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1719
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Calgary Outlink---------- Community Groups
Aids Calgary------------- Community Groups
Backlot------------------------ Bars and Clubs
Calgary Eagle Inc.------------ Bars and Clubs
Texas Lounge----------------- Bars and Clubs
Goliath’s-------------------------- Bathhouses

9
13
16
24
33
34

MPs (Money Pennies)-------- Bars and Clubs
Westways Guest House---- Accommodations
Priape Calgary------------------ Retail Stores
Courtney Aarbo----------------------- Services
Twisted Element-------------- Bars and Clubs
Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------- Theatre

Find Out!

One Yellow Rabbit-------------------- Theatre
ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects-------- Theatre
Pumphouse Theatre----------------- Theatre
La Fleur-------------------------- Retail Stores
Lisa Heinricks----------Theatre and Fine Arts
Sandra G. Sebree-------------------- Services

Calgary

LGBT Community Directory
GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine is the go-to source for
information about Alberta LGBT businesses and community
groups—the most extensive and accurate resource of its kind! This
print supplement contains a subset of active community groups
and venues, with premium business listings of paid advertisers.

✰. ..... Find our Magazine Here

35
36
37
41
43
52

......... Wheelchair Accessible

Spot something inaccurate or outdated? Want your business or
organization listed? We welcome you to contact us!

 403-543-6960		
 1-888-543-6960
 magazine@gaycalgary.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/CalgaryTravelRss
http://www.gaycalgary.com/EdmontonTravelRss

Local Bars, Restaurants, and Accommodations info on the go!
http://www.gaycalgary.com/Directory

Browse our complete directory of over 540 gay-frieindly listings!

Marquee Room--------------- Bars and Clubs
Sacred Balance Piercing-------- Retail Stores
Theatre Junction--------------------- Theatre
Village Bistro & Lounge----------Restaurant

of Sinatra” on Fri. and varied entertainment on
Thurs. Please call for details.

Accommodations
13 Westways Guest House--------------------✰
 216 - 25th Avenue SW  403-229-1758
 1-866-846-7038  westways@shaw.ca
 www.gaywestways.com

Wingate by Wyndham
 400 Midpark Way SE
 www.wingatehotels.com

55
56
58
59

 403-514-0099

Bars & Clubs
3 Backlot----------------------------------- ✰
 209 - 10th Ave SW
 403-265-5211
 Open 7 days a week, 4pm-close
4 Calgary Eagle Inc.----------------------- ✰
 424a - 8th Ave SE
 403-263-5847
 http://www.calgaryeagle.com
 Open Wed-Sun, 5pm-close

Leather/Denim/Fetish bar.
Club Paradiso
 1413 - 9th Ave SE, upstairs
 403-265-5739
 www.villagecantina.ca

55 Marquee Room-----------------------------✰
 612 - 8th Avenue SW
 http://www.marqueeroom.com

Alternative night every Wednesday.
9 Money Pennies (MPs)------------------- ✰
 1742 - 10th Ave SW
 403-263-7411
 http://www.money-pennies.com
 Closed Mondays.

Bar and restaurant.
5 Texas Lounge-------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 http://www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 11am-close
33 Twisted Element
 1006 - 11th Ave SW
 403-802-0230
 http://www.twistedelement.ca

Dance Club and Lounge.

Bathhouses/Saunas
6 Goliaths-------------------------------------✰
 308 - 17 Ave SW
 403-229-0911
 http://www.goliaths.ca
 Open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day

Carly’s Angels on Sat. Billy Schmidt’s “Sounds
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CALGARY EVENTS
Mondays

Squash------------------------------------- 7pm
See Apollo
ASK Meet and Greet---------------  7-9:30pm
See Alberta Society for Kink
Inside Out Youth Group----------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
Yoga-----------------------------  7:45-9:15pm
See Apollo Calgary
Jan11Apr5
Radio Show-------------------------  8:30-9pm
See “Yeah...What She Said!”
Tuesdays

Calgary Networking Club--------------  5-7pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 1st Tues
Between Men---------------------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 2nd, 4th
Rehearsals--------------------------  7-9:30pm
See Calgary Men’s Chorus
Jun
Karaoke------------------------------  8pm-1am
At 5 Texas Lounge
Lawn Bowling---------------------------  6-9pm
See Apollo
Wednesdays

Communion Service------------------  12:10pm
See Knox United Church
Women’s Healing Circle---------------  1:30pm
See AIDS Calgary
Wing Night------------------------------  All Day
At 9 Money Pennies
Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day
At 4 Calgary Eagle
With Prime Timers Calgary
Badminton------------------------------  7-9pm
See Apollo Calgary
Jan6Mar31
Bowling------------------------------------ 7pm
See Apollo Calgary
Mar3
Radio Show----------------------------  9-10pm
See Urban Sex Radio

Community Groups
2 AIDS Calgary---------------------------- ✰
 110, 1603 10th Avenue SW
 403-508-2500
 info@aidscalgary.org
 www.aidscalgary.org

Alberta Society for Kink
 403-398-9968
 albetasocietyforkink@hotmail.com
 http://ca.groups.yahoo.com/

		group.albertasocietyforkink
Apollo Calgary - Friends in Sports
 www.apollocalgary.com
 www.myapollo.com

A volunteer operated, non-profit organization
serving primarily members of the LGBT communities
but open to all members of all communities.
Primary focus is to provide members with well-

18

Thursdays

Country Night------------------------- Evening
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Swim Practice---------------------------  6-7pm
See Different Strokes
Fake Mustache Show---------------  7-9:45pm
See Miscellaneous Youth Network
 1st

Worship Services-------------------------  11am
See Knox United Church
BBQ Social Sundays----------------------- 2pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Church Service----------------------------- 4pm
See Rainbow Community Church

Fridays

Swim Practice---------------------------  5-6pm
See Different Strokes

Leather Night-------------------------- Evening
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Sunday Socials----------------------  Afternoon
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Illusions--------------------------------  7-10pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 1st

Free Pool-------------------------------  All Day
At 4 Calgary Eagle

Womynspace----------------------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 2nd

Thursday, June 3rd

New Directions--------------------------  7-9pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 3rd
Beach Volleyball-----------------  7:30-9:30pm
See Apollo
Heading Out-----------------------  8pm-10pm
See 1 Calgary Outlink
 4th
Saturdays

Running------------------------------------  9am
See Apollo
Tennis------------------------------------  10am
By Apollo
Coffee------------------------------------  10am
See Prime Timers Calgary
Wing Night------------------------------  All Day
At 9 Money Pennies
Karaoke------------------------------  8pm-1am
At 5 Texas Lounge
Tuned Out Music Trivia----------------  Evening
At 9 Money Pennies
 1st, 3rd
Sundays

Worship Time----------------------------  10am
See Deer Park United Church
Worship------------------------------  10:30am
See Scarboro United Church

organized and fun sporting events and other
activities.
• Western Cup 29
www.westerncup.com
North America’s largest LGBT sporting competition
with over 400 athletes in up to seven different
sports.
• Badminton (Absolutely Smashing)
 badminton@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive updates.
• Bowling (Rainbow Riders League)
 bowling@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive updates.
• Curling
 curling@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive updates.
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Annual General Meeting---------------  5-7pm
By 1 Calgary Outlink
 deVille Coffee (1302 - 1st Street SW)
Private Party------------------------------- 7pm
By GirlsGroove
At Halo (13226 Macleod Trail SE)
Fake Mustache----------------------  7-9:40pm
By Miscellaneous Youth Network
 Soda Lounge (211 – 12th Avenue SW)
Friday, June 4th

Happily Ever After Party!----------------- 7pm
By Fairy Tales
At 55 Marquee Room
Saturday, June 5th

PURE: Pride 2010---------------------------10pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Sunday, June 6th

Social Sunday BBQ---------------------  1-3pm
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Annual General Meeting----------  11am-2pm
By ISCCA
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Saturday, June 12th

Dance Party----------------------------  12-8am
At 5 Goliaths Saunatel

Taste Buds Dinner------------------------- 7pm
By Girlfriends
 The Firewater Eatery (222 - 7th Street SW)
Queer Prom-------------------------  8pm-2am
By Miscellaneous Youth Network
 Hillhurst Sunnyside Community Centre
1320 5th Avenue SW
Thursday, June 17th

Cabin Fever-------------------------------- 9pm
By Cabin Fever
 The SODA (211 12 Ave SW)
Friday, June 18th

Bar Vest Night---------------------  10pm-2am
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Sunday, June 20th

Flashlight Party---------------------  6pm-6am
At 5 Goliaths Saunatel
Friday, June 25th

Ladies in Levi’s------------------  8pm-1am
By GirlsGroove
 Big Rock Brewery (5555 76 Avenue SE)
Sunday, June 27th

Lilith Fair------------------------------  All Day
 McMahon Stadium
Wednesday, June 30th

Wet Boxer Contest-----------------  10pm-2am
At 4 Calgary Eagle
Thursday, July 1st

ARGRA Rodeo--------------------------All Day
By ARGRA
Jul4
Detailed events listing on page 35.
Monday, July 5th

Last Stand Party-------------------  10pm-2am
At 4 Calgary Eagle
September 2010

Pride Dance-----------------------------  TBA
By Pride Calgary
Sep4
Pride Parade/Street Festival----------  TBA
By Pride Calgary
Sep5

3rd Anniversary------------------------  All Day
At 9 Money Pennies
Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range/Future),  = Sponsored Event
• Golf
 golf@apollocalgary.com
Occasional rounds will occur during the summer of
2010 depending on weather and leaders. Sign up
at myapollo.org to receive updates.
• Lawn Bowling
 Inglewood Lawn Bowling Club
		1235 8th Avenue SE
 lawnbowling@apollocalgary.com
• Outdoor Pursuits
 outdoorpursuits@apollocalgary.com
If it’s done outdoors, we do it. Volunteer led events
all summer and winter. Hiking, camping, biking,
skiing, snow shoeing, etc. Sign up at myapollo.org
to get updates on the sport you like. We’re always
looking for people to lead events.
• Running (Calgary Frontrunners)
 YMCA Eau Claire (4th St, 1st Ave SW)
 calgaryfrontrunners@shaw.ca

East Doors (directly off the Bow river pathway).
Distances vary from 8 km - 15 km. Runners from 6
minutes/mile to 9+ minute miles.
• Slow Pitch
 slow.pitch@apollocalgary.com
Will be running Friday nights during the summer
of 2010, location to be determined. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive immediate notice of start
date and location.
• Squash
 Mount Royal University Recreation
 squash@apollocalgary.com
All skill levels welcome.
• Tennis
 U of C Courts
 tennis@apollocalgary.com
All skill levels welcome. Drop in. Look for Randall.
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• Volleyball (Beach)
 Volleydome (2825 24 Avenue NW)
 beachvb@apollocalgary.com

who would like to promote their businesses or
who would like to meet new people - no business
affiliation is necessary.

• Volleyball (Rec + Int/Comp)
 vb@apollocalgary.com
Both Leagues will return in September 2010. Sign
up at myapollo.org to receive updates.

• Heading Out
Peer group for men who are looking for an
alternative social activity to the bar. Activities vary
and are fun and entertaining.

• Yoga
 yoga@apollocalgary.com
Will return in September 2010. Sign up at
myapollo.org to receive updates.

• Illusions Calgary
Social group for Calgary and area transgender
community members (cross dressers, transvestites,
drag kings and queens). A safe, discrete and
welcoming atmosphere, in which transgendered
people can meet others of like mind.

Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association (ARGRA)
 www.argra.org
• Monthly Dances----------------------------- Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Association
		1320 - 5th Avenue NW
Artists for the Quality of Life
 403-890-1261
 www.afqol.com
Cabin Fever
 The Soda
Women’s dance and social night.
Calgary Gay Fathers
 calgaryfathers@hotmail.com
 http://www.calgarygayfathers.ca

Peer support group for gay, bisexual and
questioning fathers. Meeting twice a month.
Calgary Men’s Chorus
 http://www.calgarymenschorus.org
• Rehearsals
 Temple B’Nai Tikvah, 900 - 47 Avenue SW
Calgary Sexual Health Centre---------- ✰
 304, 301 14th Street NW
 403-283-5580
 http://www.calgarysexualhealth.ca

A pro-choice organization that believes all people
have the right and ability to make their own choices
regarding their sexual and reproductive health.
1 Calgary Outlink-----------------------------✰
 #4, 1230A 17th Avenue SW
 403-234-8973
 http://www.calgaryoutlink.com

Formerly know as the Gay And Lesbian Community
Services Association (GLCSA).
• Peer Support and Crisis Line
 1-877-OUT-IS-OK (1-877-688-4765)
Front-line help service for GLBT individuals and
their family and friends, or anyone questioning
their sexuality.
• Library
A great selection of resource books, fiction, nonfiction, videos and everything in between, all with a
queer perspective.
• Drop-In Center
A safe and supportive environment for one-to-one
peer counseling for many issues surrounding family,
coming out, homosexuality, loneliness and other
issues.
• Between Men and Between Men Online
Peer support, sexual health education for gay
or bisexual men, as well as those who may be
uncertain or questioning their sexuality.
• Calgary Networking Club
 Ming, 520 - 17th Ave SW
The networking meetings are open to all individuals

• Inside Out
Peer-facilitated youth group for GLBTQ ages 15-25.
Aims to let youth know they are not alone, and to
connect them with their peers. Safe environment
with a variety of resources and activities.
• New Directions
Drop in peer-support group to provide support and
resources for individuals who identify as transsexual
or inter-sexed.
• SHEQ Soulful Healing Ego Quest
 Trudy or Krista, 403-585-7437
Workshop for women—a chance to grow and share
their experiences related to women’s sexuality. To
participate, please call or leave your name and a
contact time/number with Calgary Outlink.
• Womynspace
Peer social/support group for women providing an
evening of fun, bonding, discussion and activities.
Calgary Queer Book Club
 Weeds Cafe (1903 20 Ave NW)

Deer Park United Church/Wholeness Centre
 77 Deerpoint Road SE
 403-278-8263
 http://www.dpuc.ca
Different Strokes
 http://www.differentstrokescalgary.org

• Swim Practice
 SAIT Pool, 1301 - 16th Ave NW
 No practices on long weekends
Don’t Buy In Project
 http://www.dontbuyin.ca

This Calgary Police Service Initiative aims to
encourage youth to working towards an inclusive
environment in which diversity is embraced in their
schools and community.
FairyTales Presentation Society
 #4 - 1230A 17th Avenue SW
 403-244-1956
 http://www.fairytalesfilmfest.com
Alberta Gay & Lesbian Film Festival.
• DVD Resource Library
Over a hundred titles to choose from. Annual
membership is $10.
Gay Singles in Calgary
 http://www.gaysinglesincalgary.org

Girl Friends
 members.shaw.ca/girlfriends

Girlsgroove
 http://www.girlsgroove.ca

GLBT Housing
 http://www.glbthousing.ca

HIV Peer Support Group
 403-230-5832
 hivpeergroup@yahoo.ca

recreational activities. Open to all gay and bisexual
men of any age, respects whatever degree of
anonymity that each member desires.

 http://www.iscca.ca

• Free Pool
 4 Calgary Eagle

Imperial Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch.
Charity fundraising group..

• Saturday Coffee
 Midtown Co-op, 1130 - 11th Ave SW

ISCCA Social Association

Knox United Church
 506 - 4th Street SW
 403-269-8382
 http://www.knoxunited.ab.ca

Knox United Church is an all-inclusive church
located in downtown Calgary. A variety of facility
rentals are also available for meetings, events and
concerts.
• Worship Services
 10:30am in July and August.
Miscellaneous Youth Network
http://www.miscyouth.com
• Fake Mustache------------------------------ The Soda, 211 - 12th Ave SW
Calgary’s ONLY Drag King Show. $5 cover. $2
cover under 18. Advance tickets available at Barbies
Shop.
Mystique
 mystiquesocialclub@yahoo.com

Mystique is primarily a Lesbian group for women 30
and up but all are welcome.
• Coffee Night
 Second Cup (2312 - 4th Street SW)
NETWORKS
 403-293-3356
 sanpfeif@telus.net

A social, cultural, and service organization for the
mature minded and “Plus 40” LGBT individuals
seeking to meet others at age-appropriate activities
within a positive, safe environment.
Parents for Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
 Sean: 403-695-5791
 http://www.pflagcanada.ca

A registered charitable organization that provides
support, education and resources to parents,
families and individuals who have questions or
concerns about sexual orientation or gender identity.
Positive Space Committee
 4825 Mount Royal Gate SW
 403-440-6383
 http://www.mtroyal.ca/positivespace

Works to raise awareness and challenge the
patterns of silence that continue to marginalize
LGBTTQ individuals.
Pride Calgary Planning Committee
 403-797-6564
 www.pridecalgary.ca
Pride Rainbow Project
 prp@planet-save.com
 http://www.priderainbowproject.com
Youth run project designed to show support for
same-sex marriage in Canada and elsewhere. A
fabric rainbow banner approximately 5 feet wide
- goal is to make it 3.2km (2 miles) long, in order
to break the world record.
Primetimers Calgary
 primetimerscalgary@gmail.com
 http://www.primetimerscalgary.com

Designed to foster social interaction for its members
through a variety of social, educational and

Queers on Campus---------------------- ✰
 279R Student Union Club Spaces, U of C
 403-220-6394
 http://www.ucalgary.ca/~glass

Formerly GLASS - Gay/Lesbian Association of
Students and Staff.
• Coffee Night
 2nd Cup, Kensington
Rainbow Community Church
 Hillhurst United, 1227 Kensington Close NW
 roneberly@shaw.ca
 http://www.rainbowcommunitychurch.ca

The Rainbow Community Church is an all-inclusive
church; everyone is welcome.
Rocky Mountain Bears
 bearcoltr@shaw.ca
 http://www.rockymountainbears.com

Safety Under the Rainbow
 http://www.safetyrainbow.ca

Mission: To raise awareness and understanding of
same-sex domestic violence and homophobic youth
bullying.
Scarboro United Church
 134 Scarboro Avenue SW
 403-244-1161  www.scarborounited.ab.ca

An affirming congregation—the full inclusion of
LGBT people is essential to our mission and purpose.
Sharp Foundation
 403-272-2912
 sharpfoundation@nucleus.com
 http://www.thesharpfoundation.com

Unity Bowling
 Let’s Bowl (2916 - 5th Ave NE)
 sundayunity@live.com

Urban Sex Radio Show
 CJSW 90.9 FM
 http://www.cjsw.com
Focus on sexuality; gay bisexual lesbian trans
gendered and straight issues here in Calgary and
around the web.
Western Canada Bigmen and Admirers
 groups.yahoo.com/group/

		WesternCanadaBigmenGroup/
 bigpaul41@yahoo.com
Vigor Calgary
 403-255-7004

 www.vigorcalgary.ca
Violence in Gay Male Relationships (VIGOR) is a
committee of professionals dedicated to increasing
the awareness of gay men’s domestic violence and
the services available to them.

“Yeah...What She Said!” Radio Show
 CJSW 90.9 FM
 yeahwhatshesaid@gmail.com

Restaurants
4 Calgary Eagle Inc.---------------------		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.
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1 Pride Centre------------- Community Groups
3 HIV Network------------- Community Groups
4 Edmonton STD---------- Community Groups

Halo Steak, Seafood & Wine Bar

T&T Honda

 Canyon Meadows Plaza

 888 Meridian Road NE
 403-291-1444
 sales@tandthonda.ca
 www.tandthonda.ca

		13226 Macleod Trail SE
 403-271-4111
 www.halorestaurant.com
9 MPs (Money Pennies)-----------------		See Calgary - Bars and Clubs.

6 Buddy’s Nite Club------------ Bars and Clubs
7 Down Under Baths--------------- Bathhouses
8 Prism Bar & Grill------------- Bars and Clubs

✰

59 Village Bistro & Lounge------------------ 2F, 610 8th Ave SE
 403-262-6342 ext 236
 Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm, Sat: 11am-4pm

Retail Stores
Adult Depot----------------------------- ✰
 403-258-2777
Gay, bi, straight video rentals and sex toys.
 140, 58th Ave SW

41 La Fleur------------------------------------ 103 - 100 7th Avenue SW
 403-266-1707

Florist and Flower Shop.
The Naked Leaf--------------------------- 305 10th Street NW
 403-283-3555
 http://www.thenakedleaf.ca
Organic teas and tea ware.
16 Priape Calgary------------------------- ✰
 1322 - 17 Ave SW
 403-215-1800
 http://www.priape.com

Cruiseline
 403-777-9494 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca

Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.

• Kelvin Hur
 403-990-9080
New Vehicle Sales Manager

DevaDave Salon & Boutique
 810 Edmonton Trail NE
 403-290-1973
Cuts, Colour, Hilights.

• Lawrence Wong
 403-870-5001
Sales Consultant

Duncan’s Residential Cleaning
 Jim Duncan: 403-978-6600
Residential cleaning. Free estimates.

Wares & Wear Ventures Inc.
		See Canada - Retail Stores.

Services & Products
Bad Romance Entertainment
 www.badromance-entertainment.com

Calgary Civil Marriage Centre
 403-246-4134
 ca.ca@shaw.ca
Marriage Commissioner for Alberta (aka Justice of
the Peace - JP), Marriage Officiant, Commissioner
for Oaths.
24 Courtney Aarbo (Barristers & Solicitors)
 1138 Kensington Road NW
 403-571-5120
 http://www.courtneyaarbo.ca

GLBT legal services.

Clothing and accessories. Adult toys, leather wear,
movies and magazines. Gifts.
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11 Steamworks---------------------- Bathhouses
12 Woody’s----------------------- Bars and Clubs
13 PLAY Nightclub--------------- Bars and Clubs
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Interactive Male
 403-261-2112 trial code 8873
 1-800-777-8000
www.interactivemale.com

Lorne Doucette (CIR Realtors)
 403-461-9195
 http://www.lornedoucette.com

Marnie Campbell (Maxwell Realtors)
 403-479-8619
 http://www.marniecampbell.ca

MFM Communications
 403-543-6970
 1-877-543-6970
 http://www.mfmcommunications.com

Web site hosting and development. Computer
hardware and software.
MPs Catering
 403-607-8215

14 FLASH------------------------- Bars and Clubs

Rick Grenier (Invis)
 403-862-1162

 rickgrenier@invis.ca

Mortgage solutions.
56 Sacred Balance Piercing
 1528 - 17th Avenue SW  403-277-4449
 www.sacredbalancetattoo.com

Tattos and body piercing.
SafeWorks
Free and confidential HIV/AIDS and STI testing.
• Calgary Drop-in Centre
 Room 117, 423 - 4th Ave SE
 403-699-8216
 Mon-Fri: 9am-12pm, Sat: 12:15pm-3:15pm
• Centre of Hope
 Room 201, 420 - 9th Ave SE
 403-410-1180
 Mon-Fri: 1pm-5pm
• Sheldon M. Chumir Health Centre
 1213 - 4th Str SW
 403-955-6014
 Sat-Thu: 4:15pm-7:45pm, Fri: Closed
• Safeworks Van
 403-850-3755
 Sat-Thu: 8pm-12am, Fri: 4pm-12am
52 Sandra G. Sebree, Lawyer
 1610 - 17th Ave SW
 403-228-8108
 www.sandrasebree.com

TherapyWorks
 403-561-6873
 ckorol@therapyworks.ca

Directory & Events
 http://www.therapyworks.com
Take back your life from stress, sadness, and worry.

Theatre & Fine Arts
36 ATP, Alberta Theatre Projects
 403-294-7402  http://www.ATPlive.com

AXIS Contemporary Art------------------- 107, 100 - 7 Ave SW
 403-262-3356
 rob@axisart.ca
 www.axisart.ca
Fairytales
		See Calgary - Community Groups.

Community Groups
Alberta Bears
 www.bearbeef.org

Altview-Strathcona County LGBTQ Group
 #44, 48 Brentwood Blvd, Sherwood Park, AB
 www.altview.ca

Book Worm’s Book Club
 Second Cup, 11210 Jasper Ave
 bookworm@teamedmonton.ca

Jubilations Dinner Theatre
 Bow Trail and 37th St. SW
 403-249-7799
 www.jubilations.ca

Buck Naked Boys Club
 780-471-6993
 http://www.bucknakedboys.ca

43 Lisa Heinricks (Artist)--------------------- Art Central, 100 7th Ave SW, lower level
 http://www.creamydreamy.com
35 One Yellow Rabbit------------------------- Big Secret Theatre - EPCOR CENTRE
 403-299-8888
 www.oyr.org
37 Pumphouse Theatre------------------ 2140 Pumphouse Avenue SW
 403-263-0079
 http://www.pumphousetheatres.ca

✰

Stagewest-------------------------------

✰

Naturism club for men—being social while everyone
is naked, and it does not include sexual activity.
Participants do not need to be gay, only male.
Camp fYrefly
 7-104 Dept. of Educational Policy Studies
		Faculty of Education, University of Alberta
		Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2G5
 http://www.fyrefly.ualberta.ca
Edmonton Pride Week Society

 727 - 42 Avenue SE
 403-243-6642
 http://www.stagewestcalgary.com
58 Theatre Junction---------------------- Theatre Junction GRAND, 608 1st St. SW
 403-205-2922
 info@theatrejunction.com
http://www.theatrejunction.com

11 Steamworks--------------------------------✰
 11745 Jasper Ave
 780-451-5554
 http://www.steamworksedmonton.com

✰

34 Vertigo Mystery Theatre------------------ 161, 115 - 9 Ave SE
 403-221-3708
 http://www.vertigomysterytheatre.com

Edmonton
Bars & Clubs
5 Boots Bar and Lounge----------------- ✰
 10242 106th St
 780-423-5014
 http://www.bootsbar.ca/
6 Buddy’s Nite Club--------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6636
13 PLAY Nightclub-----------------------------✰
 10220 103 Street
 780-497-7529
 info@playnightclub.ca
 http://www.playnightclub.ca
14 FLASH---------------------------------------✰
 10018 105 Street
 780-999-8255
8 Prism Bar & Grill----------------------- ✰
 10524 101st St
 780-990-0038
 http://www.prismbar.ca
12 Woody’s-------------------------------------✰
 11725 Jasper Ave
 780-488-6557

Bathhouses/Saunas
7 Down Under Baths-------------------------✰
 12224 Jasper Ave
 780-482-7960
 http://www.gayedmonton.com

 http://www.prideedmonton.org

Edmonton Prime Timers
 edmontonpt@yahoo.ca
 www.primetimersww.org/edmonton
Group of older gay men and their admirers who come
from diverse backgrounds but have common social
interests. Affiliated with Prime Timers World Wide.
Edmonton Rainbow Business Association
 3379, 11215 Jasper Ave  780-429-5014
 http://www.edmontonrba.org

Primary focus is the provision of networking
opportunities for LGBT owned or operated and LGBTfriendly businesses in the Edmonton region.
Edmonton Illusions Social Club
 5 Boots Bar & Grill
 780-387-3343
 groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions
4 Edmonton STD
 11111 Jasper Ave

Edmonton Vocal Minority
 780-479-2038
 sing@evmchoir.com
 www.evmchoir.com
Exposure 2010
 TBA
3 HIV Network Of Edmonton Society---- ✰
 11456 Jasper Ave  www.hivedmonton.com

Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose
 http://www.gayedmonton.org

OUTreach
 University of Alberta, basement of SUB
 outreach@ualberta.ca
 http://www.ualberta.ca/~outreach

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender/transsexual,
Queer, Questioning and Straight-but-not-Narrow
student group.
1 Pride Centre of Edmonton-------------- ✰
 95A Street, 111 Ave
 780-488-3234
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org

• Community Potluck
 Main Space – Upstairs
 tuff@shaw.ca
A potluck open to all members of the LGBTQ
community. A time to get together, share a meal
and meet people from the community.
• Free School
 Main Space – Upstairs
 monika_penner@shaw.ca
Free School provides workshops on a variety of
topics related to local activism.
• Get Tested for STIs
Free STD testing for anyone interested. For more
information please contact the Pride Centre.
• GLBT Seniors Drop-In
 Main Space – Upstairs
 tuff@shaw.ca
A social and support group for seniors of all genders
and sexualities to talk, have tea and offer each
other support.
• Men Talking with Pride
 Main Space – Upstairs
 robwells780@hotmail.com
A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and
transgendered men to discuss current issues and to
offer support to each other.
• Men’s HIV Support Group
 Green Room – Upstairs
 huges@shaw.ca
Support group for people living with HIV/AIDS.

• YouthSpace
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
A safe and supportive space for GLBTQ youth aged
13–25. Video games, computers with internet,
clothing bank, and more.
• Youth Understanding Youth
		See separate listing.
Team Edmonton
 president@teamedmonton.ca
 http://www.teamedmonton.ca

Members are invited to attend and help determine
the board for the next term. If you are interested in
running for the board or getting involved in some of
the committees, please contact us.
• Badminton (Mixed)
 St. Thomas Moore School, 9610 165 Street
 coedbadminton@teamedmonton.ca
New group seeking male & female players.
• Badminton (Women’s)
 Oliver School, 10227 - 118 Street
 780-465-3620
 badminton@teamedmonton.ca
Women’s Drop-In Recreational Badminton. $40.00
season or $5.00 per drop in.
•Ballroom Dancing
 Foot Notes Dance Studio, 9708-45 Avenue NW
 Cynthia: 780-469-3281
• Blazin’ Bootcamp
 Lynnwood School
 bootcamp@teamedmonton.ca

• PFLAG
 Red room - Downstairs
 780-436-1998
 edmontonab@pflagcanada.ca
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays: A support
group for family members and friends of GLBT
people. An excellent resource for people whose
family members and friends have just come out.

• Bowling (Northern Titans)
 Gateway Lanes, 100 - 3414 Gateway Blvd
 bowling@teamedmonton.ca
$15.00 per person.

• Prime Timers
See Edmonton Primetimers.

• Curling with Pride
 Granite Curling Club, 8620 107 Street NW
 780-463-5942
 curling@teamedmonton.ca

• Suit Up and Show Up: AA Big Book Study
 Downstairs Couch Area
Discussion and support group for those struggling
with an alcohol addiction or seeking support in
staying sober.
• TTIQ
 Green Room – Upstairs
 admin@pridecentreofedmonton.org
TTIQ is mixed gender open support group addressing
the needs of transsexual and transgendered
individuals.
• Womonspace Board Meeting
 Main Space – Upstairs
 wspresident@hotmail.com
Womonspace is a Social and Recreational Society
in Edmonton run by volunteers. They provide
opportunities for lesbians to interact and support
each other in a safe environment, and to contribute
to the broader community.
• Youth Movie
 Main Space – Upstairs
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org
Movie chosen by youth (aged 14 – 25), usually
with LGBT themes. Popcorn is served.

• Cross Country Skiing
 crosscountry@teamedmonton.ca

• Cycling (Edmonton Prideriders)
 Various locations in Edmonton
 cycling@teamedmonton.ca
 Every Wednesday, 6:30pm
• Dragon Boat (Flaming Dragons)
 dragonboat@teamedmonton.ca
• Golf
 golf@teamedmonton.ca
• Gymnastics, Drop-in
 Ortona Gymnastics Club, 8755 - 50 Avenue
 gymnastics@teamedmonton.ca
Have the whole gym to yourselves and an instructor
to help you achieve your individual goals. Cost is
$5.00 per session.
• Hockey
 hockey@teamedmonton.ca
• Outdoor Pursuits
 outdoorpursuits@teamedmonton.ca
• Running (Arctic Frontrunners)
 Kinsmen Sports Centre, front entrance
 running@teamedmonton.ca
All genders and levels of runners and walkers are
invited to join this free activity.
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EDMONTON EVENTS
Mondays

Boot Camp------------------------------  7-8pm
See Team Edmonton

Intermediate Volleyball--------  7:30-9:30pm
See Team Edmonton

Friday, June 4th

Tuesday, June 15th

Swimming------------------------------ Evening
See Team Edmonton

Candidate Show---------------------------  TBA
By ISCWR
At PLAY Nightclub - Location (10220 103 Street)

Police Pride Reception----------  4:30-6:30pm
By Pride Edmonton
 Edmonton Police Service North Division Station
		14203 - 50 Street

Fridays

Saturday, June 5th

Men’s HIV Support Group-------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd

Edmonton Illusions-------------------------- ???
See 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd

Anniversary Party---------------------  All Day
At 8 Prism

Curling---------------------------------  7:15pm
See Team Edmonton
Mar

Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Friday, June 11th

Tuesdays

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See Youth Understanding Youth

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
TTIQ-------------------------------------  2-4pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd
Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Movie Night------------------  6:30-8:30
See 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton
Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
Saturdays

Thursday, June 17th

Nudist Retreat-------------------------  All Day
By Bucknaked Edmonton
Jun13
 Labyrinth Lake Lodge (SE of Edmonton)

Seniors Tea------------------------------  2-4pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton

Edmonton Pride Week-------------  All Day
By Pride Edmonton
Jun20
Detailed events listing on page 60.

Naturalist Gettogether---------------------- ???
See Buck Naked Boys Club
 2nd

Swimming------------------------------ Evening
See Team Edmonton

AA Big Book Study--------------------  12-1pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Wednesdays

Pride Parade--------------------------- 1pm
By Pride Edmonton
 108th Street & Jasper Avenue

PFLAG---------------------------------  12:10pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 1st

Monthly Meeting-----------------------  2:30pm
By Edmonton Primetimers
 2nd
 Unitarian Church, 10804 - 119th Street

Celebration on the Square------------- 2pm
By Pride Edmonton
 Churchill Square

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youthspace--------------------------  3-6:30pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See Youth Understanding Youth

Bowling------------------------------------ 5pm
See Team Edmonton

Pride Dance-------------------------  9pm-1am
By Womonspace
 Hellenic Community Hall (10450 116 Street)

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
See Youth Understanding Youth

Sundays

Running------------------------------  10-11am
See Team Edmonton

Saturday, June 12th

PURE: Pride 2010---------------------- 9pm
 City Centre Parkade, LRT Entrance
		102 Ave - 100 Street
Sunday, June 13th

Mayor’s Brunch--------------------  11am-1pm
By Pride Edmonton
At Chateau Lacombe Crowne Plaza

Thursdays

Free School----------------------------  11-5pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 2nd, 4th

GLBT Seniors Drop-in------------------  1-4pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Womonspace Meeting---------  12:30-1:30pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 1st

Get Tested for STIs----------------------  3-6pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 Last

Samsara Yoga----------------------  2-3:30pm
See Team Edmonton

Youthspace------------------------------  3-7pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Men Talking with Pride----------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Youth Sports/Recreation------------------ 4pm
See Youth Understanding Youth

Ballroom Dancing--------------  7:30-8:30pm
See Team Edmonton

Youth Understanding Youth------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton

Monthly Meetings---------------------- 2:30pm
 Unitarian Church (10804 119th Street)
See Edmonton Primetimers
 2nd

Queer History Bus Tour-----------------  7-9pm
By Pride Edmonton

• Spin
 MacEwan Centre for Sport and Wellness
		109 St. and 104 Ave
 Wednesdays, 5:45-6:45pm
		Season has ended.
 spin@teamedmonton.ca
7 classes, $28.00 per registrant.

 ultimatefrisbee@teamedmonton.ca
E-mail if interested.

• Samsara Yoga
 Korezone Fitness, #203, 10575 -115 Street
 yoga@teamedmonton.ca
• Slo Pitch
 Parkallen Field, 111 st and 68 ave
 slo-pitch@teamedmonton.ca
Season fee is $30.00 per person. $10 discount for
players from the 2008 season.
• Snowballs III
 February 5-7th, 2010
 snowballs@teamedmonton.ca
Skiing and Snowboarding Weekend.
• Soccer
 soccer@teamedmonton.ca

• Swimming (Making Waves)
 NAIT Pool
 swimming@teamedmonton.ca
• Tennis
 Kinsmen Sports Centre
 Sundays, 12pm-3pm
 tennis@teamedmonton.ca
• Ultimate Frisbee
 Sundays
		Summer Season starts July 12th
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Queer Images: GLBT Film Fest----------- 7pm
By Pride Edmonton at Metro Cinema

Jeffrey Straker-------------------------  8-11pm
By HIV Edmonton
 The Kasbar Lounge (Whyte Avenue)

Community Potluck---------------------  7-9pm
See Pride Centre of Edmonton
 Last

Mixed Badminton---------------------  8-10pm
See Team Edmonton
Jan13End of May

Wednesday, June 16th

Edmonton Pride Awards--------------  7:30pm
By Pride Edmonton at Art Gallery of Alberta
Come Out and Play Day-----------  10am-3pm
By Pride Edmonton at Kinsmen Park

Queer Images: GLBT Film Fest----------- 7pm
By Pride Edmonton At Metro Cinema

Queer History Bus Tour-----------------  7-9pm
By Pride Edmonton
Friday, June 18th

Our Corner of the Sky--------------------- 8pm
By Edmonton Vocal Minority
 Royal Alberta Museum Theatre
Gay Edmonton Pageant---------------  8-11pm
By ISCWR at 12 Woodys
Saturday, June 19th

Pride Family Picnic---------------------  1-4pm
By Pride Edmonton
 Site #7, Borden Park
		7507 Borden Park Road
Sunday, June 20th

Gay Cup---------------------------------  2-4pm
By Pride Edmonton
 Field 2 (Kinsmen Sportsplex)
Monday, June 28th

Lilith Fair------------------------------  All Day
 Northlands Spectrum
Thursday, July 1st

ARGRA Rodeo----------------------  All Day
By ARGRA
Jul4
Detailed events listing on page 35.

Family Brunch---------------------  11am-1pm
At 1 Pride Centre of Edmonton
Monday, June 14th

Legend:  = Monthly Reoccurrance,  = Date (Range),  = Sponsored Event

• Volleyball, Free To Be Intermediate
 Amiskiwacy Academy (101 Airport Road)
 volleyball@teamedmonton.ca
• Volleyball, Free To Be Recreational
 Mother Teresa School (9008 - 105 Ave)
 recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca
 Outdoor season, Sundays, 3-5pm
• Women’s Lacrosse
 Sharon: 780-461-0017
 Pam: 780-436-7374
Open to women 21+, experienced or not, all are
welcome. Call for info.

Womonspace
 780-482-1794
 womonspace@gmail.com
 www.womonspace.ca

Women’s social group, but all welcome at events.
Youth Understanding Youth
 Edmonton Pride Centre, Main Space Upstairs
 yuy@shaw.ca  www.members.shaw.ca/yuy

A place where LGBTQ youth under 25 can gather to
have fun and learn about themselves and others in
a safe, supportive, and caring environment.
• Sports and Recreation
 Pride Centre, 9540 - 111 Ave
 Brendan: 780-488-3234
 brendan@pridecentreofedmonton.org

Directory & Events
LETHBRIDGE EVENTS
Fridays

Friday Mixer-----------------------------  10pm
See GALA/LA
Wednesday, May 12th

Gay Youth Alliance Group----------  3:30-5pm
By GALA Lethbridge

Monday, June 14th

Friday, June 18th

Wine Tasting------------------------------ 6:30pm
By Pride Lethbridge
 At Mocha Casablanca

Flag Raising------------------------------ 6:30pm
By Pride Lethbridge
 City Hall (Lethbridge, AB)

Wednesday, June 16th

Queeraoke------------------------------------ 7pm
By GALA Lethbridge
 Mix Lounge (103 Mayor Magrath Dr S)

Play with Pride--------------------------- 6:20pm
By Pride Lethbridge
 YMCA (Lethbridge, AB)

Saturday, June 19th

Pride BBQ------------------------------------12am
By Pride Lethbridge
 Pavan Park (Lethbridge, AB)

Restaurants

Theatre & Fine Arts

5 Garage Burger Bar & Grill--------------- 10242 106th St
 780-423-5014
8 Prism Bar & Grill-----------------------

✰

		See Edmonton - Bars and Clubs.

Retail Stores
Rodéo Drive
 11528 - 89th Street
 780-474-0413
 brendalee@rodeodrive.ca
 http://www.rodeodrive.ca

His and hers fetish wear, toys, jewelry, etc.

Products & Services
Cruiseline
 780-413-7122 trial code 3500
 http://www.cruiseline.ca

Telephone classifieds and chat - 18+ ONLY.
Interactive Male
 780-409-3333 trial code 8871
 1-800-777-8000
 www.interactivemale.com
Robertson-Wesley United Church
 10209 - 123 St. NW
 780-482-1587
 jravenscroft@rwuc.org
 www.rwuc.org
 Worship: Sunday mornings at 10:30am
People of all sexual orientations welcome. Other
LGBT events include a monthly book club and
a bi-monthly film night. As a caring spiritual
community, we’d love to have you join us!
• Soul OUTing
 Second Sunday every month, 7pm
An LGBT-focused alternative worship.
• Film Night
 Bi-monthly, contact us for exact dates.
• Book Club
 Monthly, contact us for exact dates.
Same Gender Speed Dating Ltd.
 780-221-8535
 www.samegenderdating.com
An LGBT-focused alternative worship.
• Gay Male Speed Dating
 Boston Pizza Private Party Room, Whyte Ave
 TBA
Must pre-register to attend - please contact us.
• Lesbian Speed Dating
 Boston Pizza Private Party Room, Whyte Ave
 TBA
Must pre-register to attend - please contact us.

Exposure Festival
 http://www.exposurefestival.ca
Edmonton’s Queer Arts and Culture Festival.
The Roxy Theatre
 10708 124th Street, Edmonton AB
 780-453-2440
 www.theatrenetwork.ca

Banff/Canmore
Community Groups
Mountain Pride
 BOX 4892, BANFF, AB, T1L 1G1
 Brian, 403-431-2569
 1-800-958-9632
 mountainpride@gaybanff.com
 www.gaybanff.com

Serving the GLBTQS community in Banff, Canmore,
Lake Louise and Area.

Lethbridge
Community Groups
GALA/LA
 403-308-2893
 http://www.galalethbridge.ca
Gay and Lesbian Alliance of Lethbridge and Area.
• Monthly Dances
 Henotic (402 - 2 Ave S)
Bring your membership card and photo ID.
• Monthly Potluck Dinners
 McKillop United Church, 2329 - 15 Ave S
GALA/LA will provide the turkey...you bring the rest.
Please bring a dish to share that will serve 4-6
people, and your own beverage.
• Support Line
 403-308-2893
 Monday OR Wednesday, 7pm-11pm
Leave a message any other time.
• Friday Mixer
 The Mix (green water tower)
		103 Mayor Magrath Dr S
 Every Friday at 10pm

Gay Youth Alliance Group
 Betty, 403-381-5260  bneil@chr.ab.ca
 Every second Wednesday, 3:30pm-5pm

Lethbridge HIV Connection
 1206 - 6 Ave S

PFLAG Canada
 lethbridgeab@pflagcanada.ca
 www.pflagcanada.com

Pride Lethbridge
 lethbridgepridefest@gmail.com

Red Deer
Community Groups
Affirm
 Sunnybrook United Church
 403-347-6073
 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7pm

Composed of LGBTQ people, their friends, family
and allies. No religious affiliation necessary.
Activities include support, faith and social justice
discussions, film nights, and potlucks!

Alberta
Community Groups
Central Alberta AIDS Network Society

 4611-50 Avenue, Red Deer, AB
 http://www.caans.org

The Central Alberta AIDS Network Society is the
local charity responsible for HIV prevention and
support in Central Alberta.
Western Canadian Pride Campout

 www.eventmasterinc.net

YouthSafe
 http://www.youthsafe.net

Alberta’s website for youth with sex-and-gender
differences. Youthsafe.net lists the resources,
information and services to help youth find safe and
caring spaces in Alberta.

Official Pride Dance---------------------------TBA
By Pride Lethbridge
Sunday, June 20th

Pride Worship Service-------------------11:30am
By Pride Lethbridge
Brunch------------------------------------12:30am
By Pride Lethbridge
Out in the Park-----------------------------2-6pm
By Pride Lethbridge
 Galt Gardens

Theatre & Fine Arts
Alberta Ballet
 http://www.albertaballet.com

Frequent productions in Calgary and Edmonton.

Canada
Community Groups
Alberta Trans Support/Activities Group
 http://www.albertatrans.org

A nexus for transgendered persons, regardless of
where they may be on the continuum.
Canadian Rainbow Health Coalition
 P.O. Box 3043, Saskatoon, SK, S7K 3S9
 (306) 955-5135
 1-800-955-5129
 http://www.rainbowhealth.ca

Egale Canada
 8 Wellington St E, Third Floor

		Toronto, Ontario, M5E 1C5
 1-888-204-7777
 www.egale.ca
Egale Canada is the national advocacy and lobby
organization for gay men, lesbians, bisexuals,
trans-identified people and our families.
Membership fees are pay-what-you-can, although
pre-authorized monthly donors are encouraged (and
get a free Egale Canada t-shirt). Egale has several
committees that meet by teleconference on a
regular basis; membership on these is national with
members from every region of Canada.

Products & Services
Squirt
 http://www.squirt.org

Website for dating and hook-ups. 18+ ONLY!

Theatre & Fine Arts
Broadway Across Canada
 http://www.broadwayacrosscanada.ca

OUTtv
 http://www.outtv.ca

GLBT Television Station.

Gay & Lesbian Integrity Assoc. (GALIA)
 galia@uleth.ca
GBLTTQQ club on campus.
 University of Lethbridge

• Movie Night
 Room C610, University of Lethbridge
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Adult

Adult Film Review
Darkroom, Whorrey Potter

By Jerome Voltero

Darkroom
By:
From:
Genre:
Cast:
Story:
Visual:
Faves:
		

Mustang
Adult Depot
Fetish/Bondage



Johnny Gunn
Roman Wright

Sexy men are being kidnapped and
forced to do unthinkable things to one another! Okay, so it’s
been done before, but there are a few twists that make this one
unique.
In the first scene, it must be small consolation for Samuel
Colt and Sean Everett to still be wearing socks, as they wake
up from a state of unconsciousness. They are both sitting,
otherwise naked, on chairs with their thumbs cuffed behind
their backs, mouths stuffed with jockstraps, and cocks bound
in stainless steel cages. A man decked out in a leather/rubber
suit and mask, let’s call him the Dungeon Master, gets his
captives hopelessly aroused and then sicks them on each other
while he steps away.
Dungeon Master uses some interesting toys to play with his
prisoners. In the next scene he turns off the lights and uses a
light bulb on a pole to wave threateningly near Alessio Romero’s
chest and junk. Who knew Thomas Edison also invented a
sex toy? Once DM has his fun scaring the bound and gagged
Romero, he turns the lights back on and plays with him, even
taking his mask off! Letting the hostage see your face - worst
kidnapper move ever. I guess Tom Wolfe plans to get around
this by pounding Romero senseless from behind.
Meanwhile, Jonny Gunn is making a valiant attempt to
escape the sex dungeon, but the men in black round him up
and throw him to a pack of 3 horny slaves. See, now these are
consequences a guy can live with.
Darkroom brings on a parade of fetish products that you can
seek out at your local sex store. The ash-tray gag was a new one
for me, and the stainless steel dildos looked like fun. I already
mentioned the cock cages and thumb cuffs, and some of the
interesting clothing and masks. I think Mustang is scratching
some backs by demonstrating toys that viewers might want to
try for themselves. I say go for it!

Sorcerer’s Balls”, and indeed, at times they demonstratively run
around with a little nutsack on a string.
There are a few laugh-out-loud funny moments, like when a
drag queen shows up to rescue Whorrey (Luke Marcum) from
his parents, and introduces herself as “Fag-Hagrid”. And then
there was “He Who Shall Not Be Laid” aka. Voldemorecock,
played by the muscular and tattooed Matthew Rush.
But don’t get your hopes up too high. At best this is a gag
porno to show to your friends at a party. The film comes as
a two-disc set with 3D and 2D versions, as well as a set of
two red-blue glasses. I found that the 3D was blurry most of
the time, and barely noticeable when it did come together. I
just about gave up and flipped to the 2D version to give my
eyes a rest. Take away the poorly done green-screening effects
and you would be left with something a group of high school
students could rival (risking expulsion).
But nonetheless, I do have to admit that there were some
clever parodies – like dildos instead of wands, the black guy
sticking his cock out from behind the invisibility cloak, and
the use of a levitation spell for the “World’s First Floating
Threesome”, as they boast on the back cover. But if this is “a
definite must-see”, it’s only because it is so laughably terrible.

While you’re at it...
Link: The Evolution
By: Chi Chi LaRue
From: Priape
Genre: Dungeon/Fetish
Cast: 
Story: 
Visual: 
Faves: (Too many to name!)
Bonus: 2 disc set + Extras
Mountain Maneuvers
By: YMAC Gold
From: Adult Depot
Genre: Outdoor/Foreign
Cast: 
Story: 
Visual: 
Language: French Only

Whorrey Potter

By: Dominic Ford Features
From:
Priape
Genre: 3D/Parody
Cast:

Story:

Visual: 
Faves: Matthew Rush
Bonus: 2 Disc Set (2D+3D)
The Fill-ass-of-fur’s Bone, the Drawer of Secrets, the Pisson-er of Ass-kaban, the Knob-Gobbler of Fire, the Orgasm of
the Penix, the Buttplug Prince, and the Deftly Swallows. Okay,
those are just my puns. The actual subtitle of this film was “The
24
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Priape Calgary - Canada’s Favourite Gay Store
1322 17th Avenue SW • 403-215-1800
Adult Depot - Over 3500 Gay Titles for Sale or Rent
152 58th Avenue SW • 403-258-2777
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1722
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 Interview - From Page 10
GayCalgary: In that movie you voice a witch?
Kathy: I’m the head witch, which I’m excited about. I took
the other witches down.
GayCalgary: That sounds about right.
Kathy: It’s just like my life.
GayCalgary: When did you realize you had your gay
audience?
Kathy: It was really before stand-up, because I would do
anything – anything! – to be on stage somewhere. I would
go any place that would have an open mic night, and that’s
when I kind of discovered the gay club scene because I just
went wherever they had open mics. I didn’t care if it was a
black club or a gay club or a comedy club or a music club.
And then I started going, “Oh, these audiences are better!”
Actually, I write about this in my book (Official Book Club
Selection: A Memoir According to Kathy Griffin, now available
in paperback), the whole question of which came first, the
chicken or the egg? How did I find the gays? How did they
find me? And it’s sort of a combo. I just always gravitated
toward gay people as long as I can remember.
It certainly started in high school with the musical theater
clique. I had a great nerd clique in high school and I’m still
friends with them today. And we still have our middle fingers
up to the cheerleaders. Basically, it was Glee; I was a “Gleek”
before that show was on.
GayCalgary: Since June is Pride month and you’ve been a
regular on the circuit, can you share your fondest memory of
playing one of the festivals?
Kathy: Last time I did Orlando Pride, it was outdoors with
about 5,000 guys – and a few of the ladies showed up. By the
time I got out there, they were still dancing. There may have
been a little alcohol involved. And there might’ve been the
occasional amount of ecstasy.
Anyway, my favorite part was as I was walking out they
were still dancing and then one guy just passed out and fell
on the grass. And, you know, those gays did not even move
to help him! They just danced around him. I was worried! I
was like, “Uh, someone passed out in front.” And somebody
yelled: “He’ll be fine, girl!” And I said, “OK, only at a gay Pride
fest.”
If that happened anywhere else, there would’ve been an
ambulance. But I like that the gays were just like, “Oh, he’ll
come around.” And sure enough, by the end of the show, he
was up and dancing again. For a minute I thought, Oh my
God, we need the gurney! We need to get this guy to the ER! I
didn’t know it was basically a girl-down situation.
GayCalgary: Celebrity photographer Mike Ruiz recently
took some pics of you as Bettie Page. How did that come
about?
Kathy: He really is an artist. One of the best. And he
has shot everybody. So he called me with this idea and I’m
like, “How could I possibly channel Bettie Page?” But, boy,
obviously he pulled it off. It was great. He flew the hair and
makeup people in from New York, he got the outfit, and he
came up with the whole vision. And I was thrilled, and so we
covered that on the D-List.
GayCalgary: He said he was trying to bring out your “inner
vixen.” Do you see yourself as a sex symbol?
Kathy: (Laughs) I do when I’m with Mike Ruiz. I mean, boy,
he’s the one who got away. Mike Ruiz is the very reason that
you have these women saying they’re either married or gay
because when you look at Mike Ruiz you just want to take a
bite out of him.
GayCalgary: How is your mother?
Kathy: (Sigh) Well, she’s coming over today, so we have
to stock up the bar. Just know that when she comes over
it’s completely normal for (my assistants) Tom or Tiffany to
say, “Do we have wine? How much wine do we have?” It’s not
really about her walker or if she has a stomach ache. Just
making sure we’re stocked up.

GayCalgary: Are you shooting more of My Life on the DList?
Kathy: Of course. It’s the show that never ends (laughs).
GayCalgary: The last season of the show was probably the
gayest so far. Will this upcoming season out-gay that one?
Kathy: I fear it might be gayer (laughs). First of all, in
Episode One we have Liza Minnelli. So out the gate, we’re
pretty fucking gay. And she’s fantastic. And she’s Liza. And
we get to go to her New York apartment, which is a dream
come true for any gay boy such as yourself – or me.
GayCalgary: How about the episode in Washington, D.C.,
involving the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”?
Kathy: I’m really proud of that one. I go to Washington,
D.C., and do my part to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,”
because I, of course, have many gay friends in the military
and seeing the way that policy has impacted their lives is
heartbreaking.
Before I started this episode I really thought these men
and women left the military or left their service or were even
kicked out because they came out. I didn’t understand that
currently you can actually be kicked out if one person makes
a compelling argument and just basically says this person’s
gay.
So when I went to my first Senate hearing, I heard so
many of these men and women testifying saying, “You don’t
understand. I didn’t come out.” So John McCain, who I lost
total respect for, kept trying to imply that these men and
women had been flaunting their sexuality. They didn’t have
one single person testify that actually came out; they only
had people testify saying, “I didn’t even come out! Nobody
was asking, and I wasn’t telling.” It was shocking. A few of
them had their personal e-mail accounts hacked into. It was
really interesting to watch that process.
What I really learned was, honestly, the best advocate
to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is Sen. Carl Levin from
Michigan. He was so great during the testimony, and John
McCain was not (laughs). It was one of those great episodes
because we thought it was going to go one way and then this
took a turn, and this took a turn. I really learned a lot and
it was great.
GayCalgary: You actually received some advocacy tips
from Melissa Etheridge during the last season of D-List, and
she recently said she finds you inspiring. Do you think you’re
inspirational?
Kathy: (Laughs) She’s a little more in the inspirational
category, but I do like to inspire people to be more profane,
to be more foul-mouthed and to be more inappropriate. I’m
an inspiration for everything wrong.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1717
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Politics

A Collision of Rights
By Stephen Lock
The recent case in Saskatchewan involving Orville
Nichols, a marriage commissioner who is also a devout
Baptist, is again raising arguments we heard throughout
the long process of legalizing same-sex marriage in
Canada. Nichols is arguing his religious beliefs should
allow him to refuse to marry same-sex couples.
As was repeatedly noted by those in favour of equal marriage,
what was being considered was civil marriage. Nobody on the
pro-side of the question was suggesting religious institutions
be forced to marry anybody. It is a position those of us who
lobbied for equal marriage still hold and is one held by the
Government of Canada.
Marriage commissioners are civil servants and, as such, are
obliged to uphold the laws of the land in their duties. The case
in Saskatchewan, now before the provincial Court of Appeal,
hinges on whether or not Nichols’ ¬¬- or anyone’s - religious
convictions outweigh the rights of those seeking to be civilly
married.
Nichols refused to marry a same-sex couple in 2005, stating
that to do so went against his religious beliefs. The Saskatchewan
Court of Queen’s Bench had already ruled in 2004, that samesex marriage was a legal right in that province, just as several
provinces and territories across Canada had already done prior
to the Federal law being changed in July of 2005. The couple
took their complaint to the Human Rights Commission who
ruled, in 2008, that Nichols had in fact discriminated against
the couple in the supplying of a service available to the public,
and he was fined $2,500. The decision was also upheld by the
provincial Court of Queen’s Bench.
Whether a particular marriage commissioner can refuse to
marry a particular couple because he or she disagrees with
same-sex, interracial, or interfaith marriages is what is at
the core of this issue. If, in fact, a refusal was premised on
the couple being of different race or religious background, it
would be clear this would be discriminatory. It is no less clear
refusing to marry a same-sex couple is discriminatory as well,
but apparently, for some segments of our society, this reality
has yet to sink in. Hence, we need to get the courts involved.
Unfortunate, but obviously necessary in order to send the
message that discrimination is discrimination, and will not be
tolerated in Canada.
The government of Saskatchewan has requested the Court of
Appeal to rule on the broader constitutional issue of whether
one’s religious beliefs under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms
trumps the rights of couples seeking to marry, in this case a
same-sex couple.
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Saskatchewan’s Minister of Justice, Don Morgan, feels the
case is warranted in order to clarify the law.
“There is nothing in the Charter that indicates one of those
should take priority over the other, so we are saying to the court
we need to know with certainty which of those take priority, or
is there an ability to accommodate both views?”
I suppose he has a point, although it does seem rather clear
to me that a civil servant has to uphold and follow the laws
under which he or she has sworn to operate. If someone has a
conscientious objection to doing that, then the option is there
to find other employment where such a conflict of conscience
does not exist. This is not censorship nor is it coercion.
As for accommodation, the various human rights commissions
across Canada were originally set up to ensure the rights of the
majority did not ride roughshod over the rights of minorities.
I would say GLBTQ folk definitely qualify as a minority.
Gradually, the various provincial human rights commissions
came to the same conclusion and included sexual orientation
as a protected ground (although Alberta was quite late to the
party on that score, not including us until after Delwin Vriend
sued and won at the Supreme Court level in 1997. Even at
that, we are still only being “read into” the Act, not actually
named in it).
The whole idea of “accommodation” is premised on making it
easier, if you will, for minorities to participate in the mainstream.
For instance, if one is disabled an employer cannot fire you or
not hire you based on that. Rather, the employer is legally
bound to “accommodate” either by making the workplace chair
accessible, allowing for service animals, or even personal aides.
If one’s religious beliefs call for honouring the Sabbath from
Friday sundown to Saturday sundown, during which time
the adherent cannot work, an employer must accommodate
that and not force the employee to work on their Sabbath. If
one observes the Sabbath on Sunday and truly believes one
should not work on the Sabbath, an employer is legally bound
to accommodate that and ensure that employee has Sundays
off. If one is GLBTQ the requirement for accommodation is no
less important, although it may not be as clear as the above
examples. What is to be noted here is that accommodation of
views and practices should favour the minority, not the majority.
The majority, by definition, is already being accommodated and
is not at any disadvantage.
At any rate, the government has drafted two options for the
court to consider. One option would call for a special provision
for marriage commissioners appointed before 2004 to be exempt
from performing same-sex marriages if doing so conflicted with
their religious convictions. The other option would create a
religious exemption for all marriage commissioners, not just
those appointed prior to 2004.

When dealing with human rights issues it is prudent, even
necessary, to try and accommodate those whose views or
physical being do not fit neatly into the legislation. It seems to
me this is at the very essence of recognizing rights.
However, the two choices offered are almost a textbook
example of being caught between a rock and a hard place and,
if implemented, would leave many same-sex couples seeking to
be married civilly out in the cold. That is discrimination.
Marriage commissioners are not exactly pouring out of the
woodwork, even in large urban centres. Imagine being in a
smaller community with an even more limited number of
commissioners, if any, available. And then imagine, of those
commissioners available in this smaller centre all share the
same, or similar, religious and cultural views. It’s not that
outrageous a scenario to consider. What does the couple do
then?
Of course, having someone who clearly has issues around
marrying you and your beloved, actually having to perform the
ceremony would put a damper on anyone’s “special day.” This
is a time to celebrate one’s love and commitment to one’s life
partner, to stand up in front of family, friends and community,
and have one’s commitment witnessed, celebrated, and
honoured. The person performing the ceremony should be a
part of that, not the proverbial fly in the ointment.
If the court ruled both options to be unconstitutional, the
issue would be settled...after a fashion. If the court went
that route - and it could - then marriage commissioners, at
least in Saskatchewan, would have to comply or resign their
appointment and seek other employment. If the case, be it
this one or another, was moved beyond the provincial Court of
Appeal it would be the Supreme Court of Canada to which one
would have to appeal, and the Supreme Court has the option
of refusing to hear specific cases. Given the Supreme Court
has already dealt with, and ruled, on same-sex marriage it is
doubtful it would agree to hear such a case. In that instance,
whatever the Saskatchewan Court of Appeal ruled would
stand.
Because the decision, whatever it might be, is a constitutional
issue, it would set a precedent that other provincial Courts of
Appeal would have to consider in any deliberations brought
before them.
Having spent considerable time on the issue of equal marriage
while I was the Regional Co-Director for Egale Canada, I find
the continuing reaction of individuals like Nichols annoying
and frustrating. At the same time I do understand where he is
likely coming from. If he truly holds these beliefs, which I am
sure he does, then I have no doubt he feels he is the one who is
being...well...victimized.
No argument in the world will convince the Nicols’ of this
world that civil marriage between same-sex couples should be
as respected and as much a right as civil marriage between
opposite-sex couples. But that intransigence, quite bluntly, is
the definition of prejudice. If we as a nation refuse to tolerate
prejudice on the basis of race, gender, ethnicity and, yes,
religion - if we stand up and state prejudice is wrong - then
prejudice is wrong in all instances, not just some.
Yet, if someone genuinely believes homosexuality is a sin and that is at the root of this issue - and that marriage between
two men or two women is not just wrong but bordering on
an abomination and a flouting of God’s Word, how then does
society accommodate that? Should it be accommodated, any
more than any other religious or cultural belief that goes against
the law would be?
How does one find an equitable solution when two sets of
rights collide? That is the issue before the Saskatchewan
Court of Appeal, and I hope the esteemed justices are up to the
challenge.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1723
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Q Scopes

“Get out of town, Libra!”

With Mercury entering Gemini, you could get some
rational insight into current epochal shifts to articulate
the necessary changes. As arguments heat up, try to
keep calm with an open mind and heart. You could
learn something important from opponents. That won’t
be easy!



ARIES (March 20 – April 19): Open arguments in order to
learn. If you can let your opponents do most of the talking, you
may give them lots of rope or learn better how to advance your
own position.
TAURUS (April 20 – May 20): Write down a short play about
your banker and your boss for clues about the work you need
to do to get your affairs and career in order. Trust your intuition
for information; think twice before acting on it.
GEMINI (May 21- June 20): Revisit family histories. Your
spiritual growth since childhood will give fresh perspectives to
those old stories. Listen to friends with daring ideas for your
career. Take those as diamonds in the rough and polish them
up.
CANCER (June 21- July 22): Turn worries into concrete
actions – and if you can’t do anything about it, meditate on
acceptance. A terrific opportunity may seem too good to be
true. Don’t pass it up, but see if you might approach it from a
different angle.
LEO (July 23 – August 22): Your social schedule is
overburdened, forcing you to pick and choose. It’s not just about
having fun. Sit and think about which events are important
and will serve you. Be pragmatic and take a long view.
VIRGO (August 23 – September 22): Rational logic points the
way you need to go, but intuition and meditation show you
the steps necessary now. A very annoying colleague now may
have your interest at heart or not, but pay attention and learn
something important.
LIBRA (September 23 – October 22): Get out of town. Find a
serene, meditative place where you can assess your situation
in solitude. A new acquaintance – a masseur or a healer? – can
help you to work out problems both physical and spiritual.
SCORPIO (October 23 – November 21): Your critical
observations of your family or community will upset some
people. That’s better than letting problems fester, but try
to be tactful and foresightful when you raise tough issues.
New approaches to work and exercise will also improve your
outlook.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22 – December 20): Your efforts
to talk with your partner and colleagues can come off way too
strongly. Go easy and remember to listen carefully. Play in a
sport you’re not familiar with to learn a little humility and gain
other insights.
CAPRICORN (December 21 – January 19): Picky little details
– and others who work with them – can really jangle your
nerves. You’d rather focus on the big picture, but you need to
deal with the minutiae. A big surprise from home will help you
think in new directions.
AQUARIUS (January 20 – February 18): Playful banter
can cross lines too easily. Hang out with friends who have
thick skins and raunchy humor. If you are shocked by their
responses, follow those lines of thought to better understanding
of your own sexuality.
PISCES (February 19 – March 19): Hiding out from domestic
stress solves nothing. Be charitable and empathetic. Those
are your strong suits! A financial shock could be a blessing in
disguise, teaching you strength you didn’t know you had and a
better sense of who your friends really are.
Jack Fertig, a professional astrologer since 1977, is available for personal and
business consultations in person in San Francisco, or online everywhere. He can
be reached at 415-864-8302, through his Web site at www.starjack.com.
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Gossip
Live Sex, Jesus and a Steel Panther on
Comedy Central’s slate
Talk about biting off more than you can chew. Cable channel
Comedy Central recently announced 22 upcoming projects in
its development schedule, including a show about Jesus. The
most controversial before it even comes to life is, of course,
JC, which will depict a disgruntled, rebellious Christ who
just wants to live a normal life in New York, outside of his
father’s influence (and if he moves to Brooklyn he’ll have a
lot of gay hipster neighbors, which should provide plenty of
laughs). Live Sex Chat seeks to update the Dr. Ruth format
of the ’80s, but with more intentional comedy not involving
a sweet little old lady saying “penis” every few moments; and
Brian Posehn, who plays one of half of the gay stoner bear
couple on The Sarah Silverman Program, will get to indulge
his metalhead side with Steel Panther, a mock reality show
about a vintage hair-metal band named, of course, Steel
Panther. And what’s gay about that? Only everything.

Facebook says let Modern Family gays kiss

 Jesse Tyler Ferguson & Eric Stonestreet from “Modern Family” on ABC.

Deep Inside Hollywood
Banderas, Lohan sign on for skin flicks
Romeo San Vicente
It’s reunion time for Antonio Banderas and Lindsay Lohan.
No, they’re not reuniting with each other. They were never united
in the first place. But Banderas is set to re-team, after 20 years,
with Pedro Almodovar, the director who helped make him a star
with the international arthouse hit Tie Me Up, Tie Me Down.
He’ll star in La Piel que Habito (translation: “The Skin I Live In”),
a “terror film without screams” about a plastic surgeon exacting
revenge on his daughter’s rapist. The film shoots this summer
in Spain and will not feature Almodovar muse Penelope Cruz.
Almodovar promises that it will be harsher than anything he’s
ever presented his audience, though he stops short of calling
it a horror film. Meanwhile Lohan is merely reuniting with the
idea of actual acting work – and prepping for a different kind of
skin-themed role – by starring in Inferno, an indie drama about
the life of the late, legendary 1970s porn star Linda Lovelace
and her rise to fame in the notorious Deep Throat. Romeo is
always rooting for Lindsay, but don’t call it a comeback until
every last frame is in the can.

A David Sedaris movie? Finally?
Devoted fans of writer David Sedaris saw their movie
adaptation hopes dashed when the planned 2002 film based
on stories from his book Me Talk Pretty One Day fell apart in
the development stage. And then they waited as nothing else
came down the pipeline. But now a second project is moving
forward based on the story “C.O.G” from Sedaris’s story
collection Naked. The story involves a young Sedaris getting
involved with a stonecutter who calls himself a “Child of God,”
with the men teaming up to sell stone clocks cut into the shape
of Oregon at craft fairs. Yes, odd. But that’s how you know
it’s from David Sedaris. Filmmaker Kyle Patrick Alvarez, who
won the Someone To Watch award at the 2010 Independent
Spirit Awards for his film Easier With Practice, is at work right
now adapting the story into a screenplay. Now everybody cross
your fingers.
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The gay couple on Modern Family are finally going to kiss
each other! OK, that might be a premature announcement. But
it’ll probably happen. Because if it can work for Betty White’s
SNL hosting prospects, it can work on a hit sitcom. By “it” we
mean the public pressure put on creative decision makers at
major television programs to bend to the public’s will. And it’s
all thanks to some rabble rousers with a Facebook page. This
time it involves the hip ABC sitcom’s gay couple who, as usual,
don’t smooch. Every other romantically paired couple on the
show is allowed the quick, affectionate, everyday thoughtless
kiss, the kind for “Hello,” “Goodbye,” “Have a good day at work”
or “I’m sorry let’s make up.” The gay characters, however, get
to hug it out because, as every queer TV viewer is taught from
birth, their mere existence is controversial. So why not go join
the growing throng of annoyed couch potatoes and show ABC
that all this Will & Grace-style foot-dragging is a relic of the
1990s? It’ll require the lifting of a very few fingers.
Romeo San Vicente thinks everyone should kiss everyone He can be
reached care of this publication.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1725
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Lifestyle

Cocktail Chatter

The “I Don’t Care What Anyone Says” Classic Martini & The Madras
By Ed Sikov
“It’s early Alzheimer’s,” I whined. I’d left the duck
breasts I’d planned to grill at home. I’d have to rush to
the grocery and buy some more. And they’d have no time
to marinate!
“Alzheimer’s jokes aren’t funny,” Dan scolded.
“Chipotle-Grapefruit Duck is no joke either.”
“You know what I mean. And it’s not funny. I know
Alzheimer’s. You don’t have Alzheimer’s. So stop it.” As
Director of Research at CogniTech, a pharmaceutical
company that developed new Alzheimer’s treatments, Dan
didn’t find fake whimpering about forgotten duck amusing.
“I’ll go get more duck. You start the rest of the stuff.”
Just as Dan was leaving, Chipper burst in. He dropped
his backpack on the floor and spouted off. “That train was
late – again! So, I missed the 6:30 ferry and had to wait at
that bar in Sayville, with their watered-down drinks, and….
Martini! Now!”
“I’ll make you one,” I offered.
“Hell no!” Chipper snapped. “Yours are lousy.”
“I beg your pardon?”
“Your proportions suck.” He stripped off his sweaty Tshirt and sprinted to the liquor cabinet. I admired his moist,
wide, delightful lats while resenting his stupid opinion as he
reached for the Beefeater.
“They do not! I make the classic martini.” I was huffy.
“If you like a little gin with your vermouth.”
I watched Chipper in speechless rage as he grabbed the
cocktail shaker, filled it with ice, poured in a full martini
glass full of Beefeater, then added precisely five drops of dry
vermouth and stirred wildly.
“If you want straight gin,” I said coldly, “why bother with
that silly nod to tradition and just go the W. C. Fields route?
I’m sure some perv in the Pines gets off on guys with gin
blossoms.”
“Jag-off,” Chipper muttered as he left the room clutching
his martini. Chipper had lived in New York for 20 years but
reverted to Pittsburgh slang when he got mad.
I was still stewing when Dan returned with the duck and
a bottle of Sancerre. He was accompanied by Paolo, who
had stopped at BarHarbor, right off the dock, for – yes – a
martini, the dregs of which he carried in a red plastic cup. I
offered to make him a real martini in a real martini glass.
“Thanks, no,” Paola said. “I’ll make my own.”

“Why? Aren’t mine good enough for you?”
“Good that you brought that up,” he said with business
school tact. “I prefer my proportions.”
“Here we go again,” I snarled, then told him about
Chipper, who had shut himself inside the room he shared
with Paolo.
“It’s actually quite the reverse,” Paolo explained. “You
should taste the vermouth clearly. Otherwise there’s no
point in adding it.” I watched in piqued fascination as Paolo
made a distinctly wet martini.
“Well,” I huffed, “if you want to drink straight vermouth…”
whereupon Dan swatted my behind, then shoved the paper
bag full of duck breasts into my ribs. “Shut up and grill.”
This is a Classic Martini; Paolo and Chipper can write
their own damn columns:
4 parts Beefeater gin (If you want to use Absolut, fine; just
don’t call it a Classic Martini.)
1 part dry vermouth
Fill shaker with ice. Pour liquors in. Just let it sit on the
counter to chill – no need to shake. Stir just once, put the
lid on, and strain your Classic Martini into the proper glass.
Add an olive or a lemon twist; a cocktail onion turns it into
a Gibson.
The Madras
Jack Fogg, the CNN reporter, strode into the house with the
world-ownership attitude of everyone who went to Harvard.
With him was his lithe Indian boyfriend, Samir. They rented
a room one weekend a month. “Dude!” said the accent-free
Samir, who liked to be called Sammy. Jack smiled his regal
hello and bounded up the stairs to their room. I stared at
his perky rump as he exited and immediately knew what
cocktail I’d make.
“Sammy,” I began. “Don’t you think Jack’s attraction
to Indian men and madras shorts is a sign of cultural
imperialism?”
“Dude! His diapers were madras. You should see his
father, who actually looks like Ralph Lauren.” (“Lifshitz!”
Craig cried from the other end of the room.) But don’t give me
your crap about ‘cultural imperialism.’ We kicked the Brits’
asses after a century of real-people-suffering imperialism.
Besides, Jack takes it, not the other way around. He likes
it when I ….”
“What am I missing?” Jack cheerfully asked as he made his
second entrance, this time wearing only – I swear – madras
swim trunks. His fine Anglo-Saxon chest was hairy.

Continued on Page 47 
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Out of Town

Cologne and the 2010 Gay Games

Three of Cologne’s most iconic sites: the Cologne Cathedral, the Colonius telecommunications tower, and the Hohenzollern Bridge
By Andrew Collins
A progressive, attractive metropolis that’s long been a
playground for fans of outdoor cafes, leafy parks and
extremely friendly gay bars, Cologne (www.koeln.de/
cologne_tourist_information) is Germany’s fourth-largest
city and a hub of the country’s beautiful Rhineland.
Established as a Roman settlement more than 2,000
years ago, Cologne is rife with cultural attractions and
centrally located - it’s within four hours by car or train
ride of Amsterdam, Brussels, Frankfurt, Hamburg, and
Strasbourg.
There’s plenty to see and do year-round in Cologne (Köln
in German), but summer is an especially popular time for a
visit. Average high temperatures in July and August are in the
low 70s, and the city’s many bars and cafes with sidewalk or
courtyard seating come alive during these months. Every year
in early July, the city hosts the Cologne Gay Pride festival and
parade (www.csd-cologne.de/index_en.html) - it takes place
July 2 through July 4 this year.
But 2010 is an especially important year in Cologne from a
GLBT perspective - this year, from July 31 through August 7,
the city hosts the Gay Games VIII (www.games-cologne.de/en).
This well-attended event, which is held every four years, was
begun in 1982 and held in San Francisco the first two occasions,
before being hosted by Vancouver, New York City, Amsterdam,
Sydney and most recently Chicago. It’s slated to take place in
Cleveland in 2014. This is the largest GLBT sports and cultural
gathering in the world, although the similarly themed, though
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wholly independent, World Outgames were established in 2006
in Montreal, held again in Copenhagen in 2009, and will next
take place in Antwerp in 2013.
Thousands of visitors will come to Cologne to participate and
watch the games, which also takes place around the same time
as Amsterdam Gay Pride (www.amsterdamgaypride.nl). It’s
expected that many travelers will make time for both events.
Organizers are expecting as many as 12,000 participants from
more than 70 countries - plus another 100,000 spectators. The
city of Cologne, which has long been very supportive toward
gays and lesbians, has worked hard to prepare for the Games,
improving many sporting venues and working hard to roll out
a warm welcome.
Most of the games take place within Cologne city limits and
virtually all of the venues are within 20 minutes of the city
center by car or public transport. The city has a highly efficient
rail and light-rail system. Some 34 sporting events are featured,
including basketball, cycling, diving, figure skating, inline
speed skating, sailing, softball, soccer/football, track & field,
volleyball and many others. The Games also feature a number
of cultural events, including a cheerleading contest, band and
choral festivals, a “rainbow” run, visual and performing arts,
along with countless parties and social events.
The city’s skyline is marked by one of the most dramatic
architectural works in Europe - the 515-foot Cologne Cathedral,
which was built over the course of six centuries and merits a
visit to appreciate the sheer wonder of its interior. The city has
plenty of other cultural high points. Near the cathedral are the
fabulous Museum Ludwig, which contains one of Europe’s most

impressive collections of modern art (with Picasso a particular
specialty), and the Romisch-Germanisches Museum, known for
its priceless collection of Roman artifacts. The starkly modern
Wallraf das Museum excels in european art over the past seven
centuries, and the Museum fur Angewandte Kunst (Museum
of Applied Art) is a rich trove of furnishings, decorative arts,
and textiles from throughout Europe. It’s also worth looking for
tickets to the renowned Cologne Opera and the city’s esteemed
WDR Symphony Orchestra.
There’s also some serious shopping in the city center, with
the massive Olivandenhof department store among the hot
spots for retail. The pedestrian-only Schildergasse is the most
popular shopping street in the city - it’s lined with brandname shops and always abuzz with people. If you’re a fan of
German snacks, don’t miss Hoss an der Oper, a justly famous
delicatessen that proffers everything from sausages to fine
Rieslings. Another retail highlight is the 4711 shop, which sells
the product for which the city is named, eau de Cologne, a
rather heady perfume with a citrus-y fragrance.
Visitors will find several enchanting places to stroll around
the City Center, including the broad and open Stadtgarten,
which lies just west of the city. Just follow Rudolfplatz west
a few blocks and look for the soaring Colonius telecom tower,
which rises 872 feet above the park. It’s also enjoyable to stroll
along the Rhine, walking across the historic and dramatic
Hohenzollem rail bridge (look for the triangular tablet along the
river promenade just south of the bridge - it’s a memorial to gay
and lesbian victims of Nazism), sauntering back down the right
bank, and crossing back over via the Deutzer Bridge, which
deposits you right into Old Market (Alter Markt) district.
Historically, the gay scene in Cologne was centered around
the Old Market and nearby Hay Market (Heumarkt) areas,
and you’ll still find a number of bars and hangouts in these
neighboring districts along the left bank of the Rhine. Bars
and clubs tend to be cruiser and more sex-driven around Hay
Market and the streets just south. Popular here are Hombres,
Zille, Blue Lounge (which draws more of a mix of women and
men), Zipp’s, My Lord, and Station 2B fetish club, plus a few
shops selling erotica, leather gear and underwear. Restaurant
Mederrano (www.restaurant-mederrano.de/) is a very nice
dining option hidden away from the crowds of Old Market but
near gay nightlife.
Gay bars around Old Market generally appeal to a somewhat
older - and more mixed - crowd (women and men, and some
straights). These include Zum Pitter, a convivial space with
outdoor seating, and nearby Comeback, a jolly gay pub.
The newer and trendier gay scene emanates from around
Rudolfplatz, a 15-minute walk west of Old Market. Just south
of this bustling square typically packed with students, hipsters,
artsy types and young professionals, you’ll find several stylish
gay bars along Schaafenstrasse and the streets just south
of it. Among the hot spots, check out ExCorner, Maxbar,
Schampanja, and the swish the swish X-Bar.
Restaurants worth a look near Rudolfplatz include Paul
Bobotie (www.bobotie.de), which specializes in South African
cuisine; and endearingly cool Bar Tabac (www.bartabac.de),
which has the vibe of a cafe on the Left Bank in Paris. A good
bet for a gay date, Nana’s is a comfy restaurant with a warmly
lighted interior that feels rather old-school, but the kitchen
turns out surprisingly modern and very tasty German fare. Just
a bit northwest of here, gay-owned and wonderfully romantic
Limbourg Restaurant (www.limbourg.mynetcologne.de) serves
outstanding French and Northern Italian fare.
Within steps of Rudolfplatz you’ll also find numerous ice
cream parlors, sidewalk cafes and casual eateries with a
devoted gay following. Era Cafe & Bar (www.cafe-era.de), with
its light tapas and good-looking staff, is a favorite - also check
out Cafe Rico (www.cafe-rico.de) and Brennerei Weiss (www.
brennereiweiss.de), a festival beer hall with a large patio. Also
just off Rudolfplatz, stop inside Bruno’s GLBT bookstore for
both mainstream and adult titles, as well as gifts, videos, toys

and the like. It’s along Kettengasse, which has several other
shops catering to the GLBT crowd.
One of the best hotels in Cologne for proximity to gay
nightlife is the Hotel Barcelo Cologne City Center (www.
barcelo.com/cologne) - rooms in this large, international hotel
have large windows, many overlooking Rudolfplatz, as well as
contemporary work desks, flat-screen TVs, blonde-wood floors
and beds with comfy duvets. One of the city’s most famous and
opulent properties is the historic Le Meridien Dom Hotel (www.
lemeridiendomhotelkoeln.com), a posh hotel overlooking the
Cathedral and Old Town. Its 124 rooms are decked out with
boldly colored furnishings, marble bathrooms, and - in some
cases - balconies.
Overlooking the Rhine, the 454-room Maritim Hotel Cologne
(www.maritim.de) is quite elegant, its lobby set inside a massive
glass atrium. There are four restaurants on-site, and facilities
include a pool, fitness room, sauna and shopping mall. Nearby
Hotel Lyskirchen (www.hotel-lyskirchen.de) is also quite popular
with gays and lesbians and is near the gay bars in the historic
city center. The 106-room property is steps from the Rhine and
accommodations are sleek and airy.
Excellent, fair-priced options near Rudolfplatz include the
trendy Hopper Hotel Et Cetera (www.hopper.de), a handsomely
designed property set inside an 1893 former monastery, and
the simple but cheerful Conti Hotel (www.conti-hotel.de), whose
small but comfy rooms have rates starting well under 70 euros
nightly.
Andrew Collins covers gay travel for the New York Times-owned website
About.com and is the author of Fodor’s Gay Guide to the USA. He can be
reached care of this publication.
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Trans Identity

TransActive I
Reclaiming the Narrative

By Mercedes Allen
In typical fashion, I’ll start this month’s article in the most
roundabout way possible, but with a point to it all.
I loathed Avatar. I couldn’t even sit through the ending.
It’s difficult for me to articulate why, because I know there will
always be people who assert that I have no claim to be offended
or angry, that I have no entitlement to a First Nations heritage.
Certainly, I’ve been welcome in Aboriginal circles, and it’s been
appreciated when I’ve added my energy to the furthering of Native
issues, but from some people, there’s an outside-looking-in attitude
(similar to traveling as trans in the LGB world) in which I as a
“halfbreed” who was taught nothing of the traditions growing up, will
never be seen as “really” Aboriginal. If you’ve followed my writing
on trans issues, you probably have some idea where this experience
finds parallels and how it has shaped my thoughts.
So I’ve lost the narrative.
And coming back from such a
disconnected perspective is difficult: no matter how much I learn
about the traditions, it seems that I may never reclaim them fully, or
at least not with the intimate experiential comprehension of them.
I’ll never really be able to claim any heritage at all as truly being my
own.
But while I only have bits and pieces of the narrative, I know when
I’m being fed some white guy’s interpretation of it, complete with John
Wayne and Sacajawea. I can tell when the story’s being told from
inauthentic eyes and painted as though it takes some brave hearted
American white guy to rescue the “savages” from certain doom (even
though the doom is also embodied by American white guys, probably
to seem “original” or to stake a claim on absolution and gloss over the
“it’s a good thing for you that we’re your babysitters” implication).
Of course, when you’re accustomed to being portrayed as savages
out to scalp the good guys or (at best) victims of mass slaughter,
I guess the depiction in Avatar is somewhat of an improvement,
and I can see why some First Nations people have embraced the
sympathetic theme of being encroached upon by white civilization
- even if it still implies that it takes an American good-old-boy to
save the Na’vi from extermination. True, the makers of the film took
the time to incorporate some of the legends and some of the spirit of
the intent, but somehow, I think if Aboriginal people were given rein
to tell their own story, we wouldn’t have ended up with Jake Sully,
and Neytiri might have been a woman of depth, rather than a loveinterest sidekick.
So I’ve not been impressed. The narrative has not yet been fully
reclaimed. It’s angering to realize that Hollywood is still reluctant
to consider funding Aboriginal perspectives and continues to believe
that the potential of these powerful voices pales compared to formula
romcom and pablum dramedy.
So it is with the trans narratives. We’ve been saddled for so long
with an overdone, caricaturish and sometimes intentionally insulting
conflation that ends up being misrepresentative of everyone trans,
that anything seems an improvement (aside from the cannibal killer
from The Silence of the Lambs, that is). Yet, we’ve only begun to tell
our own stories, and then only through the lens of cisgender (nontrans, for newbies to that term) editors and commentators. People
from various stripes have been jockeying for position to reclaim the
narrative, not realizing that in the same way early cinema melded all
First Nations cultures into one image, so too are we many peoples
squished into an indistinguishable mishmash, when we have varied
experiences and perspectives, each as valid and insightful as the
other. So it gets complicated, and the reaction that’s happening
more often these days is to repudiate or shun trans altogether, rather
than to find any points of kinship. (www.letzgetreal.com?p=33543)
I’m sometimes asked how people can advocate for the trans
community, usually by apprehensive people who have visions of
having to stand out in front of government buildings with picket
signs shouting slogans, or sometimes by people who are whipping
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themselves up into an energetic frenzy so that they can be as
boisterous as possible. The truth is, that’s only one form of activism
(a kind of last resort, really), and the larger picture is, well, more
mundane. That is not to say it’s easier, it can be very complex at
times, but in the end it’s... well... a different kind of drama.
But before any advocacy can start, we have to keep in mind the
objective and have some unified consensus on where we’re going.
And to me, this objective needs to be the reclaiming and spreading
of genuine trans narratives. And I mean that plurally, because
no one narrative will ever be fully representative of all. It’s not
enough for one perspective to replace another – we need to build the
lexicon by giving voice to the breadth, depth and uniqueness that is
characteristic of trans-ness.
A person doesn’t even have to be an “activist” in any way to help
work toward the most fundamental point of reclaiming the narrative.
This underscores everything else, which is why I’ve made it a point of
its own before launching into the step-by-step background.
Real and lasting change comes from changing the picture, the
impression. It doesn’t come from laws - although laws are important,
since there will always be some people in society who won’t play nice
with others until there is a law that says they have to. But real and
lasting change comes from the changing of hearts and minds, and
that happens only by telling our stories.
For trans people, this doesn’t have to mean being out and loud,
although the more people brave enough to tell their stories directly,
the more effectively the old narrative can be challenged. But
regardless of whether one is trans or cis, we need to assist in the
telling of trans stories, either by finding opportunity, funding, or
creating environments in which it is safe to do so. We also have
to take the time to listen to and learn from perspectives that differ
from our own, because racing in and claiming everything as our own
exclusive territory can seriously harm those around us. It was the
free-for-the-taking mindset of the “Discovery Doctrine” that resulted
in colonization and serious abuses of Aboriginal peoples, and we
have to be rigidly diligent in avoiding that kind of mindset among
our own “tribes.”
Finding opportunity and funding are mostly self-explanatory,
although it should be cautioned that one needs to make sure that
said opportunity is something that trans people both want and are
currently equipped to follow through on (and this definitely includes
time, since most trans advocacy is done on a volunteer basis). If you
yourself are not relating trans experience, consult with the people
you are hoping to help beforehand.
That latter point, creating trans-friendly environments, is
something that a person can do at any and every moment, and
benefits more than specifically trans folks. The approach I used long
before I came out as trans or even as bi- was to interject whenever
wide negative generalizations were being made about groups on
the basis of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender presentation,
sexuality or faith: that anyone who lived within the criteria of safety,
responsibility, respect and informed consent was fine with me, and I
wasn’t going to make judgments about individuals simply based on
groups they appear to belong to. A declaration like that, requires
a lot of diligence to follow through at every moment, but I found
throughout my life that it enabled people within marginalized groups
to open up to me, and also defused many climates of presumption
and condemnation that often force people into closets.
I’ve spoken before of cultures of acceptance: they start with every
one of us, regardless of whether we set out to be advocates for
anyone or not.
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 Interview - From Page 9
Sarah: Am I an important part?
GayCalgary: You’re a supporter, right?
Sarah: Absolutely! I am very quick to speak out against anything
that doesn’t feel good or right or fair to me. Gosh, I don’t know. I
don’t really know how to answer that. I do what I do and I believe
that everybody, of course, should be treated completely equal.
GayCalgary: For a while you weren’t even considering doing
Lilith, right?
Sarah: No – I needed the time in between. I needed all these years
to forget about how much work it was (laughs). It’s like giving birth
– there’s a lot of pain, but the benefit is huge.
GayCalgary: How will Lilith be different now then when you first
launched it in 1997?
Sarah: It’s going to be very much the same. The mandate’s the
same. The desire to create a really interesting, diverse musical show
is the same. The ideas of the charitable elements are the same.
GayCalgary: How about the mission, because Lilith was trying to
prove that women were just as big of a draw as men in music?
Sarah: Yeah, and I think we proved that. But it only became
part of the mandate because people were saying we couldn’t do it. I
never doubted the success for a second. I didn’t go into it thinking,
Wow, we’re going to make all this money and we’re going to have all
this media attention. I just thought it’d be fun and of course people
will want to come because it’s a great lineup. And honestly, I didn’t
take it much past that thought.
GayCalgary: What part of being on the road again are you most
looking forward to?
Sarah: Playing. Getting to sing these new songs. I’m really excited
about that, and I’m really excited about seeing a lot of these bands
and maybe getting the opportunities to play with them. That’s such
a huge part of a musician’s life – that community.
GayCalgary: Lilith is known for joining female musicians in
some really cool collaborations, so how about a duet between you
and Mary J. Blige?
Sarah: (Laughs) I’ll knock on her door the first night and go,
(sheepishly) “Hey, can we sing together?” Yeah, I’m a little bit
intimidated.
GayCalgary: How do other female artists inspire you?
Sarah: Honestly, I’m inspired by artists in general. I’m inspired
by anybody who’s out there and active and following their passion
and breaking down walls and boundaries as an artist. Erykah Badu
with her video (“Window Seat”) – which, of course, has caused all
sorts of controversy – is basically going, “I am Erykah Fucking Badu
and I’m badass and I’m going to take off my clothes and who’s going
to stop me?”
GayCalgary: You’ve been naked before in a music video, too.
Just not in public.
Sarah: She’s got way more ovaries than I do. I could never do
that!
GayCalgary: Do you think women are more powerful in music
now than they were in the ’90s?
Sarah: Absolutely! And there are more. The ’90s was fantastic
for music. For women now, a lot of doors got opened up. I think a
lot more doors could get opened up, but I could say that about all
genres of music – male or female. Radio is still limited, yet we have
all these avenues now to get music out there, which is great.
For me, putting on Lilith again is another avenue. There are
still some festivals going on out there, and they’re still fairly male
dominated, so let’s celebrate women. I like women. I love men, but
this is about women right now. And that’s OK.
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Photography
Underwear Affair Fundraiser at Buddys - Edmonton

ISCWR Red Party at Prism - Edmonton (by B & J)

ISCWR Hats off to Broadway at Play - Edmonton (by Karen Hofmann)

ISCWR Rob’s Birthday Fundraiser at Boots - Edmonton
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Rodeo Guide
at a Glance
®

Canadian Rockies International Rodeo 2010

THE TOWN OF STRATHMORE

TICKETS & PACKAGES

Strathmore is located approximately 40 Kilometres
east of Calgary, along the Trans Canada Highway.

Tickets are available for purchase on the official
ARGRA website (www.argra.org), and on the
Rodeo Grounds beginning Wednesday, June 30th
at 2:00pm.

Town Amenities & Services
1 Crowfoot Liquor

3-day Pass

		216 4th Avenue • 403-934-1140

Admission to all
events Thu-Sun.

2 Co-op Store

		320 2nd St • 403-901-0852
3 Value Drug Mart
		132 2 Avenue • 403-934-3122

Members

A value of $155
You save $16

A value of $155
You save $36

2-day Pass

®

Canadian Rockies

Admission to all
events Sat-Sun.

International Rodeo

4 CIBC Bank
		2nd Street • 403-934-3328

Non-Members

(See Grounds Map)

$139
$119

$119
$99

A value of $110
You save $11

5 Strathmore Station Restaurant & Pub
		380 Ridge Road • 403-934-0000

Single Admissions

6 Tim Hortons Coffee
		118-800 Pine Road • 403-934-3141

Friday Cabaret.................................................$45
Breakfast (per day)...........................................$10
Rodeo Grounds Entrance (per day)...................$15
Saturday Dinner & Dance................................$45
Saturday Dance Only.......................................$25
Thursday Entertainment & Dance...................$15
Sunday Dance..............................................FREE

7 McDonald’s
		112-800 Pine Road • 403-901-1152
8 Travelodge (Host Hotel)
		350 Ridge Road • 1-866-901-0099
9 Prairie Saddlery
		Suite A-510 1 Hwy • 403-934-4443

CAMPING
Book in advance online
at www.argra.org
CRIR Rodeo > Camping

Host Hotel

3
4

2

1

N

8

Trans Canada Highway from Calgary

9

5
6

 350 Ridge Road
 1-866-901-0099

7

Mention CRIR and receive a
15% Discount.
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Rodeo Guide
at a Glance
Events - Outside the Arena
Thursday, July 1st

Karaoke----------------------------------- 12-4pm
Bud Light Stage
Rodeo Grounds Activities-------------------5-7pm
Bud Light Stage Performances, Beer Gardens,
Retailers, Silent Auction and Art Show

Midway Activities------------------------- 12-5pm
GayCalgary & Edmonton Community Carnival,
Vendors, Retailers, Silent Auction and Art Show
Stage Performances------------------------5-7pm
Bud Light Stage

Celebrity Impersonator----------------------- 8pm
Dance Hall
Feat. Joanna

Dinner------------------------------------- 6:30pm
Dance Hall
Doors 5:30pm
Tickets must be purchased in advance.

Canada Day Dance--------------------- 9pm-2am
Dance Hall
Feat. Dynamic DJ Rob

IGRA Royalty - USO Show------------------- 8pm
Dance Hall

Friday, July 2nd

Bud Light Barn Burner Dance----- 8:30pm-2am
Dance Hall
Feat. Dynamic DJ Rob

Karaoke----------------------------------- 12-4pm
Bud Light Stage
Midway Activities---------------------------5-7pm
Bud Light Stage Performances, Beer Gardens,
Retailers, Silent Auction and Art Show
Contestant & Grand Entry Registration---6-9pm
			
Officials Meeting to Follow
Warm-up Act---------------------------------- 8pm
Dance Hall
Feat. Kimberly Kay
Cabaret & Dance----------------------- 9pm-2am
Dance Hall
Feat. Steve Arsenault, Dynamic DJ Rob

Sunday, July 4th

Pancake Breakfast------------------------ 8-10am
Beer Tent
Roping Events & Steer Deco----------------- 9am
Arena
Grand Entry & Rodeo Events----------------12pm
Arena
Midway Activities------------------------- 12-5pm
GayCalgary & Edmonton Community Carnival,
Vendors, Retailers, Silent Auction and Art Show

Saturday, July 3rd

Celebrity Impersonator----------------------- 8pm
Dance Hall
Feat. Joanna

Pancake Breakfast------------------------ 8-10am
Beer Tent

Awards Ceremony---------------------------- 8pm
Dance Hall

Roping Events & Steer Deco----------------- 9am
Arena

Happy Trails Dance--------------------- 9pm-2am
Dance Hall
Feat. Rooster in a Hen House, Dynamic DJ Rob

Grand Entry & Rodeo Events----------------12pm
Arena

Photos courtesy of GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine. Taken by Steve Polyak & Rob Diaz-Marino during CRIR 2009.
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Rodeo Guide
at a Glance
Events - Inside the Arena
Friday, July 2nd

Rodeo School
Watch the Cowboys/Cowgirls sharpen their skills!

Saturday, July 3rd + Sunday, July 4th

Rodeo Events Begin........................................9am
Calf Roping on Foot
Mounted Breakaway Roping
Team Roping
Steer Decorating
Grand Entry & Rodeo Events........................12pm
Steer Riding
Pole Bending
Chute Dogging
Barrel Racing
Goat Dressing
Flag Race
Bull Riding
Wild Drag

Photos courtesy of GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine. Taken by Steve Polyak & Rob Diaz-Marino during CRIR 2009.
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Sports

The OutField

Gearing up for the Gay Games
By Dan Woog
In 2001, as Chicago was bidding to host the Gay
Games, Kurt Dahl decided to lend a hand. He didn’t
know much about the Games – he vaguely recalled
something about Greg Louganis diving a few years
earlier – but he figured his background in banking and
finance could help.
Chicago won the bid. By the time Gay Games VII kicked off
in 2006, Dahl was the treasurer.
His story is not unique. “A lot of people – even in the gay
community – don’t know about the Gay Games,” he says.
Which means that Gay Games VIII – set for Cologne,
Germany from July 31 to Aug. 7 – faces the quadrennial
challenge: Telling the world what the Gay Games are, and
why they’re important.
Over 12,000 participants from more than 70 countries know.
They understand the Gay Games are about “participation,
inclusion and striving for personal bests.” They know
the Games are open to everyone – gay and straight; male,
female, transgender and transsexual – regardless of “religion,
nationality, ethnic heritage, political convictions, athletic
skills, physical capabilities, age or physical condition.”
They also know that the Gay Games includes not only
sports – ranging from soccer and volleyball to bodybuilding,
figure skating, golf and chess – but “culture.” Two-thousand
participants will be singers, musicians, visual artists, dancers
and cheerleaders.
Like the Olympics (though legal issues prevent the Gay
Games from using the “O” word), the Gay Games Village
is part of the draw. There are plenty of opportunities for
participants to mix and mingle.
As at every Gay Games, an International Rainbow Memorial
Run will commemorate the victims of HIV-AIDS and breast
cancer. Yet nearly three decades after the first Gay Games –
held in 1982 in San Francisco – getting people to understand
the reason behind the Games is still hard.
The difficulty starts with the complex relationship many gay
men and lesbians still have with athletics. “A lot of us grew
up feeling uncomfortable with sports,” Dahl explains. “The
Gay Games allow us to be who we are. We can participate
openly, and meet other LGBT people. You don’t have to be an
elite athlete to take part. Just trying to do your personal best
in front of the world is a great opportunity. It’s an enriching
life experience. It’s powerful to watch it happen, too.”
When the Gay Games were in Chicago – an open, diverse,
welcoming city – some people still did not understand. There
was what Dahl calls “an undercurrent” of anti-Gay Games
feeling, and some picketing.
Cologne seems ready to embrace the Games. “I’ve been
there several times already,” Dahl says. “The people there are
very proud to be hosts. Europeans in general have always
embraced the Gay Games movement.”
The Gay Games have alternated between Caucasiandominated sites – other host cities have included Vancouver,
Amsterdam and Sydney – and the 2014 Games are set for
Cleveland. But multi-sport gay clubs have sprung up in places
like Chile and Argentina, and Dahl calls South America “an
untapped market.”
Johannesburg was one of three cities vying for the 2010
Games. Dahl says there is “no reason” the South African
metropolis can’t host the 2018 Games.
Dahl – whose official titles are co-president of the Federation
of Gay Games, and vice president of host relations – wants

to make sure the LGBT
community knows about
this
summer’s
event.
Among the attendees will
be Australian Olympic
gold medal diver Matthew
Mitcham. He’ll be involved
in several activities –
though not as an active
diver.
“I’m excited to be part of
something so important for
our communities around
the globe,” Mitcham says.
“This event brings lesbian
and gay life out on the
court, onto the track and
into the pool.
“Participating at the Gay
Games is a great chance
for all gays and lesbians
to show that we as a
community are not like the
stereotypes the straight
media loves to portray. I will take time off from training and
travel to Cologne, since I strongly feel we have to celebrate
our own values and help others accept that it is OK to be
different.”

Continued on Next Page 
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 Sports Continued
Dahl is excited that the 20-year-old Mitcham will be in
Cologne. “He is a fantastic role model, especially for younger
people. He is focused and successful in his sport and doesn’t
have to hide being gay. Dr. Tom Waddell, the Gay Games
founder, would have been so proud of that.
But the Gay Games are as much about non-elite athletes
as they are about Olympic gold medalists.
“Come to Cologne!” Dahl urges the world. “See what the
Gay Games are all about. If you don’t already participate in
gay sports or cultural events, get involved.
“It’s great fun. You’ll make excellent friendships, and enrich
your life. My partner and I have met some
of our closest friends through gay softball.
It could be a life-changing event.”
Team Oregon takes on Cologne
In his late 60s, Arde Johnson still competes
as a bodybuilder. When he and his partner
moved to Portland, Ore. a few years ago, he
left behind an important part of his athletic
and social life: Team Palm Springs, with
which he competed in the Gay Games.
As he told his new Portland friends how
much fun the Games are – socially as well as
athletically – he planted a seed. Rob Patton
listed with interest. Like many others in the
LGBT community, Patton had known little
about the Games. And like them, he grew
excited about the possibility of going to
Cologne for the 2010 event.
“I got drawn in like the tractor beam in
‘Star Wars,’” says Patton, a softball player.
Portlanders had always participated in
the Gay Games, of course. But not in any
organized way. Individual athletes fund
raised, made hotel arrangements and
traveled on their own.
Now they are doing it together. Thanks to
Johnson’s inspiration, and the organizational efforts of people
like Patton, Team Oregon will send a few dozen athletes to
Germany this summer. When Gay Games VII ends in August,
the umbrella group will continue to support gay sports in the
state. And when the 2014 Gay Games opens in Cleveland, Patton
hopes “a couple of hundred” Oregonians will be there.
So far, Team Oregon has attracted more individual athletes –
bodybuilders, swimmers, runners, dancers – than teams. (Patton
will play on a softball squad created by Gay Games organizers;
they form teams for players who do not have one. He may also
throw the javelin, a sport he enjoyed when he was younger.)
But those athletes come from a wide geographic area, making
Team Oregon perhaps the only statewide gay sports organization
with a presence in Cologne. “We want to bring people together
to train, compete and enhance the whole experience,” explains
Patton, now the president of Team Oregon. “It’s not like we’re
going to meet each other for the first time once we get to
Cologne.”
It’s a long way from the West Coast to Europe, so Team Oregon
has embarked on several money-raising efforts. Members earn
points for participating in each event. Funds will be distributed
based on point totals.
The owner of West Café donated 10 percent of the funds from a
wine dinner to the group. More creatively, Team Oregon members
solicited pledges based on the number of laps they’d run around
Portland’s Pioneer Square – in Speedos.
Small and medium-sized businesses have contributed up to
$300 for exposure on Team Oregon’s website. Bigger corporations
with sports connections in Portland’s backyard – Nike and
the North American headquarters of Adidas – are also being
solicited.
It is important, Patton says, to raise both money and
awareness. To help the latter mission, Team Oregon staffs booths
at Pride festivals and reaches out to LGBT community centers
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and campus groups. But – mindful that the Gay Games are not
limited to LGBT athletes – Patton says, “We’re as likely to have
flyers and posters at gyms and bike shops as gay bars. We’re
working the gay angle, and also the sports angle.”
Of course, there is also a Team Oregon Facebook group.
Many Oregonians react like Patton did not long ago: “I never
heard of the Gay Games!” Once they learn about the Games – a
social and cultural gathering, as well as an athletic competition
open to everyone regardless of ability or experience – they think:
“I can go to Germany and compete in a sport I’ve always wanted
to try, but never even done!” They realize Team Oregon can help,
and they start planning (and training)
in earnest.
In
addition
to
money
and
logistics, Patton’s organization faces
the challenge of moving beyond
the metropolis of Portland and
cosmopolitan cities like Eugene.
“There are some pretty small towns
in eastern Oregon where it’s tough
to be gay,” he notes. “My dream is to
reach those people. We’re still trying
to unearth them.” As an example, he
points to a swimmer in Klamath Falls.
However, Patton says, “We haven’t
heard a lot from him lately.”
Finding gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender athletes; getting them
together to train; organizing them and
helping fund their travel to Germany
– in the midst of a worldwide recession
– is no easy task.
“We recognize the obstacles,” Patton
acknowledges. “But we think whatever
we can do to make a difference for
people to go is great. This is the first
time we’re doing this as a statewide
group. We’re learning as we go along.
The next time around, we’ll be that much smarter.”
For more information on Team Oregon, visit www.
TeamOregon2010.org. For more information on the Gay Games,
visit www.gaygamescologne.com.
Dan Woog is a journalist, educator, soccer coach, gay activist, and
author of the “Jocks” series of books on gay male athletes. Visit
his website at www.danwoog.com. He can be reached care of this
publication

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1731
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 Edmonton Pride 2009 - Photos by Steve Polyak

Edmonton Pride Festival
Celebrating Thirty Years in Style

By Dallas Barnes and Sam Casselman
Edmonton will be beaming with rainbow colours from
June 11th to 20th as they celebrate thirty years of Pride
festivities with Edmonton 2010: A Pride Odyssey. Each
year’s attendance has been building - 2009’s festivities
were their biggest yet, at an estimated 22,000 attendees
and 26 events throughout the week.
Back in 1980, about 75 brave individuals initiated what
became today’s Edmonton Pride, celebrating simply with a
baseball game and a campfire. In modern times, festivities
have included rallies and fairs, poetry reading, art shows,
picnics, croquet tournaments, baseball games, a film
festival, and of course the Parade and the Celebration on
the Square. Today this repertoire has expanded festivities,
as many organizations have developed traditional Pride
celebrations of their own.
The Edmonton Pride Week Society (EPWS) has organized
Edmonton Pride since its inception in 1999. Their mission
of celebrating and bringing together the LGBT community,
their family, friends, coworkers, supporters, and the
business community at large has definitely shown in their
preparation for this year’s Pride Festival. The events this
year are numerous and sponsorship support is amazing.
Kicking off the festivities on Friday, June 11th is the Big
Queer Dance-A-Thon at Prism. This is a fundraiser for the
Pride Centre of Edmonton, and promises to be a riot with
awards for best costume, dance moves, and the last one
dancing. All of the details for this event and other official
Pride events are available on the Edmonton Pride website.
That night also has events ranging from the HIV Edmonton
sponsored Jeffery Straker concert at the Kasbar Lounge, to
the Official Pre-Event Party at Flash for Pure Pride 2010.
The Pride Parade will commence on June 12, beginning
at 1pm. The Parade route begins on Jasper Avenue and
108th Street, travelling east on Jasper Avenue, than left
onto 99thStreet towards its final destination at Churchill
Square. It is free to attend, and make sure you grab a seat
early along the route as it is sure to be a crowd pleaser.
The TD Celebration on the Square at Churchill Square
begins once the Parade ends. There will be many vendors,
and fabulous acts including The Boyfriends, The Diva’s, The

Be Arthur’s, The Wet Secrets, and DJ Jazzy Geoff. There will
be special guest appearances from Steven Daigle from Big
Brother, and adult film star Johnny Hazzard. Rounding out
the evening is PURE Pride: Men’s Night Out at PURE, and
Diamonds and Denim at Flash.
As a chance to recover from all of the events the day
before, Sunday offers some quieter choices. There will be a
Pride Church Service at MacDougall United Church, the 5th
Annual Mayor’s Pride Brunch at Chateau Lacombe Crowne
Plaza, and The Pride Centre of Edmonton Brunch. Later on
there will be the Edmonton Pride Awards at The Art Gallery
of Alberta, honoring those well deserved parade participants
for their extra effort in ensuring the parade maintains its
excellent standard. The Best Float will win $2000, Best
Vehicle wins $100, and the best walking entry is $50.
The rest of the week provides numerous events that are
sure to please everyone. Perhaps most intriguing is the Queer
History Bus Tour. This event, hosted by the exuberant and
outspoken Michael Phair and Darrin Hagen gives the public
a peek at hidden queer history tidbits.
Rounding out the week’s festivities is Pride’s official
Dance, 2010: A Pride Odyssey at Play Nightclub. Keeping
the floor hopping are DJ Pierre Fitch of Montreal, DJ Riot of
Vancouver, DJ D3Viant, and TIanna J. Level 2 Lounge will
offer the sounds of Calgary’s Niki.B.Nottie, and Fat Franks
will be on location to keep the crowd fed.
After thirty years, the momentum and growth of Edmonton
Pride is substantial. Show your Pride and enjoy everything
Edmonton has to offer.

Edmonton Pride Festival
June 11th - 20th
www.edmontonpride.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1732
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 Interview - From Page 12
like they know every American artist, but we probably only know
a few European artists.
More than anything I just want to do something epic. I want to
do something historical, like Frank Sinatra’s “My Way” or Michael
Jackson’s “Billie Jean.” Something people never forget.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1718

View Bonus Pics/Videos • Share with a Friend • Post Comments

Macy: With gay audiences, everybody there is in their element.
There’s just way more energy and everybody’s just excited and
they own it. Like, this is their place. So it comes with that crazy
energy and all the dancing and making out and screaming, and
everybody is happy and comfortable and natural. You don’t
always get that when you just go to a regular venue.
GayCalgary: You recently Tweeted, “Do you think God gets
tired of everybody asking him for stuff?” What was the last thing
you asked him for?
Macy: What did I say? Oh, I just said I needed “Beauty in the
World” to become No. 1.
GayCalgary: Does having hits matter to you anymore?
Macy: Part of making music is you want to share it with as
many people as possible, so people call that a hit when a whole
bunch of people dig your music. Of course I want to be successful
in what I do, and I really think that I made something that a lot
of people need to hear. The album is definitely something that
everybody can relate to, dance to, make love to, go to sleep to.
One you listen to over and over again.
GayCalgary: What’s your part in Tyler Perry’s upcoming film
, which will also star Whoopi Goldberg and
Janet Jackson?
Macy: I play a girl named Rose, a street abortionist. In my
scene, I’m giving an abortion. It’s really deep – I only have one
scene, but I’m really excited to get into it and put it on screen.
GayCalgary: Why has it been a struggle to achieve the same
success as your debut, On How Life Is?
Macy: Only in America. In Europe I did really well with all my
albums. It’s different; they’re a lot more open to music in Europe,
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Filthy Gorgeous

Semi Precious Weapons singer Justin Tranter talks about life with
Lady Gaga, being ‘gender fluid’ and the band’s sexy new album
By Chris Azzopardi
Semi Precious Weapons miss when sex – the dirty comeons, reckless rebellion and, of course, groin grabbing
– was as important to rock as the music itself. So they’re
bringing it back.
As those who’ve beheld Lady Gaga’s Monster Ball spectacular
know, they’re taking this mission seriously – in pantyhose or
whatever other girly garb singer Justin Tranter’s feeling, the
New York foursome make every glam-rock song, like the brazen,
buzzed-about “Magnetic Baby,” a climax.
As the modern priestess of pop rolls out another leg of the
tour this summer, Semi Precious Weapons – who’s dropping
their proper debut You Love You on June 22 – will wield their
sex shenanigans across the world. Before heading out again, we
caught up with Tranter to talk about being on tour with Gaga,
how he sees himself sexually and his own precious weapon (or
lack thereof).
GayCalgary: Why is sex an important part of rock ‘n’ roll?
Justin: Because the whole reason rock ‘n’ roll became
something different than pop music – and why rock ‘n’ roll
became something different than every other genre out there –
was that it was dangerous and rebellious and extremely sexual.
Sex needs to exist in rock ‘n’ roll always, or it shouldn’t be called
rock ‘n’ roll.
GayCalgary: Hence the crotch grabbing?
Justin: Sometimes I’ll watch a video of myself and I don’t really
even realize how much I grab my crotch. It’s a very natural thing
for me even though maybe I’m fixing my pantyhose. Maybe I’m
checking the dance belt. Maybe I’m just trying to grab my crotch.
I don’t even know myself!
GayCalgary: It’s not because you’re obsessed with your junk
then?
Justin: Oh god, no. I like to pretend I don’t have genitalia. I
like to think of myself as a “merperson” – genderless.
GayCalgary: Your sexuality confuses me.
Justin: Well, it should (laughs).
GayCalgary: How do you describe yourself sexually?

Justin: I don’t really describe myself at all when it comes
to gender and sexuality. There was a period of time where I
technically would’ve identified as gay, but then I started sleeping
with lots of women so that confused everybody. And I feel like if I
were to call myself bisexual, that’s just so ’90s/Reality Bites, so I
don’t really define myself at all. I’ll say like, “gender fluid” – that’s
what I am. I’ve actually been on a kick lately where I really like
to sleep with people who look just like me. So I don’t really know
what you’d call that either (laughs).
GayCalgary: So why don’t you make a name for it?
Justin: Once there’s a name for it, I have to give it up.
GayCalgary: Why do you hate that Semi Precious Weapons is
often labeled a “queer band”?
Justin: It’s not that I hate when the band is labeled as a
queer band. It’s just that it’s not true. I’m obviously some sort
of something that’s not typically heterosexual, but the rest of
the band is 100-percent straight and there are four of us in
the band, so to label us as a queer band would just be wrong.
Besides, a verse and a chorus can’t decide whom it wants to
fuck; it’s just a verse and a chorus. So labeling music as “queer”
or “black” or “Asian,” it’s not that I’m against it, I just think that
it’s incorrect.
GayCalgary: You’ve licked tits on stage?
Justin: Oh yes. I’ve done lots of motor boating on stage. I’ve
made out with lots of women on stage. Women have made out
with each other on my stage. Lots of exciting things.
GayCalgary: Not on the Lady Gaga tour, though, right?
Justin: When we play club shows they’re much, much crazier.
Not that Gaga shows aren’t crazy, but as far as the audience
interaction with me, it’s much crazier at smaller venues because
security wise it’s actually a possibility.
GayCalgary: Are you ever surprised at the fans that come out
to your shows?
Justin: Our audience is so mixed, and that’s how we love it.
There are lots of cutesy gender-confused teens that come to see
us play, which is amazing and an inspiration and they’re cooler
than I am. But then there are lots of dudes that come with their
girlfriends, and there are lots of clubby hot girls that try to bang
the other guys in the band, or I guess try to bang me. Most times
they just want to pet me.
GayCalgary: How has opening for Gaga changed your life?
Justin: We’ve got to travel the world with the biggest pop star
in the whole world, which luckily is a friend of ours. It’s such an
amazing, surreal experience for her to love our band so much
even though we’re a filthy rock band and she’s a cutting-edge
pop star. It’s a pretty ballsy move to have a rock band open for
her, but she’s obviously a ballsy girl.
GayCalgary: What have you learned from her?
Justin: Her advice deals with the beginning stages of our
career, because we’ve been a band for three-and-a-half years,
driving ourselves around in the van and playing every small,
gross bar in America. We’ve done that for a long time. We were
all teenagers, dealing with this first stage, as far as the world’s
concerned, of our real career on a major label and going to radio
stations and doing interviews and meeting celebrities and all
that stuff. Her advice on how to deal with that – and our first trip
around the world as an actual band that people pay attention to
– has been amazing.
GayCalgary: Does she ever let you borrow her clothes, like the
Kermit the Frog get-up?
Justin: (Laughs) We do not share clothes. I’m 6-foot-4 and
she’s 5-foot-2, so I don’t think it would be work out. That would
probably fit on one of my thighs. Maybe one day I’ll wear it as a
leg warmer.
GayCalgary: When did you start dressing in feminine
clothes?
Justin: I started dressing in genderless clothes on and off
since I was 15. I thought I looked fantastic, but now when I look
at pictures, I looked absolutely hideous. I had glasses and clear
braces and blue eye shadow (laughs). But I’ve been wearing heels

Continued on Page 55 
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The Gruesomely Strange And Hilarious
The World of Troma Entertainment
By Evan Kayne
I’d like to think as a gay man I’m more open to things a
straight man would either ignore or hate. Sometimes my
desire for different experiences has led me down strange
paths, especially when I had the great opportunity to
interview filmmaker Lloyd Kaufman while he was here
for the Calgary Comic and Entertainment Expo back in
April.
Lloyd, along with his business partner Michael Herz, are
the driving force behind Troma Entertainment. If the name
doesn’t sound familiar to you, these gentlemen are the
twisted geniuses responsible for The Toxic Avenger (along
with its sequels and the children’s cartoon show Toxic
Crusaders), Class of Nuke ‘Em High, Sgt. Kabukiman NYPD
and the recent musical/horror/omedy release, Poultrygeist:
Night of the Chicken Dead.
Kaufman started out in the mid-70s directing raunchy
sex comedies, but onwards from The Toxic Avenger, most
of their films leaned towards “shock exploitation” type
films containing overt sexuality, graphic
violence, gore, nudity, and a surreal sense
of humour.
In other words, good times!
While there are undoubtedly some
sweater-queens in our community who
would swoon at this concoxion, those
of us who like over-the-top, almost
cartoon-like gore and violence would
enjoy the bizarre journeys Troma sends
us on. Additionally, given Troma’s slogan
of “Movies of the Future,” those same
sweater-queens who clutch their pearls
now will probably be laughing their asses
off in 30 years when Hollywood rehashes
the same damn ideas.
All the gore aside, the interesting thing
about Troma films is that they identify
with the underdogs, and don’t mock them
as mainstream horror films do. Watching
The Toxic Avenger and Nuke ‘Em High,
for example, the gay characters are not
teased or tormented - they are just there
as part of the background scenery (which,
for horror films in the 1980s was damn
near revolutionary). Furthermore, Troma’s
recent film Poultrygeist, featured a lesbian relationship
central to the plot line. That, and a guy getting anally
fingered by a zombie hand in a graveyard.
Lloyd feels a kinship with the LGBT community, on being
outsiders, being marginalized: “Troma – at least my movies
– tend to support the underdogs.” As way of example, he
mentions that in the first Toxic Avenger, everyone turned
against the title character except his mother, the children,
and the gay men.
Troma also helped finance and distribute the 1991 film
Vegas in Space - the glamorous story of three astronauts
transformed into women in order to complete a secret
mission on the all-female planet Clitoris. Yes, the film was
campy; however it also starred and was written/created by
Doris Fish, one of San Francisco’s most noted drag queens,
Lloyd told us.
“An all transvestite musical comedy that takes place in
space and...it was well before Priscilla: Queen of the Desert.
We brought Miss X (a drag queen star of the film) to Cannes
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Film Festival two years before Priscilla was made. It was
very unusual – people were really surprised...That was a big
deal, it was very controversial.”
Despite the contentious nature of some of his films, Troma
attracts a loyal fan base. “We’ve got a lot of fans – and that’s
the only reason we’re around is because of the fans.” A
showing of a Troma film guarantees a packed theatre, as
happened in 2007 when Poultrygeist showed at the Calgary
International Film Festival. Lloyd showed me a picture of a
lineup for a recent showing of The Toxic Avenger in Vegas,
which went around the block!
However, because of the genre of Troma’s movies, some
financial difficulties and missteps with past films, and his
independent streak, Troma has been marginalized.
“At the Cannes Film Festival, people go, didn’t you used
to be Lloyd Kaufman? We cannot penetrate the hymen of the
mainstream, and when we do, we get fucked.”
This despite having actors such as Marisa Tomei, Ron
Jeremy, Vincent D’Onofrio, Trey Parker and Matt Stone
acting in Troma films early in their career. Additionally,
directors Quentin Tarantino and Eli Roth are admirers of
Kaufman’s work. “We’ve never been
more famous yet we’ve never had less
business,” Lloyd told us.
Part of the problem with this, Lloyd
asserts, is that in the States, the media
is controlled by conglomerates and
they strangle the little guys. The rules
which governed monopolies were done
away with, and being an independent
film-maker is next to impossible. Lloyd
thinks for all that, the World Wide Web
is the future.
“The Internet is the big hope, which
is why we need to keep it free and open
and diverse. That is a big threat because
the telephone companies, the giant
media companies, they do not want net
neutrality because they have to compete
and they do not want to compete. It’s
much easier if it’s a cartel.”
He stresses the public needs to tell
their elected representatives to support
net neutrality as it means freedom
for creative expression. We can’t and
shouldn’t support big companies who
are opponents of net neutrality, as they don’t want variety
or diversity unless it’s THEIR kind of variety and diversity
- which means a choice of nothing.
Considering the mainstream choices of late are another
Sex and the City film, and anything barfed up by “author”
Nicholas Sparks, having the Tromas of the world is a
nice laxative to the aforementioned crap. Be warned, the
splattergore Troma films are not for the weak of heart.
However, for the genre, Lloyd’s work is surprisingly savvy.
Toxic Avenger and Nuke ‘Em High played with the public’s
fears of toxic waste and nuclear power, respectively. Troma’s
recent film, Poultrygeist, was also an effective skewering of
the fast food industry in North America.
“Among other things, I am interested in political/
sociological themes as well as sex and violence,” said
Lloyd.
Granted, he knows a large portion of his audience are
straight males (which would explain the numerous instances
of topless women), however anything showing nudity
or sex are pretty much so far over the top, half the time

 Cocktails - From Page 29
you’re laughing at the characters. Additionally, unlike the
cowering females of most mainstream horror movies, a lot
of the Troma female characters can kick ass as much as - or
even more than - the male hero. When any gay characters
appear onscreen, they usually aren’t cannon fodder for once,
but just characters in the film – either on the side of the
hero (Toxic Avenger) or one of the villains (Nuke ‘Em High).
Well, okay, the gay Spanish character from Poultrygeist got
ground up and made into a Sloppy Joe-type sandwich that
could talk (with Pimento olives for eyes) but this was again
an example of cartoon-like over-the-top violence, and damn
funny.
Lloyd’s films may not be to everyone’s taste, yet I find
Troma releases to be a hell of a lot more entertaining than
your average horror schlock film which goes for the easy
targets. It’s a shame Hollywood doesn’t embrace him, but
will steal his ideas ten or twenty years down the road.

Troma Entertainment
www.troma.com
Lloyd Kaufman
www.lloydkaufman.com
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1736
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“Well if, baby, you’re the bottom….” Craig sang out.
Jack shot Sammy a glare that unnerved me to the bone.
Not Sammy, who just grinned and said, “Only geeks wear
swimsuits.” And with that he stripped off his clothes and
exhibited the centerpiece of their relationship.
“Do we have cranberry juice?” I wondered as Jack and
Sammy headed for the pool.
Craig was aghast. “Why on earth, after a spectacle worthy
of Chi Chi LaRue, does your geriatric mind turn to cranberry
juice? Kielbasa and Crisco, yes; but Ocean Squirt?”
“Sorry,” I replied. I did groove on Sammy’s body – Jack’s
too – but I was getting sloshed on Absolut on the rocks
without the rocks, my default drink when I was down. It had
been a rotten week. The publishing industry was crueler
than ever, my latest book proposal seemed dead in the water,
I was wildly depressed, and Jack was so successful….
“I’m going to make Madrases,” I slurred, “to celebrate the
colonials’ revenge. So Jack likes India inside and out: how
totally Harvard! But I hate Ocean Squirt. I like 100% juice,
even if it’s mostly apple.”
“Thank you, Consumer Reports.” Craig’s eyes turned
skyward. “Give him two perfect asses and two six-packs –
12! a case! – and he’s earnestly comparing juices. Well, the
cupboard’s bare, too, so I’ll go down to the harbor and get
some. I’ll pick up more OJ as well.”
“No pulp!” I shouted as Craig lumbered out. I thought
morosely about Jack Fogg’s lickable chest, Sammy’s
breathtaking body and the futility of the human condition,
especially mine.
“Snap out of it, Eddie”, Jiminy Cricket scolded. “Go get the
right glassware.”
The Madras is a more complex Screwdriver: vodka, OJ,
and cranberry juice. It’s great stirred together, but you can
layer it like a Tequila Sunrise. Here’s how:
1 part Absolut
1.5 parts cranberry juice (ignore my pickiness; use what
you like)
1 part orange juice (the no pulp kind if possible)
Fill a tall glass with ice, and add the vodka. Give it a stir.
Pour in the cranberry juice and let it settle. Then attempt to
float the OJ on the cranberry juice by pouring it gently onto
the back of a spoon, which you have inserted into the glass
at the top level of the OJ. If you fail the first time, drink the
ruined cocktail and keep making and drinking them until
you get it right. Then drink it.
Ed Sikov is the author of Dark Victory; The Life of Bette Davis, and other
books about films and filmmakers.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1726
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 CRIR 2009 - Photos by Steve Polyak

Let ARGRA Entertain You!
The Bud Light Canadian Rockies International Rodeo
By Evan Kayne
The Bud Light Canadian Rockies International Rodeo (CRIR)
July 1-4 promises to be full of fun, entertainment and Wild
West action. Get ready to party as all four days will have acts or
musicians alongside the main attraction: the rodeo. Check out
the improved midway experience, or (new this year) step off the
sidelines and actually learn how to be a cowboy/cowgirl?
The New Midway Experience
One of the things people like about the Calgary Stampede is the
collection of retailers, food, and games of chance, all wrapped up
together. The CRIR is looking to replicate this experience, only more
festive and gay (in both definitions of the word).
This year the Art Show, Silent Auction, retailers, GayCalgary and
Edmonton Community Carnival, and food vendors will be mixed
in together. For retailers this is especially a great change as Judy
Munson, ARGRA Communications Director, told us.
“Retailers will be far more visible – they’ll be part of the midway...
they want to interact more with the people who are attending, and
I think that’s a great idea.”
As for the Art show, this is the fifth year for the annual Rodeo
Silent Auction and the third year for the Art show (which still
remains the largest LGBT Art show in Western Canada). Both have
grown in popularity, with grander items for you to buy or bid on.
Also returning for its second year is the GayCalgary and Edmonton
Community Carnival. Rodeo attendees will have fun playing games
of chance while they get to know and support LGBT organizations
in our province. Confirmed games include, Bingo with the Imperial
Sovereign Court of the Chinook Arch (ISCCA), a target-hitting
game with Pride Calgary, and a carnival booth from Gay Friends in
Calgary. While there are other groups who have expressed interest,
there is still time for more group to come on board for this great
fundraising opportunity – contact ARGRA for details.
The midway also means food, which is the guilty pleasure for
some. So you can be sipping on wine when you browse the Art/
Silent Auction area, then step out for Funnel Cakes or Mini Donuts
to munch on while you take in performances on the Bud Light
Stage on the Midway.
The Entertainers
Entertainment everywhere is another selling point for this year’s
CRIR. On the Midway, the Bud Light stage will provide music,
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karaoke and as many live singers as they can get up there. The
stage will be nearby the Silent Auction area; Judy told us the
entertainment will run before registration and the dance on Friday
night, and on Saturday, between the rodeo and the nighttime
events.
On Canada Day, you’ll want to start the party with Aunt Joanna,
“The Gal with a Gazillion Voices”. He has entertained audiences
both in his own voice, and with over 30 celebrity vocal impressions,
including: Patsy Cline, Celine Dion, Liza Minnelli and even Johnny
Cash. All the song parodies are hilarious and original.
Thursday then continues with a dance, and the Canada Day
fireworks –visible from the rodeo grounds.
Joanna’s not the only returning artist. ARGRA ups the ante
for Friday night’s dance with the headliner from last year - Steve
Arsenault – back by popular demand.
“He was just so full of energy,” Judy told us, “and he loved us...
when we got all done he said, Oh, you guys want me to come back
I’m all over it.”
Of course, the fantastic Bud Light Barn Burner Dance and dinner
on Saturday is usually the busiest and most popular dance of the
weekend. Dynamic DJ Rob will be providing your music along with
a “mystery” entertainer.
The fun winds to a close Sunday night with the Awards Ceremony
and the Happy Trails Dance featuring Rooster in a Hen House Band
and Dynamic DJ Rob. These are just the bigger items – there’s more
stuff listed on the schedule – check out the details on ARGRA’S
website, or in the ARGRA Guide at a Glance on page 35.
The Rodeo
Naturally, the main draw for the cow folk is the rodeo. The
experience everyone had last year, switching to the bigger venue
at Strathmore Agricultural Society Grounds, has people eagerly
anticipating this year’s event. While you can expect to see all
the events you’ve come to enjoy, this year ARGRA has included
something for anyone eager to learn how to be a cowpoke: the
Rodeo School.
Since this was announced, “We’re getting a lot of people interested
[and] signed up already,” Judy told us. Rodeo school members can
learn the ins and outs of chute dogging, calf roping on foot, steer
decorating, and steer riding. If you’re interested, Judy stresses
that you need contact ARGRA and sign up now, because while the
deadline is June 20th, they may run out of space before then.

Community
Finally, ARGRA wants to make sure everyone acknowledges
the real heroes of the rodeo – all the volunteers. CRIR can’t run
without the help of their volunteers. In fact, Judy tells us, “I had
our volunteer guy count the number of hours – volunteer hours for
the rodeo – and it’s over 4200...and [they] step up every year.” So
ARGRA is doing something this year to actively recognize the effort
of these dedicated individuals. There will be a separate building set
up as a volunteer center for people to sign in and get the details
on their assignments. This could mean you too, as ARGRA is still
looking for help.
Finally, if you are planning to go and party, don’t drive home
drunk – not that you’d get far considering last year saw Checkstop
positioned right outside the gates Saturday night.
For those cowpokes who want to be staggering distance to a
bed, there is camping at the Strathmore Agricultural grounds. If
you want more upscale, the official host hotel for the CRIR is the
Strathmore Travelodge. If you prefer the comfort of your own bed,
either have a designated driver, or take the Rodeo bus which will
travel between Strathmore and Calgary. Party safe because ARGRA
wants you back for years to come!
For more details, read the ARGRA Guide at a Glance on page 35 of this
edition.

Bud Light Canadian Rockies International Rodeo
Presented by ARGRA at the Strathmore Agricultural Society
www.argra.org
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1737
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Prom Again

Graduate With Queer Honours
By Janine Eva Trotta
It’s June. Malls are bustling with gaggles of teenage girls
in hunt of their dream prom dress, the perfect shade
of Maybelline purple shadow and Chanel-pink lip gloss.
The sight brings you back to the day you graduated.
Perhaps it was memorable, or maybe, like for Constance
McMillen, prom was a sham.
McMillen petitioned the Itawamba County School District to
bring her same-sex girlfriend to prom and to wear a tuxedo,
but was denied. The school cancelled prom, and courts decided
against ruling for the school to reinstate it, so the community
organized a prom dance at a country club which McMillen, her
date, and only a handful of friends attended. Meanwhile the
majority of students from her school went to another dance at a
community centre.
McMillen transferred to a different school in Jackson,
Mississippi from which she will graduate June 2nd, and on June
12th the Miscellaneous Youth Network will host the first-ever
Queer Prom in Calgary, inspired by her story: a chance for the
queer community to attend a graduation dance any way they
want, with no supervision and no fear of judgment.
The fundraising prom will go down at the Hillhurst-Sunnyside
Community Association starting at 8pm. Tickets are available at
Dick & Janes for $10 in advance or $15 at the door, and there
will be a cash bar. Prizes will go out to the tackiest couple and
tackiest single, courtesy of Deva Dave’s, and a variety of raffle
prizes will be drawn.
A photographer will be on site to capture those special
moments as they unfold.
“We’re very excited about this,” says Jen Jeans, board member
on the MYN. “It’s cool to see a community come together and
support this one specific event.”
You can find the Queer Prom event on Facebook and contact
board members for opportunities to volunteer, DJ, or purchase
tickets.
Now some final tips for getting ready for the big night:
• Watch the Sex in the City episode where Carrie attends
Stanford’s Queer Prom
• Have a Pretty in Prink dance party
• Make your own dress
• Sabotage someone else’s
Happy Prom Season!

Queer Prom
Saturday, June 12th, 8pm-2am
Hillhurst-Sunnyside Community Centre (1320 5th Ave NW, Calgary)
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1738
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Introducing Full Time HEAT! Lethbridge Pride Festival
June Celebrations Mark Second Year

By Mark Randall

By Dallas Barnes and Sam Casselman

Hello, my name is Mark Randall and I am pleased to
announce that AIDS Calgary Awareness Association
has hired me as their new full time HEAT Program
Coordinator providing information, referrals and support
to Calgary’s gay and MSM community.

The City of Lethbridge will have its own Pride Festival,
now for a second year, running from June 13th to the
20th. Heather Chomos, Chair of the organization, could
not be more excited about it.

Some of you may already know who I am and that I have been
actively involved in Calgary’s gay and MSM community. As an
AIDS Calgary volunteer, I have provided HIV education, support
and information to people living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS.
For those of you who may not recognize or know me yet, I hope
you will take time to introduce yourself to me and our agency
program when you see me out at different events throughout the
coming summer and early fall months.
I am thrilled to have this opportunity to develop and work
on programs aimed at reducing potential HIV infections and
raising awareness of HIV/AIDS and other Sexually Transmitted
Infections. I look forward to putting my knowledge, experience
and skills into a position that is visible and accessible to provide
HIV information and harm reduction tools to the Calgary
community.

What is HEAT?
HEAT (HIV Education and Awareness Today) is a program
designed to address HIV/STI education, awareness and
prevention. HEAT engages the gay men/MSM community by
providing specific education in support of HIV/STI prevention and
health promotion – through outreach, development workshops
and online.
What does HEAT do?
My role as the Program Coordinator will be to provide HIV
prevention, education and referrals in bars, the bathhouse and
other community events. I will also be working with some online
social networks providing outreach and information to gay and
MSM population along with harm reduction tools, condoms,
HIV information, crisis referrals, and community information
sessions.
Where will you find HEAT?
You will find HEAT at different events, venues and businesses
that cater to the gay and MSM community including local bars,
bathhouses, PRIDE Week, the ARGRA Rodeo, and Fairy Tales to
name only a few. You will also be able to find me in our office
location at the Calgary Cares Centre.
I look forward to strengthening the link between AIDS Calgary
and the gay and MSM communities. For more information on the
HEAT program, to find out how you can get involved or to ask
any questions about the program please feel free to get in touch
with me!

HEAT Program Coordinator
AIDS Calgary Awareness Association
403-508-2500 ext 129 • heat@aidscalgary.org
Calgary Cares Center
#110, 1603 - 10th Avenue SW

“New and old sponsors have really stepped in to help us create
and provide the best experience for everyone!”
She credits these sponsors for the success of last year’s Pride
Festival and the pending success of the current one.
“Our sponsors have been very generous, from some very
large, personal donations to our wonderful corporate sponsors!
GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine as always has been
extremely generous and has donated web and magazine space
to us. They are our Premier and sole media sponsor. We have
very generous donations from Barefoot Wine and Bubbly and
GALA/LA. We value all of our sponsors, including the YMCA
Lethbridge, Lethbridge Toyota, Starbucks, and Select Recruiting
and Teamworks. We’ve been very fortunate to have so many
people and organizations step up to sponsor us in the past, and
have continued to work with us this year.”
The week of festival is chalked full of Pride events, starting
on June 14th with a Wine Tasting event by Barefoot Wine and
Bubbly. It takes place at Mocha Casablanca, starting at 6:30.
Tickets are $20.00 and will be available in the near future.
(All ticket information will be available on the Lethbridge Pride
Festival website.)
Switching form wine tasting to sports, The YMCA is holding
Play with Pride, Sports and Activity Night on Wednesday, June
16th. Starting at 6:20pm, the evening events range from sports
of all kind (with all equipment readily available) to air hockey and
cards.
Pride weekend in Lethbridge begins on Friday, June 18th,
with the second annual Flag Raising at City Hall, where the flag
will remain throughout the weekend’s festivities. This will begin
at 6:30, accompanied by speeches. Immediately following there
will be Queeraoke, Lethbridge Pride’s version of karaoke at The
Mix, by Ric’s Grill
Saturday’s events include the Bob Kosta Memorial Pride
Barbeque at noon in Pavan Park, in memory of a long time
supporter and ally to the community, who passed away shortly
after last year’s Pride events.
Later that evening is the official Pride Dance with performances
by Malibu Stacey, Kris Kollins, and others. The event venue will
be announced shortly, and tickets are $10.00 each.
Rounding out Lethbridge Pride Week, there will be a Pride and
faith service at 11:30am, with a brunch following at 12:30pm.
GALA: Out in the Park, at Galt Gardens will be Lethbridge
Pride’s final event. It runs from 2-6pm and is an all ages, alcohol
free event. There will be a list of acts present, including Killiane,
to entertain the crowds. Additional performers will be listed on
the website.
In its premier event in 2009, Pride Lethbridge welcomed nearly
1000 guests. This year they hope to see even more come out!

Lethbridge Pride Festival
June 13th - 20th
www.lethbridgepridefest.ca

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1739
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Carol Cattell Classic Gay Friends in Calgary
Outdoor Golf Weekend for Women

Changing For the Community

By Laurelie Nattress

By Dallas Barnes and Sam Casselman

Don’t miss the social event of the summer! Last year,
over 100 women enjoyed a weekend of food, fun, frivolity,
and yes, even a little golf!

They say change is good, and in the case of Gay Friends
in Calgary, formerly Gay Singles in Calgary, this couldn’t
be truer. Ian McKinnon, spokesperson for Gay Friends
in Calgary agrees.

Womonspace Edmonton is pleased to host the 11th Annual
Carol Cattell Classic Golf Tournament and Campout from July
16th to 18th. The tournament is named in honour of Carol
Cattell, a long-time member of Womonspace who lost a brave
battle with cancer in 2005.
The get together will be held at the Country 9 Golf Club and
Campground, located just north of Bashaw (near Camrose).
The format for the tournament will be a Texas Scramble
(shotgun start) and is divided into two groups. The morning
involves more serious golfers while the afternoon is for less
experienced players, or for those interested in trying the game.
The tournament is intended to be fun for all.
The entry fee includes 9 holes of golf with power cart, lunch,
barbecue supper, prize draws for all golfers, and camping
Thursday through Sunday. This weekend is very unique: a
women’s only campout and golf tournament.
For those not wishing to camp, there are several options
available for accommodation in the area, e.g. motel, hotel, and
bed & breakfasts. All of these are near the Country 9 so that
people not camping can still participate in the fun at the site
(games, campfire singalongs, visiting, etc.). Some people have
commuted from Edmonton which is about 90 minutes, depending
on your initial location (and driving speed).
For those who enjoy golfing, camping, and being with a
great group of like-minded women, this is the event for you!
Registration is limited and this event fills quickly. Tell all your
friends and get your entries in early so you don’t miss any of the
fun.
Visit the Womonspace website for entry forms and more
information.

Carol Cattell Classic Golf Tournament
July 16th - 18th
Presented by Womonspace Edmonton • www.womonspace.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1741
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“As we’ve grown we’ve been joined by those in all
imaginable aspects of our community. We’ve become much
more than a social group for gay singles. We’ve morphed
into a community that encourages friendships irrespective
of barriers.”
With this being said, Gay Singles in Calgary has been relaunched as Gay Friends in Calgary Society, an inclusive
group with the sole purpose of celebrating “the unity and
diversity within Calgary’s GLBTQ community.” Through
numerous social events, that don’t necessarily include the
bar scene, to a new website that includes forums, events,
member summaries and pictures, this group lives up to its
goal of promoting and enabling growth of the gay community,
and it’s place in the greater Calgary community, that is so
necessary.
Gay Singles in Calgary was originally launched on May 21,
2009 as a non-profit group, giving its members a medium to
socialize that was not bar-centric. It was with the growing
number of members of all genders and identities, and the
suggestions of its members and the community to expand
the organization to include all individuals, that the Gay
Friends in Calgary Society came to fruition. With a strong
Board of Directors, their dedication to the organization is
assured.
This new initiative was introduced at its 1st Birthday
Celebration at AXIS Gallery in Art Central this past May
21st. With hundreds in attendance, including Olympian
Mark Tewksbury who was signing copies of his latest book,
the change was announced. This was applauded by the
crowd, which included individuals from all areas of the
community.
Alongside the main celebration was a silent auction, wine
donated by Barefoot Wines, and appetizers for the masses.
There were also computers set up with the Gay Friends
in Calgary website ready for people to register. Currently
at 159 members, the site is growing, and is consistently
updated with events going on around the city.
“Gay Friends in Calgary is open to all members of
Calgary’s gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered, queer,
and straight community. Members can experience social
events such as bowling, dancing, coffee, theatre, hiking,
sightseeing road trips, sampling Calgary’s hidden eateries
or networking with other individuals,” states McKinnon.
In a community that members have complained lacks
in social opportunities, Gay Friends in Calgary offers that
missing link.

Gay Friends in Calgary
www.gayfriendsincalgary.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1742
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Music Review

Hear Me Out: Pulse, Lessons from the Late Night
By Chris Azzopardi

Lessons from the Late
Night
Hunter Valentine
My Rating: 

Hunter Valentine play tough, but underneath the rowdy
rock spasms of the all-lesbian band’s music lies heartbreak
and relationship woes. The Toronto threesome’s third album
– the follow-up to their first full-length released in 2007 – is
impressive, embracing the quality-over-quantity adage at just
seven songs totaling a measly, but mighty, 23 minutes. Each
one baits with irresistible hooks and Kiyomi McCloskey’s
rousing temper tantrums, shredding the angsty lyrics like a
lawn mower plowing through a field. If radio would embrace real
lez love, and not just in the cheap doing-it-drunk way, Hunter
Valentine could have a shot at seizing a wider audience of
punk-rock peeps that dig hardcore queer bands like The Cliks.
They thrash through the first five songs with aggressive control,
singing of broken promises and trust on the defiant “Treadmills
of Love” and the in-your-face “Revenge.” There’s a frenzied
sprint to “Barbara Jean” and a sing-along refrain to the grungerock of “The Stalker,” but these girls clean up nicely, too: “A
Youthful Existence” is a quieter tale of belonging, emoting with
lines like, “There is some place left for you.” Hunter Valentine
might not fit in, but they sure do stand out.

genius capable of creating crescendos that suck you deep into
their epicenter. No surprise, then, that the best cut on the album
is one of the few that are vocal-less: “My Nerves that Committed
Suicide.” So moving that it speaks to you even without a voice.

Kate Nash, My Best Friend is You
As “I’ve Got a Secret” fizzes out and this British alt-rocker
intones “homophobic pricks” in this coming-out cut, how can
you not like her? The sophomore CD from the MySpace-launched
wonder is almost as likable, exploring relationship facets with a
hard-edged bite and lots of bad language. Sometimes going Rrated over radio-friendly works, like on retro-ed “Do-Wah-Doo,”
but when she pushes too hard with the sexual spoken-word riff
“Mansion Song” she risks alienation with indignation.
Natalie Merchant, Leave Your Sleep
This isn’t how Natalie Merchant left us before going on a sevenyear hiatus. Whereas 2003 found the former 10,000 Maniacs
front-woman doing straight-up folk, this sprawling literary
double-disc undertaking shifts into fairytale whimsy and Celticsounding songs – all complimented with an elaborate storybook
that’s definitely something to marvel over. As for the 26 songs,
they’re all non-mainstream, ambitious and off in their own world.
One that brings sleep more than leaves it.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1743
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Pulse

Toni Braxton
My Rating: ½
What a bitch it’s been for pasttheir-prime pop divas like Mariah, Whitney and Toni Braxton.
To stay cool, they’ve had to take cues from the “kids,” indulge
in Auto-Tune and hang with rappers. But if Whitney can take a
crack at it (excuse the pun) and muster something that’s decent
enough to endure, Braxton can pull it off with flying rainbow
colors even if she’s swinging outside her R&B roots. She can
still sing, for one – though almost everything she’s released in
the last decade has been meager compared to her ’90s output.
So what’s a diva to do? Go gayer. “Make My Heart,” the second
single, is a supersonic disco-dance song with the clubs in mind.
It’s not bad, but it isn’t a showpiece for her voice’s multi-toned
dexterity. For that, the album is brimming with ballads, and
though there’s nothing as epic as the career-catapulting “UnBreak My Heart,” that doesn’t mean she can’t cut a solid slowie
nearly 15 years later. “Yesterday” meddles in the omnipresent
modern-day mold. If not remarkably original, it’s still a damn
good diva moment. Better are the goosebumps-giving vocals on
“Woman” (dramatic pause included!) and “If I Have to Wait,”
making it clear that Braxton’s still best when she’s breaking
hearts.

Also Out
Kaki King, Junior
Even with more singing, the masterful guitarist’s wistful
fifth album is an inescapable Bermuda Triangle of dreamy and
hypnotic sounds. King’s a better guitar player than vocalist, as
she’s proved with early instrumental-only projects, but still a
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Au Natural with the Buck Naked Boys
By Evan Kayne
Even in our “open minded” community, if you mention
to people that you are a Naturist (i.e. a nudist) most
will assume there is some sexual aspect to it. However,
for the Edmonton-based Naturist group Buck Naked
Boys (BNB), that’s just ridiculous; like sexualizing
your standard morning shower. Naturism is about an
increased comfort with your body; it’s about enjoying
being naked, and for the BNBC it’s about being naked in
a NON-sexual social setting.
Having existed since 1997, the Buck Naked Boys are a bit
different from your average community group. They have
no membership fees, no board members, and events are
organized on a cost shared/cost-recovery basis. BNB’s main
representative, Fred, does most of the planning for events,
but he keeps his ears open to group feedback.
“I pay attention to what guys say and think, so my
organizing is kind of collaboratively planned.”
While some events occur at the homes of members, BNB
is also fortunate to have an outdoor venue just outside of
Edmonton. This venue - Labyrinth Lake Lodge - is located a
half hour drive from the Edmonton International Airport. In
addition, the lodge is gay owned and naturist friendly.
“..the owner of the lodge is a close friend, major supporter
of BNB and he, and often his husband as well, attend every
event unless they are elsewhere.”
The lodge’s location is ideal, as it’s situated deep in the
Alberta countryside, on a peninsula surrounded by lakes
and trees. Therefore there are no worries about outsiders
getting a free show. As Fred told us, they also keep an eye
out for those who don’t belong there.
“In 14 years we have had one incident of somebody being
around that should not have been. She drove up and started
walking around the grounds like she had a god-given right
to.” Unfortunately for her, even while naked Fred strongly
protected BNB’s privacy and she was ordered off the
property.
BNB has experienced steady growth since the group was
first established. While the ages of the men vary, most are
at least 40 years old. As to why the under 40 crowd seems
reluctant to join the club, Fred’s opinion is, “younger guys
are lacking in the self confidence needed. Comments like,
I would have to go to the gym for at least 6 months before
I could do that. There is a competitiveness to be the most
attractive, the best, who has the best car, makes the most
money, etc. and when you are naked, all that is so gone and
they can’t handle it.”
As for when the group does attract new members, BNB
usually tries not to dump them in the deep end if they are
nervous about first experiencing the Naturism lifestyle. New
members are invited to meet another member (fully clothed)
for coffee first – both to introduce them to a familiar face,
and also to let them know how the club runs (i.e. NOT a sex
club).
Fred adds, “it is a big deal to most guys to attend an
event for the first time. For many of them it means going
somewhere that is new to them into a crowd of guys all of
whom are new to them and you got five minutes to get naked
and join the crowd, and most of these men are gay.”
If the person is closeted to some degree, it can be a bit
intimidating. It’s not a stretch to say Naturism may come
easier to someone who is out of the closet, perhaps an
active member of the LGBT community, and an occasional
attendee at public events such as Pride parades.
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Regarding Pride, unlike in other cities, Edmonton’s BNB
doesn’t promote itself at Edmonton’s Pride Festival. Even
so, Fred says there seems to be a high awareness of BNB
in the mainstream queer community – though he feels
this awareness may not be equivalent to actually knowing
something about the group. BNB is about letting your skin
be as free as the day you were born, and letting drop all
those expectations and walls we put up with clothing and
possessions.
To illustrate that point Fred told us about how, a few years
ago, one particular member started attending. This member
was very nervous – even though he’d been an avid naturist
all his life, it took him three years to commit to joining the
group. He had lived a straight life and had been involved
in all kinds of different groups, and professionally was a
salesman. This gentleman has become one of BNB’s most
energetic supporters, thrilled with the group dynamics. The
membership get along great with one another, which Fred
credits to the social constructs that disappear when the
clothes come off.
Yet even while naked, some people still may have personal
space limits – the club stresses to all new members to
respect one another and be aware of the comfort zone of
fellow members. A person may like getting naked, but still
may not like to be touched beyond a handshake. “Touching,
without the expressed permission of the receiver is not
permitted,” confirms Fred. The group polices it very well,
and there haven’t been any incidents of note.
Admittedly, naturism is not for everyone, but in our
uptight North American society, I’m all in favour of more
groups like BNB springing up. For those who oppose or
mock Naturism, I have no reply better than the words of
John Lennon:
”The main hangup in the world today is hypocrisy and
insecurity. If people can’t face up to the fact of other
people being naked or smoking pot, or whatever they
want to do, then we’re never going to get anywhere.
People have got to become aware that it’s none of their
business and that being nude is not obscene. Being
ourselves is what’s important. If everyone practised
being themselves instead of pretending to be what they
aren’t, there would be peace.”

Buck Naked Boys
www.bucknakedboys.ca
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1744

View Bonus Pics/Videos • Share with a Friend • Post Comments

 Interview - From Page 63
got addicted to it. I would do straight rodeos, local jackpots, for
years off and on while I was in college - more for practice and
fun. I never had aspirations of being a professional but it was
a hobby to me; a way to go out and do something thrilling and
exciting and enjoy myself. After college I moved to Dallas and
came out at 26 years old. I found out about the gay rodeos and
started doing them. I loved every second of it, I went to as many
as time and money would allow me to go to. I had a horse and
was doing a lot of events - pole bending, barrel racing, all three
camp events, bull-riding, calf roping. At one point I was doing all
of those events at every rodeo I went to, which was exhausting. I
sold my horse and slowed down to bull-riding being my primary
focus. A couple of years ago right after Big Brother I was riding
and separated my shoulder for the second time. I haven’t been
back on for a year and a half,” he told us.
He hopes to make it to the ARGRA rodeo soon.
“I get that question a lot. I have heard over and over it is one
of the most fun rodeos to go to, and a great time. It just hasn’t
happened for me yet. I am going to make a point right now, I know I
am free that week so I am going to see what I can do to get up there.
I would love to meet people in Calgary. I promise the rodeo and the
people of Calgary I am going to try my best to make it up.”
One thing that is still strange to him are the compliments
that random people throw his way, dating back to his first TV
appearances.
“When I first got compliments off of Big Brother and people would
recognize me, it was surreal and strange. I get a little embarrassed
when people say I can’t believe I am meeting Steven Daigle because
I am the exact same person as anyone else, I have just been on TV.
I am very humbled and appreciative of it. I will speak to any fan
who comes up to me, I will never turn someone away or not talk to
them or not take a photo, because we are nobody without people
who want to watch us. If I didn’t appreciate every person who wants
to speak to me I would just be a douche-bag and I don’t want to be
that person. It makes me feel good to know people are interested in
me but I still have the same insecurities that everybody has. I still
feel like I am not in good enough shape, or good enough at things - I
am very critical of myself. The more success I have, the more people
see me and know me, the harder I am on myself. I have confidence
in myself but still doubt myself a lot, and the more pressure I have
to be a better performer and person, the harder I am on myself.”
Porn actors have a narrow window, in that the industry is always
looking for the next young, cute performer. Having entered the
industry at 36, Daigle has started late in life, and is striking while
the iron is hot.
“…People have a limited shelf life in porn. I’ve been told to be
careful because I am overexposing myself, too much too fast. My
goal is to get my website up and running successfully. The members
area will be launched this summer which will be a pay site where
you can watch videos of me solo, with other guys, and eventually
videos without me even in it. I’d like to see the website be successful
and make money off that and see where it goes. There are people
with very successful websites that they survive on, or it may just
give me some extra money. I will do porn for awhile, and who knows
maybe someday move behind the camera. I have heard some things
like, that I am an attention whore looking for another 15 minutes of
fame. It is what it is. I wanted to make movies, I enjoy doing it and
it is the lifestyle I want to lead.”

 Interview - From Page 45
every single day since 2004, just after I had been in New York for
two years, when I felt comfortable enough to look like that every
day no matter what shit people said to me.
I just realized that’s just how I see myself, as pretty, so that’s
what I’m going to look like every single day. It’s a lot more fun to
feel pretty, all day every day. I’d prefer to get a bottle to the back
of the head and feel awesome as the blood drips down my neck.
GayCalgary: Sounds like, from what I’ve read, you’re a lot
happier with this album than your actual debut, We Love You.
Justin: It’s true (laughs). With our new album, we bought back
the record we made with (record label) Razor & Tie so that we
could really make our first album, You Love You. As far as most
are concerned, this will be our first record. We made it at Ocean
Way, which is one of the nicest recording studios in the world.
With the earlier record, we had played maybe 50 shows and
then made it. With this record we played probably 350 shows,
so we just really know what we want to sound like. The energy,
excitement and filth of our live show have really transferred to
this album, so we’re beyond excited about it.
GayCalgary: Why did you keep the album title similar?
Justin: We wanted to pay tribute to the first record, to the fans
who loved it and what it meant to us. But since we made that
record, I’ve realized that letting kids know that we love them is
not nearly as important as letting them know that they should
love themselves. Obviously, they should love me and worship
me, but they should love and worship themselves just a teeny
bit more.

http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1735
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Steven Daigle
www.StevenExposed.com
Live in Edmonton
June 12th
http://www.gaycalgary.com/a1747
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Employment

200

Calgary Bar Staff &
Entertainers Wanted
An exciting new project on Calgary’s
LGBT nightclub scene is seeking
part-time staff, including: bartenders,
bussers, bouncers, DJs, door staff,
drag queens/kings, and other
entertainment. Please submit
resumes to box 1012 courtesy of this
publication, to be forwarded to this
project.

Erotic Massage

420

Pamper yourself with light pressure
to deep tissue massage; relaxation
or therapy; sensual or nonsensual.
Certified Masseur will stroke you your
way. Phone Larry @ 403-512-2223.

Models/Escorts

460

Big Boy Back In Town

EDMONTON CALGARY

Mail: GayCalgary - Box 1012
Fax: (403) 703-0685
E-mail: box1012@gaycalgary.com

Help Wanted

Phone Chat

Part-time Servers and Cooks. Evening
and Weekend Shifts. Bring your
resume to Money Pennies or email to
jason.wheeler@shaw.ca

Erotic Massage & Personal Shaving
for men. “Most professional
service in Alberta.” Very friendly
to First Timers, Bi & Married Men.
100% DISCREET. REVIEWS, TRAVEL
SCHEDULE, RATES & PICS:

GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine
is looking for writers from Edmonton
and other Alberta cities outside of
Calgary.
Call us toll free at 1-888-543-6960
or email us resumes and/or writing
samples to magazine@gaycalgary.com

Home for Rent

347

Internet

God loves you and created you gay.
Wisdom 11:24 - You love everything
that exists and hate nothing that you
have made. www.createdgay.com

Dating Services

.

A completely free gay personals
website. Find friends, dating and
more. Try it out at OurGaySite.com

All-Male Hot Gay Chat!
Try it FREE!

Computers/IT	

522

Free Blowjobs!
On-site pleasure for your computer.
Personal and Small Business IT
Maintenance plans available complimentary can of air with every
service call. Contact William, My
Computer Hero, 403-444-0700.

Massage

445

SHIFT works with adults in the sex
trade. We provide services for both
those who do not want to exit and
those who do. Shift provides: FREE
safer sex supplies, non-judgmental
counseling, and more. 403-237-8171

OurGaySite.com

Cleaning Your Home Or
Office With Love

560

Massage in Edmonton

Roommate wanted to share large
furnished 2Bdrm Apt. MtRoyal Area
with general non-scene, normal, fit,
GWM (50’s). Seeking responsible
mature person n/smoking, n/drugs,
n/pets. $600.00 month includes
utilities. Available May 1. Inquiries
403-541-9122.

415

465

WWW.PHILLIPPE.CA
phillippe01@gmail.com
780-200-6774

Edmonton Writers Wanted

517

You Know me as STEVIOKI KARAOKE
but I also like to clean houses and
businesses. Let me do the dirty work
so you can get back to enjoying a
place you work hard for.
403-803-0882
Put Kirk to Work. 27, 6’4”, 180,
swimmer’s build. 9.5 cut, safe, clean,
discrete, fun guy, let’s play. Local to
Calgary but Vancouver Appointments
Available. (403) 703-9354.

240

Cleaning

Male Friends

455

Local Horny Cute Jocks
Call 403-261-2112 Free w/ code 8873
www.interactivemale.com

Bi? Gay? Call Hardline now and TRY
it for FREE! In Calgary: 403-7700776. In Edmonton: 780-665-6666.
Other ares: 1-877-628-9696 or www.
gethardline.com.

Products/Services

500

Getting Married?
CIVIL MARRIAGES immediately
or by appointment. All vows and
paperwork included. Witness
available.
Religion Free, Standard &
Specialized Ceremonies, Cross
Cultural, Same Sex LGBT.

Registered Massage Therapist in
downtown Edmonton. Relaxation
and therapeutic massage. Insurance
claims are welcome. For appointment
phone Dwayne at 780-483-3190 or
780-918-5856.

Accommodation

610

Gay Friendly
Accomodation Available
Furnished room in a quiet, modest,
nonsmoking Beddington NW home
is available for a decent, responsible
‘Dog friendly’ person at $395.
monthly plus shared Utility cost.
403-275-1337.

Rork Hilford, MC
Alberta Marriage Commissioner,
Commissioner for Oaths
hilford@shaw.ca • 403-246-4134
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Interview

The Reality of Porn
Up Close and Personal with Steven Daigle
By Jason Clevett
Although only on Big Brother 10 for 16 days, Texan
Steven Daigle certainly left an impression with fans of
the show. He is certainly showing a different side of
himself now…as a porn star. His first two films Steven
Daigle: XXXPosed and Steven Daigle Stalked are both
available now.
A former Geographic Information System Analyst, he was
introduced to the idea of doing porn by legendary directer Chi
Chi LaRue, who met him at the Big Brother wrap party.
“My job was going downhill because the company had been
sold and things were looking gloomy. Chi Chi LaRue is a huge
big brother fan and we had become friends. I had gotten involved
with the porn industry just by attending events with Chi Chi and
meeting people. I got to get to know some really nice people in the
industry,” Daigle told GayCalgary and Edmonton Magazine.
“Chi Chi brought it up one day and I laughed it off and said I
could never be a porn star, I am not like those guys. Once I started
hanging out with them I realized they are normal people like
anyone else. They work out a lot, have great bodies and are don’t
mind being sexual on camera. I realized anybody could be that.
The day came where my job was looking horrible and I thought
why not, called Chi Chi and said let’s do it.”
While being a porn star sounds like a dream come true, it is a
lot of work and his nerves got the better of him the first day on
set of XXXPosed.
“It was a funny experience. I walked into a waiting room to fill
out paperwork and hang out with other guys waiting to shoot. I
was nervous as hell, I felt like I was going to throw up. Larry (Chi
Chi’s male name) walked in and said come here I want you to see
something. We walked into the studio and two guys were on a
desk going at it. We were watching it on a monitor and I was in
awe, I couldn’t believe I was there. The time came for me to do it.
We shot some b-roll, the dialogue part with clothes on, I got on
top of my scene partner (Josh Griffin), Larry called action and we
started making out. I thought it was incredible.”
Things got a little complicated when Daigle’s clothes came off.
“There was a little problem, I wasn’t getting hard at all. I
thought I was a complete failure as a porn actor. We shot as
much as we could but I couldn’t get myself hard. Larry was so
good though, he explained it was really common on someone’s

first day. No one walks in and is a great performer, you work up
to it. The first day was a little difficult but we got through it. I
came back for the rest of the shoot and everything worked as it
should. After the first day jitters it has been uphill since then.”
On his web blog, he explained that he hadn’t bottomed in a
long time and is usually a top. Yet for his first film in both scenes
he bottomed.
“Originally that was a flip-flop scene but because of all of the
issues, we had to scrap me topping to get the scene done. I am
really not that big of a bottom in my personal life so when you
see that first penetration in the movie, that is real, not me acting
- that joyful pain, if you can call it that. With my second film I
wanted to show that I am a versatile performer so we made sure
I topped two different guys.”
Both of his current films were shot in the opposite order of
what you would expect, he explained. It takes a long time to do
a 20 minute scene, let alone the 30 - 60 minute scenes in the
films.
“The bathroom scene (XXXposed) was very unique to film. We
literally filmed that with a flip cam ourselves. Most scenes are a
lot of start and stop, moving cameras and lights, all the aspects
of shooting a scene. With that scene Larry handed us a camera
and said you spend at least an hour in there. We literally went in
that bathroom and just had sex. That was a lot of fun to shoot.
A normal scene you are usually there anywhere between 4 - 6
hours with breaks, resetting, that sort of stuff. Stalked was two
days of shooting because I am in the entire movie from beginning
to end. The first day we shot, I was there 6 or 7 hours and the
second day was a little less. The first thing we shot for Stalked
was the scene with six guys and I am blowing them all... It was
shot backwards from how you view the movie. The second day
was Adam Killian and I doing our duo, and then threeway with
Leo Giamani.”
Daigle is keeping busy with films; in addition to another one
with LaRue, he has several others coming down the pipe (no pun
intended).
“I’ve shot another scene with Chi Chi, but not the rest of the
film, so that will be awhile. I shot a movie for Falcon called Snap
Shot with Erik Rhodes, which was incredible because he is one
of my favorites. I am shooting a film for Michael Lucas called
Kings of New York and then I fly back to LA to shoot a movie for
Jetset Men.”
Branching out in porn offers new challenges to Daigle, who in
his initial projects was simply himself. Other companies create
storylines, characters, and dialogue around the sex, which adds
a new dimension to the job.
“The Falcon movie has nothing to do with me being Steven,
I am just an actor. The Michael Lucas film, I appear again as

Continued on Page 63 
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 Interview - From Page 61
Steven Daigle: Reality TV Star, and the Jetset film will be just as
an actor. I just got the script for Kings of New York and I actually
have quite a bit of dialogue in that movie, there is quite a bit of
plot. I am nervous. I hope I am a decent actor, I don’t want to
embarrass myself. In reality TV you are just yourself, no script,
so you look natural because you are. So now I have to appear
natural reading scripted lines. I am excited about it but will be
doing a lot of practicing.”
Admittedly it is a bit of an adjustment watching a guy from
reality TV grunt, groan and swear. Some may write it off as “porn
talk” but the Steven you see in film is a pretty good representation
of him in bed in real life.
“That is mostly me. I am a vocal person in my personal life. It
is hard for me to say this because I don’t want to come across
as cocky but after the first couple of days
of shooting, one of the compliments I have
gotten from Larry and other people on set is,
I am very natural, vocal and aggressive. They
applaud that. People see it and perceive it
as real. Some people will be like a dead fish,
going through the motions, it doesn’t look like
there is chemistry or like they are into what
they are doing, it looks fake. On film is how I
am in bed at home so it comes naturally.”
The difficulty in doing porn is also finding a
quality relationship, he says.
“I am single. It is difficult trying to date
when you act in porn movies. You get the guys
who want to be around you just because you
are in porn, it is hard to date someone like
that - no substance there. Or you meet guys
who you have a genuine interest in and if they
don’t know about the porn and you tell them,
it scares them off, or they become leery and
skeptical about dating someone who is having
sex on camera all the time. It is a catch-22
situation. You have lots of men around who
are interested in you but it is hard to find a
quality situation.”
In addition to doing films, Daigle has been in demand for
personal appearances, hosting, go-go-dancing and events. This
also started with LaRue who invited Daigle to attend his first
Folsom Street Fair in San Francisco in September 2009.
“It was overwhelming. The first night I was there, Chi Chi and
Sister Roma put on a party called Pop Goes The Zipper. I was a
special guest as Steven from Big Brother. This room must have
had 30 porn stars in it. People I had seen in DVD’s and on the
internet for years, I was standing next to them, they were wearing
next to nothing and running around, dancing. There was…a
bondage scene on stage. I was shocked, it was crazy to me. That
entire weekend, every time I thought I had seen something crazy,
10 minutes later I would see something crazier. It culminated on
the Sunday at the actual festival. It was a blast, it really freed me
and opened me up to not being so sexually inhibited.”

As someone who also experienced my first Folsom in
September, we had a lot in common. Being from two fairly
conservative places (Alberta and Texas) it was amazing to see
people being so liberated.
“The most interesting aspect for me was that all of this was
going on, everyone was so free and open, and it was straight,
gay, men, women. People who wanted to express themselves as
people and what they like and enjoy, out in the open without
any criticism. Even if it is primarily gay, the lines were totally
blurred,” he recalled.
“When you walk around the festival there are so many textures,
people with leather, bondage. I was obsessed by watching people
being lead around in collars on leashes. It cracked me up, not
like making fun of them but because they were so open about it.
I was writing a blog about the weekend, and I
thought if I am going to write a blog about my
first Folsom weekend I should get in the spirit
of things. So I bought a leash and collar and
I had the guys I was with pull me around the
fair all day. We took a good picture and when
we posted the blog, it went up with it. It was
a fun day, I thought I might as well immerse
myself.”
In recent weeks Daigle has been to Miami for
the White Party, as well as to San Francisco,
New York, and Chicago to name a few. He is
coming to Edmonton for the Pure Pride party
on Saturday, June 12th.
“Edmonton has been a Pride that has grown
in the last 20 years from very small to very
successful. It is a pretty good time from what
I hear. I am stoked about it and so happy
Johnny Hazzard is going to be there, he is one
of my favorites. We are going to have a good
time there. It is exciting to go to these new
cities and meet people face to face and talk
to them, dance with them. [Often] I will be in
a bar and have someone come up to me who
is so excited to meet me because of Big Brother. Others walk
up who are porn fans and never saw a day of it. So there is
this duality role where I have to play…the Big Brother guy and
then five minutes later am talking about porn. It is fun, it is
definitely exhausting. People think I lead a glamorous life but
I am definitely working hard, late hours, living in airports and
on airplanes and don’t have all the comforts of home. When you
take those away, they become very important, so when you do
get to come home it means a lot.”
While excited to be coming to Edmonton, he hasn’t visited
Calgary yet. He was heavily promoted as the “gay cowboy” on Big
Brother and while he has a lot of rodeo experience, he hasn’t yet
made it to the ARGRA rodeo.
“I started bull-riding when I was 21, I wasn’t out at that time.
I had always wanted to try it and a buddy put me on one and I
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Photography
Lilac Festival - Calgary

Lori and Michele Retirement Party at Village Bistro - Calgary

White Party at Flash - Edmonton

Parkside Reunion - Calgary
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Photography
La Fleur Anniversary and Art Central Thursdays - Calgary

Launch of Shae Barry Couture - Calgary

La Cage Aux Folles at Beat Niq - Calgary

ISCCA Investitures - Calgary
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Thank You Sir at Boots - Edmonton ( by B & J )

ARGRA Dance - Calgary
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Queers on Campus Gender Bender

Photography
Fairytales Opening Week - Calgary

Gay Friends in Calgary Anniversary - Calgary

GAYmazing Race at vairous locations - Calgary
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Photography
Flash Grand Opening Party - Edmonton
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